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lower Sucker creek at wolverine
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Sucker Creek Chinook Sampling Trip July 2t-23,2OL1
Staff: Paul Kuriscak and Eric Newland
July 2L:

Departed Coal Creek, via two Enstrom helicopters operated by Talaheim Air, and travelled to the
confluence of wolverine Creek and Sucker Creek. An aerial survey was conducted from the confluence
of Wolverine Creek and Sucker Creek downstream to the mouth at Alexander Creek. poor visibility
resulting from the tannic stained water and shadows made enumerating from the air challenging.
However, the largest concentration of Chinook appeared to be located at the mouth of Wolverine Creek
and at a series of small dark holes immediately below. Only a few small groups were seen scattered
below this confluence area.. A landing/camping site was located a few river bends below the Wolverine
Creek confluence area, and personnel and gear was dropped off (61.G09J-3, -150.765g5). Travelling by
foot upstream approximately 50-70 chinook were found in the hole below the mouth of wolverine

sc'eek@andanothergroupof40Chinookimmediate|yupstreamatthemouth- 
.(61.60970, -T5O'77oL4). Continuing up Wolverine Creek several river bends abundance decreased

^/@onesma||g,J,pofapproximate|yof4ChinookWereencounteredinasma||ho|e@ttemptsatfishingwithbait/gearresu|tedinonesamp|eco||ectedfromrlo wolverlne creek and the crew returned to the confluence to target the concentrated area employing
snagging gear. The Wolverine Creek confluence area was fished first and then the holes immediately
downstream. This area was fished for approximately 7.5 hours yielding 41 Chinook samples for the day.
As daylight faded it became increasingly more difficult to target unmarked/unsampled fish and we
decided to try the same area the following day with better lighting conditions. The crew returned to
landing/campsite for the evening.
July 22:
Camp was departed, returning upstream by foot to the Wolverine Creek confluence area. An additional
7.25 hours were spent snagging in the confluence area, before approximat ely 90% of the group had
been sampled. Snagging such a high percentage of available fish required patience and accuracy to keep
recapture rate extremely low. An additional 45 Chinook were sampled from this area. Satisfied with the
effort spent on the area, the crew returned to camp to make arrangements for a helicopter pickup the
following morning with Talaheim Air. Continuing by foot the crew headed downstream of camp finding
only a couple small groups with individual fish sparsely scattered between. The lowest point surveyed
downstream@Anadditiona|5Chinookweresampledina3hours.Upon
arriving at the campsite, it had been p-esumably visited by a bear which had broken into the cooler and
eaten much of the contents and bit into the rolled up canoe puncturing a tube and the bladder in
multiple spots.

July 23:
The gear was packed and made ready for pick up by Talaheim Air. The two TalaheimJir Enstrom
helicopters transported gear and personnel to the Talaheim Lodge. The gear,was thg,n transferred to a

C-180 wheeled aircraft operated by Talaheim Air and crew returned to Ancfrorage landing at the Lake
Hood strip.

Recommendations for future trips: Better camping practices, such as placing food above ground, could
possibly have helped to avoid or limit the bear damage to camping gear. However, it seemed impractical
to continually move all the gear by boat to and from the sample locations which were located in such
close proximity to the campsite.
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