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MEUORANDUI'T

TO: Larry Larson
Fisheries Bio logis t
S o ldo tna

'.
FROM: Terry Bendocf\

Fisheries B io Logisc
Soldotna

STATE OF AI.ASKA

DATE: May 11, 1989

SUBJECT: Reconnaissance of Engl ish
Bay Lakes.

and walked down it
the outlet on the

6-8' deep in rhe poo1s.
seine. Thus, fyke traps
level. Again, I did

On 9 May 1989, I nade a reconnaissance flight to English Bay lakes. Thepurpose of the trip vras to rook for concentrations ;f overwintering
Dolly Varden, observe the size and configuration of the lakes and inLet
and outLet streams, and try to determine what type of gear would besuitable for capturing dollys in the lake or st;eams. We do not haveany survey daca on these lraters in our Lake cataLog file. There iscurrently a fresh \rater DoLly Varden subsistence fishery for residents
dorniciled in Port Graham and English Bay that is authorized- frorn I eprilthrough 3l May using beach seines < 50, in length.

The weather r,ras clear and windy when I arrived at che lakes. Both lakeswere corDpletely ice-free, and the lower 1/3 of the surroundine hillswere free of snow. The inlet and outLet streams were high bul withintheir banks and the water in both the streams and lakes i"" .r"rytransparent. I fLer,r the entire drainage at 1000,agl, then landed nearthe inlec to the upper lake. Steve Harnmarstrom had reported seeing
Large concentrations of Dolly Vard.en in the inlet to the unoer lakeduring a rnid-August red salmon survey in the L960,s. I waliced up theinlet about I/4 ni\e. It was about 30-50, wia., meandering, and 6_g,
deep in pooL areas. There was an abundance of overhanging vegetation
and dense bank cover along the inlet which may preclude the use of a
beach seine unless the I'ater drops substantiaily. The stream channel
was more accessible near the confluence with the lake and looked Like a
good area to set a hoop net. The entire southeast shore of the take hada shoal area extending 50 to l0O' off shore vhich appeared. to be idealfor setiing fyke-craps howevsr the renaind.er of the shoreLine seems todrop-off very rapidly. During the hour I spent on the ground 1 did. notobserve any fish in either the lake or the inlet. I also cast a pixieinto the lake abour 20 times buu again saw no fish.

I chen taxied across the upper lake to the outlet
abouc L/2 rnile. There was a weLl-kepc cabin near
north shore. The outlet was about 100, vride and
There were no exposed beaches for closins off a
or hoop nets would have to be used ac this wacer
not obserwe any fish.

lrere very shalLov (too shallow to land on). I dld
Ehe entire strean system or along the perimeter of
However, I did Locate a large concentration of fish

I then left the upper Iake and f1er,, lor,, and s lor.r over the entire inLet
sieam and both lake perirneters. The two smalL Lakes near the head.waters

not see anlr fish in
Ehe upper lake.
(Dolly Varden) near



the outlet to the lower 1ake. The fish were schooled over approximateLy
two-hundred yards aLong the outer edge of a shoa.l near the outlec
stream. The school appeared to extend into deeper vater and
occasionally I would see Lhe flashing sides of the fish in rhe sunlighE.
A close inspection of Ehe renaining shoreLine reveafed no additionaL
.fish. I think !.re c3n reasonably assume that I was observing
overwintering fish that had not yet gone to sea, While subsistence
ci-rrih- €i-Li-- ^^tsj...iF,, .i- ^j tsL^-wa5 uPerrr see arry rrers or rrsnr B arcLrvrLy lrL eLlltet
of the lakes -

0n 10 May I rrenE to the Borough building in Soldotna and investigated
the ownership stacus of lands adjacent to English Bay Lakes. In shori,
qI! of the adjacent land is ovned by the English Bay Corporation or by
individuals frorn English Bay. Thus, ve will need to ger permission Eo
conduct any field work in the area. I r,rill be making the appropriaLe
contacts in future weeks, I will rnake an effort to fly the system once
in mid-June and again in rnid-July. TentaciveLy, vre should plan on a
crip to che lakes in mid-August for capturing and marking imfligrant
Dolly Varden near ihe inlec to ehe upper lake. I will cry to round up a
couple of beach seines, a hoop rrap. and a fyke rrap for capruring fish.

Folloving this rneno are a sketch of the lake and several photos taken on
May 9.
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i-': in;" f':i:i;' larrli'r v:i11'rl)' -oif!i':':i bt l'"'l-'.: 'r'E'' iiiii:1;':rl'rs'

Tir.. f;l;.:s hr..v:. cfnsl:i!n'-1'; :1.:.-.:-ll'::J :r ,oc'l i"ttll !'l: 1"::i l;all'tlt'

r 1 Lalt: is l. l,ri:s .l-ol-i: uj- i'ir tilLle 'rvai'i:'-'1: o''::lch ari:i I irr' L tr;

="r-"u".1 i, ikilt. Dr'nsr: alle'' -nI5ll -j l:ours ;i '':lLe l.i'rL-'-r- !:' "'iil3
in .1o;-, 3r.rtrs. L'-ke sp au'nirg is coniinel pre(iorrd nari LI/ to the north

il-,ole. lliere ;-re goiil,r '-o-r-ij :l' irr: iij ji' eflr rlf l'':l:' lllr: 'ls"rI lly
,-l:: :alives L,; ::-css -uh: lJ,k . ;L slcugh :u'';3 in iha :l':r'!ileasl' corner

c-ri i.ri s l,:lt: .l-s uiiii:r':{ b; r:d sal r'tc : f lr :par"'l'tii.tg' rll)e itrram
entars ;.his 1trk-l in ilre s:ui'hsasl corne:r' i-'his l:s -'i:" 'j t:rt c iiinping

S,-.ot in j-h3 area:.nd ls alsc a gco:! ,,1::.n:: a,t1l-'ror cir ;: e'

ir? Lake, one nife uilsLr:rilr r';1rrr 111, frs aoruL i 'rii'r l"rr:5 
"'nJ '::-rei'lereC

i,co sirJ.l- I for. s -,f e l"ke-,rlf r^;: :'r' ioarr.ed Pl:'rn-- ' j1-'1'1r' r''}pe v e3eiat'iOn

"tol-J" "Uo"L" 
as at ,li'i L ':k':' bul l'hi: nol'tii :;l-roi e ir : ' ro rr' :a:l' ll'Lal

enables lne Lo l,- Ilr Lhe :nt-l r: -]-engih rri l-h-l 
-l 'rl:" 

jpri"nilg is
crr,fincl l,o L5- eas-" narthr anl r';ss1 r';id es r:f t !r': l-'rLt: and aipe:''rs

r,o be more ex'l.ens.ive LharL 1n ;:1 Lak''. Pre<iaLlon b'/ '"'' r aloirs botn

lakes sllght. r'n"t. t.it"o"" lc :e a ierrdenc;' for 1:'l3e numr'ers oLi-

reds ';o coll;ct. in ulr, l-ates i:'efore rLoviLrg up;il':;'''i' ihc daily volune

enaeri.ng tlle s l.reams is periraps several hunrlrej iish'I
Insects ara few ani firewood
sir::.:11s rn Lhe ar'.-:ir nor arry

for a canlfire is scarce' '"e giacial
.re:ivsr acij-vlti"

jcawirirre f aci-ij iies: Cood

re:k ; i'- suawnin3: lliddle lo late rlu{usl
loc;.tion: ,lasL oll il-,g11sh li;Y

Fish spavn very deep in sone areas of Lake #1 and most spal'ning
is on the norLh shore.

llost spawning in Lake #2 occurs near outlet on both shores and

Jong iength-of north shore. Very,ltttte or\no. spauning on most

of tf,e soith shore. A third }ake (Iost Lake) fies about' p miles
furLher i-n].aurd. Sparning believed to be sornewhat earl{e r in ihis
area - perhaPs about August 15.
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^ra 
_-o. i

'.lesb end, .crl,h s-- r'c' Jnr,'.rnrn-
just conr,eiicinp;. lirJiie sc hools
rilar' not a-l-1 oe l:,lie s,.-]aune rs .

A1I kal<e sraunefs. IsLltnate l0OC
reds in lake.

e/Ls/ 5t,

8/?,c/ 5t,

AKE #2
B/A6.a&{52

L ;ni.

Entlrs

?JC recL s

345 reis

300O mds

.rj:r,:ri, sr.u"! e jr of li. & l'-. shcrc. IsL'
l0L0 rccis in I al.e .

,';1111191,' ,tf ll. i: 'r,'. sh,:res:. lst" L2fJC

reds in nake '

8/L5/ 53 Entire 305 reds |ake spamers. locr 1i-glhL for
counls . Il:rn.-7 dolly vr rr1-'n r.o Led,
E sLirir:r1.e I5O0 reds in lake . I dead

3/i9/ 5t+

E/2\/5t+

8/ ?-9 / 5t,

I :i,a ,

XnLire

Enii le

Pre sent

2C0O red s

6r,3 reCs

3l re,n5 uirri. s pre'ent,ed crur''l:;
;'ippling vra Ler.

,{ir survsy.

nsli:raLe 2500 reds in Iake.

'Dl.

Lake #2. Lake choppy .
count not Dossiable..:Lalre fl-. IJ dead re os.
on left shore.
21 dead. Est.25O0 reds

Lake #I. Jf dead. Est.
in lake.

Ful-1

No spaw

in lake

25OO re

AhalqE,

8/zo/ 55

8/jo/ 55

6/ )Ll >)

OutIet

Entire

N. Shore

Ent ire

500 reds

39J reds

"?O 
v.o rt c

lC81 reds

A/)</4A

8/26/ j6

Enti re

Entire.

reds

reds
coho

e*i

940
I

Lake #1. 5 Cead. Fish spawning
but in good condition.

Lake #2. 17 dead. Fish sPawn.
but in sood condition.
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8/25/57 Eniire 145 live reds Visi'oiliiy poor

8/29/ 5s Entire 537 live reds
25 dead reds
5 live pinhs
I live ioho
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Less lban in 1951 .

8/r&/55 Entire 1200 reds Air survey.
less thanin

200 dead. Sonewhat
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