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MEMORANDUM STATE OF ALASKA

TO: Larry Larson DATE: May 11, 1989
Fisheries Biologist
Soldotna
FROM: Terry Bendock \. SUBJECT: Reconnaissance of English
Fisheries Biologist Bay Lakes.
Soldotna

On 9 May 1989, I made a reconnaissance flight to English Bay lakes. The
purpose of the trip was to look for concentrations of overwintering
Dolly Varden, observe the size and configuration of the lakes and inlet
and outlet streams, and try to determine what type of gear would be
sultable for capturing dollys in the lake or streams. We do not have
any survey data on these waters in our lake catalog file. There is
currently a fresh water Dolly Varden subsistence fishery for residents
domiciled in Port Graham and English Bay that is authorized from 1 April
through 31 May using beach seines < 60’ in length.

The weather was clear and windy when I arrived at the lakes. Both lakes
were completely ice-free, and the lower 1/3 of the surrounding hills
were free of snow. The inlet and outlet streams were high but within
their banks and the water in both the streams and lakes was very
transparent. I flew the entire drainage at 1000'agl, then landed near
the inlet to the upper lake. Steve Hammarstrom had reported seeing
large concentrations of Dolly Varden in the inlet to the upper lake
during a mid-August red salmon survey in the 1960’'s. I walked up the
inlet about 1/4 mile. It was about 30-50' wide, meandering, and 6-8'
deep in pool areas. There was an abundance of overhanging vegetation
and dense bank cover along the inlet which may preclude the use of a
beach seine unless the water drops substantially. The stream channel
was more accessible near the confluence with the lake and looked like a
good area to set a hoop net. The entire southeast shore of the lake had
& shoal area extending 50 to 100’ off shore which appeared to be ideal
for setting fyke-traps however the remainder of the shoreline seems to
drop-off very rapidly. During the hour I spent on the ground I did not
observe any fish in either the lake or the inlet. I also cast a pixie
into the lake about 20 times but again saw no fish,

I then taxied across the upper lake to the outlet and walked down it
about 1/2 mile. There was a well-kept cabin near the outlet on the
north shore. The outlet was about 100' wide and 6-8’ deep in the pools.
There were no exposed beaches for closing off a seine. Thus, fyke traps
or hoop nets would have to be used at this water level. Again, I did
not observe any fish.

I then left the upper lake and flew low and slow over the entire inlet
steam and both lake perimeters. The two small lakes near the headwaters
were very shallow (too shallow to land on). I did not see any fish in
the entire stream system or along the perimeter of the upper lake.
However, I did locate a large concentration of fish (Dolly Varden) near




the outlet to the lower lake. The fish were schooled over approximately
two-hundred yards along the outer edge of a shoal near the outlet
stream. The school appeared to extend into deeper water and
occasionally I would see the flashing sides of the fish in the sunlight.
A close inspection of the remaining shoreline revealed no additional
fish. I think we can reasonably assume that I was observing
overwintering fish that had not yet gone to sea. While subsistence
fishing was open, I did not see any nets or fishing activity in either
of the lakes.

On 10 May I went to the Borough building in Soldotna and investigated
the ownership status of lands adjacent to English Bay Lakes. In short,
all of the adjacent land is owned by the English Bay Corporation or by
individuals from English Bay. Thus, we will need to get permission to
conduct any field work in the area. I will be making the appropriate
contacts in future weeks. I will make an effort to fly the system once
Iin mid-June and again in mid-July. Tentatively, we should plan on a
trip to the lakes in mid-August for capturing and marking immigrant
Dolly Varden near the inlet to the upper lake. I will try to round up a
couple of beach seines, a hoop trap, and a fyke trap for capturing fish.

Following this memo are a sketch of the lake and several photos taken on
May 9.
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STREAM RECORD

ENGLISH BAY LAKE #2 ENGLISH BAY
Name of Stream or Lake Drainage
Distance Estimated number S
Date surveved of Salmon temarks e
8/24L/57 Entire 318 live reds
m\w@\mm Entire 159 live reds observed along
8/29/58  Entire L6L live reds
9 dead reds
1 live pink
9/19/58  Entire 112 live reds FRI
45 dead reds
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jpawning facilities: Good
Feak of svawning: #iddle to late sugust
Locztion: Hast of English bay

Fish spawn very deep in some areas of Lake #1 and most spawning
is on the north shore.

Most spawning in Lake #2 occurs near outlet on both shores and
d ong length of north shore. Very little or no spawning on most
of the south shore. A third lake (Lost Lake) lies about 9 miles
further inland., Spawning believed to be somewhat earlier in this
area - perhaps about August 15. j
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1800 %
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8/16/53

8/27/53

1 mi.

-~

200 reds

Coho nresent

ATy
WJest end, rerth sh.re. Spawning
2 s G
just commnencing. OGome schools
may not all ce lake spawners.

t

A1l kake spawners. Sstimate 1000

reds in lake.

g/18/ 5L

. .
L M.

270 reds

: Ty
Boal survey of K. & W. shore.

1000 reds in lake.

r s } & o I ’ a, T Bl - ek I 200
8/33,’111; 1 mi. L5 reds Survev of M. & W. ghores. LBE 20(
reds in Iake.
LAKE #2
8/20-24/%2| Entlire 3000 reds _
F o " . ) 3 A
8/15/53 Entire 3046 reds lake spawners. Tloor light for
counts. Many dolly varden roted.
Estimate 1500 reds in lake. 1 dead
red.
8/19/54 mi. Present strong winds pre:ented counts by
rippling water.
8/21/54 Entire 2000 reds Air survey.
8/29/5L Entire 503 reds Tshimate 2500 reds in lake.

8/19/55
8/20/55
8/30/55
8/31/55

Outlet
Entire
N, Shors

Entire

500 reds
393 reds
770 reds
1C81 reds

Lake #2. Lake choppy . Full
count not possiable.

Lake #1. 13 dead reds. No spawn.
on left shore.

21 dead. LEst.2500 reds in lake.
Lake #2

Lake #1. 31 dead. Est. 2500 reds
in lake.,

8/25/56

8/26/56

Entire

Entire.

287 reds

9LO reds
1 coho

Lake #l. 6 dead. Fish spawning
but in good condition,

Lake #2. 17 dead. Fish spawn.
but in good condition.
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