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Due to the consisreng clariry of Helicopter Creek, repeac cou:rrs of
sDa'..ning adulcs vere possible in 1985, and using Ehe ,,Factor r,, method,
a spavning popul-acion of 325 chum salmon,,ras esrinated (Table 3).

Two age groups of aduLt chun salnon were identified in the Fox River
wacershed (Table 4). Fidh fron age group 0,3 r.rere more comnon and
slighcly larger chan age 0.4 fish. In 1985, age 0.3 fish averaged 57J-
nm and 2,822 g compared tc 558 nrm and 2,800 g for age 0.4 fisn.

Like juvenile pink salnon, no ourtrigraging juvenile churn salnon were
capLured in Clearr,{arer SLcugh during laue May in L9g6-

Chinook Salnon

Only six adulc chinook salmon were encouncered in the Fox River
syst€m. AIL fish vere observed sparirning in Clearwater Slough and
Helicopter Creek durlng mid-Augusc in 1985. None of rhese fish were
captured, Eherefore no bioLogical daca were colLected. No iuvenile
chinook salmon sexe collected during Ehe study.

Coho SaLnon

Coho salnon lrere the most abundanE and widely distributed salnon
species, occurring in every rnajor clear water tribucary (Table 1). Coho
salnon wefe found upscrean as far Es the headwacers of the Fox River
above Wacerfall Creek, and r,rere the only salnon spec.ies observed in
Windy Lake. Coho salmon arrived at CLearwater Slough in late August,
1985, and in early Augusr, L986 (Figure 4). Fresh flsh (brigt iilver
coloracion) nere encountered unEil Did-0ctober, and :ndividuals were
srill alive at freeze-up in November of both years. Spavrring acrivity
was observed from early Septenber through Novenber. Iish ooved upstream
through Novenber, indicating that spawning could have been occurring
even laEer,

Fish tagged r,JlEh radio transmitlers spawned !n chree rribuEarles and
in the nainstem Fox River. Two of rhe six coho salnon radio :agged in
1985 sparned in \.lindy Creek, tro spawned in the oainscero Fox River, and
cwo spawned in Helicopter Creek. In 1986, four radio-Eagged coho salncn
sparned in Clay Creek, chree spa'^med in che nai.nsten Fox Rive:, an<i 13
spawned in either Clearvacer SIough or Helicopcer Creek. Spawning coho
sal-non were obser,.red in other cributaries as vell, but Clearwater Slouch
(including Helicopter Creek), CIay, and Wincy creeks vere che Eosr
inportant sparming areas,

The estirnated spavning population of coho safnon in Clearwater Slough
was aLnosc teice EhaL obsewed in CIay Creek during 19g5 and almosr four
tixles thac observed in Clay Creek during 1985 (Table 3) . Escapenenr
estimates in Clearwater Slough during l9B5 and 198G vere 2,007 and 2,g36
fish, respecci-vely. The spawning escapemenc escitraEed for Clay Creek
was 1,173 fish in 1985 and 7tg fish in 1986.
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- --lrn* 3.-Saupli.ng locati.ons in rhe Fox River watershed, ALaska, l9g5-
1986.
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