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Johnson, J D (DFG)

From: Sinnott, Rick J (DFG)

Sent:  Thursday, September 10, 2009 9:40 AM
To: Johnson, J D (DFG)

Cc: Bosch, Daniel E (DFG)

Subject: Pink salmon in Meadow Creek

I'd like to document the presence and spawning activity of pink salmon in Meadow Creek, a tributary of Eagle
River. | believe the anadromous stream number is 247-50-10110-2053.

I've been monitoring brown bear activity on the creek all summer, which has entailed visits 1-2 times/week. |
often counted adult salmon during these visits. | counted salmon on July 30 between the confluence with Eagle
River and the first pair of culverts, noting 66 live and 35 dead kings. | visited the creek on August & and 11, but
didn't make a special effort to observe salmon. Some pink salmon may have been present between July 30 and
August 11.

On August 12, 2009, all the spawning king salmon were dead: however, | counted 11 fresh pink salmon between
the confluence with Eagle River and the first pair of culverts. On August 18 | counted 33 live and 2 dead pink
salmon. A couple of pink salmon were upstream of the first set of culverts, where the creek meets VFW Road, or
about the upper extent of documented king salmon habitat shown in the anadromous catalog. | noted at least 2
redds in pools downstream of the culverts. The redds were cleaned of most sediment and had several pinks
hovering over them. | observed one pink salmon turn on its side and flutter its tail. No live king salmon had been
seen in the creek for 1-2 weeks, so I'm reasonably sure these redds represented spawning pink salmon.

The last live pink salmon | saw was on August 25. Many dead, spawned-out pinks were in the creek at that time.
| did not observe any live pink salmon when | visited the creek on August 31.

My counts of live salmon are conservative because | did not use polarized glasses. Most of Meadow Creek is V2-
1 foot deep and adult salmon are not difficult to see. Nevertheless, | probably missed a few.

9/10/2009
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