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Figure 1 — Sampling sites on Moose Creek

At 14:00 we arrived at a clear creek on the Kichatna River (N62.23341, W152.39563) that contained
hundreds of sockeye. This creek was branch from a creek we saw upstream that contained a few
sockeye. We hiked about a quarter of a mile up the creek sampling along the way. The creek became
shallow and covered with bushes and we didn’t see any sockeye above this point (N62.23446,

W152.39894). By 16:00 we had sampled around 100 sockeye and took off to find another location on
the Kichatna River.
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Figure 2 — Kichatna River sampling site |

While looking for another sampling site we saw sockeye throughout the river in shallow areas were we
could see through the water and in sloughs. There were a few clear streams that had sockeye at their
mouths, but not enough to sample. We flew to one of the creeks I found sockeye in on my scouting
trip the week before (N62.17258, W152.21 700) (Fig. 3). There were many sockeye upstream on this
creek but we couldn’t land the helicopter nearby because the ground was too uneven and marshy.
There was a large beaver dam near the mouth of the creek and it looked too difficult to hike up the
stream. We landed on the Kichatna River at a point that looked good for hiking through the bushes
back to the stream. After bushwacking for about 10 minutes we all decided this was a bad idea and it
was getting late in the day. We left this creek to find an easier sampling location at around 16:30.

At 17:00 we landed at a creek upriver that had a mixture of sockeye and chum in the mouth and a few
upstream spawning (N62.19426, W152.27960) (Fig. 3). We collected 19 sockeye samples in 45
minutes and we decided that we were running out of time so we decided to fly to Spink Creek. There
weren’t enough chum to warrant a collection.
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