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THRU: susect: Juneau Access Amphibian Survey
and Bridge Crossing Inspection at
the Head of Berners Bay

rrom: Carl Schrader TELEPHONE No: 465-4287

Habitat Biologist

On June 15, 2006 Kate Kanouse and I conducted an inspection of the proposed Juneau Access
Improvement Project road alignment at the head of Berners Bay. We were accompanied by Reuben
Yost, Randy Bayliss, and Tim Reed of DOT&PF. We drove to the end of the road at Echo Cove where
we loaded into a helicopter at 0900 to travel to the site. The weather was cloudy and in the 60°s and
VERY BUGGY.

Objectives of the inspection were to:

¢ Determine presence of amphibians

¢ Dectermine presence of fish in an un-cataloged tributary

e Look at locations of proposed bridges over the Antler and Lace Rivers
e Verify locations of proposed wildlife underpasses

Amphibians

We walked the proposed road alignment between the Antler and Lace rivers visually inspecting all areas
of flowing or standing water for presence of
egg masses, tadpoles or adult amphibians. Our
search included an area near the east side of
Lace River where surveyors reported seeing
abundant toads last year. We found numerous
ponds and sloughs, but no evidence of
amphibians.

Fish Trapping in Tributary to Lace River

During a May 4, 2006 site visit we identified a
slough that would need to be crossed by the
proposed road at about Station 724. (Note
centerline flagging in the middle of photo to

right.)
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Email CC:

Al Ott, OHMP, Fairbanks

Kate Kanouse, OHMP, Juneau
Reuben Yost, DOT&PF, Juneau
Randy Bayliss, DOT&PF

Tom Schumacher, ADF&G, Douglas
Randy Ericksen, ADF&G, Haines
Brian Glynn, ADF&G, Douglas
Mark Fink, ADF&G, Anchorage
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We hiked the shore of the slough to determine if it was a stream that connected to the Lace River.
Several hundred feet towards the river we found remnants of a beaver dam (58°48°49” N., 134°59°09”
W) that causes ponding upstream. Downstream of this point water flowed unobstructed through a four-
foot wide channel several hundred feet to the Lace River. We set minnow traps at the proposed road
crossing (58° 48.888° N., 134° 58.892 W. NAD27) and about 200 feet upstream from the confluence.
The traps were in the water for 3 hours.

The trap at the crossing location captured one coho salmon and one Dolly Varden char. The trap near
the confluence captured 36 coho, 9 Dolly Varden char, and 2 fry (60 mm) that Kate and I felt pretty darn
certain were king salmon. King salmon haven’t been documented before in the Lace/Berners River
system. We didn’t have anything with us to bring back specimens for verification, so we returned the
suspected kings to the stream. We will nominate the tributary for inclusion in the Catalog of Waters
Important for Spawning, Rearing or Migration of Anadromous Fishes. We also plan to do more
trapping to verify the presence of king salmon. Because of the presence of fish, this crossing will require
a Fishway Permit per AS 41.14.840.

Bridge Crossin ations

We looked at the proposed bridge crossings
for the Antler and Lace Rivers, paying
attention to the location of the abutments in
relation to the stream banks. All abutments
will be well-back of the banks, and will
preserve the banks and a substantial area of
riparian vegetation.

Photo at right shows typical terrain near
Antler River near crossing.

Wildlife Underpasses

We hiked to two locations identified as major
bear paths where DOT&PF plans to construct
bridges to provide for wildlife passage. We
easily located the trails and verified that the
underpasses were properly located.

We returned by helicopter to the road at Echo
Cove at 1400 hrs.
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