State of Alaska Nomination for Waters
Department of Fish and Game Important to Anadromous Fish
Habitat and Restoration Division

Region | SOUTHCENTRAL E USGS Quad | Anchorage B-7 |
Anadromous Water Catalog Number of Waterway r 247-50-10175 & 247-50-10175-2025 |
Name of Waterway | Eklutna River / Thunderbird Falls | [ USGS Name 0 Local Name
Addition [] Deletion [J Correction [ Backup Information
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: . =T E el v
Nomination # 5 “\" MZ(Q@
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Revision Year: 2001 Resgiqual Sugervisor - Date
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Revision to: Atlas Catalog ; 1 i [ F/ <

Bth X AWC Project Biologist Date
Revision Code: 8“‘ A/ A 0. 0,? é; e / % /Z,Z,éz

C - S—_ C.-' 7 Drafted Date

OBSERVATION INFORMATION

Species Date(s) Observed Spawning Rearing Present Anadromous
King Salmon July 13 & 25 and August 23, 2000 X X X
Pink Salmon 8/23/2000 X X
Coho Salmon 9/26/2000 X X
Chum Salmon 6/23/1905 X X
Sockeye Salmon 7/13 & 9/26 /2000 X

IMPORTANT: Provide all supporting documentation that this water body is important for the spawning, rearing or migration of anadromous fish, including: number of fish
and life stages observed; sampling methods, sampling duration and area sampled; copies of field notes; etc. Attach a copy of a map showing location of mouth and
observed upper extent of each species, as well as other information such as: specific stream reaches observed as spawning or rearing habitat; locations, types, and heights
of any barriers; etc.

Comments: Add species to Eklutna River and extend as noted, add Thunderbird Creek with king salmon spawning.

Several surveys were made of the lower end of the Eklutna River and Thunderbird Creek by DFG staff during 2000 and by Eklutna
Village staff during 2001. During these surveys spawning king salmon, chum salmon and pink salmon were observed as were adult
coho, rearing coho and rearing sockeye salmon. In addition Dolly Varden, rainbow trout and sculpin were also observed. See attached
field notes, phone messages, and emails documenting observations.

During the Sept. 26, 2000 survey salmon were observed finning in riffles of the Eklutna River about halfway between Thunderbird Creek
and the old dam upstream of Thunderbird Creek. | observed these finning fish and spotting on the top of the tail and dorsal fin was
consistent with a pink or coho salmon. One was identified as a pink salmon by hydrologists with the USFWS and USFS. | was not
present at the time that they captured this fish. However, | believe that the fish were actually coho as timing was consistent with that of
coho salmon, and it would have been to late in the year for pink salmon.

EDWARD W. WEISS

HABITAT BIOLOGIST

Date: 11/15/2001

333 RASPRERAY ROAD
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 83§18

STATE OF ALASKA PHONE: (907) 267-2284
CEFARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME DESK PHONE: (ST} 2672305

This certifies that in my best professional judgment and belief the above information is evidence that this waterbody should be
included in or deleted from the Catalog of Waters Important for Spawning, Rearing or Migration of Anadromous Fishes per AS
16.05.870.

2\ ~/, v
Signature of Area Biologist: Q_/rm/.eﬂg . @%A / (-/5 -7 Revision 3/97
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Edward W. Weiss

From: Marc Lamoreaux [ave@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2001 5:07 PM
To: Ed Weiss

Cc: John DeLapp; Lance Trasky

Subject:  Eklutna Salmon

Hi Ed,

| saw kings spawning all the way up to the falls and in various areas between there and the lower
ponds. Between one and 6 Kings were observed at any given time. Dogs and pinks were very
numerous this year. Dogs were the most numerous of all species during a prolonged run. Silvers
seemed to come in two pulses. Over 1,000 dogs and silvers could be seen at once holding in the
lower ponds over the course of their runs. Silver and king runs seemed to be timed similarly to the
runs in Ship Creek, as reported in the news. Dogs and Silvers seemed to run together with one
peak 7/24 and another 8/20. Elijah saw dogs spawning several times in the braided channels
between the highway and railroad tracks. The silvers spawned in the tidally influenced lower part
of the river in the flats below the ponds. They may have spawned upriver as well, but we did not
see this. Who reported this to you? Pinks were mixed in with the chums and silvers, but were
much fewer in numbers. We would like to obtain fish counts and other more systematic
observations next year? Any ideas on support for such a project?

| gave a talk to the Diamond High students for their report on the Eklutna and saw the report you
emailed them. Could you copy this report to me, plus anything else you work up on the Eklutna
River?

Thank You,

Marc



Edward W. Weiss

From: Lance Trasky [lance_trasky@fishgame.state.ak.us]
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2001 10:50 AM
To: Edward W Weiss

Subject: FW: Eklutna Salmon

In response to your question regarding salmon spawning in Thunderbird Creek, | observed many
salmon spawning in Thunderbird Creek up to the area of the falls in July of 1977. | checked with
my wife and she said that she recalled that they were kings. My recollection was that there may
have been some kings, but that there were a lot of smaller, very red salmon which | remember as
sockeye. This was 24 years ago. It would have been too early for coho.

From: Marc Lamoreaux [mailto:ave@mtaonline.net]

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2001 5:07 PM
To: Ed Weiss
Ce: John DelLapp; Lance Trasky

Subject: Eklutna Salmon

Hi Ed,

I saw kings spawning all the way up to the falls and in various areas between there and the lower
ponds. Between one and 6 Kings were observed at any given time. Dogs and pinks were very
numerous this year. Dogs were the most numerous of all species during a prolonged run. Silvers
seemed to come in two pulses. Over 1,000 dogs and silvers could be seen at once holding in the
lower ponds over the course of their runs. Silver and king runs seemed to be timed similarly to the
runs in Ship Creek, as reported in the news. Dogs and Silvers seemed to run together with one
peak 7/24 and another 8/20. Elijah saw dogs spawning several times in the braided channels
between the highway and railroad tracks. The silvers spawned in the tidally influenced lower part
of the river in the flats below the ponds. They may have spawned upriver as well, but we did not
see this. Who reported this to you? Pinks were mixed in with the chums and silvers, but were
much fewer in numbers. We would like to obtain fish counts and other more systematic
observations next year? Any ideas on support for such a project?

| gave a talk to the Diamond High students for their report on the Eklutna and saw the report you
emailed them. Could you copy this report to me, plus anything else you work up on the Eklutna
River?

Thank You,

Marc
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