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habitat; locations, tvpes, and heights of any barriers; etc.

IMPORTANT: Provide all supporting documentation that this water body is important for the spawning, rearing or migration of anadromous fish, including:
number of fish and life stages observed; sampling methods, sampling duration and area sampled; coples of field notes; etc. Attach a copy of a map showing
location of mouth and observed upper extent of each species, as well as other information such as: specific stream reaches observed as spawning or rearing

Comments: Tp... were cbout 20-30 prak salmon in the intertidal zone ot the

mouth of the stream. No salmon were abserved building redds. The Subs#ro:f:t
ot the intertidal zone was mc.-sf:)?z fcxrse_ cobble . The stream ﬂr'n.d;aﬂ'n‘t s
S"ltr.'.LP (.a.{aprox, 8-10%) with cascodes ot a 20% S[caf\e_ ar 3re.u:{:t:r. T he {trs‘}:
waterfall (>107 in hcxal\—\*’c) oceurs about 2%5 feet LiP*;Ermw Leom MHL) t:l’\t..
The current docuomented stream use -b?: P‘n“\k salMmon extends uio,e_,-l:rcmﬂ NS
4o an unnamed loke . This observation reduces (or restricts) +he sPa.-..J-'{wg
reach to the intertidal Zone only. Sec. 18, T 10N, R.I12E., .M.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
0Py FOR ‘ouR National Marine Fisheries Service
KFo AT 222 W. 7th Avenue, #43

Gl Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7577

Qctaber 7, 2000

Don Johnscn

Cedar Bay Propertiss, Ltd.
3440 Korovin Bay Circle
Anchorage, BK 995153

Dear Mr. Johnson:

The following is a summary of the site visit made to Cedar Bay on
August 9, 2000. The 'site visit was prompted by a proposal to
divert a stream located at Cedar Bay to run a 75kw hydroelectric
plant to supply power to a proposed lodge. The propesed project
would divert the stream just below a lake, run a penstock away from
the stream to a generatcr on the applicants land and return the
water to the ocean several hundred feet away from the mouth of the
stream. |The stream is listed as # 220-20-12280 in the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game Anadromous Fish Atlas. The atlas
indicated the stream supports pink salmon (Oncorhynchus gorbuscha)
throughout most of its length. In a previous letter, dated
September 22, 1999, the National Marine Fisheries Service expressed
concerns that the project may have an adverse impact on Essential
Fish Habitat (EFH) and the estuarine, or anadromous fishery
resources of the project area.

The site visit was made by Dennis Gnath of Alaska Department of
Fish and Game, Marcia Heer of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Jchn
Klutz of the Army Corps of Engineers, Don Johnson (applicant} and
Dan Vos of the National Marine Fisheries Service.

The group walked up the stream to the lake and then back down to
salt water, away from the stream through the applicants land. Four
juvenile fish traps, spaced in the first 250 feet of the stream up
from saltwater, were set. The fish traps were pulled after scaking
about three hours (11:00 a.m. te 2:00 p.m.).

Observations

There were about 20-30 pink salmon in the intertidal zone at the
mouth of the stream. No salmon were observed building redds. The
substrate at the intertidal zone is mostly large cobble and offers
little, if any gquality spawning habitat. Photos provided by the
applicant show that at low tide the intertidal area wetted by the
stream is reduced to a narrow band.




The stream gradient is steep and within 200 feet of the mouth there
‘are cascades that are 20% and gzeater. The substrate is large
cobble, beolder and bedrock. As you progress up the stream, the
cascades get steeper and are interspersed with waterfalls. The
waterfalls are fish passage barriers. No suitable spawning gravels
were observed in the stream and no salmon were observed in the
stream.

The lake outlet was running about 9 feet wide and 8 inches deep.
There is a large falls within 100 feet of the lake. No fish traps
were set at the lake and rising fish were not observed at the lake.

Fish Traps
Trap 1 was at the mouth. No fish were caught.

Trap 2 was about 100 feet up from saltwater. One Dolly Varden and
two sculpin were captured.

Trap 3 was about 110 feet up from saltwater. Two sculpin were
captured.

Trap 4 was about 250 feet up from saltwater above the first
cascade. Nine Dolly Varden were captured up to 6 inches in length.

Discussion

Although there were pink salmon present in the intertidal area, due
to lack of optimal substrate and dewatering of most of the
intertidal area at low tide, it appears that if spawning occurs,
success would be minimal.

The stream’s cobble, bolder, bedrock substrate provides no spawning
or rearing habitat for salmon. The steep cascades and falls block
anadromous access to upper stresam reaches. The stream does not
offer suitable habitat for sustaining salmon production.

The lake was not sampled, therefore it is not known if it supperts
-a resident fish population. Due to the waterfalls, there is no

anadromous fish passage to the lake.

Fish trapping in the lower reach of the stream indicates the stream
supports Dolly Varden and sculpin. Since trapping was limited, it
is not known if the population of Dolly Varden exists beyond 250
feet up from the mouth. It is alsc not known if the Delly Varden
populaticn is resident or anadromous.

The propecsed project would divert the stream just below the lake,
run a penstock away from the stream to a generator on the
applicant’s land and return the water to the ocean several hundred



feet away from the mouth of the stream. The site visit indicates
that development of this project as proposed would have:

1. No affect on instream pink salmon production,

2. A potential small affect on intertidal spawning of pink
salmon,

3. A negative affect on Dolly Varden utilizing the stream.

However, if an alternative were developed that was “run cf the
river” and returned the water to the stream above the range of fish
usage, there would be no, impact to instream or intertidal
fisheries. Fisheries impacts would become a nonissue.

This alternative would necessitate running a power line to the
lodge site from a power generator located on the stream. Since the
powerhouse would be upstream above the fish use area, it would not
be wvisible from saltwater. This may eliminate viewshed concerns.
A powerline running to the applicants property would have less
impact than a penstock. A larger amount of water used to generate
power may be appropriate in order to make up for lost head. It may
also be appropriate to run a small potable water line to the lodge.

Thank you for the oppertunity to comment on your project.

Sincerely,

G

) P. Michael Payne
Assistant Regional Administrator
Habitat Conserwvaticn Division

NMFS Contact Person: Daniel J. Vos

cc: USFWS, EPA, ADGC, ADFG, ADEC - Anchorage
Applicant, FERC



Aucus7? 247 1999

Hicd Tidz
HNourtd pF Cxce K



OCTPHEL s/ 7&{ /9GP






1 waTER Frcl
RUGU ST a?snf 1999

2 wWarer Face
ALGusT 297 1959




Tty 6%, Zoop







OULT Frib. at LraHEE
Ausust 257 | 1999







