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Pacific Northwest Laboratories
Battelle Boulevard

P.O. Box 999

Richland, Washington 99352

Telephone (509) 376-3631
October 18, 1994

Mike Doxey

Sport Fish Division

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
1300 College Road

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Dear Mike:

We had a successful sampling trip for our ecological risk assessment study at
Eielson AFB, August 28-September 2. We collected fish, aquatic vegetation,
and aquatic macroinvertebrates from each of 8 sites on or near Eielson AFB,
and from 1 site in the Chatanika River. I appreciate your assistance in
helping us define the study locations and for loaning the fyke nets.

You might be interested in the occurrence of chum salmon spawning in French
Creek. We observed one post-spawning male near a redd and several spawned-
out carcasses about 50 yds downstream of the quarry road bridge, just north of
the base firing range. Fish ranged from about 24-28 in. long. There were 3-4
redds in a riffle/run downstream of this bridge. Several salmon eggs were
inadvertently excavated from one redd while staff were trying to collect
benthos. Bottom type in this area consisted mainly of coarse gravel, with
some cobble and sand. I have pictures of one of the salmon plus a redd on
file if you would like it for documentation. The enclosed map shows the
approximate location.

Sincerely yours,
,E;FMS

Dennis Dauble

Technical Group Manager
AQUATIC ECOLOGY GROUP
DDD: smi

Enclosure: As stated
cc: Jennifer Kiger,

354 CES/CEV
Eielson Air Force base
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