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© " MEMORANDUM Statdof Alaska

TO:

FROM:

02-001A(Rev. 10/79)

Carl Yanagawa, Regional SupervisoPATE October 3, 1985
Habitat Division
Department of Fish and Game FILE NO:
TELEPHONE NO: 479-0881
‘% ‘g. SUBJECT:
in ‘&% Qgt, Regional Supervisor Delta-Clearwater
Habitat Division (Trip Report and
Department of Fish and Game Nomination for the
Catalog

On October 2, 1985, a field trip was made to the

Delta-Clearwater to inspect a proposed subdivision referred

to as Remington Estates. Tony Booth (USFWS), Al Townsend

and myself spent approximately four (4) hours walking

(Attachment 1 - Location of Survey) through the proposed

subdivision. Observations (visual and dipnet collections)

were made throughout the area surveyed and results are
summarized below:

(1) Coho salmon adults were utilizing several of the spring
water channels and active spawning (i.e., redds) was
observed;

(2) Coho salmon juveniles (apparently two age classes) were
numerous in all areas observed (e.g., single dipnet
samples often captured 5 to 10 coho salmon juveniles).
In many calm water areas (i.e., surface area of less
than 10-square feet) with some form of cover, numbers
of coho salmon juveniles were frequently estimated at
over 100;

(3) Arctic grayling and slimy sculpin, although not numer-
ous, also were observed.

Location of proposed roads in the subdivision are delineated

in Attachment #2. In addition, approximate stream drainage

patterns and the pond area were drawn on the subdivision
plat with footnotes added to illustrate multiple locations
where juvenile and adult coho salmon were observed (Attach-

ment #3). A total of 33 adult coho salmon and over 3,000

juvenile coho salmon were observed in the spring water

channels, sloughs, and backwater areas within the actual
area of the proposed subdivision.

We recommend that the entire area within the floodplain of
the Delta-Clearwater (i.e., riparian area streamward of the
12-foot contour) as shown in Attachment #3 be included in
the Catalog of Waters Important for the Spawning, Migration
or Rearing of Anadromous Fishes utilizing an elipse to
describe the area. It would not be possible to identify
individual channels as the entire area was interconnected
stream channels, sloughs, and backwater areas.
Attachments (3)
cc: Fred Andersen, CF, Fairbanks

John Clark, SF, Fairbanks
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

- v
State of Alaska

Alan Townsend DATE: October 1, 1985
Habitat Biologist
Department of Fish & Game FILE NO:
Fairbanks

TELEPHONE NO: 895-4632
Bill Rldderh)p L SUBJECT: Coho Use of Spring
Fishery Biologist Tributaries, Delta
Department of Fish & Game Clearwater River

Delta Junction

I have been walking spring tributaries of the Delta Clearwater River
since 1976 ostensibly in the pursuit of stocked grayling. I have
cbserved considerably more silvers than grayling in these areas. I
think it is safe to say that, at one time or another, they are
ubiquitous to all the springs on both sides of the river. Of course,
saome areas may be more utilized than others. In the five springs that
I've frequented I've found the silvers use these areas most heavily
during the winter months almost to the exclusion of the main channel
which is appreciably colder. In July, they prefer the mouths of the
springs and along the margins of the main channel, although some do
remain in the springs themselves. Those springs with suitable
substratf are also used as spawning areas. I've cbserved redds,
spawning adults, and carcasses in four of the five areas. So I find
the present anadromous classification of the river ridiculous in its
exclusion of the river's spring tributaries.

For published literature I can immediately mention the annual DJ
reports of Study G-111-G: Volume 15, Pearse (1974), pp 44-46; Volume
20, Ridder (1979), p 41; Volume 21, Ridder (1980), pp 50, 76, 80, 92.

There are definitely others that mention silvers but probably few
outside of the above that specifically mention spring areas.

V2R,
P02 WWZK

02-001A(Rev. 10/79)
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Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey
Control by USGS and USC&GS
Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs taken
1951, 1952, and 1954, field annotated 1955. Map not field checked
Universal Transverse Mercator projection, 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Alaska coordinate system, zone 3
1000-metre Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,
zone 6, shown in blue

Gray land lines represent unsurveyed and unmarked locations
predetermined by the Bureau of Land Management.
Folio F-9, Fairbanks Meridian

Swamps, as portrayed, indicate only the wetter areas,
usually of low relief, as interpreted from aerial photographs
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