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Birch creek National wild River salmon spawning Ground survey -2011

The Birch Creek watershed is known to support, Chinook, chum, and coho salmon, but
limited information exists as to the extent or exact locations of spawning activity within
the drainage. In 2011, BLM fish biologists used a helicopter to locate and document
(GPS) salmon spawning activity within the upper 100 miles of the Birch Creek National
Wild River and its tributaries. The survey was performed in early August to match the
timing of Chinook spawning activity. Survey conditions were generally favorable, but
tanic water conditions (coffee color) dictated the starting point of the survey. This was
the first salmon spawning ground survey performed on Birch creek by BLM.

22 Chinook and2 summer chum salmon were documented during the survey. Chinook
salmon were observed soon after the survey began and Chinook carcasses have been
found downstream of the starting point in previous years. This information suggests that
additional Chinook salmon spawning occurs downstream of this surveys starting point
and therefore not all spawning activity was documented during the survey. The below
average Yukon River Chinook escapement in 2011 may also influence the number of
Chinook salmon observed during the survey.

Birch Creek aerial salmon spawning ground surveys, 2OII.
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