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Delta Advisory Committee
11/19/2014 Delta Jct City Hall

I.  Call to Order: 6:45 by Vern Aiton Vise- Chairman
Il Roll Call:
Members Present: Tony Williams, Tim Webb, Carl Taylor Secretary, Vern Aiton Vice Chair, Ross

Baker, Alternates, Paul Dudgeon,

Members Absent or Excused: Jacob White, Don Quarberg Chair, Rusty Craig , Jeff Lipscomb, Don
Bunselmeier, Jeff Mason, Mike Rogers, Jack Windsor,

Number Needed For Quorum on AC: 6 needed, 6 present

Ill.  Approval of Agenda: Motion and 2nd to approve

IV.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from April motion and 2nd approved as
amended

V. Fish and Game Staff Present: Brandy Baker, Bob Schmidt,

VL. Guests Present: Jim Cummings, Elizabeth Niepert
VII. Old Business: none
VIII. New Business:

Vern Aiton, 40 mile caribou report, The idea of the youth hunt split with 15 tags on the Taylor and 15 on
the Steese was discussed and it was decided to just leave it at 30 and let the hunters choose. Herd is
mostly in Canada now. There are a few caribou on the Steese with the Dec 1 hunt about to open. The
herd has been crossing into Canada near Eagle into 25B and there is some concern that hunters could
over harvest if the 40 mile herd is targeted in that area where the limit is higher. Canada is very happy
that the herd is returning there to some of its former ranges. Ross baker asked how the calf weights
were- They were high this year. Canadians are not hunting the 40 mile herd as they do not want to turn
the herd back from migrating into Canada.

Excerpt of Minutes; for a full set, please contact Interior Regional Coordinator Page 1
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Delta Fish and Game Advisory Committee
Recommendations for BOG to consider

#1. Recommendation for changing open sheep hunts,

Aug 1-9 youth hunt

Aug 10-19 drawing hunt for both residents and non-residents
Aug 20- Sept 20 regular general season

11 in favor

#2. Change same day airborne to after 6am from the current time.
11 in favor

#3. We recommend that the DNR, Alaska F&G and Federal land managers cooperate in
coming up with a state wide motorized vehicle policy.
9 in favor 2 abstain

#4. Recommend that the degree of kindred be changed from 2" degree to 1% degree of
Kindred.
11 in favor

#5. Recommend that the low income license be done away with. We feel that the $25 cost
more than pays for itself in harvested game. If social services thinks it is too exspensive
then they should pay for it. The feeling here is it is being abused.

Delta Advisory Committee
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01/20/2015 Upper Tanana/40 Mile Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 7PM at the Tok Fish & Game office conference room.

Committee members present were: Leif Wilson, Matt Snyder, Lyle Cronk, Danny Grangaard, Mike
Cronk, Thor Jorgensen, Jake Combs and Peter Talus.

Motion to approve the agenda was made with two additions. To record the minutes for compiling to
submit to local committee and Fairbanks office was added at the beginning and the ACEC with BLM in
the Mosquito Flats Area was added to the end of the agenda.

Guests attending were: Doreen Parker(ADF&G), Jerry Hill (FWS; TNWR), Aaron Atchley, Sue
Stancliff, Russ Landers, Bob Gingue, Teresa Sager(BOG), Jeff Wells(ADF&G), Jeff Gross(ADF&G) and
Aaron Bloomquist.

Proposal 207

Jake Combs made the motion to support, Lyle Cronk seconded. (7-0). After much discussion it was
decided to change #1 from August 10" to Sept. 20", to read August 7™ to Sept. 20" and to eliminate #2
and #3. Mike Cronk made motion to support with these changes, Matt Snyder seconded. (7-0)

Please see comments in full below

Proposal 208

Teresa Sager explained how proposal 208 was received and that there is still time to work on it more.
The local advisory committee would like for the Board to consider their comments which are listed at the
end of the minutes (page 3 & 4). The committee voted unanimously (0-7) to oppose this proposal. Matt
Snyder will be the member to attend BOG meeting in Wasilla.

Please see comments in full below

Comments to Proposal 208

Jake Combs made a motion to approve the comments to submit for proposal in place of 208. Danny
Grangaard seconded. Passed (7-0)

Mike Cronk made a motion to with draw the draw portion, Lyle Cronk seconded. (4-1-2abstain)

Mike Cronk made a motion to institute a tag fee for sheep of $50 - $200, Lyle Cronk seconded, Passed (7-
0)

Mike Cronk made a motion, if you apply for any current sheep draw hunt, you may not hunt from August
10™ - 19" in a general harvest area. Jake Combs seconded. Passed (7-0)

The Upper Tanana Fortymile AC has compiled the following comments/recommendations for the Board
of Game to consider during the C/SW Meeting in Wasilla on 02-13-15. The AC believes that instead of
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commenting on each individual deferred sheep proposal that it would better serve the Board to provide
comments pertaining to the overreaching concepts in the sheep proposals and issues identified in Dr.
Todd Brinkman’s recent sheep survey, so the Board could better understand our ACs point of
views/desires.

If the Board chooses to make changes to sheep hunting regulations we recommend the following:
1. Institute a fee for a resident sheep harvest ticket (tag fee) of $50 - $200.

2. If you apply for any current sheep draw hunt then you may not hunt from August 10" — 19"
in any general harvest area.

3. Motorized vehicle restrictions

a. No sheep hunting allowed the same day you’ve operated a motorized vehicle. Use
wording similar to the Same-Day-Airborne law.

b. Allow use of motorized vehicles on state maintained roads.

c. Rational/Notes: People using motorized vehicles have a tremendous advantage over
someone who flew into an area. Once a plane lands, hunters are all on foot and have to
wait until the next day to hunt. With the advancements in ATVs, ORVs, boats and other
motorized equipment, hunters are using them to travel long distances, spot and harvest
sheep in the same day. This was the reason the same-day-airborne law was created, was
to restrict hunters from doing just this with airplanes. We agree with the same-day-
airborne law and feel it should apply to other motorized equipment equally to create an
even playing field. The AC thought that there could be some sort of condition worked
out so the at sheep could be retrieved with a motorized vehicle. In this discussion,
“motorized vehicle” included land and water based machines. One member was
concerned with grouping boats into this and would prefer it to just be restricted to ATVs
and ORVs.

4. Starting resident season prior to non-resident season.

a. The AC does not support starting resident season prior to the start of non-resident
season.

b. Rational/Notes: Resident guides, who are very familiar with their use areas, would
be able to hunt while waiting for the ability to take clients in the field. This has the
potential of not relieving any perceived hunting pressure, but also increasing the
actual overall harvest of sheep.

5. Changes to Second-Degree-of-Kindred (SDK) regulations.

a. Allow SDK to hunt with their resident relative, but have SDK harvest count against
the resident relatives bag limit. IF a SDK harvests a sheep, the accompanying
Resident relative may not harvest a sheep in the same regulatory year and may not
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accompany another SDK in the same regulatory year. Non-residents would still need
to purchase the required locking tag in order to take a sheep.

b. Rational/Notes: Many members on the AC have concern over the current SDK
regulations. They believe that just because a person is a resident that does not mean
that they spend anytime participating in hunting activities. Members came to the
agreement that a change to how this is done is necessary. The AC believes that
anyone circumventing this regulation would already be doing so by not having their
relative purchase a sheep locking tag anyway.

Thank you for your consideration of our recommendations.

This is an excerpt of the Upper Tanana Fortymile AC’s minutes. For full set of minutes, please contact
the Interior Regional Coordinator.
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Fairbanks Fish and Game Advisory Committee
01.21.15 Meeting Minutes
Pikes Lodge, Fairbanks, AK

I.  Call to Order: Chairman Umphenour 18:41

Il. Roll Call -

CHAIR VICE- SECRETARY

Virgil CHAIR

Umphenour | Mike Kirk Schwalm | Al Chuck  Andrew Warren |Emma Lee

Kramer Barrette | Derrick | Glasgow Giuchici | Grennan

Present X X X X X X X X
Absent
Abs/Excused

Lee Hazen Bill Larry | Jeff Lucas Mike Larry Valerie | Vacant

Tinker Morris | Baxter

Present X X X X X
Absent
Abs/Excused X

I11.  Approval of Agenda: unanimous
IV.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: none
V. Correspondence: none

VI. Fish & Game Staff Present: Tony Hollis, Doreen Parker-McNeil, Don Young, Jackie Kephart,
Nissa Pilcher,

VII. Guests: Nate Turner (BoG), Teresa Sager-Albaugh (BoG), Henry Tiffany (BGCSB), Lt. Justin
Rodgers (AWT), Dick Bishop, Vern Aiken. Delta AC, Middle Nenana AC, and Upper Tanana AC
telephonic. Others listed under public testimony. Others who did not sign in, estimate 60 members of
the public in attendance.

BOG 207 BGP with options for aircraft restrictions for sheep hunting




Oppose Costly to public, not enforceable, will be extended to other species if passed,
0 13 federal law and guide ethics already prohibit much of this behavior, localized
problems, this behavior does not make profit for transporters so they wont do it.
BOG 208 BGP with options for modifying sheep hunting opportunities
Support
W/d The AC amended to include only the status quo option with updated
ar::tntom 13 0 management plans. Management plans are dated but this is a solution in search
. of a problem.
#1

Valerie Baxter elected to represent the AC at the Central/Southwest Meeting

XII. Adjourn: 22:45

Minutes Recorded by Kirk Schwalm

This is an excerpt of the Fairbanks AC’s minutes. For full set of minutes, please contact the Interior

Regional Coordinator.
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Lower Kuskokwim Fish and Game Advisory Committee
MINUTES- TELECONFERENCE MEETING
Monday, December 8, 2014, 1:00 pm

Call 1 (800) 504-8071 access code: 5432709#
For info contact Holly Carroll at 543-1677, holly.carroll@alaska.gov

CALLTO ORDERTIME: 1:09 by Chair: James Charles, Secretary: Sandra Nicori,
INVOCATION: Lord’s Prayer

ROLL CALL/ MEMBERS PRESENT:

NUMBER NEEDED FOR QUORUM: 7 (Bec. Oscarville seat vacant) QUORUM PRESENT: Yes
Present by phone was: Phillip Peter Sr., Akiachak; Jackson Williams, Sr., Akiak; James Charles,

Tuntutuliak; Arnold Brink Sr., Kasigluk; John Andrew and Sandra Nicori, Kwethluk; William Brown, Eek;
Henry Tikiun Sr., Atmauthluak; Earl Samuelson, Sr., Napaskiak. Henry Parks, Nunapitchuk came on line
at 1:50 p.m., Melvin Egoak, Atmauthluak, came on line at 1:57 p.m.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: approved
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES: ALREADY APPROVED
FISH AND GAME STAFF PRESENT:
Boards Support Western Regional Coordinator, Holly Carroll
Wildlife biologists (Bethel office) Patrick Jones and Philip Perry; Aaron Poetter-
Kuskokwim Area Manager —Commercial Fisheries; Hiroko Ikuta, Subsistence Division,
GUESTS PRESENT: none
OLD BUSINESS: none
PEOPLE TO BE HEARD: Questions/Concerns of the AC members and public- none
NEW BUSINESS:
e Update from new Regional Coordinator (R.C.) Holly Carroll
e Meeting minutes format and Secretary duties, officer update-officers are James
Charles, Sandra Nicori and Jackson Williams, Sr. their terms expire 6/30/2015.
o Napakiak- John Wassilie resigned, and Oscarville membership is vacant, so
may not count toward quorum until filled. Holly will send official letter to
Oscarville
o James Charles says IRA council can appoint member for Napakiak
o Arnold Brink didn’t get packet, gave address and phone to RC
e Review Deadlines: BOF proposals due April 10,2015, BOG proposals due May 1,
2015

e Suggest make a committee or chair to approve minutes

Samuelsen makes a motion that chair can approve the drafted minutes so that they can get
submitted to the BOG quickly. (Peters seconded). No discussion. Motion passed unanimous.

e Get ACrecommendations and/or comments on the following: SEE TABLE BELOW FOR
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE BOARD

Lower Kuskokwim AC Page 1
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MINUTES- TELECONFERENCE MEETING
Monday, December 8, 2014, 1:00 pm

Call 1 (800) 504-8071 access code: 5432709#
For info contact Holly Carroll at 543-1677, holly.carroll@alaska.gov

e Formerly ACR 8- Kuskokwim River: Consider providing the commissioner of ADF&G
emergency order authority to restrict gillnet gear in the Kuskokwim River drainage (new
proposal 272)

There is a March 3™ deadline for AC recommendations or comments to the Board of Fisheries.

Proposal 272, formerly ACR 8, wants to have Tier 2 but it was made into a proposal in Juneau. The
document is in the packet. Kuskokwim Salmon Management wants to restrict gill net gear to conserve
the Chinook: use lawful gear and specifications to use gillnet. Holly read part of the article on proposal
272. Comment from (Akiak member) Jackson Williams, in previous meetings with AC the elders have
stated that using the 6” gear will eventually produce smaller and smaller salmon. Lot of elders oppose
restrictions because gradually fish will decline with this size of mesh, elders say that fish, after
caught, going back to the water (i.e. falling out of the net), is doing more harm than good
(because those fish may die before they reach spawning grounds). Also, a former Yukon resident
said that dip netting in the Kuskokwim will not work because he has tried it here. John Andrew stated
that dipnetting is to be used only in times of Chinook shortages.

See more discussion and vote below. 9 yes, 1 no (from Phillip Peter Akiachak).

OTHER BUSINESS:

e Discuss moose quota/season and discuss need to write proposal-suggested by 2

members

William Brown (Eek) asked if the 24 hour time frame to call in for a moose kill can be extended
another day due to traveling and distance but the answer was to keep from going over the 100 limit of
moose that it would have to stay the same to keep from overharvesting the moose. When the snow is
favorable for counting, sometime in February, they will have a better idea of what the limit (quota) will
be and can be adjusted accordingly.

Jackson Williams asked about a winter hunt in the Kuskokwim area but the answer was that the
numbers are not favorable at the present time, maybe in 3 to 5 years it may be feasible.

Earl Samuelson commented changing the boundaries for easier access and the answer was it would take
several meetings to do it. It would also result in people having to use two different permits to hunt in
the same area. Phillip Peter asked about the opening date for portions of Johnson River. It poses
confusion because the Yukon and Kuskokwim are close together in that area. (Long discussion in yugtun
followed). Holly suggested delaying the moose subject for in-person meeting. James Charles concurred
with her.

Melvin Egoak asked if the quota can be increased to 125 moose but the answer was to do that an
updated moose count would have to be done.

Lower Kuskokwim AC Page 2
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MINUTES- TELECONFERENCE MEETING
Monday, December 8, 2014, 1:00 pm

Call 1 (800) 504-8071 access code: 5432709#
For info contact Holly Carroll at 543-1677, holly.carroll@alaska.gov

William Brown (Eek)-River at Eek for making 24 hr. report when someone gets moose or
partner still hunting, not easy for him to go home in 24 hours because river is too shallow. He’s
worried would he be cited for late reporting? Phillip acknowledges this is an issue for any
hunters that go a long way up the tributaries, but he asks that people try their best, use satellite
phone, or let someone else know to call Phillip, because the need for harvest reporting as a tool
to keep harvest at reasonable level.

e Choose member to send to Kuskokwim Subsistence Salmon Panel (KSSP)-before January
15th

Napaskiak —Earl- makes motion to appoint James Charles to attend the KSSP January 15" and
16™. Akiak seconds. John Andrew question. Henry Tikiun, 2nded. If James can’t make it, Earl
Samuelsen from Napaskiak was chosen as an alternate. Motion passed unanimously.

e Decide date and time for next meeting and face-to-face location?
Earl Samuelson suggested January 5, 2015 at 9 a.m. in Bethel in-person meeting, seconded by Henry

Tikiun, Sr.  When further information was given by Holly, Earl and Henry withdrew their motions and it
was left to call-of-the-chair and the coordinator to schedule the in-person meeting and was unanimously
consented by the committee.

BOG or | Proposal Proposal Description
BOF Number
Supports
or Number | Number Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal
Opposes? | Support | Oppose
BOF 272 Consider providing the commissioner of ADF&G emergency order authority to

restrict gilinet gear in the Kuskokwim River drainage

Earl Samuelson commented that the tundra area fishermen were unable to fish
because the 4 inch mesh was unavailable for purchase in the stores. The 4 and
a half inch mesh might be better to use. Thinks if could use 4.5” mesh size it
would be good to catch smaller salmon like reds and chums.

The representative can bring it up at the Board of Fish meeting. Henry Parks
agreed with Samuelson. William Brown said that generally the 4 and half inch
mesh if used for white fish, most people have it, he made a motion to change 4
to 4 and a half inch mesh be used, as an amendment to Proposal 272.

Phillip Peter said fish and game came and inspected nets in Akiachak and
confiscated 70, 50, 60, 45 mesh. Charlie clarified that you can amend the
motion to include a depth. Earl thinks if we select 45 meshes deep, it
should meet all of our needs, instead of one area. But the proposals don’t
say anything about depth, so it should be included.

ADF&G Aaron Poetter clarified in subsistence fishery current regulation

Lower Kuskokwim AC

Page 3
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MINUTES- TELECONFERENCE MEETING
Monday, December 8, 2014, 1:00 pm

Call 1 (800) 504-8071 access code: 5432709#
For info contact Holly Carroll at 543-1677, holly.carroll@alaska.gov

BOG or | Proposal Proposal Description
BOF Number
Supports | Number | Number
or u Y Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal
Opposes? Support | Oppose
already states they can’t be more than 45 meshes deep.
SUpF’t‘;lrts Made motion to support the proposal but change current language from
A'\“/I”END 2 1 4” to “4” to 4.5” “By 45 meshes deep gear.
MENT motion passes with amendment to gear size language
BOG 39 Reauthorize the antlerless moose season in the Remainder of Unit 18.
Akiak- motion to support, Melvin 2™.
Discussion: Phillip Perry (ADFG) gave recommendation from department- We
have 12,000 moose, recommend keeping it in place, to authorize it. Background-
supports 10 0 with antlerless moose- Advisory committees in the area need to decide if they
want it to continue each year.
Motion passes unanimously
Reauthorize the current resident tag fee exemptions for brown bear in Units 18, 22, 23
BOG 43
and 26A.
Discussion: Phillip Perry (ADFG) gave recommendation from department-
Advisory committees in the area need to decide if they want it to continue.
This proposal just talking about metal locking tag exemption, we want to
continue to have that to make it easy for hunters and consistent with other rural
Alaska areas to NOT require the metal tags.
Question- if we need to harvest a brown bear (DLP) do we have to return that to
fish and game or can we keep it? Phillip clarified it depends on the time of year if
it’s during the hunting season- you just have it sealed as usual. This bill just
removes the metal tag requirement- doesn’t affect the DLP rules.
Question- regarding tribal residents. Perry clarified that this law is for all Alaska
residents and whether or not they have to buy a locking tag and the State
doesn’t differentiate between a rural or urban person- just Alaska residents.
supports
10 0 Motion to support: passes unanimously
BOG Change BOG to a 3-yr cycle
R.C. H. Carroll read BOG handout points clarifying the department’s reasons for
supporting the change to a 3-yr cycle.
Much discussion about the proposed savings if go to 3-yr cycle, they want to

Lower Kuskokwim AC Page 4
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