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Game Managment Unit




Southern Unit 20D

* Mountains of eastern Alaska
Range

 Lowlands of Tanana River
valley




Northern Unit 20D

* Hills of Tanana uplands

* Lowlands of major river
valleys
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Delta Junction,
Delta, Deltan

Population ~3,200



Ft. Greely,

Donnelly Training Area,
National Missile

Defense Site

Population ~500
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Population ~100
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Dot Lake
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Population ~80
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Healy Lak
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Delta Fish and Game

Advisory Committee
 Delta AC serves Delta Jct.

& Dry Creek

* Dot Lake & Healy Lake
served by Upper Tanana-
Fortymile AC




GMU 20D Special Use Areas

P

MPCUA |

AIBIRIIRIRIBIRIIRIRLA DRI SRS RI R
O R ey

15 -
L i st AN W

vesmenn e e
cRCiCiw Lewm
A e e e
-+ saa K

AIBIBIIAIBIAIBIIRIRI PRI A D
R B B R R S

SRS AL I RS AT EI N
SRR AR

g - -~ o]

> 4

Communilies
Highways

GMU

Della CUA

Della Jel.
Bison Range

Defla Joi. MA

Macomb CUA

Bison Range
Youih Hund

Manacgemen Area

10 0 10 20 Miles

14



Delta Junction Bison

Range

* Created 1979 by AK
Legislature to:

—Perpetuate free-ranging
bison

—Diminish agricultural
damage from bison

 ~90,000 acres

 Annual management of
~2,700 acres bison forage
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Delta Junction Bison
Range

5 e
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Bison Range Youth Hunt

Management Area

BRYHMA estab. 2002 in DJBR
fields to reduce conflicts between

bison mgmt & moose hunters
6,380 acres in fields only
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DBH - BRYHMA
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With bison forage management,
more moose & hunters were
attracted to the fields "



BRYHMA

« Goals were to:

—1) Improve ADFG’s
ability to meet

* DJBR legislative
mandates

* Bison Management
Plan objectives

—2) Benefit farmers by
improving bison use of
DJBR
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BRYHMA

* Goals (cont.)

—3) Reduce damage to
bison forage caused
by moose hunters

—4) Provide safer work
environment for ADFG
staff
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BRYHMA

» Goals (cont.)

—95) Provide opportunity
for youth hunters to be
introduced to moose
hunting with high
opportunity for success




BRYHMA
* 10 draw permits for DM792

—bull moose (spike-fork or 50
In. antlers or 4 or more
brow tines on 1 side

—cow w/o calf
* Hunting season = Sept 1-20

* Hunt Friday-Monday 1st
three weekends in Sept.

—Each hunter has 4 days

* No motorized vehicles
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BRYHMA

« BRYHMA hunt goals are being
met:

—Reduction in bison forage
damage

—Improved workplace safety
resulting in more field work

—Minimizing disturbance to
bison during moose hunting
season

—Successful hunt

¢« 2013 = 91% success
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Delta Junction
Management Area

278 mi? proximate to Delta Jct

Area Descripti
f that
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Delta Junction
Management Area

Estab. 1974 at request of Delta
AC to close hunting around
Delta Jct. when moose
population low

— Delta Junction Closed Area

Reduced in size in 1991
Renamed DJMA in 1996

— 19 permits for DM790 bull
moose

— 6 permits for DM795
(Disabled Veterans)

2013 harvest = 11
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Delta Controlled Use Area
DCUA

 Estab. 1971 to meet sheep
hunter interest/request for
walk-in hunting, uncrowded

area
- 1,680 mi?in 20D, 20A, & 13B
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Area Description

| The Delta Controlled Use Area consists of those portions of Units 13(B), 20{A}and 20(D9 beginning at
the confluence of Miller Creek and the Delia River then west to VABM Miller, then west to include all
drainages of Anzustana Creek and Black Rapids Glacier, then north and east to include all drainages
of MeGinnis Creek to its confluence with the Delta River, then east in a straight line across the Delta

| River to the east bank of the Delta River, then north along the east bank to a point opposite the

| intersection of the Alaska and Richardson Highways, then east in a straight line to the intersection of

| the Alaska and Richardson Highways, then east along the Alaska Highway to the west bank of the
Johnson River, then south along the west bank of the Johnson River and Johnson Glacler to the head
of the Canwell Glacier, then west along the north bank of the Canwell Glacier and Miller Creek to the
Delta River.




Delta CUA

 Management goal:

—Provide:

* Uncrowded, aesthetically-
pleasing hunting

* Walk-in hunting

By managing hunter
numbers, access, &
transportation

— Harvest objective:
35 full-curl rams/yr
* 36 in. mean horn length
« 8+ yrs old 28




Delta CUA

Sheep hunting in the DCUA is
conducted as 2 drawing permit
hunts

DS203 = Aug 10 — 25
— Non-motorized/No Pack Animals
— 75 permits

DS204 = Aug 26 — Sept 20

— No motor vehicle/pack animal
restrictions

— 75 permits

2013 harvest
— DS203 =20
— DS204 =17

3 yr mean horn length
=35 3/16 in.

3 yr mean age = 8.3 yrs 29



Delta CUA

 Goals are being met?:

— Aesthetically pleasing hunt
conditions

— Address conflicts between
hunters using different
transportation

* Hunter Questionnaire RY03

— 96% (n = 74) agreed w/aesthetic
goals of area

— 81% were satisfied with hunt

— Ongoing communication
w/hunters suggests high level of
satisfaction

« DCUA contributes to ADFG
Dall sheep management plan

— Diversified recreational uses

— Address increased hunting
pressure in eastern Alaska Range

30



Delta CUA

 Significance of the DCUA

— Loss of high-quality walk-in
Dall sheep hunting
experience

 Requested by hunters in
early 1970’s

— Re-emergence of conflicts
between different means of
transportation
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Macomb Plateau

Controlled Use Area
e Created 1974 to:

— Protect critical MCH calving
habitat by restricting motorized
vehicles from Aug 10 - Sept 30

— Regulate MCH harvest
« 304 mi?
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MPCUA

“Macomb Plateau Controlled Use Area
s ) ?
Macomb, o
platean !

Area Description
The Macomb Platean f'nntruiler] Use A fthqt portion of Unit 20(D) south ut the Alaﬂm Highway,
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parts of game, from August 10 through September 30, except for a floatplane on Fish La
vehicles, including aircraft, to, from. and on the Dry Creek Airstrip at mile 1379 of the Alaska Highway.
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Macomb Plateau CUA

« Core calving grounds

* Meeting objectives to:

—Prevent habitat
degradation from
motorized vehicles

—Control harvest
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Macomb Plateau CUA

* Increasing trend for herd
since creation

* 1,800 caribou in 2010

— Highest number
documented

* 1,500+ min. count in 2013

* Harvest quota and harvest
has increased

—30-70

« Has contributed to IM Obj.
— 600-800 caribou
— 30-50/yr. harvest goal 2



Macomb Plateau CUA

 Significance of the MPCUA

— Motor vehicle disturbance
to core rutting and calving
habitat

—Increased rate of harvest
during RC835

 Quota reached earlier in
the season

* Reduction in hunting
opportunity

36



Private Agricultural Lands

~100,000 acre (156 mi®)

Hunting for bison (70%),
waterfowl, sharp-tailed
grouse, moose, & trapping .,




Delta Bison

Herd

* Herd ranges in SW 20D

38



Delta Bison

X N
S N

Stdte Iands(,lE "
A

—

e

o
rts©
ov°

: 9 0 9 18 Miles
39



Delta Bison

 Mgmt based on plan
developed with Delta
Bison Working Group

 Plans since 1980

—Approved by Board




Delta Bison

- DJBR managed to reduce
bison-agriculture conflicts

* Herd size managed by
drawing permit hunt

18,000+ applications/yr
100 permits/yr
Season July 1- une 30

Perggfasissusdii et 1 —

Mar '\\/

A




Delta Bison

 Management Activities
—Aerial surveys

—Ground based sex-
age composition
counts

—Radio collars
—Serologic survey

—Manage bison forage
on DJBR

—Administer drawing
permit hunt

—Genetics
investigations &



Delta Bison

e Issues:

* Minimize damage to
private agricultural
crops

— Addressed with DJBR &
forage management

* Military training on
bison summer & calving
range

— Cooperating with military
to minimize conflicts

43



Delta Bison

e |ssues:

—Retain access to private
land for hunters

— Escape of domestic bison

— Conservation of genetic
purity
—Exposure to livestock

diseases

 Other:

— The Delta Bison Interim Mgmt.
Plan was completed in 2012

44




Black Bear

* Accurate pop. est. not available

but extrapolated to 750
* Hunting season = no closed
season, 3 bag
« Harvest objective not to
exceed:
*15 bears south of Tanana
35 bears north of Tanana

« 2013 Harvest =8

‘Management Activities
‘Harvest tickets
*Sealing not required
‘Register bait stations
‘Nuisance bears

‘Issues = None ®



Brown Bear

- Extrapolated population

= 181-210 bears

* Harvest obj. = 5-15/yr

» Current Regulations:
‘No resident tag fees
*Season = Aug 10-Jun 30
‘Bag limit = 1/yr

* Avg. mortality = 12/yr

« 2013 Harvest =6
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Brown Bear

‘Management Activities
Seal bears
‘Nuisance bears

eIssues

Role in Intensive
Management

47



Macomb Caribou Herd

* MACH - small herd in
southern Unit 20D

Macomb Caribou Herd Range

i"‘- -- 3

T o

‘:_:I;JI-" . 5 o~
‘Big Delta N \
— s ea
T A P
s N s lake
Z; Cp

-

N
Delta Jct X .

48




Macomb Caribou Herd

e Issue

— Avoiding overharvest of
small, road accessible
herd

49



Furbearers

 Emphasized species In
fur harvest:

—Beaver
—Coyote
—Lynx
—Marten
—Red fox

—Wolverine
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Furbearers

 Management Activities
—Seal furs
—Trapper questionnaire

—Annual snowshoe hare
population survey

e Issues

—Incidental catch of
moose & caribou

o1



Moose

« Human consumption

identified as highest use
* Intensive Mgmt adopted 1995

* Pop. objective = 8,000-10,000

) GMU 20D
{ Moose Hunting
: Regulations
* GMU
20B

Delta Junction Mgmt Area Residents/non-residents: Sept 1 - 15 —- 1 bull

Residents: Sept 1-15
1 bull S/F or 50"+ antlers

or 4+ brow tines
Non-residents: Sept 5 - 15
1 bull with 50"+ antlers
or 4+ brow tines Residents: Aug 15 - 28 — 1 S/F bull or
Sept 1-20-- 1 bull
Non-residents: Sept 1 - 20 -- 1 bull

Delta Junctioniv*»
oy

GMU
20A

Bison Range Youth Hunt Mgmt Area ‘ /

Residents/non-residents: Sept 1 - 30 / S
1 SIF bull or 50"+ antlers ¢ 4 12
or 4+ brow tines. 7
1 bull per lifetime ! — S

- . Residents: Sept 1-15 —1 bull

Drawing Hunt Non-residents: No open season
\ﬁ

Residents: Sept 1 - 15— 1 bull S/F or 50"+ antlers |
2 or 4+ brow tines Residents: Sept 1 - 15— 1 bull
Non-residents: Sept 5 - 15 — 1 bull with 50"+ antiers Non-residents: Sept 5 - 15 - 1 bull > 50"+
or 4+ brow tines antlers or 4+ brow tines
o )
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Moose
e |[ssues

—High density in SW Unit
20D & antlerless hunt

—Antler restrictions
unpopular

—Motor vehicle/moose
collisions

—Nuisance moose
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Dall Sheep In
Delta CUA

¢« 2012 minimum count =
1,600 sheep

—Slightly below 1,800
population objective

 Sheep hunting divided
into 2 permit hunts:

—DS 203 Aug 10-25
* Walk-in only
—DS 204 Aug 26-Sept 20
* Unrestricted access
* 75 permits each hunt

* Average harvest = 42/yr.
last 3 yrs. 54



Dall Sheep
Mt. Harper- Goodpaster Rv

s, ey e; Torsmmem

. Portiohs of northern Unit 20D,
20B, and 20E

« ~240 mi? of sheep habitat
« 2011 pop est. =105 sheep

* 4 drawing permits for full-curl
ram

— Hunting can occur outside the
drawing permit area with harvest
ticket

e 2013 Harvest =1
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Dall Sheep

 Management Activities
—Seal horns
— Conduct aerial surveys

 |Issues

—Protecting habitat from
development

—Disease surveillance
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Small Game

* Species:
—Sharp-tailed grouse
—Ruffed grouse
—Spruce grouse
—Snowshoe hares

* Popular hunting area for
hunters from across the
state

» Sharp-tailed and ruffed
grouse populations
monitored annually

 Hare numbers in low
portion of cycle o



Small Game

 Management Activities

—Ruffed grouse
drumming surveys

—Monitor sharp-tailed
grouse leks

—Ruffed grouse habitat
management area on
DJBR

e Issues

—Developing habitat
mgmt. techniques
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Wolf

Unit 20D pop. objective
=15-125

Fall 2011 pop est ~ 115
in 12 packs

Hunting season = Aug
10 — Apr 30; S wolves

Trapping season = Oct
15 — Apr 30
Harvest averaged 47/yr
last 3 years

Portions of northern 20D
in current Upper Yukon
— Tanana wolf control
area

59
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Wolf

 Management Activities
—Seal pelts

—Annual aerial surveys
& trapper interviews to
estimate population
size

e I[ssues
—Role of wolves in Unit
20D intensive mgmt.
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Other Issues

* Forestry: Cooperating to
improve wildlife habitat

—Timber sales, wildfire

* Big game ranching: bison,
elk, yak, reindeer

* Impacts of fencing on
private land

* Domestic livestock &
disease

 Enforcement: poaching

2



Unit 20D Summary

Bison

— Continue to work with Ag
Producers to address
concerns

— Delta Junction Bison Range

— Slightly above population
objective

Black Bear

— Harvest objective met

Brown Bear
— Harvest objective met

Macomb Caribou Herd
— Population objective met
—Harvest objective met

—Harvest falls within ANS
ranges

63



Summary

* Moose

—Population slightly below
objective

—Harvest below objective

* Dall sheep

—Population slightly below
objective

—Harvest objective
* Horn size slightly below obj.
* Age objective achieved

* Wolf
—Population objective met



The End

Questions?

65



2014 BOG Regulation Proposals
Unit 20D




Proposal 90

Proposal: Reauthorize the antlerless moose hunting
season in Unit 20D

Submitted by: ADF&G

Issue: The Unit 20D antlerless moose hunts must be
reauthorized annually

ADF&G Position: The department SUPPORTS this
proposal

Rationale:

— Allow continuation of Bison Range Youth Moose
Hunt

— No plans to issue antlerless permits for RY14.
Reauthorization is requested in the event that new
data indicate a hunt is preferable.

Delta AC Recommendation: SUPPORT




Proposal 90

Background:

« BOG adopted Intensive Mgmt for Unit
20D moose in 1995

— Population objective = 8,000 — 10,000
— Harvest objective = 500 - 700
By 2006, population in SW Unit 20D
increased to 5.6 moose/mi2
— Moderately low twinning rate
— Moderately high browse utilization



Proposal 90

Background cont’d: Game Managment Unit
+ Southwest Unit 20D

— South of Tanana River
— West of Johnson River

« Location of highest
moose density &
population growth

 Extensive agricultural

e M
2

Delta Jct

land clearing & wild rarsy g S\ e
fires last 30 years

« Created abundance of
high quality moose
habitat

* High bear & wolf
harvest




Proposal 90

Background cont’d:

« Unit 20D antlerless moose harvest (cow not accompanied by a calf)
- 2006 = 52 cows

SW Unit 20D Bull & Cow Moose Harvest 2000-2012 - 2007 = 507 cows
- 2008 = 382 cows
- 2009 = 113 cows
Total = 1,054

1l
jIilililNiN]]

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012

m Bull Harvest m Antlerless Harvest 5

0




Proposal 90

Background cont’d: - SW Unit 20D cow hunts have reduced
moose population density:

- 2006: 7,559 moose = 5.6 moose/ mi?
- 2012: 4,268 moose = 3.2 moose/ mi?

Southwest Unit 20D Moose Population Ests (SCF) 1973-2012

Number Moose

+ \

4

1973 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012




Proposal 90

Background cont’d:

% Cow Moose With Twin Calves in SW Unit 20D, with
2-year average trend line

*Decreasing trend in
20D twinning rates
from 2005 - 2010

« 2013 - SW Unit 20D
twinning rates have
increased to 26%




Proposal 90

Background cont’d:

SW Unit 20D Bull Moose Harvest
2000-2012

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012

m Bull Harvest

« SW Unit 20D bull harvest

is stable

e Harvest 2000-2012:

139/yr. (avg.)

e 2012 bull:cow ratio =

30:100

e 2012 calf:cow ratio =

36:100



Proposal 90

Background cont’d:

 Calf (approx. 9
months of age)
weights have
increased:

*2010 = 340 Ibs.
*2012 = 366 Ibs.

e Winter browse
removal (%)
decreased:

« 2007 = 25%
« 2010 = 15% 9




Propo

Data from research in
SW Unit 20D will help
guide the decision on
when antlerless hunts
may be utilized to
manage the moose
population

No immediate plans,
but measurements of
density-dependent
nutritional condition
indices remain a tool

Data to be collected:

— Movement &
population identity

— Aerial survey
sightability

— Weights of 9 month
old calves

— Overwinter browse
utilization

>

sal 90
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Proposal 90

Summary:

« SW20D had very high density moose
population = 5.6 moose/mi?

1,054 cow moose harvested from 2006-2009

« Moose density reduced to 3.2 moose/mi?

* No more antlerless moose permits issued
until data collection suggests there is a need

11



Proposal 90

Summary, cont’d:

 Keep antlerless moose hunt authorized:

— Allow continuation of Bison Range Youth
Moose Hunt

— No plans to issue antlerless permits for
RY14, but requesting reauthorization as
management tool

12



Proposal 90

Reauthorize the antlerless moose hunting
season in Unit 20D

The department SUPPORTS this proposal

Questions?

13



Proposal 91

* Proposal:

— Change DM795 bag limit for residents and
nonresidents to 1 moose every 4 years (except
calf or cow accompanied by calf)

— Align DM795 season dates for residents and
nonresidents

— Change eligibility qualifications for DM795
applicants to “recipient of the Purple Heart Medal”

« Submitted by: Delta Fish and Game Advisory
Committee and Fort Greely Garrison

* Issue: Development of a hunt for disabled military
personnel with qualification criteria that meets
public acceptance, increases opportunity, and

contributes to moose management in Unit 20D b



Proposal 91

« ADF&G Position: The department is
NEUTRAL on this proposal

« Rationale: ADFG has no biological concerns

- Allocative proposal

- The board may wish to consider whether
proxy hunting should be allowed

« Delta AC Recommendation: SUPPORT

15



Proposal 91

Background:

« The Delta Junction community - long term interest in a
hunt for disabled military individuals

Concerns have existed about DM795
— Disabled Veterans and Active-Duty Military Personnel
—  50% or greater service-connected disability

Limited community acceptance

Ft. Greely joined efforts w/Delta AC

Sought input/collaboration

Focused on vision of accommodating those who had
lost ability to participate in hunting

“Purple Heart Recipient” and 100% disabled eligibility

criteria to reflect the vision "



Proposal 91

Background @ |
continued: b ] e
g 3{' 7 e a

- Attempt to
accomplish
goals but not
add to
regulations or
create a special
hunt area

- Utilize the
existing DM795

17



Proposal 91

Background
continued:

- Attempt to
accomplish
goals but not
add to
regulations or
create a special
hunt area

- Utilize the
existing DM795

Y Mgmt
KANDM7.90/7.95
l// R

Q.

2

e

10
Miles
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Proposal 91

Background continued:
 Joint effort to fit the vision and goals with DM795

« Change the bag limit to 1 moose (except calf or cow
accompanied by calf) every 4 years

— Increase probability of success

—  Attempt to distribute the opportunity for a permit to as
many different eligible applicants as possible

 Align resident and nonresident seasons

—  Focus on participants who have service-connected
disability, not their residency

 Provide management tool with small, consistent
antlerless harvest

19



Proposal 91

Regulation Comparison:

Hunt Area

Eligibility

Bag Limit

Season

Existing DM795

Same

Disabled veterans &
disabled active-duty
military personnel
w/50% or greater
service-connected
disability

Bull w/50 in. antlers
or antlers w/4 or
more brow tines on
at least 1 side

Proposed DM795

Same

Recipient of the Purple
Heart Medal to be
certified by the U.S. Dept.
of Veterans Affairs as
having 100% service-
connected disability

1 moose every 4 yrs.
(except calf or cow
accompanied by calf)

Resident: Sept. 1-15
Nonresident: Sept. 5-15

Residents &
Nonresidents: Sept. 1-15

20



Proposal 91

Background continued:

« DM795

— In existence since 2010
— 6 Permits/Year
— 7 bulls harvested since 2010

Year # Permits

Harvest (bulls)

21



Proposal 91

Background continued:

If approved, potential take of 6 cow moose/year

DM792 (Bison Range Youth Hunt) : avg. 5 antlerless
moose/year since 2003

Provides small, consistent antlerless harvest
Biologically sound

Contributes to managing the stable to slowly increasing
moose population in SW Unit 20D

Community Pulse:

. Small Scale Antlerless Hunts = palatable

. Larger Scale Antlerless Hunts = less palatable -



Proposal 91

Issues:

 Some past applicants will no longer be
eligible for this hunt

- Avg. 62 applicants per year since 2010

* Proxy hunting:
— legal in all antlerless moose hunts

— Does not meet intent of proposal for providing
opportunity to disabled military personnel to
actively participate in hunting

23



Proposal 91

Summary:

Broad collaboration

Seeking opportunity for a specific group
Public acceptance

Provide best chance for success

Provide equal hunting opportunity for
residents and nonresidents

Work with existing hunt (DM795)
Antlerless harvest = management tool
Proxy hunting not the intent of this proposal

24



Proposal 91

Summary continued:

-  Change DM795 eligibility

- Purple Heart Recipient with 100% service-
connected disability

- Change DM795 bag limit

- 1 moose every 4 years (except calf or cow
accompanied by a calf)

-  Change DM795 season

- Align resident and nonresident seasons

25
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Proposal 91
Changes to DM795

- Bag limit

- Season dates

- Eligibility = Purple Heart/100% Service-
connected disability

The department is NEUTRAL on this proposal

Questions?

27



Proposal 92

Proposal:

— Change resident bag limit for bison in Unit 20D to
1 bison per lifetime

— Place restriction on household eligibility for 20D
bison permits. Eliminate party applications from a
single household for Unit 20D bison

ISsue: Concern about inequity that some
individuals may never draw a permit for Delta bison
while others may draw multiple permits.

ADF&G Position: The department is NEUTRAL on
this proposal

Rationale: Allocation issue. The department has no

conservation concerns regarding this proposal.

Delta AC Recommendation: OPPOSE

28



Proposal 92

Background:

. Delta bison hunts have been conducted since 1950

 Very popular/high demand hunt

— 9,414 avg. applicants/yr. since 1989
— 18,042 avg. applicants/yr. past 5 years
 (0.6% drawing success)

 Electronic records for bison permits go back to 1982
« Since 1982:

— 103 individuals have drawn >1 permit

— 3 individuals may have drawn 3 permits

— 88 party permits have possibly been drawn by members

of the same household
29



Proposal 92

Background:

e Since 2003:

— 10 individuals among 1,775 permit winners (0.9%) have
drawn a permit more than once

« January 2008 BOG approved changes for bison permit
eligibility:

— Residents:
. from 1 bison every 5 years
. to 1 permit every 10 years

— Nonresidents: 1 permit in a lifetime

 Therefore, no one has won a bison permit more than
once since the change went into effect in RY09

K10



Proposal 92

Regulation Comparison:

-Eligibility
for 20D bison
permits

Existing

Proposed

RESIDENTS:
1 permit every 10
years

RESIDENTS:
1 permit in a lifetime

NONRESIDENTS:
1 permit in a lifetime

NONRESIDENTS:
No change

HOUSEHOLDS:
Restricted to 1 bison
permit/household/
regulatory year

31



Proposal 92

e |ssues:

Allocative proposal

Increased complexity for
administration of bison hunts:

Eligibility for 20D bison hunts would be
different than other bison hunts

Determination of members from same
household

32



Proposal 92

Summary:

- Eliminates eligibility of a resident to win more than
1 Unit 20D bison permit in a lifetime (aligning
resident & nonresident eligibility)

« Eliminates possibility of 2 members from the same
household being drawn for individual permits or
together on a party permit application

 Requires department to adjust admin. of drawing
process for Unit 20D bison permits to

accommodate difference in eligibility
33



Proposal 92

The department is NEUTRAL on this
proposal

Questions?

34



Proposal 93

Proposal: Allow the take of up to 100 bulls from the
Macomb caribou herd in Unit 12, in combination with Unit
20D, to correct a discrepancy in the regulations by
aligning the harvest quota for both units

Submitted by: ADF&G

ISsue: Housekeeping proposal to correct an inadvertent
discrepancy in the hunting regulations

ADF&G Position: The department SUPPORTS this
proposal

Rationale: Benefit the public and AK Wildlife Troopers

— instilling confidence in accuracy & reliability of the
regulations

— aid in understanding of the department’s management of
the Macomb caribou herd

Delta AC Recommendation: SUPPORT 35




Proposal 93

Background:

The Macomb caribou herd is harvested in portions of
Units 12 and 20D

BOG increased the harvest quota from 50 to 100 caribou
for the Unit 20D portion of the hunt in 2008

Department overlooked requesting the same quota
increase for the Unit 12 portion of the hunt area

36



Proposal 93

37
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Proposal 93

Background continued:

 The harvest quota was 50 bulls during RY08—-RY10
 The harvest quota was 70 bulls during RY11-RY13

 Annual harvest ranged between 48-73 bulls during
RY08-RY13

39



Proposal 93

Background continued:

. Minimum counts of Macomb caribou herd since RY06
were the highest documented

. Minimum counts have been stable since RY11

Year Minimum Count Bulls:100 Cows | Calves:100 Cows
No Data No Data

39 10
37 15

40



Proposal 93

Summary:

Macomb caribou herd is at a high population
level

Housekeeping proposal to correct
discrepancy and to align harvest quotas
within the hunt area

Improve accuracy and instill confidence in
the reliability of the regulations and aid in the
understanding of the department’s

management of the Macomb caribou herd
41



Proposal 93

Correcting a discrepancy in the harvest quota
for Macomb caribou herd in Unit 12

The department SUPPORTS this proposal

Questions?

42



Macomb Caribou Herd
Management History

Background:

« The Macomb caribou herd is harvested in portions of
Units 12 and 20D

« BOG made a positive C&T finding for the Macomb
caribou herd

« BOG set an amount reasonably necessary for
subsistence (ANS) of 10—40 caribou

« Efforts to balance subsistence opportunity &
management for sustained yield harvest have been a
long, ongoing challenge

43



Macomb Caribou Herd
Management History

Management Actions & Notable Events in the Macomb
caribou herd history, 1970s—2000s:

e 1970s-1980s: Population decline was documented

« Beginning of 40 year effort to address the decline &
stabilize the hunt structure & harvest to balance
subsistence opportunity with sustained yield harvest

J 1971: Delta Controlled Use Area established

« 1974: Macomb Plateau Mgmt Area (renamed Controlled
Use Area) established

« 1977: Emergency Order closure

« Late 1980s: Customary and Traditional (C&T) Use
Determination

44



Macomb Caribou Herd
Management History

Management Actions & Notable Events in the Macomb
caribou herd history, 1970s—2000s:

 1990s:

— Hunt changed from drawing permit to resident-only
registration to accommodate C&T use finding

— BOG determined the ANS to be 10—40 caribou

— Hunting season in September (overlap w/moose
season 1997-98)

— Hunting season closed 6 years in the 1990s because
herd below population objective

« 2002: Season dates changed to August 15-25 to
separate from moose season & revision to DCUA
boundary (highway corridor)

« 2002 & 2003: Emergency Order closures after short
duration seasons

45



Macomb Caribou Herd
Management History

Management Actions & Notable Events in the Macomb

caribou herd history, 1970s—2000s:

46

2004: Hunt area boundary adjustment (Jarvis Creek) to
address rate of harvest

2006: Season dates changed to August 10-25 w/harvest
quota of 25

2008: Season dates of August 10-28 to include 3 days of

motorized access in western part of hunt area w/harvest
quota of 50

2008: BOG approved increase in Regulatory harvest
quota from 50 to 100

2009-2013:

Season dates of August 10-27 to include 2 days of
motorized access in western part of hunt area

Permitting authority quota increases from 50 (2009) to 70
(2010-2013)



Macomb Caribou Herd
Management History

* Focus & goals of ADF&G’s management efforts:

provide subsistence harvest opportunity w/out
exceeding harvest quotas

ensuring adequate opportunity for subsistence
meeting Intensive Management population and harvest
objectives

Most goals have been consistently met since RY06
when core season dates in the middle of August

were established

Reasons for core season dates of August 10—27:
slow rate of harvest by utilizing DCUA and MPCUA
provide some motorized access opportunity

conduct the hunt outside of moose season 4



Macomb Caribou Herd

Management History
. Since RY06 when core season dates in the middle of

August were established

- Harvest has been within ANS ranges of 10—-40 caribou and 15
days of subsistence hunting opportunity have been provided

every year

— No emergency closures of the hunting season

— Reported harvest and quotas have increased

Year

Harvest Quota

Harvest

48



Macomb Caribou Herd
Management History

Since RY06 when core season dates in the middle of
August were established

Harvest quota was exceeded in 4 of the 8 years

Year Harvest Harvest lllegal Kills
Quota

IIIIIII - Quota

exceeded
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Macomb Caribou Herd
Management History

Since RY06 when core season dates in the middle of
August were established

The IM harvest objective of 30-50 caribou has been met 6
of the 8 years

Year Harvest IM Harvest Harvest
Quota Objective

50



Macomb Caribou Herd
Management History

Since RY06 when core season dates in the middle of August were
established

The IM population objective of 600-800 caribou has been met or
exceeded every year

Pop. estimates/minimum counts have been the highest
documented

Year Min. Bulls:100 Calves:100
Count/Pop. Cows Cows
Est.

48 31

68 29
No Data No Data

32 26

39 27

39 10
37 15

51
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Macomb Caribou: Access Management for
RC835

Access Review

A portion has no motorized vehicle or pack animal
restrictions for the entire season (north of Alaska Highway,
east of Bear Creek, south of Macomb Plateau, and east of
the Johnson River)

A portion is closed to motorized vehicle use for the entire
season (Macomb Plateau Controlled Use Area), but open
to pack animal use

A portion has motorized vehicle and pack animal
restrictions for most of the season and no restrictions on
the last 2 days of the season (Delta Controlled Use Area)
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Proposal 94

* Proposal: Create 2 hunt areas with different
seasons for Macomb caribou (RC835) and
extend the season

e |SSuUes:

— Concern that hunting in the eastern part of the
RC835 hunt area is poor & caribou are
inaccessible in August

— Provide hunters in the eastern part of the hunt
area a better opportunity to harvest a bull

— Eliminate motorized access in the western
part of the hunt area

— Warm temperatures in August increase
potential for meat spoilage

56



Proposal 94

« ADF&G Position: The department is NEUTRAL
on this proposal

« Rationale: Allocation issue. The board should
consider if the current regulatory approach & the
proposed changes provide reasonable
opportunity for subsistence uses

« Delta AC Recommendation: OPPOSE

o7



Proposal 94

Existing Hunt Structure:

« RC835

 Registration Hunt

 Resident Hunters only

 August 10—-September 30 framework (5 AAC 85.025)

« Season dates of August 10—27 under ADF&G’s
discretionary permit authority

« Harvest quota =70 bulls
58



Proposal 94

Proposed Hunt Structure:

e Create 2 hunt areas with different seasons & extend
the season for the portion of the hunt area in Units
12 and 20D east of the Johnson River

— Unit 20D, west of the west bank of the Johnson River:
August 5-25

— Unit 20D, east of the west bank of the Johnson River,

and Unit 12, west of the Glenn Hwy. and south of the
AK Hwy: August 26—September 20
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Proposal 94
Hunt Structure Comparison — Discretionary Permit Authority:

Existing RC835

Proposed Macomb Hunt

-Motorized
access west Yes-2 Days
of Johnson

River (within DCUA)

- Motorized
access east of
Johnson River

Yes-entire season
(except MPCUA)

- Number of
hunt days
west of
Johnson River

18 days

- Number of
hunt days

east of 18 days
Johnson River

\[o)

Yes-entire season
(except MPCUA)

21 days

26 days

64



Proposal 94

Harvest History for Eastern part of Hunt Area:

. Since RY06 when core season dates in the middle of
August were established

— Since RY06, the area east of the Johnson River (including
the Macomb Plateau) has produced an average of 42% of
the total annual harvest

65



Proposal 94

Effects of Proposal/lssues:

24 days of potential hunting opportunity
would be added to Macomb caribou season

Additional season length in portion of hunt
area increases LE complexity

Regulations for the hunt would increase in
complexity

Reduced hunt area for early part of season-
this could result in increased hunter density
in early season 66



Proposal 94

Effects of Proposal/lssues:

« Potential loss of caribou hunting opportunity in
eastern part of hunt area

« Season date change & overlap with moose season

* Potential gain of caribou hunting opportunity
due to overlap with moose season

« Division of harvest quota between hunt areas
« Half of quota for each area
« Leftover from 15t season

67



Proposal 94

Effects of Proposal/lssues:

* Increased potential for emergency closure and
exceeding the harvest quota due to overlap
with moose season

 May be necessary to shorten hunt period
w/discretionary permit authority (only after
consultation with BOG)

* Unit 12 regulations will require revision
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Proposal 94

Summary:

- Efforts to balance subsistence opportunity &
management for sustained yield harvest have
been a long, ongoing challenge

* Most goals have been consistently met since
RY06 when core season dates in the middle of
August were established

* More likely the season would need to be closed
by emergency order and the harvest quota could
be exceeded due to overlap with moose season

 May be necessary to shorten hunt period
w/discretionary permit authority (only after
consultation with BOG)

* Unit 12 regulations will require revision

69



Proposal 94

Create 2 hunt areas with different seasons for
Macomb caribou (RC835) and extend the season

The department is NEUTRAL on this allocative
proposal

The Board may wish to consider whether or not
reasonable opportunity for subsistence is provided

Questions?

70




Proposal 95

* Proposal:

— Change the season dates of the Macomb caribou
registration hunt (RC835) to August 10-25

 exclude motorized vehicle access when Delta
Controlled Use Area (DCUA) restrictions are
lifted

— Create a drawing permit hunt during August 26—
September 10 for Macomb caribou herd

— Require a locking tag for caribou harvested in the
proposed drawing permit hunt

« Issue: Concern from some members of the Delta
Junction community about issues associated with
the 2 days (August 26—27) of motorized access
hunting during RC835, particularly in Jarvis-
McCumber Creek area 71



Proposal 95

« ADF&G Position: The department is NEUTRAL on
this proposal

e |ssues:

— Proposal represents a significant reduction in
subsistence opportunity while adding nonsubsistence
opportunity; BOG should consider if the current
regulatory approach & the proposed changes provide
reasonable opportunity

— Locking tag would assist AK Wildlife Troopers &
hunters with identifying legally harvested c

— ADF&G has no conservation concerns, harvest
expected to remain stable and within sustained yield

 Delta AC Recommendation: SUPPORT 72




Proposal 95

Existing Hunt Structure:

« RC835

 Registration Hunt

 Resident Hunters only

 August 10—-September 30 framework (5 AAC 85.025)

« Season dates of August 10—27 under ADF&G’s
discretionary permit authority

« Harvest quota =70 bulls
73



Proposal 95

Backqground:

Motorized Season Information

Jarvis Creek-McCumber Creek area (west side of hunt
area) is easily accessed from the Richardson and Alaska
O WWEVE

This area experiences the highest use of motorized
vehicles for caribou hunting in the Macomb hunt area

2008 was first year in recent history during which the
last days of the hunt occurred outside DCUA restriction
(6 consecutive seasons of motor vehicle use during last
days of hunt in western portion of hunt area)

Average of 30 caribou harvested annually since 2008
during motorized access
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Proposal 95

Background continued:

Motorized Season Information

 Annual avg. of 56 hunters reported using ATVs & other
off road vehicles in Jarvis-McCumber Creek area since
2008

— Increasing trend during 2008-2010 w/peak in 2010
— Decreasing trend from 2010-2013

 Annual avg. of 83 hunters reported hunting Jarvis-
McCumber Creek area since 2008

—  Reported hunter numbers peaked (101) in 2010
—  Numbers stabilized 2010-2012
— Decreased in 2013

75



Proposal 95
Proposed Hunt Structure:

 Registration Hunt (RC835 hunt area) for resident hunters
only

« Season dates of August 10-25

and
 Drawing Permit Hunt (same hunt area) up to 25 permits
« Season dates of August 26—September 10

With requirement of a locking tag to ID caribou
76
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Proposal 95

Effects of Proposal/lssues:

* This proposal outlines a change in codified
language (5 AAC 85.025) that would result in
a 36 day reduction in subsistence
opportunity

Codifed Proposal 95

Season Dates | Aug. 10 —Sept. 30 | | Aug. 10 — Aug. 25
(subsistence)

 This proposal reduces subsistence
opportunity and adds non-subsistence
opportunity through a drawing permit hunt
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Proposal 94

Summary:

- Efforts to balance subsistence opportunity &
management for sustained yield harvest have
been a long, ongoing challenge

* Most goals have been consistently met since
RY06 when core season dates in the middle of
August were established

« 2 days of subsistence hunting (Aug. 26—-27) would
be eliminated from RC835 (discretionary permit
authority)

« 36 day reduction in subsistence opportunity
(codified regulation season dates)



Proposal 95

Summary:

« The RC835 annual harvest will likely decrease

« ADF&G has no conservation concerns, harvest
expected to remain stable and within sustained yield

« BOG should consider if the current regulatory
approach & the proposed changes provide
reasonable opportunity for subsistence uses

81



Proposal 95

Change the Macomb caribou (RC835) season

Develop drawing permit hunt for Macomb caribou

The department is NEUTRAL on this proposal

Questions?

82



Proposal 96

 Proposal: Change the general moose season
dates for the area known as Johnson Slough
Island in southern Unit 20D to September 1-20 by
including it in the hunt area for the season in
northern Unit 20D

e |SSUe:

— Adding this small area south of the north bank
of the Tanana River to the hunt area for the
season north of the north bank of the Tanana
River

— Some residents who live proximate to the island
are concerned about loss of opportunity to call
bull moose on the island late in the season

83



Proposal 96

« ADF&G Position: The department is NEUTRAL on
this proposal

 Rationale:

— Allocation issue
— ADF&G has no conservation concerns

— BOG may wish to consider the impact to law
enforcement

« Delta AC Recommendation: OPPOSE

84



Proposal 96
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Proposal 96

Background:

. Johnson Slough Island is separated from southern Unit 20D by a
narrow slough and from northern 20D by the Tanana River
- F e - $ 7
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Proposal 96
Existing Hunt Structure:

BAG | PERMIT/| OPEN
OPEN TO UNIT/AREA LIMIT| HUNT | SEASON

Residents  Unit 20D south of the north bank of the One Harvest Sept1-15
only Tanana River and east of the west bank bull Ticket
of the Johnson River, except that portion
within the Robertson River drainage
south of the confluence of east and west
forks.
(Applies to islands in the Tanana
River, including Johnson Slough

Island)
Residents  Unit 20D north of the north bank of the One Harvest Sept 1-20
and Tanana River and draining into the bull Ticket

Nonresidents Volkmar River east to and including the
Billy Creek drainage, excluding the Healy
River drainage



Proposal 96

Background continued:

 Johnson Slough Island is separated from southern
Unit 20D by a narrow slough and from northern 20D by
the Tanana River

« 8.7 square mile area

« Aligned with southern Unit 20D (like all islands in the
Tanana River in Unit 20D)

« Within the Fairbanks Non-subsistence Area

89



Proposal 96

Background continued:

In 2008, the BOG extended the moose season in
eastern portion of Unit 20D north of the Tanana River

to September 1-20

In making this determination, the BOG considered the
moose hunting regulations that identified the north
bank of the Tanana River as separating Unit 20D for
moose hunting

Alaska Wildlife Troopers (AWT) have stated the
current boundary is an aid for law enforcement

AWT report that this long-standing boundary is
understood & recognized by hunters (all islands of the
Tanana in Unit 20D are in southern Unit 20D)
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Proposal 96

Background continued:

Moose Population

« 2012 northern 20D population estimate = 2,400
— 59 bulls:100 cows
— 13 calves:100 cows

« Southern 20D population was stable 2010 through 2011
- 4,200 to 4,500 observable moose
— 30 bulls:100 cows (2011)
— 35 calves:100 cows (2011)

 Unit 20D bull moose harvest stable 2010 through 2012
— Range 245-261

 Reported harvest in this area (including Johnson Slough
Island) was 29 (103 hunters)
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Proposal 96

Effects of Proposal/lssues:

An 8.7 square mile island in the Tanana River
would be removed from southern Unit 20D moose
hunt area and added to the northern Unit 20D
moose hunt area

The resident moose hunting season dates for this
island would change from September 1-15 to
September 1-20

A September 1-20 nonresident moose season for 1
bull would be added for Johnson Slough Island

Change to a clear and distinct, long-standing
boundary between 2 moose hunt areas

Harvest is not likely to significantly increase 7
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Proposal 96

Change general moose season dates for Johnson
Slough Island (move to northern Unit 20D)

The department is NEUTRAL on this proposal

Questions?

Yohn sol

20D South

L 4 Moose: Sept.'1-15,/1 Bull

94




