
Alaska Board of Game
Agenda Change Request Policy

Because of the volume of proposed regulatory changes, time constraints, and budget
considerations, the boards must limit their agendas.  The boards attempt to give as much advance
notice as possible on what schedule subjects will be open for proposals.  Following are the
regulations under which the Board of Game considers agenda change requests (5 AAC 92.005):

BOARD OF GAME

5 AAC 92.005.  The Board of Game may change its agenda for consideration of proposed
regulatory changes in accordance with the following guidelines:

(1) A request for a change must state in writing the change proposed and the reason it should
be considered out of sequence;

(2) a request must be sent to the executive director of the Boards Support Section at least 45
days before a scheduled meeting unless the board allows an exception to the deadline
because of an emergency;

(3) the executive director shall attempt to obtain comments on the request from as many
board members as can reasonably be contacted; and

(4) if a majority of the board members contacted approve the request, the executive director
shall notify the public and the department of the agenda change.



5 AAC 96.625.  JOINT BOARD PETITION POLICY 
 
(a)  Under AS 44.62.220, an interested person may petition an agency, including the Boards of 
Fisheries and Game, for the adoption, amendment, or repeal of a regulation.  The petition must clearly 
and concisely state the substance or nature of the regulation, amendment, or repeal requested, the 
reason for the request, and must reference the agency’s authority to take the requested action.  Within 
30 days after receiving a petition, a board will deny the petition in writing, or schedule the matter for 
public hearing under AS 44.62.190--44.62.210, which require that any agency publish legal notice 
describing the proposed change and solicit comment for 30 days before taking action.  AS 44.62.230 
also provides that if the petition is for an emergency regulation, and the agency finds that an 
emergency exists, the agency may submit the regulation to the lieutenant governor immediately after 
making the finding of emergency and putting the regulation into proper form. 
 
(b)  Fish and game regulations are adopted by the Alaska Board of Fisheries and the Alaska Board of 
Game.  At least twice annually, the boards solicit regulation changes.  Several hundred proposed 
changes are usually submitted to each board annually.  The Department of Fish and Game compiles the 
proposals and mails them to all fish and game advisory committees, regional fish and game councils, 
and to over 500 other interested individuals. 
 
(c)  Copies of all proposals are available at local Department of Fish and Game offices.  When the 
proposal books are available, the advisory committees and regional councils then hold public meetings 
in the communities and regions they represent, to gather local comment on the proposed changes.  
Finally, the boards convene public meetings, which have lasted as long as six weeks, taking 
department staff reports, public comment, and advisory committee and regional councils reports before 
voting in public session on the proposed changes. 
 
(d)  The public has come to rely on this regularly scheduled participatory process as the basis for 
changing fish and game regulations.  Commercial fishermen, processors, guides, trappers, hunters, 
sport fishermen, subsistence fishermen, and others plan business and recreational ventures around the 
outcome of these public meetings. 
 
(e)  The Boards of Fisheries and Game recognize the importance of public participation in developing 
management regulations, and recognize that public reliance on the predictability of the normal board 
process is a critical element in regulatory changes.  The boards find that petitions can detrimentally 
circumvent this process and that an adequate and more reasonable opportunity for public participation 
is provided by regularly scheduled meetings. 
 
(f)  The Boards of Fisheries and Game recognize that in rare instances circumstances may require 
regulatory changes outside the process described in (b) - (d) of this section.  Except for petitions 
dealing with subsistence hunting or fishing, which will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis under the 
criteria in 5 AAC 96.615(a), it is the policy of the boards that a petition will be denied and not schedule 
for hearing unless the problem outlined in the petition justifies a finding of emergency.  In accordance 
with state policy expressed in AS 44.62.270, emergencies will be held to a minimum and are rarely 
found to exist.  In this section, an emergency is an unforeseen, unexpected event that either threatens a 
fish or game resource, or an unforeseen, unexpected resource situation where a biologically allowable 
resource harvest would be precluded by delayed regulatory action and such delay would be 
significantly burdensome to the petitioners because the resource would be unavailable in the future.  
(Eff. 9/22/85, Register 95; am 8/17/91, Register 119; readopt 5/15/93, Register 126) 
 
Authority:  AS 16.05.251, AS 16.05.255, AS 16.05.258 
 



Kristy Tibbles                                       
Executive Director              
Board of Game              
Juneau 

February 3, 2012 

EMERGENCY PETITION FOR AGENDA CHANGE REQUEST 

Issue: 

5AAC 98.005 Areas of Jurisdiction for Antlerless Moose Seasons 
For the purpose of implementing AS 16.05.780, antlerless moose seasons require approval by a majority 
of the active advisory committee’s located in. or the majority of whose members reside in, the affected 
unit or subunit.  For the purpose of this section, an “active advisory committee” is a committee that 
holds a meeting and acts on the proposal. 

Reason for Request: 

Recently  5AAC 98.005 has been interpreted by the Department of Law to mean that only Advisory 
Committees with a majority of whose members reside in the unit or subunit have authority to 
reauthorize antlerless moose hunts. Meaning since the management of these antlerless moose hunts 
are at the subunit level only those committees with a majority of their members residing in that subunit 
have authority.  In the case of 20A this would be the committee’s of Middle-Nenana and Minto-Nenana.  
This is contrary to historical action where the Fairbanks, Delta, Minto/Nenana, and Middle-Nenana AC’s 
have assumed authority to reauthorize this hunt in the spirit of joint stewardship.  I request that the 
Board of Game take up this issue at the Interior Board of Game Meeting in March 2012.  This is an issue 
which is of an emergency nature to the constituency of the Fairbanks and Delta Junction communities 
and it cannot wait until the next State Wide Board of Game meeting when it will be in cycle again. 
 
Other: 

Due to this unforeseen and unexpected event it is critical to establish which AC’s have authority for 
reauthorization.  The antlerless moose hunts in GMU 20A have been extremely critical in regulating 
growth of this moose population. The habitat in 20A cannot sustain growth, and is at or above carrying 
capacity now.  Biological information indicates lower twinning rates, high browsing of biomass, 
reproductive pauses, delayed first year of reproduction, and low calf weights.  The confusion 
surrounding this issue could result in no reauthorizations for antlerless moose in this GMU until this 
issue is resolved.   Failure to resolve this issue immediately could result in loss of a biologically allowable 
resources harvested.  A delay in correcting this regulatory action could prove to be a significant burden 
to the communities of Fairbanks, Delta Junction, and potentially Minto and Nenana as it has not been 
verified that either of these communities have a majority of their members residing in the subunit.  
These resources are too critical to these communities to not allow for their participation in the 
reauthorization process, and in fact without their participation it is expected that this harvest 
opportunity will be lost, as the only AC left in the reauthorization has not proven to be supportive of 
these hunts. To put it into perspective this lost opportunity represents the loss of 75,000 lbs of lean 
moose meat to our communities. 

Submitted by Raymond H. Heuer 
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