
AOepartment of Fish and Game- September 30, 2011 ~ 
Decision outline for Pacific cod fishery coordination 

c4 
1. Parallel A-season opening: Current status: mirrors federal waters opening on Jan. 1 for fixed gear (pot, jig, and longline) and Jan. 20 for 

trawl gear. 

2. State GHL opening (parallel A-season closing) options: For each management area, the board must decide if gear types will open 

together or independently of each other. 

Following federal A­

season sector closure 

(pot, jig, and/or longline) 

--And/Or--

Date certain 

(e.g., March 15) 

Or: Date certain­

department discretion 

Note: Federal pot and longline sectors are expected to close late winter/early spring (status quo: 

allocation is similar to historical harvest). Federal B-season does not open for non-jig gear until Sept. 1. 

Federal jig sector was allocated more than historical harvest and step-up provisions will likely increase 

season length as allocation increases. Federal B-season for jig gear opens June 10. 

Note: These options may result in concurrent seasons (most likely in the jig fishery). Board may 

recommend NMFS close the federal A-season jig fishery on March 15 to avoid concurrent fishing. 

Implement concurrent fishing mitigation measures if either of these two options is chosen without 

making a recommendation to NMFS to close the federal jig fishery on March 15. 

Under department discretion, the board would allow the department discretion to open a state-waters 

season on the date specified based on an assessment of inseason effort and harvest rate and the 

department's ability to provide for orderly fishing seasons. 

Options for mitigating concurrent seasons: (see Attachment 1) 

• Vessels may not register for the state-waters fishery if they are currently participating in the federal fishery. 

• Vessels must validate (only in person or via fax) existing state-waters registration when checking back in or 

invalidate state-waters registration when leaving state-waters fishery. 

• All catch must be delivered prior to state-waters registration and prior to invalidation of registration. 

..; 

• State-waters registration will occur only in person (or via fax from remote locations) during regular business hours. 

3. State GHL closing options: 

Date certain 

Or: Date certain­
deoartment discretion 

Note: Implement concurrent fishing mitigation measures if this option is chosen. 

Note: Date certain avoids concurrent fishing if the state-waters GHL is not harvested prior to 

the federal B-season opening date. The board may also provide department discretion for state­

waters closure. 
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Decision outline for Pacific cod fishery coordination 

4. Parallel B-season opening options: 

Once the GHL is achieved in a state management area 

or 

Once all the GHLs in the federal regulatory area are achieved 

Note: These options dictate whether state management areas are 

independent or dependent on each other (i.e., in the CGOA: do all 

state management areas (Areas H, K, and L) need to be closed prior to 

opening the parallel waters or can a state-water fishery be open in 

Area L while a parallel fishery is open in Area K?). 

--And/Or--

Date certain (i.e., mirror federal B-season openings) 

Or: Date certain- department discretion 

5. Reopen the state GHL season options: 

If the parallel B-season is opened prior to the state GHL being reached in one or more management areas, the state GHL season will 

reopen in the area(s): 

Following federal B-season 

sector closure (pot, jig, or HAL) 

--And/Or--

Date certain 

Or: Date certain­

department discretion 

Note: In some years, the federal B-season has remained open through the end of the year. 

Note: This option may result in concurrent fishing if the federal TAC is not harvested prior to 

whichever date the board sets. Implement concurrent fishing mitigation measures if this option 

is chosen or provide the department with discretion to assess manageability as outlined under 

#2. 

6. Rollover Dates: The board may wish to consider modifications. 

Pacific cod management plans specify various dates when an unharvested jig allocation can be made available to other legal gear 

(generally pot gear). Current rollover dates are: August 15 -Chignik, September 1 -Cook Inlet & Kodiak, October 1 - Prince William 

Sound, October 31- South Alaska Peninsula. 

7. Managing other gear types: The board should decide if the parallel waters will remain open or close to federal gear sectors not included 

in state-water management plans (i.e., trawl in all areas and longline for all areas except PWS) when the state-water fisheries are open. 
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' Attachment 1 

Mitigating for concurrent state-waters and federal Pacific cod seasons 

Adopting all of the following measures will mitigate, but not eliminate, management imprecision 

associated with concurrent fishing. Some enforcement concerns may also be mitigated. 

1. Vessels may not register for the state-waters fishery if they are currently participating in the 

federal waters fishery. Vessels may not participate in the state-waters and federal fisheries in 

the same trip. The state-waters registration should restrict registration to one gear type. 

+ Simplifies catch accounting; state-waters fishery accrues towards GHL; federal/parallel 

fishery accrues towards TAC. 

Difficult to enforce; vessels are unobserved and are not required to have vessel 

monitoring systems (VMS} when participating in the state-waters fishery. Jig vessels are 

VMS-exempt in the federal fishery. 

2. Vessels must validate (only in person or via fax} existing state-waters registration when checking 

back into or invalidate state-waters registration when leaving state-waters fishery. 

+ Accurate real-time tracking of effort entering and leaving the fishery for inseason 

management. 

+ May ease enforcement concerns; would know which vessels are active. 

Difficult to manage and track with large fleets (i.e., Kodiak jig fleet}. 

Requires additional resources (staff time}. 

3. All catch must be delivered prior to state-waters registration and prior to invalidation of 

registration. 

+ Ensures correct catch accounting. 

+ Reduces incentive to switch between federal and state fisheries. 

Requires additional resources to verify landing. 

4. State-waters registration will occur only in person (or via fax from remote locations) during work 

week (M-F, Sam-4:30pm}. 

+ No extra work after-hours or on weekends. 

+ May facilitate more accurate accounting of effort. 

Alternative option to allow for department discretion: 

The department may open a state-waters season based on an assessment of inseason effort and harvest 

rate and the department's ability to provide for orderly fishing seasons. The department may open the 

state-waters season concurrently with the federal season or when the federal season is complete. 



Table 1. State-waters Pacific cod jig fishery season dates. 1997-2011 --

I JIG I 
I Kodiak I I Chignik I L South Alaska Peninsula I I Cook Inlet J I Prince William Sound I 

open close open close open close open close open close 
1997 4/4 12/31 1997 4/15 6/15 1997 4/4 12/22 1997 4/4 10/2 1997 4/4 10/2 
1998 3/17 12/31 8/1 9/30 1998 3/10 10/9 10/26 12/31 10/26 12/31 
1999 3/21 8/31 10/28 12/31 1999 3/15 12/31 1998 3/17 10/5 1998 3/17 10/5 

10/6 12/31 1998 4/1 4/26 2000 3/11 9/19 10/9 12/31 10/9 12/31 
2000 3/11 12/31 5/20 12/31 2001 3/6 6/12 1999 3/21 9/1 1999 3/21 9/1 
2001 3/11 12/31 1999 4/21 9/1 2002 3/5 4/26 10/5 12/31 10/5 12/31 
2002 3/16 12/31 10/5 12/31 2003 2/24 4/22 2000 3/5 12/31 2000 3/11 12/31 Inside District 

2003 2/16 5/9 2000 4/15 12/31 2004 3/2 4/14 2001 3/5 12/31 7/5 12/31 Outside District/Western Section 
2004 2/7 4/20 2001 3/11 12/31 2005 3/3 8/31 2002 3/10 12/31 2001 3/11 12/31 
2005 2/2 4/21 2002 3/1 12/31 2006 3/9 9/1 2003 2/10 12/8 2002 3/16 12/31 
2006 3/7 9/1 2003 3/1 6/4 2007 3/15 9/1 2004 2/1 12/31 2003 2/16 12/31 
2007 3/6 9/1 2004 3/1 12/31 2008 3/7 9/1 2005 1/27 12/31 2004 2/7 12/31 
2008 2/27 9/1 2005 3/1 12/31 2009 3/4 9/1 2006 3/1 10/2 2005 2/2 12/31 

10/5 11/22 2006 3/1 9/1 2010 2/26 5/27 2007 2/28 12/31 2006 3/7 12/31 
2009 2/3 9/1 2007 3/1 9/1 2011 2/25 4/26 2008 2/21 9/1 2007 3/6 9/1 

10/3 12/31 2008 3/1 9/1 10/4 12/31 2008 2/27 9/1 
2010 2/7 6/5 10/5 12/31 2009 1/28 9/1 10/4 12/31 
2011 2/5 4/14 2009 3/1 9/1 10/1 12/31 2009 2/3 3/27 

10/3 12/31 2010 2/1 9/1 2010 2/7 2/23 
2010 3/1 12/31 9/13 12/31 2011 2/5 2/23 
2011 3/1 ongoing 2011 1/30 ongoing 
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I Jl ~ POT r "' I 
I ~ .iiak I I Chignik I I South Alaska Peninsu' .. I Cook Inlet I I Prince William Sound I 

open close open close open close open close open close open close 

1997 4/4 5/4 1997 4/15 6/15 1997 4/4 12/22 1997 4/4 4/7 1997 4/4 10/2 
9/1 9/30 8/1 9/30 1998 3/10 4/14 6/15 10/2 10/26 12/31 

10/28 12/31 10/28 12/31 1999 3/15 4/11 10/26 12/31 1998 3/17 10/5 

20091 3/14 3/27 
2010 2/7 2/23 
2011 2/5 2/23 

1998 3/17 4/27 1998 4/1 4/26 10/31 12/31 1998 3/17 4/7 10/9 12/31 
9/1 12/31 1999 4/15 9/1 2000 3/11 4/8 6/15 10/5 1999 3/21 9/1 

1999 3/21 4/29 10/5 12/31 2001 3/6 4/13 10/9 12/31 10/5 12/31 
10/6 12/31 2000 4/15 12/31 2002 3/5 3/24 1999 3/21 5/1 2000 3/11 12/31 Inside District 

2000 3/11 12/31 2001 3/11 12/31 2003 2/24 3/11 6/15 9/1 7/5 12/31 Outside District/Western Section 

2001 3/11 12/31 2002 3/1 12/31 2004 3/2 3/24 10/5 12/31 2001 3/11 12/31 
2002 3/16 5/4 2003 3/1 4/11 2005 3/3 3/24 2000 3/5 5/1 2002 3/16 12/31 

9/1 12/31 2004 3/1 5/13 2006 3/9 3/29 6/15 12/31 2003 2/16 12/31 
2003 2/16 3/2 2005 3/1 5/10 4/4 4/8 2001 3/5 5/1 2004 2/7 12/31 
2004 2/7 2/22 2006 3/1 9/1 2007 3/15 4/17 6/15 12/31 2005 2/2 12/31 
2005 2/2 2/13 2007 3/1 9/1 2008 3/7 4/1 2002 3/10 5/1 2006 3/7 12/31 
2006 3/7 3/29 2008 3/1 9/1 2009 3/4 4/4 6/15 8/5 2007 3/6 9/1 
2007 3/6 4/8 10/5 12/31 2010 2/26 3/23 9/1 12/31 2008 2/27 9/1 
2008 2/27 3/26 2009 3/1 9/1 2011 2/25 3/11 2003 2/10 2/27 10/4 12/31 

10/5 11/22 10/3 12/31 9/1 12/8 2009 2/3 3/27 
2009 2/3 2/18 2010 3/1 4/6 2004 2/1 2/23 2010 2/7 2/23 
2010 2/7 2/23 2011 3/1 3/17 9/1 12/31 2011 2/5 2/23 
2011 2/5 2/18 2005 1/27 3/16 

3/16 3/26 
9/1 12/31 

2006 3/1 5/1 
6/15 10/2 

2007 2/28 5/1 
6/15 9/1 

2008 2/21 5/1 closed 4/1 for vessels >58' 
6/15 9/1 vessels < 58' only 

10/4 12/31 all vessels 

2009 1/28 3/18 
10/1 12/31 

2010 2/1 3/28 
9/13 12/31 

2011 1/30 3/19 closed 3/13 for vessels >58' 
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Christopher Johnson 
FN Sukhoi 

11465 South Russian Creek Road, #1 
Kodiak, AK 99615 

Phone: 907-654-7947 

Vince Webster, Chairman 
Alaska Board of Fisheries 
Boards Support Section 
P.O. Box 115526 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

September 20, 2011 

Pacific Cod for Kodiak Area 
RE: Proposal# 4, #5, #6 

Dear Chairman Webster and Board Members, 

I am writing to you in support of the Kodiak Area Pacific Cod Management Plan, 
Proposals 4, 5, and 6. I was born in Kodiak, Alaska and grew up commercial fishing with 
my father and have had a connection to the ocean and fishing my whole life. I became 
apart of the cod jigging fleet in January 2011 at the age of 24 when I purchased my first 
fishing vessel. I chose to get into cod jigging because it is one of the last open entry 
fisheries in Alaska that a young person without very much money could get into. If 
accepted, these three proposals will help young people like myself starting out in this 
industry become successful. 

Proposal 4 - Harvest overage in state-waters Pacific pot cod - Support 

This proposal suggests two options for addressing the overages in the state-waters Pacific 
Cod Pot Fishery. As the proposal states its preferred solution, I am also in support of 
divorcing the pot and jig allocations so that the jig fleet has the opportunity to harvest its 
full quota. Taking the pot overage out of the jig quota is entirely unfair to jig fisherman 
because it is taking money out of jig fishermen's pockets. 

Proposal 5 -Lawful gear for Kodiak area - Support 

This proposal deals with one of the most unjust and illegal situations that could easily 
occur during the state-waters Pacific cod jig fishery, the use of illegal gear types. I 
believe there should be no other gear than jig gear on the boat, to provide a level playing 
field for all jig fishermen. 
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Proposal 6- Cap on 58' and larger- Support 

I support this proposal because the larger vessels are capable of fishing in rougher 
weather than the rest of small vessels in the jig fleet, which historically have been the 
heart of the fishery. This pushes the smaller vessels to try to fish in rougher weather, 
which adds yet another level of danger to an already dangerous industry. Capping the 
large vessels of 58 feet at their 10% historic high harvest is not only fair, but alleviates 
the pressure on the smaller boats to try and fish in weather that is outside their vessels' 
safety zone. 

Please contact me if there are any questions about my comments. I appreciate you taking 
your time to review my thoughts and hope you will pass these three proposals. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher Johnson 
FN Sukhoi 
Kodiak, Alaska 
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Kodiak Fish & Game AdYisory Committee 
September 22"d 2011-KN\\'R\'C 

Oliver Holm Chairman 

1\!mut~' r<pre•ent :1 p"raphra,t·d •umm:Jr' of the~\( . d,•partment •t.1ff .1nd putlw comm~nh and ar.: n.:-t .1 'erhat1m tran•cript nf the 
mi.'cttn~ r:JP~' nf (he mt'tin!! an· :n;.uL.thk for rr\l~" h~ rnnt,;,Httn!! tht" comm1ttet ,e-rret..tr~; 

Call to order: 7:10pm at K~\VR\'C 
Roll Call: QuPrum achi~\d \\ith 12 m~.:mh:r;-;. <Jii\l.?r H,Jlm .. Paul Chcr.an.1k. Julil.' 
Ka\ anaugh. Ron K::n ::mJu~h. l),,n Fux. Kip Th,•ml.'t. I Lm c; CiooJdl. P1.'l1.: Harmah. Ri~.:k [km:'. 
Rolan Runs anJ Stc\ e T autl.'nt t(:,r Lou Docht<.?mnnn L 

Department staff: -:\i-:1, Sal;;alkin JnJ \tar\... StichcrL 
Public Safety: :\one. 
Alaska Board of Fish. B<) F rn..:mb..:r Su~::m J.:t'frc: \\as abk to attend t~1r p;:~rt ~._--,f the meeting. 
Correspondence: '\~.me 
Chair Announcement!'-: :\~.•n..:. 

Old Business: '-:one. 
:'\ew Busines~: 

1) Cod proposals: Discussion and committee .1ctitll1 on coJ prL•r,,:;al,.; anJ r\CR 7 
regarding K()(iiak tanni2r ~.:rab pot limib. 

2) K-\C member to BOF meeting: Julie Ka\ anaug.h \\a:; s-:l..:t.:tt.:d t,) reprc5cnt the 
aJ\ isor: com mince at the Octt1\:>er B< H- meeting in Anclwra~c. 

3) Date for next K.\C meeting: Dc.::emb~r 8''' 2011 set as dare w Jiscuss anJ take 
actilm on st:1t<.: \\ide gamL' pmpthaJ:.... !he rnccting will he at ipm at the K'-:WR\"C. 

AD.JOl-R:'\---1 O:OOpm 
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Comments from the Kodiak Fi-.h ... '1.: Game Ad\ ison Committee re: Pcod proposab 

Gulf ojAiasAa Pacific cod 

Proposal I Action: fails 12-0 

Description: Rc\it.:\\ li..::..:n.~in:; a:1d ri.'!X•rtin:;. rt?,iuir..:mcnb l~'r p:rr~1lki Pa..::iric C1'd frshcri;::,; ft.lr 
t..'('-orJinatiun '' irh feJ.:r.d P .h:i tic cud. 
Amendments: '\~.,ne 
Discussion: 
Staff comments: OPPOSED. Prnp,,sJi i:-, !th.' compk' .mJ r..:sulr:; in unfunJcJ Cthb to the 
Jepartm.:nt. 
Committee comment.;: .\;,;r.:..: ''ith anJ stippt)rl su!Yt..',,mm.:nh. 

Propos:.1l2 Action: Faib 12-0. 

Description: \\ ,\UiJ rcljuir;;: i~Jcra! I I P lic;;:n-.<: and ,,b,cn -:r C(l\ ·..:r:1:;.-: \\hen particip;.Hing in ~l 

paralic! Paciti..:: end ti~hcr~. 
Amendment: 
Staff comments: R:::Cl'mm-::nJ n~_; actinn l.l'~ ... dl; It~l\\('d thc BUF lacks auth·.•rit~ ti..1 require 
r(-J..:ralliccns.: in stat.: \\at..:r:s. 
Committee comments: .\gr..:e \\ ith and :-;upp<..1rl -,t;.!lT ._.,,mmcnts :.ll1J a~r;:~;.• \\ ith K.\C rm:mhcr 
\f::; Ka\anaugh th:.:t it \\\•ulcl be unctHblituti,nJI 

J.,:odial. Pacific cod 

Proposal3 Action: Passes 12-0. 

Description: De\ elc.)p rcguLition~ tz' CtH'r~..!in~itc sUte .mJ l~JcrQ] PJci ti...: n;,J tish.:rie..;. 
Amendment: "on<.'. 
Discussion: 
Staff comments: :\El.TR.\L Thi~ is a pbcdw!Jcr prc'P''"a! t(> put an i~su.:s t'n tab!.: t\.1rthc 
BOF to c~.msidcr 

Committee comments: .\rk:- a kn:;thy di:-;cu:-.~i(\n the a,h i:;or~ cni:Irnitt-:t:: came up'' ith a 
recommcnd:.ttion t\•r at k.1~t the 1 ,; sc:1s'm tt1 'cc \\hat i.;sucs might ari:'<:. 
K-\C recommendation: Sta:c \\Jtcr jitc- scJS('n \\ill open -tS hour~ after feJi.'ral :\jig season 
c],lS('S and\\ iii du->e c>n ,,, bct"nrc Jun.: g:n w:l! rel'rcn -+8 h,lllfS ar"kr the fcJ.:ral B Season 
...:k,s.:s. Put s-:..:tur up...:ns- Ja:s rdlcn\int,: the f.:~.h:ral .\ s.::is1m c!c,sur.:. DJte l;•r an; rema1mng 
yU('ta fi.1r a n.1ll•.>\<.:r :-:.eaS\'>11 h) b.: s..:r h~ the BOf . 

Proposal .t . \ction: Passes 12-0. 

Description: .-\ddr;.::-;-;; ('\ era:;cs in ::,tate: \\::Her Pacific: C1'J lishcr~ . 
. -\mendment: "one. 
Discussion:(proposal .t continued) 
Staff comments: :\El"TR-\L. \\a:-.. h"l ..,!,,'.\ th~.· ti~tll'r:, i- t,• ha\.: r(>t limib. trir limits or 
n:..;tndcd fi-,;hing time-; 
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' 
Comment-. from the h:odiak Fish & Gam~: Ad' i"'OJ! Committee rc: Pcod proposals 

Committee comm~:nh: \tkr Ji:--r.:us:-;i<l!l K \C ,m,! JuJir.:I\I..:e mem\-lr.:r~ f.:lt thr.: tiirr.:st \\a~ hl ::''' 

for ht'!h g~ar gruur~ ''tiLl l j be [,; adnp! the :: : ~: 1 r:rnari \ (' in the rn)r()~·d. 

I) Establish r••t anJ ii:; a!lo...:Jtion:, in th-: Sldtc-\\J!crs Pdcilic Cl;J \LlnJ:,!<:11k'l1! Plan Slh.:h 

th3t O\ eragc:- in th: pt)t tishr.:r; J,; n~_;t imp:tLt thr.: jig tishcr; a!lt•catic•n 

Proposal 5 Action: Take no action 12-0. 

Description: .~\llO\\ .:~n:: ji:; t,:c:Jr onhoarJ a rr.::;istr.:reJ stat..:O-\\atc:rs Paciric C(d Ii:,: \cssd. 
Amendment: \:'-1n..:'. 

Discussion: 
Staff comments: :\[ l"TRAL. Some jig' essds haJ ge;1r that was difti..:ult h• remc1\ e from th~ 
\esse! !such as redsl causing con..:em \\ithin the ji:; tkct. 
Committee comments: .-\llt:r K:\C and audi.:n..:e Jisr.:u:-;si1.1n cumminc:e mcmbc:rs der.:ided tu take 
11•) acti~.1n and kt the stakerk>ld~rs hamm.:r s.,mr..:thing out at th~? BOF m~?~ting in cnmmitte~? in 
Cktobcr. 

Proposals 6 & i ( taken and acted on together) Action: Proposals 6 & ., fai112-0. 

Descriptions: 6) Cap ji;; \ .:ssd;; tner .:;g ft anJ larger h:' 1 no o of the s:ate \\Jter aii,Katinn and 7) 

Cap jig \ esseb O\ er 58 ti t•• :: 5'1 o or th.: state-'-' a:crs Paci tic .:oJ jig all~.,-.:ati~.~n. 
Amendment: '\one. 
Staff comments: :\El.TRAL. 
Committee commenb: Ct•mmittct: mcmh:rs :lgr~::o::J \\ ith KAC member .\1r. B.:ms that the 
tishery was initiated as an c:ntr; k\cl fisher; anJ as th.: lar:,?er \~?ssds h;:ne.nt c\Cn reached the 
JO~o kwl so thJ.t n~.• a..::tiun \\US \\arr:.~nted at thi~ tim.: anJ if some pr~.,blcm:;; sh~.)uld arise in th..: 
future then the 80!' .:oulJ t1kc it up in an(Jthcr b<•<1rJ c~ck. 

ProposalS Action: Passes 12-0. 

Description: :\mend rcgulJ.tor; d..:scripti,,n ,,r K,,Jial... ground !ish area and districts. 
Amendment: \:one. 
Discussion: 
Staff comments: lluuse keeping propos::tl 
Committee comments: .\gr.:-.: \\ ith and SUf'P•-'rt 't.ltl ,:umm~;.•nts. 

Chignik Pacific cod 

Proposal 1-4 Action: Fails 12-0. 

Description: Establish 1-+-da) stanJ-dP\\11 pcriPJ ~~~r \Csscb u:.in;,; P~'l :;-:ar in a Par.:ific coJ 
tisher; prior to rc:;i->tcrin!:' ~~~r th-: Chignil-. statc-\\atcr Paciti.: cod sea:-;,'n. 
Amendment: 7\,,nc. 
Staff comments: :\El'TRAL the prupt)SJl i" :dl,,...:.Hi\.: in n.1turc. 



(omnH·nts from the Kodiak Fbh ~' Came .\th i"o0 Committn· re: Pcod proposals 

Committct: comments: K\C mcmh:r' ·Tr"'•'\(.: th:- rr•T•''-cll JS i: \\tll_;!c! rc.tli<.h.:.lcC -:,;J h• the 
t'hi::;ni~ tl'"~('t J\',.a~. fr, 1 1T~ ,,<~~~r \~-.,:--.~1:--- rh~1: :Lt...iitiit!1 .. ili; fi:"'h thi~ ~tr~·a .\rrr\'\l:i1~Hcl~ ·7-g 
~~!~..h~1k b~1aL-:- \\tJUlJ r~ 2-f~-l·\..~\.::..!. ~1.1!111..:' l\fth~ \~''>~i-.. t!~ .. i: ~';.JDl'-"' in~\' th\.? ar;..\.t ['\;!h fish anJ t;.:n.J\.:r 
\.:\!I:tr:1cnt~ tlrl t!~c !~)Il~)\\ i::; I""~::.)r't.)~._lf:--; ::1 ~ t\. ! h -~tpr!:. h· .. :rc th~ '-·~1n1r:1itt~c \\t·lulJ ilk..: h' rcfL:'rcn.:c 

Prop!h;tl 15 \ction: Fails 12-0. 

Dt:-.criplion: RcJL:..:(.' ~'•.1t lir~lit i:1 statC-\\~tkr- f'.~..:iti..: end rishcr; t"wm (,!) tn .j.() r•il". 
Amendment: 
Staff commcnh: :\Tl"TR\L '\,, hiul••;;i~.rl,•r nu:u~;:rncn! Ct•rk·c;r•-
Committcc comment': it \\J:i n,,:cJ th;Jt th-:rc ;If;.' n,, Lh.:al rr•)t;C:-.,<lf:i l!lth .. : ;trc;l ;mJ that J j,.t 

"'!' th~ ~ .. lh.:h i~ t~njcr~j h} ~\.tr:J P'-'irn anJ K\ .. 1 Ji..1~ 'lt•\\ in:; the fi:-:-h~r: ,id\\ n n1 .. 1hc-.... it l\?:-;~ 

o.:.'l..-'lln~.)n1ical t~_·, rcr~J~r th:o: ~\:'tJ :1-~ th~ tt..?n~.-h:r~ \\t.'·ULJ (t.in~,._~ in \\·ith ~n1..1ll\.·r l~_,a,J.-... Ju\.: t\) ha\ in~ h"' 
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Proposal 16 Action: f" ail" 12-0. 

Description: l 'taHi'>h d.1il; ti,hing pcri' ,,! t·•r 1\,..:i !i..: ,:oJ tislh:r~. 
Amendment: '\on.:. 
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A."odia/.. tanner crab 

Action: Pas'i(.'" I 2-U. 
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UNALASKNDUTCH HARBOR FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

P.O. BOX 162 UNALASKA, AK 99685 

Alaska Board of Fisheries Meeting 

October 6-10, 2011 Anchorage, AK 

Pacific Cod for Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, Kodiak, Chignik, 
and South Alaska Peninsula Areas 

Unalaska/Dutch Harbor AC Comments on the following 

Proposals from their September 1 th 2011 meeting held in 

Unalaska, Alaska 

A. Proposal18 under Amend 5 AAC 28.577. South Alaska Peninsula Area 
Pacific Cod Management Plan vessels transferring from Area 0 must 
stand down for seven days. No motion made to support. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Proposal19 under 5AAC 28.577. South Alaska Peninsula Area Pacific 
Cod Management Plan. Develop regulations governing the state water 
Pacific Cod fisheries to address federal/parallel Gulf of Alaska gear sector 
allocations. No motion made to support. 
Proposal 20 under 5AAC 28.577. South Alaska Peninsula Area Pacific 
Cod Management Plan. 
Proposal 302 was motioned by Roger Rowland and seconded by Don 
Goodfellow. Mary Swenzfier spoke on proposal 302 which deals with 
Onboard Observer Certification and Decertification. She expressed that 
the wording would be more concise and raises the standards of the 
behavior of observers. Mr. Graves said that he liked the proposal, and 
wanted clarification on Observer responsibility. Mr. Holman inquired about 
what was considered still on the boat?' Motion passes 7-0. 

E. Proposal 303 was motioned by Roger Rowland and seconded by Don 
Graves. Shellfish On board Observer Program. Proposal 303 is about 
when vessels needs and observer and harassment issues, which may 
also include vessel crew. The proposed harassment wording is more 
concisely stated. "for the purpose of this section, 'harass' means words, 
conduct, or action that, being directed at the observer, other issues that 
could cause emotional distress in the observer.' Motion passes 7-0. 

F. Proposal304 motion to adopt was made by Roger Rowland and 
seconded by Katherine McGlashan. Mrs. Fitch stated this proposal was 
modifying the Tanner crab pot storage area in the Eastern Aleutian Islands 
Tanner Crab fishery. Motion passes 7-0. 



UNALASKA/DUTCH HARBOR FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

P.O. BOX 162 UNALASKA, AK 99685 

G. Proposal305 was motioned by Roger Rowland and seconded by Don 
Goodfellow. The proposal would change the King Crab fishing season 
Area Q. Change fishing season date for St. Matthew Island blue king crab 
fishery to September 15 or September 1st from October 15th. The 
proposal changes (1) male blue king crab may be taken only from 12:00 
noon September 15 (or maybe September 1) [OCTOBER 15] through 
11 :59pm February 1; [JANUARY 15]. Mrs. Fitch spoke on how much was 
caught, this season the quota was at 1.4 million pounds and only 1 million 
pounds having been caught to date. Mr. Kelty mentioned that this fishery 
was rationalized with an 80/20 North /South regional split, with the South 
communities, with the 20 % of the harvest landings. Mr. Rowland asked if 
the molting season would be a problem, Mrs. Fitch said there was no 
concern. Mr. Graves stated that he supported the motion, this may 
increase the harvest allowing the T AC to be taken in total and it is three 
day run from St. Matthew Island to Unalaska. Motion passed 7-0. 

H. Proposal306 was a proposal on Escape mechanism for shellfish and 
bottomfish pots. This proposal is for a super exclusive area Norton Sound 
and the Unalaska Advisory Committee had no comment. 

I. Proposal 307 -was motioned to adopt by Roger Rowland and seconded 
by Don Goodfellow. 5AAC 35.520 Size limits for Registration Area J; 
and 5AAC 35.508. Bering Sea District C. bairdi Tanner crab harvest 
strategy. Mr. Kelty stated that if the size limit was reduced to 5" this would 
increase the TAC and allow the fishery to open, it would also reduce 
catches of sublegal male crab, thus reducing handling and discard 
mortality. Motion passed 7-0. 

J. Proposal 308 Motion made by Roger Rowland and seconded by Don 
Goodfellow. Advisory Committee took 'No Action'. This issue was specific 
to Kodiak. 

K. Proposals 309, 310, 311, 312, & 314 were all motioned to adopt by 
Roger Rowland and seconded by Don Goodfellow, the committee took 
'No Action' on these items. 

L. Proposal 315 motion to adopt by Roger Rowland and seconded by Don 
Goodfellow. This new section Clarifies restriction on use of sport, 
personal, or subsistence caught shellfish by owner, operator, or employee 
of a lodge, charter vessel, or other enterprise that furnishes food, lodging, 
or sport fishing guide services as follows. Mr. Goodfellow emphasized that 
he has been at a business where this has happened and it subsidizes 
their operation. Motion supported 7-0. 

2-19-11 

Frank Kelty Chairman Date 



Seward Fish and Game Advisory Committee 

Meeting of September 30, 2011 
OCT ... ~, 2011 

..... 

BOJViDB 
Comments on Select Proposals for Pacific Cod ANCHOAAse 

for Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, Kodiak, Chignik and South Alaska 
Peninsula 

Proposal 1 Dubuc/Hatch 11-0-0 
Discussion lead by Hubbard who is an active participant in the cod fisheries. 
Group endorses the idea of streamlining and eliminating redundant paperwork. 
Why are two separate logbooks required that capture the same information. 
Daily reports via satellite are required for some operations. 
The AC hopes to raise awareness concerning the complex and redundant 
paperwork that interferes with actual fishing activities and may not contribute to 
meaningful management of the fisheries. 

Proposal2 Hubbard/White 0-10-1 
As discussed this would seem to be detrimental to small scale fishermen. 
Seems to fly in the face of state management 
At this point reject the proposal unless a more detailed explanation of the 
benefits can be provided. 

Proposal3 No Action 

Proposal 4 No Action 
Comment: allocative issue should be addressed by the Board 

Proposal 5 [as amended] Hatch/Hubbard 
Amendment: Make this a statewide proposal Hatch/Hubbard 

11-0-0 
11-0-0 

Discussion lead by Hubbard with direct knowledge of the problem. 
Certain individuals with jig permits for cod in state waters may actually be 
harvesting them with long line gear that is on their vessels. 
It seems very unlikely that some of the large catches by certain "jig" boats could 
have been accomplished in the times stated other than with longline gear. 
To level the playing field, all 'jig' boats should have only that gear aboard for the 
state waters fishery. 
Small vessels regularly swap longline reel drums with drums containing drift nets, 
so it should be not inconvenience to remove longline gear prior to a jig fishery. 



Enforcement needs to be more aggressive in monitoring this situation so that 
legitimate jiggers are not penalized. 
We have amended the proposal to make it applicable statewide and urge the 
Board to consider this approach. 

Proposal6 No Action - allocative 

Proposal? No Action - allocative 

Proposal 8 No Action - we are not familiar with the area 

Proposal34 No Action 

Proposal 35 No Action 

Proposal 36 Hubbard/Dubuc 0-5-3 
General discussion, but in the end decided there was not enough information to 
make a reasonable decision. 
Need more clarification and input from F&G 

Proposal 37 No Action 
Felt that data was being captured at the time of landings. Need clarification from ) 
F&G as to why the current system is not working. -..,J 

Proposal 38 No Action - allocation issue 
Seems to be aimed at protecting a small boat sector of the fleet. 

Proposal 39 Casey/Bolten 0-8-1 
We understand the idea that F&G would like to rapidly restructure the PWS Cod 
Management Plan, but reject the idea of providing them with a blank piece of 
paper and the ability to make potentially very broad modifications to the 
regulatory provisions. We would like to see the specific changes they are hoping 
to make. 

Proposal40 No Action - allocative 

Proposal41 No Action -we support the status quo 

Proposal 42 Casey/White 0-1 0-1 
Too generic 
We understand the idea that F&G would like to rapidly restructure the Cook Inlet 
Cod Management Plan, but are wary of providing them with a blank piece of 
paper and the ability to make potentially very broad modifications to the 
regulatory provisions. 
We would like to see the specific changes they are hoping to make to the plan. 
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Alaska Department of Fish and Game- October 6, 2011 RC9 

5 AAC 28.267. PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND PACIFIC COD MANAGEMENT PLAN. (a) 

This management plan governs the harvest of Pacific cod in the Prince William Sound Area. 

(b) Each year the commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, a parallel season 

in the Prince William Sound Area to coincide with the initial federal season in the federal Central 

Gulf of Alaska Area. The commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, the parallel 

season during which the use of the same gear allowed in the federal Central Gulf of Alaska Area 

Pacific cod season is permitted, unless use of that gear is prohibited under 5 AAC 28.050 or 5 

AAC 28.230. 

(c) The commissioner shall open, by emergency order, a state waters season in the Prince 

William Sound Area seven days following the closure of the directed federal season in the 

Central Gulf of Alaska Area and shall close, by emergency order, the state waters season, as 

follows: 

(1) for mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear, when the guideline harvest level 

is reached or December 31, whichever occurs first; 

(2) for pots, when 60 percent of the guideline harvest level is reached or December 31, 

whichever occurs first; if the season is closed before October 1 because 60 percent of the 

guideline harvest level has been reached and the remaining guideline harvest level has not been 

taken by mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear, the commissioner shall open, by 

emergency order, the fishing season on October 1; that season shall remain open until the 

guideline harvest level is reached or December 31, whichever occurs first. 

(3) for longline gear, when the guideline harvest level is reached or on or before May 1; 

(d) The commissioner may open and close, by emergency order, fishing seasons at times 

other than those specified in this management plan if 

(1) the guideline harvest level specified in ( e )(2) of this section has been reached and a 

federal season is ongoing in adjacent federal waters; or 

(2) the commissioner determines it is necessary to 

(A) adapt to unanticipated openings or closures of the federal season; 

(B) maintain sustained yield management; or 

(C) provide for orderly fisheries. 

(e) During a state waters season, 

(1) Pacific cod may be taken in the waters of the Prince William Sound Area described in 

5 AAC 28.205, except those waters of the Eastern Section east of 146° 15.12' W. long.; 

(2) the guideline harvest level for Pacific cod is 1 0 percent of the estimated total 

allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Eastern Gulf of Alaska Area; 



(3) Pacific cod may be taken only with groundfish pots, mechanical jigging machines, 

longline gear, and hand troll gear, as follows: 

(A) no more than 60 groundfish pots may be operated from a vessel registered to fish 

for Pacific cod; 

(B) no more than five mechanical jigging machines may be operated from a vessel 

registered to fish for Pacific cod; 

(C) in addition to the requirements of 5 AAC 28.020, a vessel must be registered to 

fish with pot gear or with mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear (jig gear), and may be 

registered to fish with only one of these two gear types; a vessel's gear registration may be 

changed during a state waters season to a different gear registration if the owner, or the owner's 

agent, submits a written request for a change in registration by mail, facsimile, or in person, to 

the department office in Cordova, or other locations specified by the department, for validation, 

and that registration has been validated by the department; 

( 4) If the guideline harvest level specified in (2) of this subsection is reached in any 

calendar year, the guideline harvest level will be increased beginning the next calendar year to 15 

percent of the estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Eastern Gulf of 

Alaska Area; if the 15 percent guideline harvest level is reached in any calendar year after it has 

been implemented, the guideline harvest level will be increased beginning the next calendar year 

to 25 percent of the total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Eastern Gulf of Alaska 

Area. 

(f) The Prince William Sound Area is an exclusive registration area for Pacific cod during a 

state waters season. 

(g) If at any time after October 30, the commissioner determines that the guideline harvest 

level will not be reached by December 31, the commissioner may close, by emergency order, the 

fishing season and immediately reopen a state waters season during which the following shall be 

implemented to increase the harvest rate in an attempt to reach the guideline harvest level: 

( 1) limits on the number of groundfish pots and mechanical jigging machines that may be 

operated from a vessel are removed; or 

(2) if needed, in addition to (1) of this subsection, designate the Prince William Sound 

Area as a nonexclusive registration area for Pacific cod. 

(h) If the season is closed and immediately reopened under (g) of this section, a vessel 

participating in the state waters season when it was closed will not be required to comply with 

the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.271 until the season is closed again. 

(i) Repealed 7/5/2000. 

(j) Notwithstanding 5 AAC 28.070, the commissioner may, by emergency order, open a 
fishing season under this subsection in which the bycatch amounts allowed during a directed ......,) 
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fishery are increased. During a fishing season opened under this subsection, in addition to the 
allowance ofbycatch of other species specified in 5 AAC 28.070, the bycatch allowance of 
Pacific cod may be up to 20 percent of the directed finfish species on board the vessel using 

longline, pot, or mechanical jig gear. The landed weight of Pacific cod taken as by catch may not 
exceed 20 percent of the directed finfish species on board the vessel. The commissioner may, by 
emergency order, close and immediately reopen a season in which the bycatch limit for any 
species is reduced. 

Page 3 



5 AAC 28.367. COOK INLET PACIFIC COD MANAGEMENT PLAN. (a) This 

management plan governs the harvest of Pacific cod in the Cook Inlet Area. 

(b) Each year the commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, a parallel season 

in the Cook Inlet Area to coincide with the initial federal season in the federal Central Gulf of 

Alaska Area. The commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, the parallel season 

during which the use of the same gear allowed in the federal Central Gulf of Alaska Area Pacific 

cod season is permitted, unless use of that gear is prohibited under 5 AAC 28.050, 5 AAC 

28.330, or 5 AAC 28.350. 

(c) The commissioner shall open, by emergency order, a state waters season in the Cook Inlet 

Area 24 hours following the closure of the directed federal season in the federal Central Gulf of 

Alaska Area and shall close, by emergency order, the state waters season, as follows: 

( 1) for mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear, when 25 percent of the guideline 

harvest level is taken by mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear or December 31, 

whichever occurs first; 

(2) for pots, 

(A) the fishing season shall close at 12:00 noon on May 1 or when 75 percent of the 

guideline harvest level is taken by pot gear, whichever occurs first; 

(B) if 75 percent of the guideline harvest level is not taken by pot gear during the 

fishing season specified in (A) of this paragraph, the commissioner shall open, by emergency 

order, a fishing season on June 15 and shall close, by emergency order, the season on December 

31 or when 75 percent of the guideline harvest level is taken by pot gear, which ever occurs first; 

(C) if 25 percent of the guideline harvest level is not taken by mechanical jigging 

machines and hand troll gear before September 1, the commissioner shall close, by emergency 

order, the fishing season and immediately reopen a fishing season during which all legal gear 

may be used, and shall close, by emergency order, the season on December 31 or when the 

guideline harvest level is reached, whichever occurs first; 

(D) if the season is closed and immediately reopened under (C) of this paragraph, a 

vessel participating in the state waters season when it was closed will not be required to comply 
with the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.371 until the season is closed again; 

(3) the fishing season for vessels longer than 58 feet in overall length fishing with pot 

gear shall close when 25 percent of the guideline harvest level has been taken by those vessels, 

unless the pot season has already been closed for the remainder of the season under (2) of this 

subsection; this restriction does not apply if the pot gear season is still open on September 1 

under (2)(B) of this subsection or to a season reopened after August 31 under (2)(C) of this 

subsection; in this paragraph, "overall length" means the straight line length between the 

extremities of the vessel, excluding anchor rollers. 
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(d) The commissioner may open and close, by emergency order, fishing seasons at times 

other than those specified in this management plan if 

( 1) the guideline harvest level specified in (e)( 1) or, if applicable, ( e )(2)of this section has 

been reached and a federal season is ongoing in adjacent federal waters; or 

(2) the commissioner determines it is necessary to 

(A) adapt to unanticipated openings or closures of the federal season; 

(B) maintain sustained yield management; or 

(C) provide for orderly fisheries. 

(e) During a state waters season, 

(1) the guideline harvest level for Pacific cod in the Cook Inlet Area is 3. 7 5 percent of the 

estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Central Gulf of Alaska Area; 

(2) repealed 4/9/2005; 

(3) Pacific cod may be taken only with groundfish pots, mechanical jigging machines, 

and hand troll gear, as follows: 

(A) no more than 60 groundfish pots may be operated from a vessel registered to fish 

for Pacific cod; 

(B) no more than five mechanical jigging machines may be operated from a vessel 

registered to fish for Pacific cod; 

(C) in addition to the requirements of 5 AAC 28.020, a vessel must be registered to 

fish with pot gear or with mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear (jig gear), and may be 

registered to fish with only one of these two gear types; a vessel's gear registration may be 

changed during a state waters season to a different gear registration if the owner, or the owner's 

agent, submits a written request for a change in registration by mail, facsimile, or in person, to 

the department office in Homer, or other locations specified by the department, for validation, 

and that registration has been validated by the department; 

(f) The Cook Inlet Area is an exclusive registration area for Pacific cod during a state waters 

season. 

(g) If at any time after October 30, the commissioner determines that the guideline harvest 

level for Pacific cod will not be reached by December 31, the commissioner may close, by 
emergency order, the fishing season and immediately reopen a state waters season during which 

the following shall be implemented to increase the harvest rate in an attempt to reach the 

guideline harvest level: 

(1) limits on the number of groundfish pots and mechanical jigging machines that may be 

operated from a vessel are removed; or 
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(2) if needed, in addition to (1) of this subsection, designate the Cook Inlet Area as a 

nonexclusive registration area for Pacific cod. 

(h) If the season is closed and immediately reopened under (g) of this section, a vessel 

participating in the state waters season when it was closed will not be required to comply with 

the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.371 until the season is closed again. 

(i) Repealed 3/2/2011. 
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5 AAC 28.467. KODIAK AREA PACIFIC COD MANAGEMENT PLAN. (a) This 

management plan governs the harvest of Pacific cod in the Kodiak Area. 

(b) Each year the commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, a parallel season 

in the Kodiak Area to coincide with the initial federal season in the federal Central Gulf of 

Alaska Area. The commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, the parallel season 
during which the use of the same gear allowed in the federal Central Gulf of Alaska Area Pacific 

cod season is permitted, unless use of that gear is prohibited under 5 AAC 28.050, 5 AAC 

28.430, or 5 AAC 28.450. 

(c) The commissioner shall open, by emergency order, a state waters season in the Kodiak 

Area seven days following the closure of the directed federal season in the federal Central Gulf 

of Alaska Area and shall close, by emergency order, the state waters season, as follows: 

(1) for mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear, when 50 percent ofthe guideline 

harvest level is taken by mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear or December 31, 

whichever occurs first; 

(2) for pots, when 50 percent of the guideline harvest level is taken by pot gear or 

December 31, whichever occurs first; if 50 percent of the guideline harvest level is not taken by 

mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear before September 1, the commissioner shall 

close, by emergency order, the fishing season and immediately reopen a fishing season during 

which all legal gear may be used, and shall close, by emergency order, the season on December 

31 or when the guideline harvest level is reached, whichever occurs first; 

(3) if the season is closed and immediately reopened under (2) of this subsection, a vessel 

participating in the state waters season when it was closed will not be required to comply with 

the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.471 until the season is closed again. 

( 4) The fishing season for vessels longer than 58 feet in overall length fishing with pot 

gear when 25 percent of the guideline harvest level has been taken by those vessels or December 

31, whichever occurs first, unless the pot gear season has already been closed under (2) of this 

subsection; in this paragraph "overall length" mans the straight line length between the 

extremities of the vessel, excluding anchor rollers; the restrictions under this paragraph do not 

apply to a season reopened after August 31 under (2) ofthis subsection. 

(d) The commissioner may open and close, by emergency order, fishing seasons at times 
other than those specified in this management plan if 

(1) the guideline harvest level specified in ( e )(1) or if applicable, ( e )(2) of this section has 
been reached and a federal season is ongoing in adjacent federal waters; or 

(2) the commissioner determines it is necessary to 

(A) adapt to unanticipated openings and closures of the federal season; 

(B) maintain sustained yield management; or 
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(C) provide for orderly fisheries. 

(e) During a state waters season, 

(1) the guideline harvest level for Pacific cod in the Kodiak Area is 7.5 percent of the 

estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Central Gulf of Alaska Area; 

(2) if the guideline harvest level specified in ( 1) of this subsection is reached in any 

calendar year, the guideline harvest level will be increased beginning the next calendar year to 10 

percent of the estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Central Gulf of 

Alaska Area; if the 1 0 percent guideline harvest level is reached in any calendar year after if has 

been implemented, the guideline harvest level will be increased beginning the next calendar year 

to 12.5 percent of the estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Central Gulf 

of Alaska Area; 

(3) Pacific cod may be taken only with groundfish pots, mechanical jigging machines, and 

hand troll gear, as follows: 

(A) except as provided in (D) of this paragraph, no more than 60 groundfish pots may 

be operated from a vessel registered to fish for Pacific cod; 

(B) no more than five mechanical jigging machines may be operated from a vessel 

registered to fish for Pacific cod; 

(C) in addition to the requirements of 5 AAC 28.020, a vessel must be registered to 

fish with pot gear or with mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear (jig gear), and may be 

registered to fish with only one of these two gear types; a vessel's gear registration may be 

changed during a state waters season to a different gear registration if the owner, or the owner's 

agent, submits a written request for a change in registration by mail, facsimile, or in person, to 

the department office in Kodiak, or other locations specified by the department, for validation, 

and that registration has been validated by the department. 

(D) during the seven days following the opening of the state waters season, an 

operator of a vessel registered to fish for Pacific cod may store or transport groundfish pots in 

excess ofthe pot limit established in (A) of this paragraph if the pots are 

(i) stored in waters not more than 25 fathoms deep as described in 5 AAC 

28.432(a); or 

(ii) being transported on board the vessel and are not marked with identification 

tags. 

(f) The Kodiak Area is an exclusive registration area for Pacific cod during a state waters 

season. 

(g) If at any time after September 1, the commissioner determines that the guideline harvest 

level for Pacific cod will not be reached by December 31, the commissioner may close, by 

emergency order, the fishing season and immediately reopen a state waters season during which 
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the following shall be implemented to increase the harvest rate in an attempt to reach the 

guideline harvest level: 

(1) limits on the number of groundfish pots and mechanical jigging machines that may be 

operated from a vessel are removed; or 

(2) after October 30, if needed, in addition to ( 1) of this subsection, designate the Kodiak 

Area as a nonexclusive registration area for Pacific cod. 

(h) If the season is closed and immediately reopened under (g) of this section, a vessel 

participating in the state waters season when it was closed will not be required to comply with 

the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.471 until the season is closed again. 
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5 AAC 28.537. CHIGNIK AREA PACIFIC COD MANAGEMENT PLAN. (a) This 

management plan governs the harvest of Pacific cod in the Chignik Area. 

(b) Each year the commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, a parallel season 

in the Chignik Area to coincide with the initial federal season in the federal Central Gulf of 

Alaska Area. The commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, the parallel season 

during which the use of the same gear allowed in the federal Central Gulf of Alaska Area Pacific 

cod season is permitted, unless use of that gear is prohibited under 5 AAC 28.050 or 5 AAC 

28.530. A person may not operate a vessel in the parallel season for Pacific cod that is more than 

58 feet in overall length. 

(c) The commissioner shall open a state waters season in the Chignik Area on March 15 and 

shall close, by emergency order, the state waters season, as follows: 

(1) for mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear, when 10 percent ofthe guideline 

harvest level is taken by mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear or December 31, 

whichever occurs first; 

(2) for pots, when 90 percent of the guideline harvest level is taken by pot gear or 

December 31, whichever occur first; 

(3) if 10 percent of the guideline harvest level is not taken by mechanical jigging 

machines and hand troll gear before August 15, the commissioner shall close, by emergency 

order, the fishing season and immediately reopen a fishing season during which all legal gear 

may be used, and shall close, by emergency order, the season on December 31 or when the 

guideline harvest level is reached, whichever occurs first; 

(4) ifthe season is closed and immediately reopened under (3) ofthis subsection, a vessel 

participating in the state waters season when it was closed will not be required to comply with 

the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.541 until the season is closed again. 

(d) The commissioner may open and close, by emergency order, fishing seasons at times 

other than those specified in this management plan if 

(1) the guideline harvest level specified in (e)(1) or if applicable, (e)(2) ofthis section has 

been reached and a federal season is ongoing in adjacent federal waters; or 

(2) the commissioner determines it is necessary to 

(A) adapt to unanticipated openings and closures of the federal season; 

(B) maintain sustained yield management; or 

(C) provide for orderly fisheries. 

(e) During a state waters season, 

(1) the guideline harvest level for Pacific cod in the Chignik Area is 5.25 percent of the 

estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Central Gulf of Alaska Area; 
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(2) if the guideline harvest level specified in (1) of this subsection is reached in any 

calendar year, the guideline harvest level will be increased beginning the next calendar year to 

seven percent of the estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Central Gulf 
of Alaska Area, if the seven percent guideline harvest level is reached in any calendar year after 

it has been implemented, the guideline harvest level will be increased beginning the next 
calendar year to 8.75 percent of the estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the 

federal Central Gulf of Alaska Area; 

(3) Pacific cod may be taken only with groundfish pots, mechanical jigging machines, 

and hand troll gear, as follows: 

(A) except as provided in (E) of this paragraph, no more than 60 groundfish pots may 

be operated from a vessel registered to fish for Pacific cod; 

(B) no more than five mechanical jigging machines may be operated from vessel 

registered to fish for Pacific cod; 

(C) in addition to the requirements of 5 AAC 28.020, a vessel must be registered to 

fish with pot gear or with mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear (jig gear), and may be 

registered to fish with only one of these two gear types; a vessel's gear registration may be 

changed during a state waters season to a different gear registration if the owner, or the owner's 

agent, submits a written request for a change in registration by mail, facsimile, or in person, to 
the department office in Kodiak, or other locations specified by the department, for validation, 

and that registration has been validated by the department; 

(D) a vessel registered to take Pacific cod may not be longer than 58 feet in overall 

length; 

(E) during the seven days following the opening of the state waters season, an 
operator of a vessel registered to fish for Pacific cod may store or transport groundfish pots in 

excess of the pot limit established in (A) of this paragraph if the pots are 

(i) stored in waters not more than 25 fathoms deep as described in 5 AAC 

28.532(a); or 

(ii) being transported on board the vessel and are not marked with identification 
tags. 

(f) The Chignik Area is a superexclusive registration area for Pacific cod during a state 

waters season. 

(g) If at any time after October 30 the commissioner determines that the guideline harvest 
level for Pacific cod will not be reached by December 31, the commissioner may close, by 
emergency order, the fishing season and immediately reopen a state waters season. When the 
commissioner acts under this subsection, to increase the harvest rate in an attempt to reach the 

guideline harvest level, the commissioner: 
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(1) shall remove limits on the number of groundfish pots and mechanical jigging 

machines that may be operated from a vessel; 

(2) repealed 7/21/99. 

(3) if needed, in addition to (1) of this subsection, may allow a vessel of any size to 

register to fish for Pacific cod in the Chignik Area. 

(h) If the season is closed and immediately reopened under (g) of this section, a vessel 

participating in the state waters season when it was closed will not be required to comply with 

the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.541 until the season is closed again. 

(i) Repealed 3/6/2003. 

(j) If the allocation for mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear specified in (c)(l) of 

this section is harvested in any calendar year, the allocation will be increased beginning the next 
calendar year an additional five percent of the guideline harvest level, and the pot gear allocation 

will be reduced by five percent accordingly. If the increased allocation for mechanical jigging 

machines and hand troll gear is harvested in any calendar year thereafter, the allocation will 
again be increased an additional five percent beginning the next calendar year, until the 

allocation for mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear reaches 25 percent of the 

guideline harvest level. 

(k) In this section, "overall length" means the straight line length between the extremities 
of the vessel, excluding anchor rollers. 
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5 AAC 28.577. SOUTH ALASKA PENINSULA AREA PACIFIC COD MANAGEMENT 
PLAN. (a) This management plan governs the harvest of Pacific cod in the South Alaska 

Peninsula Area. 

(b) Each year the commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, a parallel season 

in the South Alaska Peninsula Area to coincide with the initial federal season in the federal 

Western Gulf of Alaska Area. The commissioner shall open and close, by emergency order, the 

parallel season during which the use of the same gear allowed in the federal Western Gulf of 

Alaska Area Pacific cod season is permitted, unless use of that gear is prohibited under 5 AAC 

28.050 or 5 AAC 28.570. A vessel participating in a parallel season for Pacific cod may not be 

more than 58 feet in overall length. 

(c) Except as specified in (i) of this section, the commissioner shall open, by emergency 

order, a state waters season in the South Alaska Peninsula Area seven days following the closure 

of the directed federal season in the federal Western Central Gulf of Alaska Area. The 

commissioner shall, by emergency order, close the state waters season opened under this 

subsection as follows: 

(1) for mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear, the commissioner shall close the 

state waters season when the guideline harvest level is taken or on December 31, whichever 

occurs first; 

(2) for pots, the commissioner shall close the state waters season when 85 percent of the 

guideline harvest level is taken by pot gear or on December 31, whichever occurs first; however, 

notwithstanding the obligation to close the state waters season under this paragraph, if 15 percent 

of the guideline harvest level is not taken by mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear 

before October 31, the commissioner shall close, by emergency order, the fishing season and 

immediately reopen a fishing season during which all legal gear may be used, and shall, by 

emergency order, close the season on December 31 or when the guideline harvest level is 

reached, whichever occurs first; 

(3) if the season is closed and immediately reopened under (2) ofthis subsection, a vessel 

participating in the state waters season when it was closed and immediately reopened is not 

required to comply with the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.581 until the season is closed 

a gam. 

(d) The commissioner may open and close, by emergency order, fishing seasons at times 

other than those specified in this management plan if 

( 1) the guideline harvest level specified in ( e )(1) or if applicable, ( e )(2) of this section has 

been reached and a federal season is ongoing in adjacent federal waters; or 

(2) the commissioner determines it is necessary to 

(A) adapt to unanticipated openings and closures of the federal season; 
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(B) maintain sustained yield management; or 

(C) provide for orderly fisheries. 

(e) During a state waters season, 

( 1) the guideline harvest level for Pacific cod in the South Alaska Peninsula Area is 15 

percent of the estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Western Gulf of 

Alaska Area; 

(2) if the guideline harvest level specified in (1) of this subsection is reached, in any 

calendar year the guideline harvest level will be increased beginning the next calendar year to 20 

percent of the estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Western Gulf of 

Alaska Area; if the 20 percent guideline harvest level is reached in any calendar year after it has 

been implemented, the guideline harvest level will be increased beginning the next calendar year 
to 25 percent of the estimated total allowable harvest of Pacific cod for the federal Western Gulf 

of Alaska Area; however, notwithstanding increases in guideline harvest levels authorized by 

this paragraph, an increase in the guideline harvest level does not apply for the 1998 fishery; 

(3) Pacific cod may be taken only with groundfish pots, mechanical jigging machines, 

and hand troll gear, as follows: 

(A) except as provided in (E) ofthis paragraph, no more than 60 groundfish pots may 

be operated from a vessel registered to fish for Pacific cod; 

(B) no more than five mechanical jigging machines may be operated from a vessel 

registered to fish for Pacific cod; 

(C) in addition to the requirements of 5 AAC 28.020, a vessel must be registered to 

fish with pot gear or with mechanical jigging machines and hand troll gear Gig gear), and may be 

registered to fish only with one of these two gear types; a vessel's gear registration may be 
changed during a state waters season to a different gear registration if the owner, or the owner's 

agent, submits a written request for a change in registration by mail, facsimile, or in person, to 
the department office in Kodiak, or other locations specified by the department for validation, 

and that registration has been validated by the department; 

(D) a vessel registered to take Pacific cod may not be longer than 58 feet in overall 

length; 

(E) during the seven days immediately following the opening of the state waters 
season, an operator of a vessel registered to fish for Pacific cod may store or transport groundfish 

pots in excess ofthe pot limit established in (A) of this paragraph if the pots are 

(i) stored in waters not more than 25 fathoms deep as specified in 5 AAC 

28.571(a); or 

(ii) are being transported on board the vessel and are not marked with 

identification tags. 
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(f) The South Alaska Peninsula Area is an exclusive registration area for Pacific cod during a 

state waters season. 

(g) If at any time after October 30, the commissioner determines that the guideline harvest 

level for Pacific cod will not be reached by December 31, the commissioner may close, by 

emergency order, the fishing season and immediately reopen a state waters season. When the 

commissioner acts under this subsection, to increase the harvest rate in an attempt to reach the 

guideline harvest level, the commissioner: 

(1) shall remove limits on the number of groundfish pots and mechanical jigging 

machines that may be operated from a vessel; 

(2) if needed, in addition to (1) of this subsection, may designate the South Alaska 

Peninsula Area as a nonexclusive registration area for Pacific cod; or 

(3) if needed, in addition to (1) and (2) of this subsection, may allow a vessel of any size 

to register to fish for Pacific cod in the South Alaska Peninsula Area. 

(h) If the season is closed and immediately reopened under (g) of this section, a vessel 

participating in the state waters season when it was closed will not be required to comply with 

the landing requirements of 5 AAC 28.581 until the season is closed again. 

(i) The opening of the state waters season will be delayed for 24 hours if the National 

Weather Service marine forecast issued at 4:00 a.m. on the scheduled opening date specified in 

(c) of this section for the current day and night plus the following day and night for the state 

waters between Castle Cape and Cape Sarichef contains gale force wind warnings (35 knots or 

higher). If, after the initial weather delay, the following day's 4:00 a.m. National Weather 

Service marine forecast for the current day and night plus the following day and night contains 

gale warnings, the opening of the state waters season will be delayed an additional 24 hours. 

The season opening delays may continue on a rolling 24-hour basis for seven days beyond the 

initial opening date, when the season will open regardless of any gale force wind forecast. 

U) In the state waters season, a vessel owner or operator using pot gear, must report, as 

specified in the registration form, to the local representative of the department by radio or 

telephone 

(1) the number of pot lifts conducted from the vessel in the previous 24-hour reporting 

period; 

(2) the pounds of Pacific cod retained on the vessel during the previous 24-hour period; 

and 

(3) any other information that the commissioner determines is necessary for the 

management and conservation of the fishery. 

(k) In this section, "overall length" means the straight line length between the extremities 
of the vessel excluding anchor rollers; 
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Federal Management of the Jig Gear Sector in the Gulf of Alaska Pacific Cod Fisheries 

Discussion paper prepared by National Marine Fisheries Service and North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council stafffor the State of Alaska Board of Fisheries 

Current Federal Pacific Cod Fishery Management in the Gulf of Alaska 

The Federal Pacific cod fishery is managed through the Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for 
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA and its implementing regulations). As one of the most 
valuable fish species in the GOA, Pacific cod is the primary species targeted by vessels using pot 
and hook-and-line gear and is an important species for vessels using trawl gear. Smaller 
amounts of Pacific cod are taken by vessels using jig gear. The catch history of the Federal 
Pacific cod fishery by sector and gear type is displayed below in Table 1 a and 1 b. 

Tablela. Retained catch and percent of annual retained catch by each sector in the Western 
GOA Pacific cod Federal fisheries, 2003-2010. 

Western Gulf of Alaska 
JigCV Hook ani Line C/P Hook and Line CV Pot C/P PotCV TrawlC/P TrawlCV 

Year mt % mt % mt % mt % mt % mt % mt % 
2003 46 0.3 4,242 27.2 47 0.3 * * 9,543 6!.2 340 2.2 1,367 8.8 
2004 183 1.2 2,893 19.2 28 0.2 * * 9,715 64.4 539 3.6 1,717 114 
2005 46 0.4 724 6.0 281 2.3 * * 6,380 52.8 217 !.8 4,441 36.7 
2006 • * 2,691 19.4 106 0.8 0 00 5,918 42.7 218 !.6 4,916 35.5 
2007 2 00 3,071 23.8 390 3.0 * * 4,647 36.0 529 4.1 4,280 33.1 
2008 54 0.4 3,082 21.1 566 3.9 • • 5,920 40.5 390 2.7 4,613 315 
2009 189 l.3 4,300 29.0 1,905 12.8 • • 5,915 39.9 424 2.9 2,100 14.2 
2010 306 15 4,932 23.8 1,666 8.0 0 0.0 10,512 50.7 385 !.9 2,915 14.1 

• Confidential 
Source: ADFG/CFEC Fish Tickets data compiled by AKFIN in Comprehensive_FT. NMFS Alaska Region Catch Accounting System data 
compiled by AKFIN in Comprehensive_BLEND_CA. 

Tablelb. Retained catch and percent of annual retained catch by each sector in the Central GOA 
Pacific cod Federal fisheries, 2003-2010. 

Central Gulf of Alaska 
JigCV Hook ani Line C/P Hook and Line CV Pot C/P PotCV TrawlC/P TrawlCV 

Year mt % mt % mt % mt % mt % mt % mt % 

2003 16 0.1 1,462 6.1 3,586 15.0 0 0.0 3,201 13.4 1,219 5.1 14,405 60.3 
2004 118 0.4 1,453 5.5 5,423 20.6 0 0.0 4,916 18.7 770 2.9 13,669 51.9 
2005 137 0.6 267 !.2 4,271 19.3 0 0.0 8,169 36.9 719 3.2 8,591 38.8 
2006 95 0.4 897 4.0 6,175 27.6 0 0.0 8,426 37.6 877 3.9 5,923 26.4 
2007 39 0.2 1,376 5.5 6,339 25.2 336 l.3 8,271 32.9 590 2.3 8,210 32.6 
2008 18 0.1 1,756 6.9 6,071 24.0 0 0.0 5,209 20.6 632 2.5 11,660 46.0 
2009 42 0.2 1,154 5.7 5,270 26.0 0 0.0 5,366 26.4 1,023 5.0 7,446 36.7 
2010 105 OJ 3,217 9.4 5,284 15.5 0 0.0 9,492 27.8 759 2.2 15,271 44.7 

• Confidential 
Source: ADFG/CFEC Fish Tickets data compiled by AKFIN in Comprehensive_FT. NMFS Alaska Region Catch Accounting System data 
compiled by AKFIN in Comprehensive_BLEND_CA. 

Each year, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) recommends harvest 
specifications to the Secretary of Commerce. These specifications establish an overfishing level, 
acceptable biological catch (ABC), and total allowable catch (TAC) for Pacific cod among the 
Western, Central, and Eastern GOA regulatory areas. The GOA Pacific cod ABC is apportioned 
between fisheries managed exclusively by the State of Alaska (State) and fisheries managed by 
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NMFS. The State manages a parallel Pacific cod fishery and a Guideline Harvest Level (GHL) J' 
fishery in the State waters adjacent to the GOA regulatory areas. 

After accounting for the State GHL fisheries, the remaining ABC in the Central and Western 
GOA is managed under a Federal TAC limit. The Council recommends each TAC so that total 
harvests under the State GHL and Federal TAC fisheries are slightly below the ABC to ensure 
that the ABC is not exceeded. In each Federal regulatory area, the State GHL portion of the 
ABC is applicable only to the harvest of Pacific cod in the State waters fisheries, while the TAC 
applies to both the Federal fisheries prosecuted in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and State­
managed parallel fisheries for GOA Pacific cod. 

While the directed fisheries for Pacific cod in Federal waters (3 nm to 200 nm) are open, directed 
fisheries for Pacific cod in State waters (0 to 3 nm) are open concurrently. These fisheries in 
State waters, referred to as the parallel fisheries, are prosecuted with catch accrued against the 
Federal TAC. State GHL fisheries are typically open when Federal/parallel fisheries are closed 
and are prosecuted in State waters. TAC allocations are further apportioned between inshore and 
offshore components: 90% of T AC in each regulatory area for processing by the inshore 
component; 10% ofTAC for processing by the offshore component. 

Current Jig Management in the Inshore Pacific Cod Fishery 

Under Federal regulations vessels fishing for Pacific cod with jig gear compete with other 
vessels to harvest TAC apportioned to the inshore sector in each Federal regulatory area. The 
inshore TAC for Pacific cod is seasonally apportioned in the Western and Central Areas 
(annually in the Eastern). The Federal allocations are managed such that no more than 60% of 
TAC will be harvested in the A season. The A season lasts from January 1 through June 10 or 
until the TAC is reached. The remaining 40% of the T AC is available during the B season from 
June 1 0 through December 31 or until the T AC is reached. Incidental catch taken after June 10 
accrues against the B season TAC. Table 2a and 2b describe the jig harvest by year and season 
for each Federal management area. 

To meet the management objectives for GOA Pacific cod fisheries and the seasonal harvest 
targets set during the harvest specification process, NMFS requires vessel operators fishing in 
Federal waters to comply with various restrictions, including fishery time and area closures and 
halibut prohibited species catch (PSC) limits. All jig vessels participating in the GOA Pacific 
cod fishery, are required to have a Federal Fisheries Permit (FFP) onboard the vessel at all times 
while fishing in Federal waters. An FFP authorizes a vessel owner to deploy a vessel to conduct 
operations in the GOA. The operators of harvesting vessels that possess an FFP are required to 
comply with NMFS observer coverage requirements. Vessels using jig gear are not required to 
have FFP endorsement for the species and regulatory area(s) in which the fishery is prosecuted; 
however, the owners and operators of vessels using jig gear are required to have an FFP if they 
intend to fish in Federal waters. Tables 2a and 2b also display the number of unique jig vessels 
that annually harvest Pacific cod and also describe the number of participating jig vessels that 
had FFPs. 
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Table 2a. Western Gulf of Alaska jig catch (T AC & GHL) by season, number of participating 
vessels, and number of participating vessels with FFPs for all or part of the fishing year. 

Western Gulf of Alaska and Adjacent State Waters 

Season A Season B Unique Vessels Vessels 
Year 

Vessels Catch (mt) Vessels Catch (mt) Annually with FFPs 

2003 68 1,677 9 46 70 3 
2004 59 888 4 58 62 9 
2005 43 617 3 3 46 0 
2006 12 44 1 * 13 0 
2007 11 67 9 50 16 2 
2008 23 201 46 474 55 4 
2009 20 293 19 321 30 3 
2010 33 1,026 32 416 49 10 

* Confidential. 
Source: NMFS Catch Accounting 7/2011; RAM FFP data 

Table 2b. Central Gulf of Alaska jig catch (TAC & GHL) by season, number of participating 
vessels, and number of participating vessels with FFPs for all or part of the fishing year. 

Central Gulf of Alaska and Adjacent State Waters 
Season A Season B Unique Vessels Vessels 

Year 
Vessels Catch (mt) Vessels Catch (mt) Annually with FFPs 

2003 112 1,666 5 9 112 1 

2004 142 2,151 12 50 146 10 
2005 129 2,219 10 36 129 9 
2006 79 641 21 75 80 8 
2007 56 393 28 98 62 6 
2008 68 712 36 237 78 3 
2009 100 1,783 29 293 103 5 
2010 85 3,015 15 58 92 5 

Source: NMFS Catch Accountmg 7/2011; RAM FFP data 

Recent Changes in Federal Jig Management 

Recent changes to Federal management of the Pacific cod jig fishery exempt vessels using jig 
gear from the license limitation program (LLP) requirement. As in most fisheries in Federal 
waters, an LLP license and an FFP are required to participate in the GOA Pacific cod fishery. In 
April 2009, the Council took final action on Amendment 86 to the GOA FMP, which added 
gear-specific (pot, hook-and-line (HAL), and jig) Pacific cod endorsements to Western and 
Central GOA fixed gear LLP licenses. In making its recommendation on Amendment 86, the 
Council exempted vessels using jig gear and operating with 5 or fewer jig machines, up to 30 
hooks per line, and one line per machine from the LLP requirements. NMFS implemented 
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Amendment 86 with a final rule that published in the Federal Register on March 22, 2011 (76 '\.· 
FR 15826) and the rule became effective on April21, 2011. J 
Current Harvest of Jig Vessels 

The jig sector has generally harvested less than 1% ofthe Western and Central GOA Pacific cod 
TACs, as described in Tables la and lb. Most jig vessels with Pacific cod catch during the 
Federal/parallel seasons in the GOA do not have LLP licenses as indicated in Table 3. 
Moreover, most of the jig harvest occurs within State waters (as GHL or TAC) with less Pacific 
cod being harvested within Federal waters as indicated in Table 4. 

The dearth of catch in Federal waters indicates that LLP licenses may not be the most important 
factor limiting jig vessels from fishing in Federal waters. Inclement weather during the Pacific 
cod TAC fishery and small vessel size may be a more important factor limiting jig effort in 
Federal waters. It is too early to tell if the Council's exemption of jig vessels from the LLP 
requirement, as implemented under Amendment 86, will result in a significant increase in jig 
participation in the Federal Pacific cod fisheries. However, if jig vessels are able to fish in 
Federal waters during March through May, jig effort and catch may increase. 

Table 3. Number of jig vessels with groundfish and Pacific cod catch in the Western and Central 
GOA, and number of vessels that hold LLP licenses 

Central GOA Western GOA 
All groundfish Pacific cod All groundfish Pacific cod 

No No No 
Year LLP LLP LLP LLP LLP LLP LLP 

2003 3 4 '"' 4 4 7 4 .) 

2004 7 23 7 21 7 15 7 
2005 6 19 6 19 1 7 1 
2006 7 17 7 16 * 1 0 
2007 6 11 6 10 0 2 2 
2008 3 8 3 8 7 2 7 
2009 1 12 1 12 3 8 3 
2010 6 17 6 16 6 23 6 

2011** 4 18 4 18 2 5 2 
*Confidenttal. 
Sources: ADFG/CFEC Fish Tickets data compiled by AKFIN in Comprehensive_FT. 
NMFS Alaska Region Catch Accounting System data compiled by AKFIN in Comprehensive_ BLEND_ CA, and 
RAM LLP data compiled by AKFIN. 
**Preliminary data from 2011 
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Table 4 Comparison of jig harvest of Pacific cod in Federal waters TAC fishery, and the 
combined State parallel water (TAC) and State waters GHL harvest form the Western 
(610) and Central (620, 630 combined) management areas and adjacent State waters. 

Retained Catch of Pacific Cod with Jig Gear 
Federal EEZ (T AC, mt) State waters (GHL+TAC, mt) 

Year 
Western 

Central GOA Kodiak 
Cook Alaska 

Chignik 
GOA Inlet Peninsula 

2003 46 16 1,447 195 1,647 196 
2004 183 118 1,909 147 758 64 
2005 46 137 2,073 47 558 63 
2006 * 96 656 * 34 * 
2007 2 36 565 nla 109 0 
2008 63 19 895 nla 638 * 
2009 189 42 1,968 nla 443 0 
2010 351 105 2,951 22 1,050 * 

2011** 70 297 3,236 nla 1,103 84 
*Confidential. 
Sources: Federal catch ADF&G Fish Tickets and NMFS Blend and Catch Accounting; State waters catch: Kodiak, Chignik, and South Alaska 
Peninsula management areas; and ADF&G preliminary catch reports online. 
**Preliminary data from 2011 

In recent years, harvest of Pacific cod has increased in most State management areas, as 
described in Table 4. Jig harvests in the State fisheries were relatively high in some areas during 
2003 through 2005, but declined substantially in 2006 through 2008. A combination of poor 
weather conditions, difficulty finding fish in State waters, and high operating costs contributed to 
low levels of jig effort in those years. Total catch was substantially below the GHLs in all four 
Western and Central GOA management areas in 2006 and 2007; and in Kodiak and Cook Inlet 
during 2008. Most urlharvested State waters GHL was unused jig GHL. However, in 2009 in the 
Kodiak management area, jig vessels harvested the entire jig GHL, and more than 90% of the 
overall GHLs were harvested in all GOA management areas. Unharvested GHL is rolled over to 
other sectors on August 15 (Chignik) or September 1 (Kodiak and Cook Inlet), if it is determined 
that an allocation will not be fully harvested. In most seasons, State managers have the 
opporturlity to re-open the State waters season in the fall and roll over unused jig GHL to the pot 
sector. 

Proposed Changes to Jig Management 

In December 2009, the Council took final action on Amendment 83 GOA Pacific cod sector 
allocations, which primarily limits the proportion of the respective Western and Central GOA 
Pacific cod T AC that may be harvested in each Federal regulatory area. If approved, 
Amendment 83 will supersede the 90% inshore I 10% offshore T AC processing component 
allocations. Each sector will instead receive an allocation -to support each sector's directed and 
incidental catch needs. The proposed rule implementing Amendment 83 published in the 
Federal Register on July 26, 2011 (76 FR 44700) and NMFS is currently requesting public 
comments on the action through September 9, 2011. 
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NMFS expects that regulations implementing Amendment 83 will be effective for the 2012 
fishing year. Under Amendment 83, the jig sector will receive an initial allocation from the total 
management area Pacific cod TAC that is higher than the sector's historical catch in the GOA. 
Before allocations to other sectors are made, 1% of the Central GOA T AC and 1.5% of the 
Western GOA TAC will be set aside for the jig sector, with a stairstep provision to increase the 
jig allocation by 1% if 90% of the Federal jig allocation in a regulatory area is harvested in any 
given year. The jig allocation will be capped at 6% of the Central and Western GOA Federal 
Pacific cod TACs. In addition, the jig allocation will be stepped down by 1% in the following 
year if at least 90% of the previous allocation is not harvested in a given year, but will not drop 
below the initial allocation. Any increases in the jig allocation would result in proportional 
reductions to the Pacific cod allocations to other gear sectors. NMFS will seasonally apportion 
sector allocations between the A and B seasons, based on each sector's seasonal catch history 
during the qualifying years, while maintaining the aggregate 60 % A Season I 40 % B Season 
apportionment ofthe TAC in each regulatory area. 

The Council's final action on Pacific cod sector allocations also recommended changing the 
season start dates to increase opportunities for the jig sector to access Pacific cod. The Council 
recommended dividing the Federal jig sector allocation between: the A season, opening on 
January 1 and closing when the A season allocation is reached or on March 15, whichever occurs 
first; and the B season, which would open on June 10 or after the State GHL season closes, or 
whichever happens first. NMFS is proposing Federal A and B season for vessels using jig gear 
that are consistent with the Council's intent to increase opportunities for the jig sector to access 
Pacific cod; however, this action would not implement a mandatory March 15 limit for the 
Federal A season. NMFS will continue to work with the State of Alaska Board of Fisheries and 
the Council to create a seamless Federal and State GHL jig fishery that would increase access to 
Federal waters for vessel using jig gear. 

Further, NMFS anticipates that one or more sectors will be unable to harvest their annual 
allocation ofTAC. To provide an opportunity for full harvest, NMFS will reallocate Pacific cod 
TAC projected to not be harvested to other sectors as rollovers. During the last fishing season of 
the year, NMFS will consider whether there will be sectors unlikely to use their remaining 
allocation. Any portion of jig, catcher vessel (CV), or catcher/processor (C/P) allocations that 
NMFS determines will not be harvested during the remainder of the fishing year would become 
available to the CV sectors first, then to all sectors, for harvest as soon as practicable. NMFS 
would taking into account the capability of a sector, as determined by NOAA's Alaska Regional 
Administrator, to harvest the remaining Pacific cod TAC in reallocating projected unused 
allocations. 
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Federal Regulatory Process 

NMFS Amendment 83 rulemaking timeline: 
• Final Council action on Amendment 83 GOA Pacific cod sector split took place 

December 2009 

• NMFS released draft regulations to implement Amendment 83 on May 3, 2011 

• Proposed rule/request for comments published in the Federal Register on July 26, 2011 

• Federal Pacific cod jig fishery description available for Board of Fisheries on August 28, 
2011 

• Comment period for Amendment 83 was September 9, 2011 

• Secretary of Commerce will approve, partially approve, or disapprove Amendment 83 by 
September 30, 2011 

• Final Rule implementing Amendment 83 published in the Federal Register on December 
1, 2011(target) 

• Target for implementation of sector allocations: January 1, 2012 (target) 
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Mr. Chairman and members of the board, 

My name is Alfredo Abou Eid and I have been a resident of Chignik Lagoon for over 34 years. I 
have been an AC member and a village counsel member. I have fished P-cod in the Chignik Area 
( CGOA and WGOA) for more than 22 years and the state water pot cod fishery since the 
beginning in 1997. I am here today representing myself to talk to you about the submitted 
proposals for the Chignik State P-Cod season. First I would like to amend proposalll which I 
submitted to read as following: Open the Chignik state water pacific cod pot season one week 
after the WGOA pot season closes. The main issue I have is the late opening date of March 15 of 
the Chignik State P-cod season. Mr. Chairman and members of the board I would like to see the 
Chignik State P-cod season open a week after the Western gulf pot federal fishery closes, the 
same as all the other areas such as Kodiak (CGOA), Sand Point and King Cove (WGOA). I don't 
see the reason why the Chignik Area has to be different from these other areas and open on a 
later date. Kodiak, Sand Point, and King Cove has a small shallow draft fleet that participates in 
their State P-Cod season the same as Chignik and they open one week after the western/central 
gulf pot federal fishery closes. There is no reason why the Chignik area has to be any different 
and open on a later set date. In the past 4 years as shown in RC 2, Pg.25. The Chignik State 
P-Cod Quota was caught and the opening date was March 1st and it was over in the march/April 
months at the latest. The reason the Quota was caught earlier than the previous years is that in 
the last 4 years (2008-2011) the number of pacific grey cod has increased in volume and some of 
the boats fishing in federal Area 0 (Bering Sea) have come to Chignik after Area 0 closes and 
fished the Chignik area till it closed. The quota in the 2006 and 2007 P-cod seasons in the 
Chignik Area wasn't caught. From 2003-2005 the quota was caught, but it was a later closing 
date, while the opening date was still March 1st. From 2002 and down, the quota was never 
caught. My point is that if a later opening date then one week after the western gulf pot federal 
fishery closes or March 1st. The chances for not catching the Chignik State P-Cod quota is 
greater. This is the reason why I support Proposals 10,11,12,18,20,21 and I strongly oppose 
Proposals 15 and 16. The reason I oppose proposals 15 and 16 is because proposal15: the 40 pot 
limit instead of 60 pots, and proposal 16: the 6am to 6pm proposed fishing time would make it 
not feasible to go fishing due to inflated costs (high fuel prices, high insurance prices, high bait 
prices, higher maintenance costs). Another reason I oppose proposals 15 and 16 is that there are 
days that the weather doesn't cooperate until later in the day and vice versa, thus those proposals 
would limit the pots and hours I can work. It will also increase the chances of not catching the 
state pacific cod quota in the future. I also would like to amend proposal 14 to say i(the pot 
vessel participating in a commercial pacific cod season in Area 0 immediately prior to 
participating in a Chignik state-water pacific cod season may not register (or a Chignik 
state-water pacific cod season (or a period of 7 days, then I would support proposal 14 or 
otherwise I strongly oppose proposal 14 as it stands today. 

I would also like to address the jig fishery in Chignik. The jig quota in the Chignik area 
has not been caught since its start in 2000. I believe the jig quota in the Chignik Area should be 
dropped to 5% instead ofthe 10% it is currently at. Ifthe 5%jig quota is caught, then it should 
be increased to 10%. If the 10% gets caught it would raise again to 15%. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the board for taking the time to hear 
me out and if you have any questions or comments at this time I would be more than 
willing to answer them. 
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