
K u s k o k w i m  R i v e r  S a l m o n  M a n a g e m e n t  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO) 

ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433 
 

M e e t i n g  A g e n d a  
 

Date: July 24, 2013   Time: 10:00 am  Place: Bethel 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Time Called to Order  Chair   Time Adjourned  
 
ROLL CALL TO ESTABLISH QUORUM:      QUORUM MET? Yes / No 
Upriver Elder:      Processor: 
Downriver Elder:   Member at Large:  
Commercial Fisher:    Sport Fisher:  
Lower River Subsistence:   Western Interior RAC:  
Middle River Subsistence:   Y-K Delta RAC:  
Upper River Subsistence: ADF&G: 
Headwaters Subsistence: 
 
INTRODUCTIONS: 
INVOCATION:   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
PEOPLE TO BE HEARD:   
CONTINUING BUSINESS:   
1. Subsistence Reports: 

a. Lowest River 
b. ONC Inseason Subsistence 
c. Lower River 
d. Middle River 
e. KNA Inseason Subsistence 
f. Upper River 
g. Headwaters 

2. Overview of Kuskokwim River salmon run assessment projects: 
a. Bethel Test Fish: 
b. Weirs/Mark-Recapture/Aerial Surveys/Other: 

3. Commercial Catch Report: 
4. Processor Report: 
5. Sport Fish Report: 
6. Intercept Fishery Report: optional 
7. Weather Forecast: 
8. Recommendation: 
9. Motion for Discussion and Action Motion for Discussion and Action 

OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Invitation for a Working Group representative to attend Unalakleet Chinook Summit 

COMMENTS FROM WORKING GROUP MEMBERS: 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Time:  Place:_________________  
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K u s k o k w i m  R i v e r  S a l m o n  M a n a g e m e n t  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO) 

ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433 
 

I n f o r m a t i o n  P a c k e t  
 

July 24, 2013 
 
LOWER KUSKOKWIM RIVER INSEASON CATCH MONITORING REPORT: 
Orutsararmiut Native Council (ONC) 
 
July 8, 2013 
 
Fishing reports from July 1-7, 2013 
Families 
Surveyed 

Families 
Fishing Driftnets 

 
Setnets 

Both 
Nets 

Larger than 
6” mesh 

6” mesh 
and smaller 

Both 
Sizes Rod & Reel 

62 7 7 0 0 0 7 0 0 

  100% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 

Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  
 
Compared with this time in a normal year, how are catch rates for salmon this week? 

CHINOOK CHUM SOCKEYE 

Very Good Normal Poor Very Good Normal Poor Very Good Normal Poor 
2 1 3 4 3 0 4 2 1 

29% 14% 43% 57% 43% 0% 57% 29% 14% 
Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  
 
Does the salmon run timing appear to be early, late, or normal? 

CHINOOK CHUM SOCKEYE 

Early Normal Late Early Normal Late Early Normal Late 
1 3 3 0 5 2 2 3 2 

14% 43% 43% 0% 71% 29% 29% 43% 29% 
Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  
 
Harvest Goal Summary: 

This week 62 families were surveyed by ONC. Of those surveyed, 7 families are still fishing. Two families 
who were not fishing said they were collecting fish distributed by the Bethel Test Fishery. 45 families said 
that they are finished fishing for the season, 37 of which have met their subsistence needs. 8 families 
said they plan to fish for Coho when the run starts. A few families did not fish because of the poor 
weather and 3 families said they were unable to fish because of gear (mesh-size) restrictions the 
previous week.  
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Chinook: Most families reported poor or no Chinook catches this week. With weather being rainy, a few 
families were not fishing for Chinook because they were concerned about mold.  

Chum: The majority of families reported having very good catch rates and normal run timing for chum 
salmon.  

Sockeye:  Most families reported normal to very good catch rates, and normal run timing. One family 
found pus in the meat of several male sockeyes.   

Comments:  One family felt that managers could do a better job of helping Chinook escapement by 
opening and closing unrestricted subsistence fishing. Subsistence fishermen also said that the fish don’t 
run by the calendar, but by natural cycles. There were reports of a brown bear around the upriver fish 
camps. Due to the 6-inch or less mesh size restriction, mesh sizes used this week were 4”, 5 5/8”, 5 ¼”, 
and 5 ½”.  

Surveyor comments:  This week ONC Fishery Technicians observed 4 setnets and 2 driftnets on the 
river. Many families said they had not gone fishing because they didn’t want their catch to spoil in the 
poor drying weather. To date, subsistence fisherman have collected and turned in 427 ASL samples from 
Chinook salmon.  
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LOWER KUSKOKWIM RIVER INSEASON CATCH MONITORING REPORT: 
Orutsararmiut Native Council (ONC) 
 
July 15, 2013 
 
Fishing reports from July 8-15, 2013 
Families 
Surveyed 

Families 
Fishing 

 
Driftnets 

 
Setnets 

Both 
Nets 

Larger than 
6” mesh 

6” mesh 
and smaller 

Both 
Sizes Rod & Reel 

68 4 3 1 0 0 4 0 0 

  75% 25% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 

Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  
 
Compared with this time in a normal year, how are catch rates for salmon this week? 

CHINOOK CHUM SOCKEYE 

Very Good Normal Poor Very Good Normal Poor Very Good Normal Poor 
0 3 1 2 2 0 2 1 1 

0% 75% 25% 50% 50% 0% 50% 25% 25% 
Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  
 
Does the salmon run timing appear to be early, late, or normal? 

CHINOOK CHUM SOCKEYE 

Early Normal Late Early Normal Late Early Normal Late 
0 2 2 1 3 0 0 3 1 

0% 50% 50% 25% 75% 0% 0% 75% 25% 
Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  
 
Harvest Goal Summary: 

50 families reported to have met their subsistence needs and 12 families said that they have not. 8 
families will be fishing for silvers to complete their harvest goals. 

Chinook: This week ONC technicians did not get much feedback from subsistence fisherman about 
Chinook salmon because most of the run has already passed our survey area. However, a few people 
have reported small jacks being caught. 

Chum: People said that they were targeting chum to feed their dogs. We heard some reports that some 
chum salmon had already turned into spawning colors and people wondered if they were spawning farther 
downriver than the Kwethluk or Kisaralik Rives.  

Sockeye: People commented that sockeye were not in full spawning colors but it could be possible that 
the run was not over. A few fishermen reported there was a huge pulse of sockeye that hit and passed 
through in five days. After the fifth day, catch rates slowed way down. There were reports of pus oozing 
from the top side of some sockeye.   

Comments:  Some families reported not to have reached their subsistence harvest goal but said that the 
fish they caught would suffice. Some families that didn’t reach meet their subsistence needs are waiting for 
better drying weather and the arrival of Coho. There was a comment suggesting that upriver fishermen 
come down river to fish in order to finish their subsistence harvests.  
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Surveyor comments:  People said that they are happy to have had the chance to be able to go 
fishing before the rainy season. Now that the poor weather is here, many people stopped hanging fish to 
dry because the bugs and weather could spoil the meat. This week ONC fishery technicians observed 4 
setnets and 1 driftnet from the Mouth of Gweek River down to Napaskiak.  

This is ONC’s last subsistence report for 2013. Surveyors talked to a total of 98 fish camps in 2013. 30 
camps were unreachable.   
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OVERVIEW OF KUSKOKWIM RIVER SALMON RUN ASSSSMENT PROJECTS  
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Chinook Salmon Cumulative CPUE Index, Bethel Test Fishery 
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Chinook Salmon Late Run Timing Model 
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Chum Salmon Cumulative CPUE Index, Bethel Test Fishery 
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Sockeye Salmon Cumulative CPUE Index, Bethel Test Fishery 
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All Species Run Timing, Bethel Test Fishery 
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ESCAPEMENT MONITORING 
Note: Years with n.a. as season total are considered incomplete. The weir operated but total 
escapement was not determined. 

Note: Cumulative passage in Italic contains a single day estimate for that day. 

 

Chinook Salmon 

 

12 
 



Chinook Salmon (continued) 
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Chinook Salmon (continued) 
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Chinook Salmon (continued)  
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Chinook Salmon (continued) 
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Chinook Salmon (continued) 
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Chinook Salmon (continued) 
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Chum Salmon 
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Chum Salmon (continued) 
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Chum Salmon (continued) 
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Chum Salmon (continued) 
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Chum Salmon (continued) 
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Chum Salmon (continued) 
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Chum Salmon (continued) 
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Sockeye Salmon  
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Sockeye Salmon (continued) 
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Sockeye Salmon (continued) 
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Sockeye Salmon (continued) 
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Mike Williams requested that this resolution be included in the packet: 
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