Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 587564 (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

Meeting Agenda

Date: December 17, 2013 Time: 1:00 pm Place: Bethel

Time Called to Order Chair Time Adjourned
ROLL CALL TO ESTABLISH QUORUM: QUORUM MET? Yes/No
Upriver Elder: Processor:

Downriver Elder: Member at Large:

Commercial Fisher: Sport Fisher:

Lower River Subsistence: Western Interior RAC:

Middle River Subsistence: Y-K Delta RAC:

Upper River Subsistence: ADF&G:

Headwaters Subsistence:

INTRODUCTIONS:

INVOCATION:

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:.the agenda may be amended at this time.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

PEOPLE TO BE HEARD:

CONTINUING BUSINESS:

1. Review of 2012 preliminary escapement results
a. Weir project results
b. Aerial survey results
c. Run reconstruction total return
2. Figures showing our management dilemma
a. Harvest power, illustrated by commercial fishing data
b. Subsistence harvest tables
c. 2012 subsistence salmon fishing closure schedule
d. 2012 BTF results vs. closures
e. BTF harvest timing viewed in relations to subsistence harvest timing based on calendar data
3. Draft Mission Statement follow-up and responses received to date.
Choke point letter follow-up and responses
5. Management recommendation responses from community meetings and public input received
(letters, emails, resolutions, meeting summaries and radio shows).
6. Continued management recommendation discussion.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Working Group outreach
a. Facebook page
b. Idea of Working Group radio public service announcements
c. Summary of upcoming meetings and outreach opportunities.
COMMENTS FROM WORKING GROUP MEMBERS:
NEXT MEETING DATE: Time: Place:

E
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Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)

December 17, 2013

ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

Information Packet

CHINOOK SALMON SPAWNING WEIR ESCAPEMENT, KUSKOKWIM RIVER

Chinook Salmon Escapement
Year Kwethluk Tuluksak George  Kogrukluk Tatlawiksuk Takotna Salmon
2003 14474 1,064 4.693 11,771 1,683 378 2
2004 28.605 1,475 5,207 19.651 2,833 461 #
2005 2 2,653 3,845 22,000 2918 499 2
2006 17619 1,043 4357 12414 1,700 33% 2
2007 13,267 374 4. 883 13,029 2061 418 6220
2008 5312 701 2,698 9,730 1,071 413 2376
2009 3,710 362 3.663 9,702 1,071 i1l 2
2010 1,693 201 1,500 5.6%0 567 178 #
2011 4079 288 1,571 6,891 1,012 134 #
2012 2 560 2,302 2 1,116 228 2
20130 2 193 1,158 1,713 495 o4 598
SEG 4.100-7.500 1,800-3,300 4.800-8 800
Average 4 g g
2003-2012 11,345 872 3.472 13,0598 1,603 356 4298

* Weir did not operate or counts were incomplete.

e Preliminary numbers subject to change.




Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)

ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

Kuskokwim River Chinook Escapement Monitoring
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Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 587564 (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

CHINOOK SALMON SPAWNING AERIAL SURVEY INDEX ESTIMAES, KUSKOKWIM RIVER DRAINAGE, 2003-2013

Lower Kuskolwim River * Middle Kuskokwim River * Upper Kuskokwim River *
Kowethhuk

Year Eek Canyon C. Kisaralk Tulksak Aniak Kipchuk Salmon Holokuk Oskawalic Holitna Gagarayah Cheeneetiuk Salmon (Pitka)
2003 1236 2.628 654 94 3514 1493 1242 528 844 e 1.095 810 1.241
2004 4653 65801 5157 1196 5362 1868 2177 306 203 4051 670 918 1.138
2005 b 5059 2206 @ 672 1679 4097 268 582 1.760 788 1.155 1.801
2006 B B 4734 e 5639 1618 ° 365 386 1.866 331 1.015 862
2007 e e 692 173 3984 2147 1458 146 e e 1.035 e 943
2008 B 487 1.074 e 3222 1061 589 190 213 B 177 290 1305
2009 b b b e e b e 390 379 b 303 323 632
2010 b b 235 b b b b 108 b 587 62 b 135
2011 263 B 534 e e 116 79 20 26 B 96 249 767
2012 e e 610 e e 193 49 9 51 e 178 229 670
2013 240 1165 597 83 754 261 154 29 38 670 74 138 475
Escapement Goal 400- 1.200- 330- 970- 300- 340- 470-
Range: 1.200 2.300 1,200 2,100 830 1300 1.600

Average ’ i’ " "

2003-2012 [2.051 3744 1766 334 4344 1272 1384 233 347 2.066 494 624 949

* Estimates are from aerial surveyvs conducted during peak spawning periods under 'good' or ‘fair' survey conditions.

b Survey was either aot flown or did not meet acceptable criteria.
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Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group

1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433
CHINOOK SALMON RUN RECONSTRUCTION, KUSKOKWIM RIVER.
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Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 587564 (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433
KUSKOKWIM RIVER COMMERCIAL CATCH STATISTICS 1985-2011,

RESTRICTED TO 6-INCH OR LESS MESH SIZE

June 16 - 23 Historical Commercial Catches

Chinook Sockeye Chum
Date Subdistrict Permits Hours Catch CPUE Catch CPUE Catch CPUE
6/16/1988 1-B 602 [¥] 12,640 3.50 7,408 2.05 72,219 19.99
6/17/1996 1-B 245 2 2,045 4.17 1,850 3.78 11,560 23.59
6/18/1987 1-B 527 Q9 19,126 4.03 9,118 1.92 13,478 2.84
6/18/1992 1-B 567 8 9,756 2.15 8,508 1.88 32,695 7.21
6/19/1989 1-B 374 8 9,204 3.08 5,504 1.84 41,789 13.97
6/20/1985 Wi & W2 431 6 6,611 2.56 5,361 7.89 20,409 7.89
6/20/1988 1-B 612 6 11,708 3.19 14,502 3.95 113,628 30.94
6/20/1990 1-B 630 6 16,690 4.42 10,318 2.73 30,306 8.02
6/20/1991 1-B 601 6 13,813 3.83 19,732 5.47 13,266 3.68
6/20/1996 Wi & W2 283 2 2,046 3.61 6,423 11.35 27,442 48.48
6/20/2008 1-B 171 6 6,415 6.25 8,653 B8.43 12,910 12.58
6/22/1992 Wi 619 8 14,554 2.94 6,423 1.30 74,296 15.00
6/22/1995 1-B 569 4 6,895 3.03 4,420 1.94 49,157 21.60
6/23/1989 1-B 277 8 6,011 2.71 7,002 3.16 65,650 29.63
6/23/2009 1-B 167 4 3,003 4.50 8,112 12.14 9,149 13.70
Avg 445 6 9,368 3.6 8,222 4.7 39,197 17.3
Min 167 2 2,045 2.2 1,850 1.3 9,149 2.8
Max &30 9 19,126 6.3 19,732 121 113,628 48.5
June 24 - 27 Historical Commercial Catches
Chinook Sockeye Chum
Date Subdistrict Permits Hours Catch CPUE Catch CPUE Catch CPUE
6/24/1985 W1 & W2 499 6 10,676 3.57 25,876 8.64 45,189 15.09
6/24/1987 Wi e07 9 12,867 2.36 24,355 4,45 54,454 9.97
6/24/1988 W1 & W2 857 B 10,379 2.63 20,930 5.31 124,040 31.47
6/24/1991 Wi 616 ] 12,612 3.4 19,262 5.21 30,632 8.29
6/24/1994 1-B 576 8 14,221 3.09 38,958 8.45 87,214 18.93
6/24/1998 1-B 338 6 6,413 3.16 9,043 4.46 32,467 16.01
6/24/2005 1-B 188 4 2,276 3.03 7,938 10.56 13,553 18.02
6/24/2008 1-B 126 3 1,372 3.63 2,906 7.69 6,576 17.40
6/25/1990 Wi 611 b6 16,031 4.37 27,024 7.37 58,944 16.08
6/25/1992 W1 & W2 643 8 10,005 1.94 22,852 4 .44 59,030 11.48
6/25/1993 1-B 622 a8 8,184 1.64 26,363 5.30 34,123 6.86
6/25/2010 1-A 115 4 543 1.18 734 1.60 9,808 21.32
6/26/1986 W1 & W2 517 ] 7,972 2.57 41,084 13.24 69,386 22.37
6/26/1989 Wi 126 8 1,862 1.85 3,746 3.72 32,373 32.12
6/26/1995 Wi & W2 583 4 11,108 4.76 18,402 7.89 91,719 39.33
6/26/2006 1-A 74 5] 1,647 3.71 5,218 11.75 19,694 44.36
6/26/2009 1-B 189 4 2,552 3.38 6,870 9.09 14,466 19.13
6/27/1985 W1 & W2 504 b6 9,339 3.09 26,894 8.89 49,706 16.44
6/27/2008 1-B 135 3 990 2.44 3,842 9.49 7,867 19.42
Avg 407 6 7,424 2.9 17,489 7.2 44,276 20.2
Min 74 3 543 1.2 734 1.6 6,576 6.9
Max 657 9 16,031 4.8 41,084 13.2 124,040 44,4




Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group

1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

June 28 - July 4 Historical Commercial Catches

Chinook Sockeye Chum
Date Subdistrict Permits Hours Catch CPUE Catch CPUE Catch CPUE
6/28/1998 W1 & W2 626 & 6,096 1.62 18,267 4.86 160,114 42.63
6/28/2005 1-A 51 3 405 2.65 2,879 18.82 3,178 20.77
6/28/2006 1-B 99 & 846 1.42 6,456 10.87 16,312 27.46
6/28/2010 1-B 216 4 1,181 1.37 3,536 4.09 22,038 25.51
6/29/1990 W1 8 W2 659 6 10,069 2.55 19,509 4.93 78,749 19.92
6/29/1992 W1 8 W2 617 & 8,138 2.20 26,607 7.19 82,652 22.33
6/29/1995 W1 & w2 579 4 5,679 2.45 20,390 8.80 92,218 39.82
6/29/1998 Wi 426 & 6,358 2.49 22,506 8.81 66,789 26.13
6/30/1986 W1 8 W2 589 & 4,586 1.30 23,804 6.74 62,399 17.66
6/30/1987 Wi 564 9 6,193 1.22 39,112 771 112,963 22.25
6/30/1989 Wi & W2 657 8 9,842 1.87 10,801 2.05 138,982 26.44
6/30/1999 1-B 409 & 4,668 1.90 16,772 6.83 22,700 9.25
6/30/ 2004 1-A 52 2 522 5.02 1,781 17.13 2,798 26.90
6/30/2005 1-A 71 4 850 2.99 6,290 22.15 7,317 25.76
7/1/1985 W1 & W2 528 & 6,947 2.19 32,182 10.16 50,325 15.89
7/1/1991 W1 8 W2 ] 6 6,449 1.66 25,628 6.61 53,164 13.72
7/1/2005 1-B 151 4 874 1.45 6,962 11.53 27,901 46.19
7172009 1-B 173 3 762 1.47 7,798 15.03 18,833 36.29
7/2/1988 W1 & W2 599 & 3,999 1.11 15,681 4.36 196,071 54.56
7/2/1996 Wi 224 2 545 1.22 3,962 8.84 20,915 46.69
71272004 1-A 44 3 488 3.70 1,900 14.39 2,426 18.328
7/3/1986 W1 & w2 564 & 3,392 1.00 16,031 4.74 67,088 19.83
7/3/1987 W1 & W2 595 & 7,295 2.04 44,541 12.48 69,983 19.60
7/3/1989 W1 8 W2 647 & 4,971 1.28 6,046 1.56 26,446 24.84
7/3/1995 W1 & W2 484 4 3,131 1.62 17,535 9.06 91,627 47.33
7/3/1998 Wi 445 4 2,277 1.28 15,985 8.98 51,471 28.92
7/4/1985 Wi 461 & 3,777 1.37 16,126 5.83 28,630 10.35
Avg 414 5 4,087 1.9 15,892 9.1 60,892 27.2
Min 44 2 405 1.0 1,781 1.6 2,426 9.3
Max 659 9 10,069 5.0 44,541 22.1 196,071 54.6
July 5 - 8 Historical Commercial Catches
Chinook Sockeye Chum
Date Subdistrict Permits Hours Catch CPUE Catch CPUE Catch CPUE
7/5/1988 Wi 579 & 2,340 0.67 7,284 2.10 163,971 47.20
7/5/1989 W1 & W2 567 & 3,575 1.05 3,093 0.91 89,269 26.24
7/5/1990 W1 8 W2 606 6 4,538 1.25 11,320 3.11 91,232 25.09
7/5/1996 W1 & W2 194 2 36 0.81 3,481 8.97 16,853 43.44
7/5/2000 1-B 224 4 357 0.40 3,658 4.08 11,026 12.31
7/5/2011 1-B 112 4 237 0.53 2,520 5.63 13,884 30.99
7/6/1991 W1 8 W2 605 & 2,443 0.6e7 24,832 6.84 42,441 11.69
7/6/1992 W1 & W2 596 8 3,560 0.75 8,448 1.77 87,036 18.25
7/6/1995 W1 & W2 489 4 1,595 0.82 15,096 7.72 83,618 42.75
7/6/2004 1-A 38 3 238 2.09 1,853 16.25 1,946 17.07
7/6/2010 1-A a7 & 290 0.56 3,554 6.81 17,467 33.46
/771986 W1 & W2 588 & 1,922 0.54 8,373 2.37 56,370 15.98
771987 W1 & W2 599 & 4,571 1.27 10,655 2.96 107,211 29.83
FI72004 1-B 50 4 384 1.92 1,780 8.90 5,086 25.43
772011 1-A 62 3 106 0.57 2,348 12.62 8,132 43.72
7/8/1988 Wi 605 & 1,895 0.52 3,628 1.00 138,858 38.25
7/8/1989 Wi 621 & 3,136 0.84 3,177 0.85 119,066 31.96
7/8/1996 W1 8 W2 211 2 178 0.42 6,795 16.10 18,801 44.55
Avg 380 5 1,760 0.9 6,772 6.1 59,570 29.9
Min 38 2 106 0.4 1,780 0.9 1,946 11.7
Max 621 8 4,571 2.1 24,832 16.3 163,971 47.2




Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHINOOK SALMON HARVESTED IN THE

1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

KUSKOKWIM AREA, 2002 TO 2012.

10-vr
Community 2002 2004 2007 2008 2011*  2012* avg”
Kongiganak 1,349 2,663 1,984 2,086 1,208 371 1,718
North
Kuskolowrim
Bay 1,349 2,663 1,984 2,086 1,208 371 1,718
Tuntutuliak 3,907 3912 4,614 41 3,032 1,123 3,773
Eek 2314 2954 2,635 2,877 1,378 1.004 2384
Kasiglik 4,470 7859 3,350 2,928 2,823 352 4,180
Nunapitchuk 4,303 4921 4,661 4206 3,359 343 3921
Atmautluak L479 2,153 1,890 1,737 1,236 234 1,506
Napakiak 2,702 2,839 3,243 2,163 1,963 457 2,751
Napaskiak 3,922 4058 6,392 4,425 3,360 1,108 4339
Oscarville 1,113 1,323 1,360 1,351 694 il 1,049
Bethel 22,392 20443 30422 35205 25,003 7,321 27,501
Kwethluk 6,880 1,157 6,466 8200 2467 1,709 3,959
Aldiachak 6,946 7,131 7.621 9509 3,832 2.862 6.007
Aldak 3,390 3,773 4297 3,784 2433 856 3.676
Tuluksak 2,860 3,766 3,886 3374 1,230 651 2,875
Lower
Kuskolowim 67,380 81,203 82,830 84201 53,142 18773 70,123
Lower Kalskaz 1,333 1,991 1,937 2442 1,260 439 1,919
Upper Kalskaz 1,343 2,498 1,383 2,568 1,772 362 1,319
Aniak 4,376 3,022 3417 3252 2214 093 2,698
Chuathbaluk 305 1460 1,007 772 409 103 779
Middle
Kuskolowim 8,161 3871 7,744 8.834 3,633 2,117 7213
Crooked Creek 046 734 373 402 124 641
Red Dewil 203 156 30l 177 186 225 183
Sleetmute 604 006 861 668 242 132 613
Stony River 415 688 361 690 134 212 411
Lime Village 206 69 120 37 120 29 109
MeGrath 970 387 493 619 829 68 632
Takotna 10 16 12 4 0 a 6
Nikolai 335 493 304 134 430 276 423
Telida - - - - - -
Upper
Kuskolowim 3,033 3.861 3,388 2,982 2,363 1,066 2,938
Fuskolowm
River® 80,123 06,788 06,155 98,103 62,368 223527 82,013
Quinhagak 2,649 4,363 4,686 3,923 2,388 2,396 3,331
Goodnews Bay 723 863 647 1,012 834 389 733
Platitum 154 122 66 42 62 24 69
South
Kuskolwim
Bay 3,326 3,548 3,399 4977 3484 2,309 4,333
Total
Estimated
Harvest 83,649 102,336 101,554 103,080 63,832 23336 86,366

-: Harvest was not estimated

Eold Italic : Bayesian Imputed estimates

# 5 and 10 vear averages do not include the current vear.

® Kuskolkwim River Total includes the Lower, Middle, Upper Kuskolowim areas and North Kuskolkwim Bay.
* 2011 and 2012 data considered preliminary pending publication.




Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHUM SALMON HARVESTED IN THE KUSKOKWIM
AREA, 2002 TO 2012.

Jyr 10t
Community 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011* 2012* ave®  ave®
Kongiganak 3247 807 2058 1940 2420 2,138 1592 1307 2513 2800 1,901 | 2.076 | 2,186
North
Kuskolowim
Bay 3247 89T 2938 1960 2420 2158 1592 1307 2513 2809 1901 | 2076 | 2,186
Tuntutuliak 41350 1,288 2546 3568 4024 3330 4416 3330 2430 1863 2614 | 3,080 | 3,008
Eek 1,228 578 638 877 1,256 803 76l 606 721 486 1,352 | 693 200
Kasigluk 3,783 2,733 5064 3413 4,938 4,292 1,677 1648 2403 2028 3261 | 2410 | 3400
MNunapitchuk 3002 2863 35033 4167 3130 6,619 4726 3468 3223 43257 3312 | 4459 [ 4,733
Atmautluak 2514 849 2271 1940 2664 2,193 2207 1673 1406 1364 2701 | 1.869 | 1,938
Napakiak 3421 1560 2328 3238 8143 3628 1811 1679 1766 1346 1711 | 2,086 | 2,912
Napashak 4010 2061 2705 2203 4323 3032 2638 1410 3,110 1,783 3216 | 2,393 | 2,728
Oscarville 1,312 804 328 636 1,151 932 836 334 332 402 300 611 T84
Eethel 17,731 11432 13448 14273 20,933 16,540 18,660 104830 10986 15324 26872 | 14398 )14 9835
Ewethluk 3019 2204 47288 4328 6328 6291 3933 3331 3082 3484 3540 | 4425 [ 4738
Aldachak 5,173 2,650 3830 2428 4333 4782 4043 2844 2836 3205 4150 | 3,546 | 3,619
Aldak 2571 2928 3492 33528 30937 4141 3184 1330 1,163 2421 2416 | 2452 | 2,788
Tuluksak 3719 894 2433 2183 3094 3204 4005 1570 3249 2697 2583 | 2045 [ 2,705
Lower

Kuskokwim 67,640 32956 49031 46,834 69472 39807 354890 34013 36,736 41363 60,838 | 45,368 49277
Lower Kalskag 1445 1,087 1316 897 4703 1997 2030 930 691 1643 3284 | 1458 | 1684

UpperKalskag 2460 316 14636 1201 2468 204 1828 320 393 1,399 1930 | 889 | 1273
Amniak 4367 820 2533 2932 3722 4108 2839 2626 2338 2391 5,667 | 2900 ( 2,890
Chuathbaluk 1438 2502 2332 5330 1451 1,741 593 937 333 686 196 808 | 1,278
Middle

Kuskolowim 9730 4925 785
Crooked Creek 1417 730 1,38

@ 3680 12345 8140 7201 4822 4137 6319 11677 6146 | 7127
31064 1513 833 a30 319 339 862 610 741 | 1,003

Fed Devil 384 63 133 214 41 186 188 244 122 434 316 233 201
Sleetmute 1203 468 1034 422 1475 813 338 388 324 630 1004 [ 333 40
Stony River 606 361 7 523 727 335 1470 TN 338 316 619 726 660
Lime Village 817 110 190 609 320 437 495 430 27T 504 419 420 420
MecGrath 060 513 280 525 000 464 1352 841 482 476 383 723 601
Takotna 1 a 0 b 0 1 4 o o 0 o 1 1

Nikolai 187 124 277 178 308 204 54 300 440 349 1044 | 260 242
Telida - - - - - - - - - -

Upper

Kuskolowim 5,764 2380 4202 3540 3384 3498 4851 3403 2722 3830 3097 | 3679 | 3976
Fuskoksam

Biver” 86,381 41167 64140 58013 89620 73603 68633 43637 46148 54321 79513 | 57268 | 62,566
Cuinhagak 2011 339 1383 994 2734 2240 1795 1297 1376 1233 2001 | 1594 | 1367
Goodnews Bay 340 200 240 192 333 07 643 141 324 340 322 333 330
Platinum 93 19 42 21 108 25 106 23 37 70 76 54 33

South

Kuskolowim

Bay 2455 778 1665 1207 3417 2584 2544 1466 1737 1674 2399 | 2001 | 1933
Estimated

Harvest 88,836 41943 65803 59220 93037 76,187 TL177 45101 47883 33005 81912|30269|643510

-:Harvest was not estimated
Bold Italic : Bayesian Imputed estimates
# 5 and 10 year averages do not include the current vear.

® Kuskolowim River Total includes the Lower, Middle, Upper Kuskolowim areas and North Kuskolowim Bay.
*2011 and 2012 data considered preliminary pending publication.
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Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF SOCKEYE SALMON HARVESTED IN THE
KUSKOKWIM AREA, 2002 TO 2012.

Jyr 10yr
Community 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010  2011* 2012* avg®  avg
Kongiganak 1,347 029 18300 1,103 1464 1,083 1347 230 1,842 1266 1,211 | 1274 | 1,302
North
Kuskokwim Bay 1,347 028 1309 1103 1464 1083 1347 23 1842 1266 1211 [ 1274 ] 1302
Tuntutuliak 1045 1,148 1620 2145 1834 1763 2418 32 2068 1274 1516 | 1691 | 1,625
Eek 739 386 367 1,033 473 663 T30 101 1241 664 1400 | 863 Jo4
Kasigluk 1,537 1,683 1668 1,273 1,926 1,635 1,230 943 1448 1260 1451 | 1,305 | 1461
Nunapitchuk 1,500 1,714 1639 1821 1871 2147 2331 1484 1902 2223 239 | 2017 | 1.865
Atmauthiak 1,150 679 1103 1444 1,011 1041 1,381 628 735 827 1,623 022 1,000
Napakiak 1,688 1453 1331 2,122 1845 1962 1623 217 1,187 1331 1,141 1408 | 1,350
Napaskiak 1296 16435 1,148 13 1,784 1,738 2505 1323 1979 1387 20635 | 1866 | 1.635
Oscarville 400 806 436 278 778 T2 677 334 250 228 323 440 490
Bethel 8,850 12,198 11,679 14207 12816 13902 18016 11,320 10662 16,046 18282 14,171 ( 13,070
Ewethluk 2,100 1903 3302 2437 2770 35336 3,007 2183 2571 2337 2884 | 3,149 | 2,828
Aldachak 2307 1607 3109 2372 2661 3269 4731 2408 2433 2647 3443 3008 | 2,774
Aldak 1214 995 1258 1920 2000 3695 2644 1200 1161 2576 1,820 2273 | 1873
Tuluksak 1,205 875 1670 987 2247 2021 2276 1691 23534 1699 1380 | 2044 | 1,720
Lower
Fuskolkwim 25251 27290 30570 33493 34215 38084 45670 26683 30171 35648 39814 | 35251 32,708
Lower Kalskag 347 13 173 430 1434 730 1,736 1,044 3507 802 201 074 838
Upper Kalskag 308 431 686 043 363 417 ) 369 463 038 770 637 632
Aniak 1,052 736 905 1,015 602 1261 1,796 941 1055 1168 1375 1244 | 1,074
Chuathbaluk 313 274 526 369 508 323 363 564 403 300 297 43 414
Middle
Fuskolwim 2227 1976 20983 2768 3197 2081 4801 2018 2430 3208 3333 | 3286 | 2938
Crooked Creek 440 in 732 693 44 604 734 329 302 243 234 446 322
F.ed Devil 109 3ng 28 272 510 318 473 477 473 02 j11 449 334
Sleetmute 06 4 o980 673 1181 1303 1111 707 1,024 693 713 068 888
Stony River 602 138 826 o9 853 1,087 1759 977 in 303 398 300 i !
Lime Village 1,176 34 814 1,277 1,182 1495 1,315 967 706 745 780 1,064 | 1,030
MeGrath 407 112 104 481 149 373 1,302 984 622 630 233 201 333
Takotna 0 2 ] 1 0 1 2 3 4 ] 2 2 1
Nikolai 22 16 1 12 20 10 13 66 63 13 ] 33 23
Telida - - - - - - - - - -
Upper
Fuskolkwim 3471 2046 3765 4225 4439 5192 6821 4510 3660 3120 2873 | 4662 | 4126
Kuskokwim
River” 32,206 32241 30127 41389 43315 47339 358720 34041 38103 43251 47231 44472 | 41,093
Quinhagak 209 803 1375 1,745 3128 1735 2692 1744 1671 1582 2015 | 1,832 | 1,741
Goodnews Bay 235 7035 873 1,213 003 880 2225 208 1,093 1328 1,197 | 1287 | 1,107
Platinum 257 64 183 o0 63 118 156 136 1735 135 173 154 143
South
Fuskokwim Bay 2021 1574 2431 3048 4186 27535 5073 2838 2930 3045 3385 [ 3330 | 2991
Total Estimated
Harvest 34317 33815 41358 44637 473501 50092 63802 37779 41042 46296 350616 | 47.802 | 44 084

-: Harvest was not estimated
Bold Italic : Bavesian Imputed estimates
® 5 and 10 year averages do not include the current year.

® Kuskokwim River Total includes the Lower, Middle, Upper Kuskolowim areas and North Kuskolowim Bay.
* 2011 and 2012 data considered preliminary pending publication.
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Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

2012 KUSKOKWIM RIVER SUBSISTENCE SALMON FISHING RESTRICTIONS.

Rolling Closure/Open Section

Section 1: Lower Section of 1-B

Section 2: Lower Section 1-B to Tuluksak

Section 3: Tuluksak to Chuathbaluk

Section 4: Chuathbaluk to Holitha River mouth

<6in €6in <6in <6in

Section 5: Holitha River mouth to Headwaters

June
10 11| 12| 13| 14/ 15 16| 17| 18] 19| 20[ 21| 22| 23| 24 25| 26| 27 28/ 29 30
Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu| Frii Sat| Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu| Fri| Sat| Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu| Frij Sat

<6in <6 in [INNNRIN <6 in

T I - -

<6in <6in <6in <6in <6 in

—

July
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9] 10f 11 12| 13| 14/ 15| 16| 17| 18] 19| 20, 21
Rolling Closure/Open Section Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu|l Fril Satl Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu| Fri] Sat] Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu| Fri| Sat
Section 1: Lower Section of 1-B <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in
Section 2: Lower Section 1-B to Tuluksak _sﬁ in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <61in <6in <6in <6in <6 in
Section 3: Tuluksak to Chuathbaluk |6in <6in <6in <6in _56 in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in <61in <6in <6in <6in <6in <6in
Section 4: Chuathbaluk to Holitna River mouth <6in s6in <6in s6in <6in <6in s6in s6in <61in <s6in <6in <6in s6in s6in <6in <6 in <6in <6in
Section 5: Holitna River mouth to Headwaters <6in <hin <Bin <6in <bin <bin <6in S b6iN=biN<bn=6in=6m=6in
July August

22| 23] 24 25| 26| 27| 28] 29 30/ 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9] 10 11
Rolling Closure/Open Section Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu|l Fril Sat| Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu| Fri| Sat] Sun| Mon| Tues| Wed| Thu| Fri| Sat
Section 1: Lower Section of 1-B
Section 2: Lower Section 1-B to Tuluksak
Section 3: Tuluksak to Chuathbaluk <6 in
Section 4: Chuathbaluk to Holitha River mouth <6 in
Section 5: Holitha River mouth to Headwaters =6in

Ke:
_Salmon fishing closure

Open to subsistence fishing with gillnets no larger than 6 inch mesh

<6in

cted gillnets and subsistence Chinook hook and line open

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////Hook and Line Subistence Chinook open to bag limit of three a day. Additonally, No livebox required.

All subsistence closures pertain to gillnets larger than 4 inches and hook and line fishing.
**Sport fishing for Chinook Salmon is closed in the entire Kuskokwim River drainage as of Friday, June 22, 2012 (all other salmon species are open)
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1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO)

ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group

2012 BETHEL TEST FISHERY DAILY CPUE AND SECTION 2 SUBSISTENCE RESTRICTIONS.
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Percent Cumulative Harvest

Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 587564 (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

KUSKOKWIM DISTRICT 1 CHINOOK & CHUM SUBSISTENCE HARVEST BTF TIMING: 1989 - 1999.
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Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 587564 (KUSKO)
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433

DRAFT: KRSMWG MISSION STATEMENT.

RESPONSE FROM GEORGETOWN TRIBAL COUNCIL:

The Mission of the Kuskokwim Salmon Working Group is to promote the
sustainability of our salmon populations on the Kuskokwim River from its
mouth to the headwaters. We recognize the importance of salmon to all user
groups, and strive to represent each group including: Subsistence fishers,
Commercial fishers, and Sports Fishers. We also recognize that the ultimate
priority is the salmon themselves. Therefore, adequate escapement must take
the highest priority above all user groups, and we will work together to
ensure that this need is met.

14
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JOINT STATEMENT ON THE MANAGEMENT OF THE
KUSKOKWIM RIVER SALMON FISHERY

The Board of Fisheries, the Department of Fish and Game, the
local Fish and Game Advisory Committees, and local subsistence
and commercial fishermen agree to work together towards the
goal of increasing the sustained yield of Kuskokwim River
salmon stocks to provide for subsistence needs and an eco-
nomically viable commercial fishery. To achieve that goal, the
parties agree to the following:

1. Kuskokwim River salmon users will form a working group.

2. The local department staff will meet with the working
group to discuss pre-season and in-season management of
the fishery and evaluate items such as, but not limited
to:

(a) test fishery data;

(b) CPUE data from historic and in-season commercial
fisheries; and

(c) in-~season subsistence catch data.

3. It is understood that the purpose of these meetings shall
be to arrive at a consensus regarding the openings and
closures of the Kuskokwim River fishery. If a consensus
cannot be reached emergency order authority will continue
to be at the area management biologist's discretion.

4. The department will announce the opening of the first com-
mercial fishing period by June 10.

5. The fishing periods may be separated by six days to assist
king salmon passage.

6. The department and the working group will work towards the
development of a comprehensive management plan for all of
the Kuskokwim River salmon stocks, and report to the board
on their progress.

7. Working group/staff meetings will be at the discretion of
the chair of the working group.

@a,%w @WW
ry S%aﬁen, Chatrman Don W. Collinsworth !

Board of Fisheries Commissioner, ADF&G

Date:%wé‘ /W“ /738 Date: "7‘ 'QD '88/




P.O. Box 1467 e Bethel, AK 99559 e 907-543-2433 e 907-543-2021 fax

September 13, 2013

Dear Tribal Councils and community members,

The Kuskokwim River has experienced poor Chinook salmon returns since 2010. We would like your
council and community involved to help address this issue. By taking action now we are working to
try to prevent what we've seen in other areas of the State like Norton Sound and ‘the Yukon River
which have experienced dramatlc dechnes and poor returns for over a decade.

*Despite an expectation for this declining trend to reverse, we do not anticipatc Chinook salmon to
rebound to historical numbers in the near future.

*During 2013, the number of Chmook salmon which reached the spawning grounds could very well
bethe lowest return on record:- : '

*Tributary escapement goals for Chinook salmon were not met nor is it likely that the drainage-wide
escapement goal for the whole river was met. ‘

*All but one of these tributaries had the lowest return on record.

*The number of Chinook salmon that reached tributary spawning grounds were in some cases by far
the lowest recorded escapements on record.

*The Kogrukluk River, the large Chinook salmon producer on the Kuskokwim, had a preliminary
escapement estimate that was just 35% of the lower end of the established escapement goal.

*The Takona River saw less than 100 Chinook salmon this year on the spawning ground. Many of the
tributaries on the Kuskokwim have had multiple years, some up to five consecutive years, of poor
Chinook salmon returns.

* The declining trend over time is of a conservation concern.

* The Tuluksak River has now seen seven consecutive years of drastically low returns and the
escapement goal was discontinued in 2012.

This adds up to a very serious concern for the future of our Kuskokwim king salmon and we need your
help.

Low returns of Chinook salmon had a drastic effect on our, upriver communities who had a difficult
time catching Chinook salmon and meeting their subsistence needs. This is not the first year where
middle and upriver communities have suffered. The combination of low Chinook salmon returns and
not meeting subsistence needs in this and past yearsfor communities to call for action. In response to
this conservation concern and the inability to meet subsistence needs - despite exercising due
diligence, the Native Village of Napaimute along with the Native Village of Chuathbaluk, the Village
of Lower Kalskag and the Kuskokwim Native Association have all passed resolutions requesting that
the Alaska Department of Fish & Game and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service take significant
management measures to address the declining Chinook salmon returns in the Kuskokwim River.
Resolutions from the Village of Lower Kalskag and the Native Village of Chuathbaluk specifically
recommend closing two identified choke points of Oscarville/Napaskiak and Joe Pete’s during the




Chinook salmon migration. We believe closing these areas will increase the Chinook salmon
escapement upriver. -

The Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group met on August 27" to discuss
management recommendations to address the king salmon conservation concern. Identifying and
addressing choke points in the river was a recommendation previously made at Working Group
meetings and was made:a priority in resolutions from middle river communities. The choke points of
~ Oscarville/Napaskiak and Joe Pete’s area identified very narrow areas in the river with a concentrated
! number of fishers and high fishing pressure that can greatly reduce the number of Chinook salmon that
" pass by. The purpose of addressing choke points in the river is to increase the number of Chinook
- salmon that are allow to. pass upriver of Bethel and make it to headwaters spawning areas as well as
allow for more equal harvest opportunity for communities upriver of Bethel. Closing these identified
choke point areas to Chinook salmon fishing entirely or to limit Chinook salmon fishing to set net only
sites has been suggested Many other recommendations have been made and it is likely that a number
of sacrifices by various communities and fishers will be required to get more Chinook salmon on the
spawning grounds and provide more equal opportumty to all of the subsistence users along the river.

The Working Group Voted to contact cqmmunmes in the adj acent areas, identify their concerns, and to
work together to find solutions. Addressing these choke point areas is of importance. Your
~ communities are most directly impacted by these recommendations and we feel that the first step
should be to work with Tribal Councils and local residents to find a solutions to our common goal
which is to preserve our Chinook salmon resource for future generations. We would like to Welcome
your communities to respond and participate in future management discussions.

Sincerely,

Beverly Hoffman Lamont Albertson Fritz Charles Casie Stockdale
KRSMWG co-chair  KRSMWG co-chair KRSMWG co-chair KRSMWG co-chair
543-3239 675-4380 545-1259 545-2877 545-4872
bev@kuskofish.com trout(@svic.net napaimute@gci.net aksockeve@gmail.com

Cc Oscarville Traditional Council
Cc Napaskiak Tribal Council
Cc Orutsararmiut Native Council
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GSCARVHLLE TRADITIONAL COUNCIL
P.0.BOX 6129
NAPASKIAK, ALASKA 99559
OFFICE PHONE NUMBER: (907) 737-7099 OFFICE FAX NUMBER: (907) 7377428

OTC-ADMINISTRATION |

Michacl Stevens Alexandria lienry
OTC-Tribal Administrator  OTC- Tribal Secrctary

DATE: October 1,2013

TO: Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group-
FROM OSCARVILLE TRADITIONAL COUNCIL

RE: SUBJECT: CHOKE POINT BY NAPASKIAK/OSCARVILLE -

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: .

IN RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 13 BY THE KUSKOKWIM RIVER SALMON
MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP PROPOSING TO REGULATE OUR TRADITIONAL SUBSISTENCE FI SHING
AREA ON THE KUSKOKWIM, IN YOUR WORDS THE “NAPASKIAK/OSCARVILLE CHOKE POINT”. '

IT IS IN OUR GREATEST BELIEF THAT CLOSING DOWN OUR TRADITIONAL FISHING/HUNTING AREA
ISN’T GOING TO SOLVE THE DECLINING KING SALMON ISSUE. WE DO NOT COME TO YOUR LAND OR YOUR
WATERS AND ASK THAT YOU STOP YOUR SUBSISTENCE LIFESTYLE FOR OUR OWN BENEFIT. WE BELIEVE
THAT THE KING SALMON LANDS UNDER THE WATER, IN THE OCEAN ARE BEING RANSACKED BY THE
TRAWLING FLEET OF THE DEEP SEA SCRAPERS. THE SALMON BYCATCH AS THEY CALL IT IS AT A HIGH
33,000 KING SALMON. WHY NOT KEEP A SHARP EYE ON THEM INSTEAD OF THE SUBSISTENCE USERS OF
THE KUSKOKWIM DELTA., |

WE SUPPORT THE LETTER FROM NAPASKIAK TRIBAL COUNCIL DATED OCTOBER 1, 2013 TO THE
KUSKOKWIM RIVER SALMON WORKING GROUP SUBIECT: CHOKE POINT BY NAPASKIAK/OSCARVILLE
FROM: STEPHEN MAXIE, NAPASKIAK TRIBAL COUNCIL TRIBAL ADMINISTRATOR

WE DO BELIEVE OVER THE YEARS THERE HAS BEEN MORE AND MORE FISHERMEN FROM OTHER
VILLAGES INCLUDING BETHEL FISHERMEN FISHING OUR TRADITIONAL SALMON FISHING AREA. WE HAVE
SEEN SET NETS THAT AREN’T BEING TAKING CARE OF PROPERLY AND FISH LEFT TO ROT. OUR UNWRITTEN
YUP’IK LAWS ARE BEING BROKEN BY WHO ARE NOT TRADITIONALLY KNOWLEDGEABLE PEOPLE. THE SET
NET TIME IS USUALLY DETERMINED BY HOW COLD THE WATER IS TO HOLD THE FISH IN PRESTINE
CONDITION TO THE TIME WE PROCESS THE FISH. DURING THE TIME WHEN THE WATER TURNS WARM THE
FISH EASILY DETERIORATE THAT’S WHEN SET NET TIME IS OVER. IF YOU WANT YOUR SET NET OUT LATER
PLEASE CHECK YOUR SET NET AT LEAST TWICE A DAY, MORNING/EVENING.

BY CLOSING DOWN OUR FISHING AREA, WHERE WOULD YOU SUGGEST WE FISH? IN THE LATE
SPRING MONTHS AND DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS WE DON’T HAVE THE LUXURY OF GAS AND OIL TO
FISH FURTHER AWAY FROM OUR VILLAGE; THUS MAKING IT A COMPROMISE TO SUGGEST A FARTHER
FISHING AREA.

WE ALSO BELIEVE IN CONSERVATION MEASURES ON OUR KING SALMON TO SUSTAIN EVERYONE
OF US AND FOR THE FUTURE GENERATION, BUT CLOSING OUR TRADITIONAL FISHING AREA JUST FOR
EVERYBODY ELSES BENEFIT WILL NOT CONSERVE THE KING SALMON. IF YOU WANT TO CLOSE OUR AREA
CLOSE YOURS TOO, BECAUSE WE WILL FISH FOR OUR FISH IN OUR TRADITIONAL FISHING BASIN,

Sincerely,
(OSCARVILLE TRADITIONAL COUNCIL

Marie S. Jacob Olga Mesak”
0.T.C. - Vice President O.T.C. - Secretary/Treasurer
OTC-BOARD MEMBERS
Wicholai M. Steven  Marie Jacob Olga J. Mesak Alexie A, Nicholui Sr.  Alexander Joekay Nastasie Larson

OTC- President OTC-Vice President OTC- Secretary/Treasurer  O'TC-Chief Member OTC-Council Member OTC-Council M.
Frank M. Berezkin Sr.
OTC- Villuge Delegate/CVRFE Bourd Member




NAPASKIAK TRIBAL COUNCIL

P.O. Box 6009

\\ MNapaskiak, Alaska 99559 }
» (907) 737-7364 « Fax (907) 737-7039

October 1, 2013

To: Kuskokwim River Salmon Management»Working Group
Subject: Choke Point by Napaskiak/ Oscarville
From: Stephen Maxie, Napaskiak Tribal Council Tribal Administrator

Dear Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group Members,

compromise to give up our Traditional fishing spot.

Most of the set nets in this area do hot belong to Napaskiak/Oscarville residents. We do practice set
hets but most of us take them out during mid lune do to warm water that rots salmon for waste, We
been seeing set nets that have o name on buoys’ which are rarely checked daily, We would like to
€ncourage everyone to check set hets 2 times a day to reduce waste. One other concern is theft, theft
of salmon in set nets, and theft of set nets, this needs to addressed as we hear this is & growing problem
in this river system. '

Sincerely,

St

Stephen Maxie Jr., Tribal Administrator

CC: Napaskiak Tribal Council
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Mapasktak Gncorporated
RO. Box 8088
Napaskiok, Alagka 98550
(807) 7377418
October 1, 2013 Jzx §43-20]

State Board of Fish and Game/Kuskokwim Salmon Working Group
Bethel, Ak 99559

To Whom It May Concern:

1 am writing 1o you from the Napaskiak Corporation, we are stakeholders in the current proposed
regulations of fish in our neighborhood of Napaskiak and Oscarville labeled as choke points for
salmon fishing in our region. Napaskiak and Oscarville residents either tribally enrolled or -
shareholders of their respective Corporations stand to be affected by this current proposal. We
have been fishing your so called “choke point” since before inception of our concurrent villages
before even ANCSA and ANILCA were ever whispers of lawmakers, and over the past few
years this traditional fishing spot has been invaded by people ouiside of Napaskiak and '
Oscarville that are either Tribal members or shareholders of the perspective villages.

The Napaskiak Corporation is organized under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.
ANCSA is the most important legislation for Alaska since statehood, Its effects have been, and
continue to be, felt by all the citizens of this state. Beyond our state, other countries and
indigenous groups around the world are carefully following the results of this historic document.

December 18, 1971

The passage of this Act settled the issue of what lands Alaska Natives owned by right of
traditional use and occupancy. The phrase "traditional use and occupancy" means that the
land was used for subsistence and occupied for a very long time, The Act was based on the
rights of Alaskan Natives to the land they had used and occnpied for penerations and
generations, The Act also stared the terms by which Alaska Natives would give up much of
their land.

Section 3 (j) "Village Cotporation”" means an Alaska Native Village Corporation organized

under the laws of the State of Alaska as a business for profit or nonprofit corporation to hold,
invest, manage and/or distribute lands, property. funds, and other rights and assets for and on
behalf of a Native village in accordance with the terms of this Act.

There were numerous complaints of the BIA approving mineral and timber contract sales at
far below fair market value on tribal lands. These contracts were lucrative for the exploiting
companies, while depriving the tribes of fair and needed revenues, BIA run schools were also
criticized for attempting to assimilate Indian children and smother tribal loyalty.

Congress and many Alaska Natives, therefore, tried to develop an approach which would
leave Alaska Natives in sole conirol of their land and money without BIA intervention. It was




10-03-13

08:16am  From- 8077877128 T=003 P.002/008 F-853

feared that if the land became a reservation and the money was tutned over to a traditional
government, the BIA might have had control.

The State of Alaska enacted the first subsistence law in 1978, which recognized subsistence uses
of fish and game to have a priority over sport, personal and comimercial uses. This law did
nothing to protect the Alaska Native way of life as it defined all Alaskans 1o be subsistence users,
and the growing urban majority of Alaskans could go into any rural area and compete with local
vﬂlagers for the food supply.

A couple of years later, Congress reacted to the State’s lack of protection of Alaska Native
subsistence uses and attempted to carry out the unfulfilled settlement of aboriginal hunting
and fishing rights through the passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation
Act (ANILCA) in 1980. The Act placed over 104 million acres of Alaska land into national
parks, preserves, refuges, monuments, wilderness and wild and scenic river areas, and
contained a provision in its Title VIII to give rural Alaskans a subsistence user priority on

» federal lands and waters. In report language that went with the Act, subsistence was def ned
as “...the customary and rraditional uses by rural Alaska residents of wild,_renewable

resources for such direct personal or family consumption as food, shelter, fuel, clothmg,

tools or transportation: the making and selling of handicraft articles... 'for barter or sharing

for personal or family consumption; and for customary trade. "

A subsistence use priority was given 1o rural Alaskans in Title VIIT of ANILCA rather than
to Alaska Natives because the State of Alaska objected to a Native preference, The State
argued that a Native preference would conflict with the State’s Constitution which declares
that Alaska’s natural resources belong equally to all citizens. In order to get the State of
Alaska to comply with the rural subsistence priority in Title VIII, the State was offered the
option to manage subsistence hunting and fishing on federal lands in addition to State and
private lands if the State Legislature enacted a law of general application containing the same
rural priority. The State of Alaska adopted a regulation in 1982, then a statute in 1986 giving
a rural subsistence priority on State and private lands which allowed the State ta manage
subsistence uses on all lands in Alaska.

The federal government manages subsistence hunting on all federal public lands in Alaska as
well as fishing on certain navigable waters, giving rural residents a subsistence priority use
for the fish and game resources. The State manages subsistence hunting on State and private
land, giving all Alaskans a subsistence priority.

Federal and regional advisory boards made up primarily of subsistence users form the
regulations regarding subsistence uses on federal public land and navigable waters. The State
Boards of Fish and Game create subsistence regulations on behalf of the State. The dual
federal-state management of subsistence hunting and fishing in Alaska is cumbersome, is not
satisfactory to any of the stakeholders, and the results are far from the ori iginal intent of
Congress to protect the hunting and fishing rights of the Alaska Native people, extinguished
by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.
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After reading and trying to comprehend the two acts above in summary, ANCSA and ANILCA
Title VIII, we agree to the conservation of the salmon species that sustains us, however, we
would like to state that we are not the only ones that fish in your stated “choke point” our
traditional fishing grounds. We have seen for ourselves our traditional fishing grounds being
overrun by outsiders and we do not have space to set our nets, and at the same time this “choke
point” is being fished all day and far into the evening, not by the traditional users of this said
“choke point” but outsiders, Tribal Members and Shareholders of Napaskiak and Oscarville
should have priority in this “choke point™ for fishing. Our residents observe outsiders going net
to net checking for fish and taking them even though it isrt’t their net forcing the traditional users
of your said “choke point™ to pull their nets out only to be replaced by outsider’s nets, We fish
for 2 weeks and at the most 3 weeks to catch our quota of fish, your said “choke point” is fished
not by the traditional users but outsiders well into the summer.

We have also seen and are aware of other “choke points” up and down the Kuskokwim, those
should also be addressed, or is our traditional fishing grounds a beacon because those on the
salmon management working group themselves witnessed this fishing of outsiders from Bethel
in your said “choke point™.

Our villages have limited jobs and prices of gasoline have skyrocketed of the past years and we
do not go very far from our traditional fishing grounds because of this, but recent overcrowding
and over fishing has pushed us further and further away from our traditional fishing grounds.
The main outsiders that fish in your stated “choke point” are residents of Bethel, which leads us
to question if Bethel is considered “Rural” in regards to population and definition. Nets are also
expensive, and we will not force our residents to comply by cutting their nets trashing their hard
earned money down the drain to comply with this regulation.

Before you impose such a sanction 1o the traditional users of your “choke point” consider
formally inviting us to your meeting instead of broadcasting and blindsiding us with your
intentions with a newspaper article, as we ourselves are concerned and believe in the
conservation of the salmon that sustains every user on the Kuskokwim.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at (907)737-7413, our return address in
the lettethead.

Cordially,

Phiglip Nicholai Jr.

General Manger

CC; Board of Directors
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Village of Lower Kalskng
- PO Box 27 '
Lower Kalskag, AK 99626 ‘
NEW Phone # (907) 471-230¢ Fax # (907) 471-2378
Email: village_of lower ta@ynhao.com

Resolution [3-(08

A RESOLUTION TO ENSURE THE LONG TERM SUSTAINABILITY OF CHINOOK SALMON STOCKS
AND PROVIDE FOR A RESONABLE OPFORTUNITY TO MEET CUR MEMBERS SUBSISTENCE
NEEDS WE REQUEST THAT THE ADF&G COMMERCIAL FISHERIES DIVISION AND THE USFWS
INSBASON FEDERAL MANAGERS FOR FISHERIES ON THE KUSKOKWIM RIVER TAKRE

SIGNIFICANT CONSERVATION MEASURES PRIOR TC THE BEGINNING OF THE 2014 CHINQOK
SALMON FISHING SEASON

WHEREAS, The trend of low abundance and ron-achievetment of escapement obfectives an the Kuskolkwim
River for Chinook salmon bringa to question the long term sustalnability and health of the population: anid

WHEREAS, The volumtary conservation efforts by subsistence fishenmen have not been successﬁxl to the

point of reducing hatrvest to mest escapement objectives; and

WHEREAS, The managerment fools used for pre-season forecasting aod in-season nm assessment along with

the conservation actions taken in 2013 proved inadequate to manage the fishery and achisve the established
escapement objectives; and

WHEREAS, The majority of subsistence ysers in the mid and upper Kuskokwim River were unable to moet
their Chinook harvest needs despite exercising due diligence;

NOW THEREFORE BE [T RESOLVED THAT, The MMMKW request that Fighetiea
Managery on the Kugkokwim River enact sxgmﬁoant reptriction and or conmplete closures on the Chinoolk
galinon subsisterior fishery e 4 pressenson action until such & time that it Is highly probable that established
escapement objectives will he met, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER REEOLVED THAT, Should no action be talken by Fisheries Masiegers
with ragards to thig request thet a apecmi aetion request will be gubmitted to the U3 Fish and Wildlife Office
of Bubsistence Management r::qw:shng 1) the subsistence fishery be limited to only Federally Qualified

Users of the Kuskokwim region, mnd 2) the pre-season ections requesting herein be imnediatety
implemented.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, The Village of Lower Kal shag slso request closing the two
Knskokwim River choke points downriver for the whole 2014 geason, which are Jocated at:

«  OsonrvilleNapaskiak

a  Joe Pete's
CERTIFICATION
The foregaing resolution was passed and approved by a poll yote of the Village of Lower Kalskag Tribal
Coungdl, in which the vote ) jfes, < Na, i‘:ﬁ absent, and _,_D___, abstaining; this

day af_wufg% 2013,

e e L

‘Nastgsin Levi - Fresident

i Wulhama Smmary
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Native Village of Chuathbaluk,
Chuathbaluk Traditional Council
#1 Teen Center Trail
Chuathbaluk, Alaska 995572999

Resolution # 2013-24

A RESOLUTION OF THE NATIVE VILLAGE (1F CHUATHBALUK,
CHUATHBALUK TRADITIONAL COUNCIL, TO EMBRACT THI
TRAINTIONAL VALULKS OF OUR ELDERS BY RESPECTING QUR
RESQURCES AND ENACTING CONSERVATION PRACTICES THAT
ENSURES EGQUITABLE MANAGEMENT OF 5ALD RESQOURCES
WHEREAS, The Chuathbeluk Traditional Council is an Alaska Native Villuge
recoguized us an Indian trilie pursuant to the provious Public Law 03638, Indign Salf
iyefermination and Bducation Assistance Act (88 Stat, 2203, 25 U.S.C", 450 et seu), also

 pursuant to Public Law 95-608, Indian Child Welfore Act, 25 CFR 23,26; and

WHEREAS, the Chuathbahik Traditional Counes is the duly suthorized governing body
for the Native Village of Chuathbaluk; and

WHEREAS, the Chuathbaluk Fraditional Counetl fs the federully- reengnized Teibal
Government of the Native Village of Chuathbaluk: and

WHEREAS, the Chuatibaluk Traditional Comeil identifiss that the low abundance ard
non-uelievement of egeapement goals for the Kuskokwim River Clitnook Fisheries
creates a-long term sustainability erises; and

WHEREAS, the Chuathbaluk Traditional Council recognizes that the voluntary
conservation efforts by various Middle and Upriver Kuskokwim Trbes as well #y some
Lower River Fishers, has not in and of itself bean » successfyl tuol towards meeting
ekeapement ohjectives; atd

WHEREAS, the Chuathbuluk. tradidonal recopaizes that the management faals used for
pre-season forecasting and in-season Chinook Sxlten yun assessmant afong with the
regulations implemented during the 2012 and 2053 season, were inadequate (O manage
the fishety st failed Lo nchieve the astablished ercapement o bjectives; and

WHEREAS, the Chuattbaluk Traditionst Conneg) sirongly belleves in the teaching of
vur clders which specifically addresses the respeet for the initiel Chinook push as thuse -
fish who swim the farthest, (be fhatest, are the largest, and the srongest breeding stock
and s such should he allowed to pass through umnaolestod; und

WHEREAS, the Federally Reangnized fribe, Native Village of Chuatlibaluk were
unable to moet their Chinook subsistence neds over the last few years; qud
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WHEREAS. the Federally Recognized Tribe, Native Viltage of Chuathbatuk has
Jurisdiction over its sesources be them teansient or residantial; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Natien of the Native Village of
Chuathbaluk requests that the Stite of Alaska and e Natldn of the United States of
Ameries, US Federal Government, snact the signileant restzictions Ineluding o of
potaplete pre-sonson closure on ibe 2014 Chinvok Sahmon of the Kuskekwin River
Basimn, as 2 action until such time ag it is highly probable that the established escapement
goal ig met; and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESQLVED, that the Mation of the Natjve Village
of Chusthbalek emphatically states it no action Is taken by the State of Alnska ar the US
Fodersl Ciovernment regarding this subsistence prigie by Janugry 2014, o Special Action
will be submitted to the US Fish and Wildlife Offics of Subsistence Management
requesting: 1.3 The subsistence fishery be limited o only Federslly Qualified users of the
Ruskelowin Region; 2.) When opened, that the net fength at the choke poiats of
Oscarville/Napaskiak and Joe Petes be Hruited significantly; 3.) A pre-seuson closure in
effect until cseapoment is mat; 4.} That if and when other regulations .¢., quotas, are
placed on the Chinook Fishevies, an equitable distribution ag i1 relates 1o Village 888
facturs and famity average food seeurity nimbers are used as gipnificri factors in the
quinta determinstion; and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESQLVYED, the Nation of the Native Village of
Chuathbaluk requests on-going Government {o Government mestings with the US Fish
and Wildlife need o contimue until this erlsis {5 resolved,

'

PASSED AND APPROVED BY A QUORUM OF THE CHUATHBALK
TRADITIORAL COUNCIL THIS DAY OF August 22, 2013 with:

5/ membiers votlug ves,
¢ . members voting no,

& _ metibers abstaining, wnd
¢ roembets ahsent,

ATTERT:

Rabert Golley, Chuathbaluk Tradttivnasl Comnell Chatemean

Robert Lﬂ%mi]
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A RESOLUTION FROM THE NATIVE VILLAGE OF NAPAIMUTE IN SUPPORT OF KUSKOKWIM
NATIVE ASSOCIATION {KNA) RESGLUTION (602013 REGHESTING THAT THE ALASKA
DEPARTMENT QF FISH AND GAME COMMERCIAL FISHERIES DIVISION AND THE UNITED STATES
FESH AND WILDLYFE EN BEANON MANAGERS TAKE SIGNIFICANT CONSERVATION MEASURES
PRICE 10 THE BEGINNING GF 'THE 1014 KING (CHINOOK) SALMON FISHING SEABON TO ENSURE
THE LONG TERM BUSTAINARILITY OF KING (CHINGOK) SALMON STOUKS (N THE KUSKOKWIM
RIVER AND TO PROVIDE FOR A REASONABLE G PORTUNITY TO MERT THE AMOUNT RELDED
FOR SUBSISTENCE IN THE MIDBLE AND UPFER KIISKGKWIM

WHEREAS: The trend of Jow abiundance end tonsushievement of oseapement objesiives on the Kuskokwim River for
Kingsalman brings into question the fong e sustadnabliity sad fwolth of the popiilation; ad

WHEREAS; The voluntary conszevation efforls by subsistence fahers v not bien successful 10 the polnt of radueing
harvagt to meet apcapement ohivitives; and

WHEREAS; The matmgenient fools wsed for pre-eagon forgtasting and (n-seivon 1t assecement along with
worsorvation ﬁctimw folean i 2003 proved {nadequaty to managey the fishery and achieve the ovisblished mseapement
ohfectives: an

WHERKAB: The majorlty of subsistence fishers In e hMiddle end Hpper Kuskakwite River wera unable to mest thelr
Kng snlinon harves( noeds despite sreolsing due dilipenes;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Native Willage of Napaimute suppors KINAs raquest that sherles
mapngers, both Btate and Federal, on the Kuskokwim River enaol signlficant cobservation shessuves swoh s
completeyinrial closures, gear resiictiong, o6, 48 p pre-ssason gction in 2084 until suoh & time that it becomes highly
probuble tat established escapsment goald will be mel; and

BE IT PURTHER RESCLYEE: That ehould vo-netiom be tiken by the Bsherdes managers it regaeds to this raquest s
special potion reguest will bo submitted o this U5, Figh end Wildlite Oflice of Subalstenve Monagement requesting: 1)
the subsefetance fishety bo lmlted to only Federally Qualtiled Users of the Kuskokwim Region and 2) the pre-season
wetlonz aforementlonsd be Immedintsly bmplemsnted,

« The foregoing rezolution was pussed at o duly oonvenet meating of the Mapaimurs Tradltiona] Councli on August 16,
ZH3 by wwote of _ Yy Infover, & opposed, wid _ 9 pbetaininy, :

b *JJQE&W‘ dlafaoz A~ #zalzo

Presiden [fato Seerery Date
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AJCHNT RESOLUTION FROM THE KUSKORWIM NATIVE ARSOSTATION AN THE
UNDERSIGNED DROARIZATIONY, T ENSURE THE LONC TERM $DSTANNARILITY OF
CHTROMNE, BALIMUN BTOCKS AND FROVIDE FOR A REASCONABLE DPFORTUMITY 10 MEET
OUR MEMBERR RUBSISTANEE KEEDS WE REGUBST THAT THE ARF&G COMMERICAL
FISHERIER DIV ISION ANEF THE DS U8 INSEARON FEDERAL MANAGERS FOR FISHERIES ON
THE RUSKOKWIM RIVER TAKR BIGNIFICANT CONBFRVATION MEAYLUEES PRIOGR TO THE
BRGINNING OF THE 26)4 CHINGOR SALMOR FISHING SRASDN.

WHEREAS: The end of jow abundatice i fon-pehievement of escupemint
ohietnlves on the Kuskokwitn Riser for Chivcok salmon brings o question the Jotg per
sustalnability and hesith of the papuiation; and

WHEREAS: The voluntary conservalion wiforts by subsistenca fisherman heve not boer
aueeossfil to the potit of reduclug hatvest to mesk pwwpemont akjeolives; and

WHEREAS: The maagdihnent fooly used For pre-venson foreeasting and {vcason fun
waseaymats alang witl the sonservation setions taken in 2013 proved inadeguats to
wmiansge the fishery and achieve the established eaospement objsotives; and

WHEREAS: The majority of subaistenss users i the gnld asd npypes Kugkokwin River
wiste unihile 1o mest thelr Chinook hurvest figeds dospits exercising duc diligencey

NOW THERRFORE I'T §E RESOLVED: Thest the Kuskokwin Native Anxelation
elang with the Villages and orpanizations raforred to in this resoiutbon veguiedt thnt
Flsheriga Munegers on the Knskolowio River spacd signifivant rostrietion and o compleds
elosures an the Chinook salmen subuistence fishery as a preseason setion anitl gieh
(e that it is highly probabl thit established escapetnent objeeslves will be met; and

THERERORE BE [T FURTHER RESOLVED: That should fin aetion be mken by
Fisherigs Muctagers with repasds tathig raquest that o special setlon reguest will by
submitted to the U Fish and Wildlifo Office of Subsinvence Managoment reguesting 1)
the subsistence fishery be limited to only Faderally Quafitied Usars of the Kuskokwine
repion, and. 2) the pre-saason astons requesting herel be irumedintely implemented.

This will gerflfy the forepning rsolution was appraved by the undersigned viganlzaiions

on tha following dates: .,
e . A
%m'n f\lﬁmg_ﬂgg\mﬁrganimim Mﬂh«im Mmm Reife30ate
. Orgenization | _  Chatemen _ Beoretary Dats
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Notes taken by Casie Stockdale ONC Bethel Community Meeting
Nov. 12, 2013

39 people signed in on sign in sheet.

Recommendations

Bev Hoffman — Have been doing and should be on here: delaying commercial fishery to reduce impact
on kings. No sale of kings caught in commercial openings but retain for consumption and subsistence
purposes. Other thing that was done was close down sport fishing on all tributaries and on the river.

Thad Tikiun — ONC subsistence committee — shorter periods like commercial fishing periods

Thad Tikiun. I’'m with the ONC Subsistence Board. The other day when we were meeting at the ONC
offices and we were talking about the fish and what we can do about it, there was one suggestion |
made was to have shorter fishing period time like a commercial fishing period because right now, out of
the week maybe we fish three days. Instead of having three days of fishing, maybe have short periods
like couple hours like commercial fisherman do like starting from noon till six o’clock in the evening. You
know just on certain days. That way some of the fish can escape up river. That was one of the
suggestions that | made. And | don’t know how you feel about it. That was a possible solution.

Henry Hunter Sr. - Moratorium like geese and moose. Bring escapement up better in the long run.
Can’t be just us only has to be all fisheries. Close fisheries for year and a half for the whole river.

BEV HOFFMAN: one of the suggestions that | like coming out of ONC Subsistence Committee was
extending that boundary line out into the bay to protect any fish in the bay that are directed our way |
thought was a good one.

Mike Shantz — closure needed for more than one year, going to have to be closed for a long time for
those fish to come back. | think right now, if we don’t stop it right now, there’s going to be nothing left
and it might be too late already. You know it might not ever come back.

Glen Watson — ONC subsistence. Agee with Henry and Mike but option feels strongest and make most
sense; Tier Il — limit who fishes what’s taken. Nobody knows how much kings are being sent out. And
that’s not being regulated. A tier Il permit would do just that | think.

Grant Fairbanks — recommendation users test fishery in Aniak; petition for 2014 season moratorium
make king salmon possession illegal — will put pressure on bycatch to reduce numbers

Bev — elder told her in years when one species is in low abundance shift effort to more abundant species
Thad Tikiun — reducing length of net to 25 fathom

7 people wanted completely closed. Couldn’t count but more wanted window of opportunity.



Robert — gear restrictions, shorter nets, that’s what | grew up with; 6" catches mostly males

Mary Sattler — Federalize the fishery so that the river can be managed for conservation first and rural
residents can have the first crack at it; ban 8" gear; the windows don’t seem to be working because we
do have windows of openings, there is this feeling of hording, of going out and trying to hammer them
so hard and get as many as you before they pass you. And that is not helping the situation.

Travis Elison — apology for 2013 season; look at results of escapement failed miserably in my job in 2013.
Seeing vast majority of the people in the room looking for window up unrestricted opportunity,
cautioned about fishing power of fleet.. Think about on a poor year if you go out around June 15" how
many kings can you catch in two hours? 2,500 boats. Looked at old commercial fishing data. Late 08’s
600 permits fish for 6 hours with 6’ mesh single harvest of 19,000.

Bill Kristovich: reported what the ONC Subsistence committee agreed to: number 1 and number 2 [1.
Starting the season closed and then opening when the data tells us that the abundance is adequate to
meet escapement 2. Starting the season on a fishing schedule]; mesh restrictions, 6’ mesh; mesh length
— 25 fathoms; number 5 voluntary reductions, no commercial fishing (until after the first week in July);
elders fishery

Bev Hoffman added that the ONC subsistence committee also said there needed to be limits to the elder
fishery and they brought up extending the line beyond the mouth.

Mark Leary — thought about tier Il but there seems to be with moose you see some people with permits
that never hunter there before and then some people that don’t get permits that really need them. 25
fathom nets would seem small in Tunt.

Glen Watson: | brought up tier Il | was thinking about also including customary and traditional uses and
that’s kind of what | wanted to add.

Casie Stockdale: on export of salmon AVCP and KNA have worked with a contractor put together a grant
to try to estimate how much fish is leaving the area from Bethel and Aniak airports thought the Office of
Subsistence Management. Approved not for full funding but we for a one year pilot study. RAC meeting
tomorrow and if you think that we should have been approved for the full funding, tell them that
tomorrow because they have some input. If there is no fishing on king salmon next year it will be
difficult but we can work on the methods on other species and we won’t get an estimate out of that one
year but there are people working on it.

Greg Roczicka explained the tier Il process and some problems with it.

Bev Hoffman asked how many people in the room were interested in looking at t tier Il for Bethel. Two
raised hands.

Steve: No genetically modified salmon.

THAD TIKIUN: Want to get village input before voting.



MARK LEARY: | think it would carry a lot of weight if we could say Bethel supports whichever one Bethel
supports. As the biggest user of the resource, Bethel says we support number one. But this isn’t Bethel.
There are not enough of us here.

BEV HOFFMAN: Well we definitely are trying to give people a lot of opportunity for input by radio
shows or articles in the newspaper or meetings like this or sending letters to all of the villages. It's going
to be very important to continue this dialogue.

Bruce Lindsay — bad idea to close to subsistence in first part of June everyone dying for fresh fish and
only small males coming up then; should close in middle of June and July.

SPEAKER: We're getting more and more barges that’s going up and down the river and that’s keeping a
lot of fish from going up river too there.

GRANT FAIRBANKS: suggestion is would set some guidelines as to if we get to this number we have to
have some kind of opening. But have a drop dead number. If we get to this number we have a
moratorium. Because we have to have goals and a few people’s goals like voluntary restrictions if they
don’t make those restrictions they know they will have a moratorium so set some... | just hate seeing us
come back next year and the next year. Finally when we have none they’ll say oh gosh, we could have
done something.

MIKE SHANTZ: Yeah we should have closed it.

BEV HOFFMAN: Yeah there are trigger dates that they look at the test fish and there are those
mechanisms in place but even with those mechanisms in place we still faced what happened. When |
was up in Unalakleet and listening to them talk about no king salmon on that river and it was another
heavily commercialized, commercial industry up there and to hear what they’re trying... They're
frustrated. So yes, there’s a lot to do and it’s our responsibility as a people because like Mike said if we
don’t do something our children and our grand children are going to say “Why didn’t you? Why didn’t
you do something?” And to that’s why we’re having these meetings. And that’s why your input is so
important. So please stay involved and keep the dialogue going. Go back to your homes and your
families talk about voluntary reductions. Talk about the numbers that you saw tonight. Look again.
Share, share the information that you got tonight. It’s really going to be important to keep talking about
this not just this year, every year. Every year. We’re going to be talking about this for years to come.
So Quyana caknek.

CLOSE OF MEETING



ONC community meeting: November 2013

King Salmon Management strategies

Bill Kristovich Chair

Doug Molyneau: presentation

Bev Hoffman led discussion

Recommendations:

Henry Hunter: Moratorium, it worked for the moose and geese. Closing in
the beginning bad idea. Asked how many come from outside the area to fish

Mike Shantz: Close it down for a long time, it might be too late
Glen Watson: Look at permit system

Grant Fairbanks: test fisheries above aniak, moratorium for 2014,
possession illegal

Participant: shorter periods on certain days
Thad Tikiun: reduce length of nets and mesh
Robert Lekander: gear restrictions length and mesh to 6 inch
Majority wants some window of opportunity

Mary Sattler: moratorium would be difficult, wants to see the management
federalized, rural residents first crack, ban 8 inch mesh

Travis Ellison: apologized for 2013, failed miserably in forecast, 2500 fishing
households makes it difficult

Bill Kristovich: need to address mesh/length.

Bev Hoffman : presented numbers 84,000 average subsistence take

On a good year 250,000 average Kingreturn. In 2012 and 2013 escapement
lowest on record. 4,775 escaped in tributaries being monitored. Goal was 65
to 120,000. Asked for the above comments

Mark Leary: 2 hours of fishing has huge impact. Don’t understand tier
system.

General comments: Majority feel it's important to do something and are
willing to have restrictions of some sort
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Chuathbaluk Traditional Council

#1 Teen Center Trail
Chuathbaluk, Alaska 99557-8999
(907) 467-4313

November 10, 2013

Alaska Department of Fish and Game

John Linderman

Acctic, Yukon Kuskokwim Region. Regional Supervisor
333 Raspberry Road

Anchorage, AK 99518-1599

Dear John,

The Native Village of Chuathbaluk would like the State of Alaska (o enact conservation measures for the 2014
Chinook Season by March 1, 2014. Tt is only respectful to the Kuskolswim Tribes, which live subsistent lives. to
enact these restrictions and closures at the carliest possible date so that e roay adjust our fishing sehedule and
subsistence gear appropriately.

I do not need to site escapement numbers versus predictions over the 2012 and 2013 seasons, becaase those of
us who live here have observed the disaster (irst hand. We also do not (eel the need to site various acts, laws o
regulations which require the State to conserve and protect the natural resources in our world; because, we are
requesting the State to implement common sense regulations not because they arve required to but becsuse it s th
right thing to do.

[t is obvious that the State model for predicting the Chinook run nuibers is deeply Raswed, yet the Stare has filfed
to abandon the model. It is obvious that the regulations from the previous two fishing seasons, were complete
failures, yet the State has refused to address these regulations out of cycle. And tinally it is obvious that ¢ drise
conservation measures are not enacted immediately to preserve our Chinook parent stock, the Chitook will by
only something we talk about in our historical stories and instead ol an integral parl of the Tuture legacy for our
grandchildren.

The Tribe, the Native Village of Chuathbaluk, requests that immediately the State of Aluska begin Tritial
consultation with the various Kuskokwim Tribes and together with the oll pectinent parties, i.e.. LSFish, GOSN,
AC, Working Groups. cte, develop and enaet pre-season Chinook Fishery regulations using the most conservative
measure necessary 1o ensure escapement. When discussing subsistence food seourity, there is a ditforence bepeen
need and want. We need fish and we want Chinook. Chuathbahuk is more than willing to forgo Chiviook {ishing for
a few years in order to live in harmony with our world and to protect our resources.

Please respond to our request by December 13, 2013 and explain to us the Steategy that the Stawe of Alasku 1s going
to pursue in order to protect the Chinook Fisheries. Please supply us with your fuwure Tribal Consultaiion Schetule
and any supporting documentation or numbers necessary to support potential proposed resirictions.

SinccmW o Hincerely. M

Lisa Carmel Feyereisen Tracy Shineon
Tribal Administrator Tribad Chairman
Native Village of Chuathbaluk Native Village of Chuathbaluk




Department of
Fish and Game

DIVISION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES
AYK Region Office

333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-1565
Main: 907.267.2105

Fax: 907.267.2442

December 11, 2013

Native Village of Chuathbaluk

Ms. Lisa Feyereisen, Tribal Administrator
#1 Teen Center Trail

Chuathbaluk, AK 99557-8999

Dear Ms. Feyereisen:

Thank you for your November 10 letter describing your concerns. The Alaska Department of Fish and
Game (department) shares your concern for low Chinook salmon numbers in the Kuskokwim River. As
stated in the 2013 Kuskokwim Area Season Summary news release published on October 9, the
department will work with the public to implement a conservative management strategy for Chinook
salmon in 2014,

The department has used a forecasting method since 2011 that runs several models for each returning
age class and selects the statistically best fit model for each age class to forecast the next year’s return.
This method over-estimated total run abundance in 2012 and 2013. As a result, the department is in the
process of developing a more conservative forecast methodology that puts more weight on recent year
run performance. This is being done in an effort achieve better accuracy in annual run forecasts. In 2012
the total run of Chinook salmon was estimated to be approximately 99,000. The 2013 total run estimate
will not be available until post-season subsistence harvest estimates are completed this winter, but we
expect the total run was similar to 2012.

The anticipation of a low Chinook salmon run in 2014 necessitates implementation of conservation
measures early in the run. When Chinook salmon are the only salmon species present, closing salmon
fishing is the only way to effectively reduce harvest to conserve Chinook salmon. Once chum and
sockeye salmon greatly outnumber Chinook salmon, restricting gillnet mesh size to 6-inch or less in the
subsistence fishery is effective for conserving Chinook salmon. Therefore, the department anticipates
using a combination of subsistence salmon fishing closures and subsistence salmon gear restrictions for
gillnets and fish wheels to conserve Chinook salmon in 2014. The department is in the process of
working with subsistence fishermen to get input on the best way to implement restrictions and determine
if additional or alternative conservation measures are appropriate.

In addition to the broadly distributed 2013 season summary news release dated October 9, to date the
department has met with Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working Group (Working Group)
members, the Bering Sea Coast and Lower Kuskokwim River Advisory Committees, Western Interior



Native Village of Chuathbaluk -2- December 11, 2013

and Yukon Kuskokwim Regional Advisory Councils, and the ONC Subsistence Committee to notify
subsistence fishermen of fishing restrictions in 2014 and to receive feedback. The department will be
attending many more meetings this winter to discuss subsistence salmon fishing in 2014 including the
Central Kuskokwim Advisory Council meeting on December 12-13 and Working Group meetings on
December 17 and January 8-9. Furthermore, the department will accompany USFWS to village
meetings, and we anticipate additional meetings with the Working Group and local Advisory Councils
through the winter and spring leading up the 2014 season. We would be happy to meet with
Chuathbaluk Traditional Council as well. Please feel free to contact myself or Travis Elison,
Kuskokwim Area Management Biologist, at (907) 267-2397 or travis.elison@alaska.gov if you have any
additional questions or comments and to coordinate scheduling if a meeting is desired in Chuathbaluk.

John C Linderman
AYK Regional Supervisor



Letter from the Akiak Native community:

From: Sheila Williams [mailto:akiarmiu@yahoo.com]

Sent: Monday, December 16, 2013 2:14 PM

To: Shelden, Christopher A (DFG)

Subject: FW: Letter to Kuskokwim fisheries Management Advisory Group

----Forwarded message----

From: akiarmiu@yahoo.com

To: akiarmiu@yahoo.com

Sent: Mon, Dec 16, 2013 2:12 PM AKST

Subject: Letter to Kuskokwim fisheries Management Advisory Group

To: KFMG
From: Sheila Carl, Tribal Council Akiak Native Community
Subject: Kuskokwim Fisheries policies

The Akiak Native Community Akiak IRA Council is very concerned about who sets policy to open and
close the fisheries. There are three Governments that have interest in our fish on the Kuskokwim River,
Tribal, State and Federal Governments namely Alaska State Fish and Game, Fish and Wildlife Service. It
has created advisory groups whose charge is to recommend management Decisions. But since the
Chinook concerns surfaced, these advisory groups seem to be getting in on to set the policies which
affect the way of life in our villages. The 56 Tribal Governments are the only ones that have to set these
policies along with the State and Federal officials. Our People have been managing our rivers for over
10,000 years. Our People need to have the first crack at the fish for our family. The Akiak native
community tribal members will continue to conduct traditional fishing. We will also fish on our

customary and traditional fishing grounds in our
Kisaralik.
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Georgetown Tribal Council: Comments collected on KRSMWG Recommendations for the Conservation of King Salmon

Recommendation

Pro

Con

Discussion

1. Starting the season
closed and then open
when the data tells us
that the abundance is
adequate to meet
escapement

guarantee that a lot of females
would be able to get to their
spawning areas

best way to meet our #1 priority:

conservation

not being able to
catch enough king
salmon

Recommendation #1 would be the best way to go. Closing the start of the season to
everybody along the River would guarantee that a lot of females would be able to
get to their spawning area. But what are the unintended consequences? Of course
not being able to catch enough king salmon would be the obvious one, but in all
reality it seems like there hasn't been enough king salmon to go around to begin
with the last few years. Conservation should take top priority at this point. The
same way it did when the moose population was dwindling and there was a five-
year hiatus on hunting.

2. Starting the season on
a fishing schedule

has the potential to work if done
right

not good for those
who can't get out
fishing on days
when open

may turn into
combat fishing
along some parts
of the river

Recommendation #2 has some potential positive impact on helping with the issue.
For instance having fishing open so many days in a row and then so many daysin a
row would be closed. That may work, except for those that are not able to get out
on days that fishing is allowed or it may turn into combat fishing along some parts of
the River. Maybe more brainstorming on some scheduling ideas could produce
some somewhat adequate solutions.

3. Gear Restrictions

help meet escapement goals

excludes those
without the right
kind of gear

Recommendation #3, gear restrictions. Using smaller size nets is always something
discussed. Going to a six-inch net size with a certain amount of length and depth
would definitely help to meet escapement goals, but not everybody has certain size
nets to meet those requirements. Those who do not would be excluded from
harvesting and therefore missing out on the importance of gathering such a
resource. Not sure this is the best option due to the fact that not everybody would
have the gear necessary to fish.

5. Voluntary Restrictions

Recommendation #5, voluntary restrictions. People on the River are very
understanding of this problem of not having enough king salmon harvest every year
and | would imagine that people would refrain from seeking king salmon in order to
preserve numbers for the future. That being said, | would have a hard time asking
people to not fish if there aren't any other restrictions in place. When people are
allowed to fish, they will fish




Georgetown Tribal Council: Comments collected on KRSMWG Recommendations for the Conservation of King Salmon

Recommendation

Pro

Con

Discussion

8. Addressing Choke
Points

could help with escapement

Recommendation #8, addressing chokepoints. | think this is an idea that could help
with escapement. Growing up out in Bethel I've seen firsthand how many people
fish around Oscarville and then again right above Bethel where all of the fish have no
choice but to pass through. That alone takes a lot of the numbers out of the water
and doesn't allow much to pass by when fishing is taking place. More discussion on
this recommendation would be worthwhile.

Additional Comments:

Not in favor of any of the permit system stuff or opening it up to those holding a fishing permit or whatnot. Do not think stopping
commercial fishing is the answer either. They already restrict where and when people can commercial fish and although they do catch
some fish they don't catch as much as they used to or need to in order to keep a living.

The recommendation numbers listed above are what were identified as most important.
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