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 Ku s ko kw i m R i v e r  Sa l mo n  M a nag e me n t  W o r ki n g  
Gr o u p  

1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO) 
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433 

 

Meet ing Agenda 
 

Date: August 27, 2013   Time: 1:00 pm  Place: Bethel 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Time Called to Order  Chair   Time Adjourned  
 
ROLL CALL TO ESTABLISH QUORUM:      QUORUM MET? Yes / No 
Upriver Elder:      Processor: 
Downriver Elder:   Member at Large:  
Commercial Fisher:    Sport Fisher:  
Lower River Subsistence:   Western Interior RAC:  
Middle River Subsistence:   Y-K Delta RAC:  
Upper River Subsistence: ADF&G: 
Headwaters Subsistence: 
 
INTRODUCTIONS: 
INVOCATION:   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Chairs suggest tabling continuing business.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
PEOPLE TO BE HEARD:  
CONTINUING BUSINESS:   
OLD BUSINESS: 
Summary of Unalakleet Chinook Summit – Bev Hoffman 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Development of a KRSMWG Mission Statement – Mark Leary/Dave Cannon 
2. Starting the season closed and then open 
3. Windows schedules 
4. Gear restrictions 

a. Mesh size 
b. Net length 
c. Use of set nets 
d. Dip nets 

5. Addressing quality of escapement 
6. Voluntary reductions 
7. Attaining more than an advisory role 
8. Limit to Federally Qualified Users of the Kuskokwim Region 
9. Additional recommendations 
10. Bycatch update and notes from YRDFA Bycatch Teleconference- Casie (if time allows) 

COMMENTS FROM WORKING GROUP MEMBERS: 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Time:  Place:_________________  
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Ku s ko kw i m R i v e r  Sa l mo n  M a nag e me n t  W o r ki n g  
Gr o u p  

1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO) 
ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433 

 
Information Packet  

August 27, 2013 

NEW BUSINESS: 
From: mark leary [mailto:napaimute@gci.net]  
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2013 9:44 AM 
To: Shelden, Christopher A (DFG) 
Cc: Dave Cannon; Beverly Hoffman; Casie Stockdale 
Subject: draft mission statement 
 
Hi Chris, 
  
Here is our draft mission statement: 
  
The Mission of the Kuskokwim Salmon Working Group is to promote the sustainability of our 
salmon populations for the People of the entire Kuskokwim River from it’s mouth to the 
headwaters. We recognize the importance of salmon to all user groups, including, in order of 
priority: Subsistence fishers, Commercial fishers, and Sports Fishers. We also recognize that 
the ultimate priority is the salmon themselves and that ensuring adequate escapement must 
take the highest priority above all user groups.  
  
Thanks. 
  
Mark Leary 
Director of Development & Operations 
The Native Village of Napaimute 
P.O. Box 1301 
Bethel, AK. 99559 
Ph: (907)543-2887 (Bethel), (907)222-5058 (Napaimute), (907)222-6084 (Napaimute 
Community Building) 
Cell: (907)545-2877 
 
Visit Napaimute on the web: www.napaimute.org

http://www.napaimute.org/
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Bethel Census Area Population Data: Communities of the Bethel Census Area—
population information contributed by Mark Leary 
 
Population, 2012 estimate  17,746 731,449 
Population, 2010 (April 1) estimates base   17,013 710,231 
Population, percent change, April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2012  4.3% 3.0% 
Population, 2010   17,013 710,231 
Persons under 5 years, percent, 2012   11.0% 7.5% 
Persons under 18 years, percent, 2012   36.2% 25.6% 
Persons 65 years and over, percent, 2012   6.3% 8.5% 
Female persons, percent, 2012   48.2% 47.9% 
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Contributed by Casie Stockdale
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Notes YRDFA Teleconference Bycatch Discussion 8/20/2013—contributed by Casie Stockdale 

Information Provided by: 
Diana Stram, Council Staff Plan Coordinator 
Nicole Kimball, ADF&G Staff Commissioner’s office, Voting member/Alternate for Cora 
Campbell, Commissioner of ADFG on the Council 
Becca Robbins-Gisclair, Counsel Hobbs Straus Dean & Walker, YRDFA, Advisory Panel NPFMC 

 
Jurisdiction and Management 

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council is one of eight regional councils established by 
the Magnuson- Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act in 1976 to manage fisheries 
in the 200-mile Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). The Council primarily manages groundfish in the 
Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea, and Aleutian Islands, targeting cod, pollock, flatfish, mackerel, 
sablefish, and rockfish species harvested by trawl, longline, jig, and pot gear.  
 
 The US EEZ extends from 3 miles to 200 miles. 

The Council is the system’s decision-making body. The Council has eleven voting members and 
four non-voting members. The State of Alaska Commissioner of ADF&G holds a seat on the 
Council and plays a key role.  Bycatch reduction is a key issue for the Commissioner’s office. 
 
The NPFMC provides recommendations to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). NMFS 
provides the Council with research information, environmental modeling, stock assessment 
advice, analytical assistance, restricted access management, regulatory implementation, and in-
season monitoring and management of the fisheries. NMFS also reviews and approves 
recommendations through the office of the Secretary of Commerce.  Final decisions are 
approved by the Secretary of Commerce. 

Bering Sea and Aleutian Island Bycatch Management since 2011 

In Federal Law: Amendment 91 is an innovative approach to managing Chinook salmon bycatch 
in the BSAI pollock fishery that combines a limit on the amount of Chinook salmon that may be 
caught incidentally with incentive plan agreements and performance standard.  There is an 
overall cap of 60,000 Chinook salmon if the pollock fishery is participating in approved incentive 
plans. There is also a performance standard of 47,591 Chinook salmon. They may exceed the 
performance standard of 47,591 in two out of any seven years (but only up to 60,000 Chinook 
salmon). If they exceed the performance standard in a third year out of any seven the cap drops 
to 47,591 permanently. The program was designed to minimize bycatch to the extent 
practicable in all years, and prevent bycatch from reaching the limit in most years, while 
providing the pollock fleet with the flexibility to harvest the total allowable catch. NMFS 
implemented this program for the 2011 BSAI pollock fishery. 

Starting in 2011, the sampling method for salmon in BS pollock directed fisheries changed to 
census counts. 
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Chinook bycatch has been found to be generally age 4, 5, and 6 year old salmon.  Because the 
bycatch is multiple ages, the impact of bycatch is felt over multiple years and not just one year.  
An Adult Equivalency is therefore calculated.   

Recent genetic analyses estimate that about 73% of the BSAI Chinook bycatch is bound for 
Western Alaska (Norton Sound to Bristol Bay, including the middle and upper Yukon). 

Current bycatch numbers in the BSAI ground fisheries 

A Season (January 1 to June 10) catch in 2013 was 9,183.  This is slightly higher than but similar 
to 2011 (7,652) and 2012 (8,985) and similar to 2010 (9,466).  These were all relatively low A 
season catches. 

B Season (June 11 to December 31) so far is 554. 

Total BSAI bycatch in all ground fisheries as of August 8, 2013: 9,737.   

Total BSA bycatch in the pollock fishery as of August 8 2013: 8,788 (90% of total bycatch all 
fisheries) 

Have easily accessible historical numbers back to 1991.  Catches prior to 2011 are considered 
very accurate but are more accurate since 2011.  Since 2011 we have 100% and sometimes 
200% observer coverage on all of the pollock fleet and the sampling method changed to census 
counts rather than sampling. 

Russian and Japan EEZ 

No current information is available.  The US is working to get better information on bycatch in 
the Russian pollock fishery.  We may expect more information in the future as Russia is seeking 
Marine Stewardship Council certification.  

Upcoming: 

BSAI Chinook Bycatch Report to be published 2nd Week in September. 

Next NPFMC meeting Sept 30-Oct. 8 Anchorage Hilton.  Included on the agenda are: Industry IPA 
report for BSAI chum salmon, BSAI Chinook Salmon Report Review, Salmon Donation Program. 

Written comment deadline for next meeting:  September 24, 2013 

Send comments to: 
Email: npfmc.comments@noaa.gov (PDF attachments accepted) 
Fax: 907-271-2817 
Address: 605 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 306, Anchorage, AK 99501 

 

mailto:%20npfmc.comments@noaa.gov
mailto:%20npfmc.comments@noaa.gov
mailto:%20npfmc.comments@noaa.gov
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OVERVIEW OF KUSKOKWIM RIVER SALMON RUN ASSSSMENT PROJECTS  
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ESCAPEMENT MONITORING 

Chinook Escapement  (2004 – 2013)  
Preliminary (no estimates) 
 
 
Kwethluk River weir operated from June 21st – August 16th.  Partial days reported by USFWS 
were August 9th and 16th.  No estimates have been made at this time for partial days of operation.   
 

 
*The 2013 season total is NOT the final escapement number.  Estimates will be made at the end 
of the field season. 
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Tuluksak River weir began operations on June 24th and has not reported any operational 
difficulties to date. 

 
*The 2013 season total is NOT the final escapement number.  Estimates will be made at the end 
of the field season. 
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Salmon River weir began operations on June 14th.  Partial day counts occurred on July 6th, 14th, 
and August  7th. No estimates have been made but will likely be minimal. 
 

 
Note: 2006 and 2009 did not cover the entire Chinook run and season totals are considered 
incomplete. 
*The 2013 season total is NOT the final escapement number.  Estimates will be made at the end 
of the field season. 
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George River weir began operations on June 18th.  Partial day counts include June 18th and July 
7th – 11th. No estimates have been made but will likely be minimal. 
 

 
*The 2013 season total is NOT the final escapement number.  Estimates will be made at the end 
of the field season. 
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Kogrukluk River weir began operations on June 28th.  Partial day counts occurred on June 28th, 
July 7th and 9th, and August 4th, 6th, and 21st.  Full days of inoperability included July 8th and 
August 7th – 20th.  No estimates have been made at this time but will likely be minimal. 
 

 
*The 2013 season total is NOT the final escapement number.  Estimates will be made at the end 
of the field season. 
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Tatlawiksuk River weir began operations on June 19th. June 19th was a partial day count. 
 

 
*The 2013 season total is NOT the final escapement number.  Estimates will be made at the end 
of the field season. 
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Takotna River weir began operations on June 24th.  A partial day count occurred on July 14th.  
 

 
*The 2013 season total is NOT the final escapement number.  Estimates will be made at the end 
of the field season. 
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Coho Salmon 

 
*August 16th was the last day of operations at Kwethluk for the 2013 field season and was a 
partial day of counts. August 9th was also a partial day due to submerged boat panels.  
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*Kogrukluk River weir was out of operation August 6th – 21st.  No estimates have been 
made at this time.  Based on average run timing, approximately 13% of the coho run was 
not counted. 
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*Tatlawiksuk River weir has been out of operation since August 23rd due to high water. No 
estimates have been made for the 23rd – 25th at this time. 
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Historical Catch Statistics 
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