
1 
 

K u s k o k w i m  R i v e r  S a l m o n  M a n a g e m e n t  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO) 

ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433 
 

M e e t in g  Ag e n d a  
 

Date: June 26, 2013   Time: 10:00 am Place: Bethel 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Time Called to Order Chair                           Time Adjourned 
 
ROLL CALL TO ESTABLISH QUORUM:      QUORUM MET? Yes / No 
Upriver Elder:      Processor: 
Downriver Elder:   Member at Large:  
Commercial Fisher:    Sport Fisher:  
Lower River Subsistence:   Western Interior RAC:  
Middle River Subsistence:   Y-K Delta RAC:  
Upper River Subsistence: ADF&G: 
Headwaters Subsistence: 
 
INTRODUCTIONS: 
INVOCATION: 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
PEOPLE TO BE HEARD:  
CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
1. Subsistence Reports: 

a. Lower River 
b. ONC Inseason Subsistence 
c. Middle River 
d. KNA Inseason Subsistence 
e. Upper River 
f. Headwaters 

2. Overview of Kuskokwim River salmon run assessment projects: 
a. Bethel Test Fish 
b. Weirs/Mark-Recapture/Aerial Surveys/Other: 

3. Commercial Catch Report: N/A 
4. Processor Report: 
5. Sport Fish Report:  
6. Intercept Fishery Report: optional 
7. Weather Forecast: 
8. Recommendation: 
9. Motion for Discussion and Action 
OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Working Group representative to attend Round Table Discussion and Listening Session on Magnuson-Stevens 

Act Reauthorization with US Senator Mark Begich  
COMMENTS FROM WORKING GROUP MEMBERS: 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Time:  Place:_________________  



2 
 

K u s k o k w i m  R i v e r  S a l m o n  M a n a g e m e n t  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  
1 (800) 315-6338 (MEET) Code: 58756# (KUSKO) 

ADF&G Bethel toll free: 1 (855) 933-2433 
 

I n f o r m a t io n  P a c k e t  
 

June 26, 2013 
 
 

Packet starts on the next page… … ..



3 
 

Kuskokwim Salmon Ethnology (KSE) Project 

Hiroko Ikuta (ADF&G Subsistence Division) requested that a summary of the ADF&G Subsistence Division’s KSE project be included 
in the packet.  
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LOWER KUSKOKWIM RIVER INSEASON CATCH MONITORING REPORT: 
Orutsararmiut Native Council (ONC) 
 
June 24, 2013  
 
Fishing reports from June 17th- 24th, 2013 
Families 
Surveyed 

Families 
Fishing 

 
Driftnets 

 
Setnets 

Both 
Nets 

Larger than 
6” mesh 

6” mesh 
and smaller 

Both 
Sizes Rod & Reel 

46 42 27 3 12 22 8 12 0 

  64% 7% 29% 52% 19% 29% 0% 

Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  
 
Compared with this time in a normal year, how are catch rates for salmon this week? 

CHINOOK CHUM SOCKEYE 

Very Good Normal Poor Very Good Normal Poor Very Good Normal Poor 
24 11 7 13 25 4 4 26 12 

57% 26% 17% 31% 60% 9% 9% 62% 29% 
Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  

 
Does the salmon run timing appear to be early, late, or normal? 

CHINOOK CHUM SOCKEYE 

Early Normal Late Early Normal Late Early Normal Late 
8 24 10 9 30 3 5 30 7 

19% 57% 24% 21% 72% 7% 12% 71% 17% 
Percentages are based on the number of families fishing each week.  

 
Harvest Goal Summary: 

Some families reported having met more than half of their subsistence needs and that plan to switch to 
smaller mesh gear in order to target Sockeye and Chum. A few families we talked to have already 
voluntarily switched to smaller mesh to allow Chinook to pass through.  A few families still have not 
starting fishing because of erosion problems at their camp, loss of family members, and/or no one to fish 
for them. 

Chinook: 

A few families reported catching more females before the incoming high tide. Other families reported 
having better catch rates in the morning. Some families predicted that the Chinook run would peak this 
week because sex ratios were about 60% male to 40% female and the sockeye run seemed early this 
year.  

Chum:  

Many people reported normal catch rates and run timing for this time of year. Some people commented 
that chum seemed much larger and oilier than previous years. Some families are targeting more chum and 
sockeye this year as a Chinook conservation measure.  
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Sockeye:   

Many families reported normal catch rates and run timing. There are families that have been catching 
sockeye and/or targeting sockeye to finish their harvest goals. There were also reports that sockeye 
haven’t started migrating through Steam Boat Slough as much as in previous years.  

Comments:   

A few families said they caught more salmon this year compared to years with lower water. One family 
reported catching 12 Chinook with a few mixed sockeye and chum with one 2-hour drift per day. Another 
family caught an average of 13 Chinook with 3.5 hour drifts, and 30 mixed salmon with 6.5 hour set nets. 
Another fisherman had reported going on a 10 min drift with King Gear catching 5 Chinook. One family 
reported going on a 3-5min drift with a 5 ½” mesh net and caught 20 Kings 3 Chum and 0 Reds; this 
fisherman commented that fishing patterns were similar to how they had been in 1970. People fishing 
below the Johnson River said that their catch quantities and fish sizes were becoming smaller.  

Many families expressed their thankfulness to ADF&G & USFWS for not closing subsistence salmon fishing 
and allowing them to reach harvest needs. They also wanted to emphasize that this has been one of the 
best fishing years and they are happy with no stress this year. A few people commented that they were 
thankful that people did not feel the urge to fish illegally this year.  

Some families were concerned with the Pollock Trawlers salmon waste and the migration route of Chinook 
(or other salmon) being intercepted before reaching the Kuskokwim. They had requested for ADFG and 
USFWS to look into the possibility of this happening and suggest recommendations be brought to the 
attention of Board of Fisheries, North Pacific Fisheries Management Council, and others who deal with 
establishing regulations. 

Surveyor comments:  

This week ONC technicians had observed from Gweek to Bethel a total of 20 Drifters and 20 set nets. 
From Bethel to below Napaskiak-Oscarville there was a total of 23 Drifters and 24 set nets. There were 
reports of fisherman that had gone out before the previous Kuskokwim River Salmon Management 
Working Group to fish long periods and hours in case of a closure. There were reports of fisherman who 
were snagged across Old Airport Island and were warning night time boaters of nets that have been 
caught in motors during low tide. There were also reports of barges that were running into people’s nets 
and parking and anchoring for hours on main fisherman drift area. Fisherman had requested for ADFG 
and USFWS to help notify the barge owners that there are other areas with-in the Kuskokwim River more 
appropriate for parking. They also requested to have their nets replaced by the damages caused by the 
barge owners for not being aware, because some families only own one net and it takes a lot of time and 
effort to repair the large holes.    

ONC technicians collected 3 Ichthyophonus samples from subsistence caught salmon.  

Some families that were fishing had reported seeing 8 musk-oxen below Bethel while drifting.  
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OVERVIEW OF KUSKOKWIM RIVER SALMON RUN ASSSSMENT PROJECTS 

 
Data obtained through: http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=pafc2&gage=cjxa2

http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=pafc2&gage=cjxa2
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Chinook Salmon 
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Chinook Salmon (Continued) 
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Chum Salmon 
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Sockeye Salmon 
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ESCAPEMENT MONITORING 

Chinook Salmon  
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Chinook Salmon (Continued) 
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Chum Salmon 
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Chum Salmon (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes:  

• Years with n.a. as season total are considered incomplete. The weir operated but total 
escapement was not determined. 

• Cumulative passage in Italic contains a single day estimate for that day. 
• Kogrukluk River weir install is in progress. 

Date 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

6/22 552 60 255 7 19 23 7 111 229 27

6/23 672 75 451 26 31 24 15 128 294 58

6/24 692 134 631 47 53 28 88 158 374 88

6/25 850 169 897 53 104 34 125 177 473

6/26 1,352 192 1,123 68 130 59 206 303 595

6/27 2,235 257 1,390 244 266 60 237 367 745

6/28 2,837 318 2,014 313 400 68 274 423 930

Season Total 14,408 14,828 41,467 55,843 29,979 7,941 26,154 44,641 34,336

George River weir historical cumulative daily passage of chum salmon 
Cumulative Daily Passage

Date 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

6/22 367 41 18 5 10 18 8 52 1 13

6/23 438 48 76 10 15 18 8 66 3 17

6/24 607 80 191 25 22 20 11 83 14 35

6/25 1,201 95 425 72 45 27 18 117 18

6/26 1,651 131 690 125 80 47 49 199 22

6/27 1,826 174 1,131 226 129 78 77 246 46

6/28 2,002 230 1,398 468 129 98 251 311 230

Season Total 21,245 55,723 32,303 83,246 30,896 19,975 36,702 84,204 44,572

Tatlawiksuk River weir historical cumulative daily passage of chum salmon 
Cumulative Daily Passage



17 
 

Intercept Fishery Links: Casie Stockdale sent an email on June 24 to co-chairs and the 
Working Group coordinators with the following text and links:  

“I also wanted to follow up on the issue of intercept fisheries discussed as part of the bylaws 
update.  Below is the most up to date Bering Sea bycatch information and the links to find that 
information.  Something as simple as this could be included in the Working Group packets as an 
update.”  

 

This link is updated weekly or so: 
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/reports/outlook.txt 

It’s the section under BERING SEA ALEUTIAN ISLANDS that says this: 

SALMON IN THE POLLOCK FISHERY - annual amounts 

Chinook Salmon 

2013 2012 

Non-CDQ 7,837 7,554 

CDQ  476 345 

  

Non-Chinook Salmon 

2013 2012 

Non-CDQ 303 562 

CDQ  32 9 

 

You have to add the cdq & non-cdq for the total amounts. 

 

There are also total bycatch numbers that show the amounts for a number of years, 
but these are not updated as often:  

Chinook: 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/inseason/chinook_salmon_mortality.pdf 

Chum: 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/inseason/chum_salmon_mortality.pdf 

 

 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/reports/outlook.txt
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/inseason/chinook_salmon_mortality.pdf
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/inseason/chum_salmon_mortality.pdf
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Invitation to meet with US Senator Mark Begich:  Shawna Thoma from Senator 
Begich’s office sent an email on June 21 to the Working Group:  

 

“You are invited to represent your organization at a Round Table Discussion and Listening 
Session on Magnuson-Stevens Act Reauthorization with US Senator Mark Begich.”  

 

Wednesday, July 3 

10-11 A.M. Roundtable Discussion (invited panelists) 

11-11:30 A.M. Listening Session (open participation) 

 

Chief David Salmon Tribal Hall 

122 1st Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701  

 

RSVP to Schawna_Thoma@begich.senate.gov or to 907-271-5915 

(Agenda will be sent in a follow up email) 

 

Questions? Call Schawna Thoma or Agatha Erickson in the Office of US Senator Mark Begich 
907-271-5915 

 

 

mailto:Schawna_Thoma@begich.senate.gov

