
STATE OF ALASKA 
OFFICE W THE GOVERNOR 

JUNEAU 

October 22,2007 

The Honorable Dirk Kempthome 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am writing as Governor of Alaska to reai%m our previous conclusion that 
there is insufficient information to justify a listing of the polar bear as threatened under 
the Endangered Species Act (BSA). We find nothing in the nine newly released reports 
by the U.S. GeoIogical Survey ( U S )  to support a dekmimtion that the polar bear is 
likely to become an endangered species throughout all or significant portions of its 
range within the foreseeable future. We also conclude that due to the ranging behavior 
of polar bears, neither the 19 "subpopulations" of polar bears worldwide as described 
by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources for 
&arch and management purpases, nor the 4 ecoregion "populations" described in the 
newly released USCS reports could reasonably be considered to represent distinct 
popGation segments. ~k-ther, the new u s ~ s ~ r e ~ o r t s  do not show*any evidence that 
any of these "populations" are not well managed through international agreements and 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 

The listing of a currently healthy species based entirely on highly speculative and 
unceaain climate and ice modeling and equally uncertain and speculative modeling of 
possible impacts on a species would be unprecedented. Such a listing, based entirely on 
modeling, could have severe repercussions both in Alaska and throughout the United 
States and could be expected to open the floodgates for thousands of listing petitions 
that would drain the Service's resources away from substantive research and 
conservation efforts. 

As a former governor having had experiences with the ESA, you understand the 
repercussions and implications such a listing could have both in Alaska and throughout 
the United States. I urge you to carefully review the substantial and detailed 
information the state submitted to the US. F i  and Wddlife Service in April of this 
year, along with the comments submitted in response to the U S  reports (enclosed) as 
you move forward with your decision process. 
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&ir~ofthis~,Alas~stan&readyto&yy6u~&thi9 
i m p o h t  decision. We sRnrre the goal of main- a healthy and well managed 
p o l a r ~ p o p u l i t i o n , a n d ~ ~ t h a t ~ c h a n g e m y e v ~ ~ p ~ m ~  
active management to p s e m e  m y  species, including polar bears, HowevetI atthis 
time, a decision to Iist the species would be premature a d  conservatipn@ can be 

many af the &ting and @y sus~essful polar b e a r & a t i a n ~ ~ Y  
in place under several interruisiod agreemeats and tzeaiies d Chat itcould d t  in 

I n a d d i t i a n t o t h e c o n c e n t s ~ a b a P ~ i ~ e ~ ~ e ~ i g ~ t i a  
d w m t  rq&ing the s- and aecuacy ef the avrrilable h f ~ o n ,  
@pe&@y re@@&ng ~ ~ ~ t y  and predwsrc value of cumate mQddhg hi* 
q @ j j p p & ~ o n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ,  Cimfhis, 
wedonotWeveh~aos~emonth~ent@odhias~beea~a~a&to&~~~a 

F ~ y , ~ e ~ ~ & p ~ ~ ~ . l j e s ~ ~ ~ ~ & ~ ~ ~ ~ @  
&mate debate. We @on the ixse of a lMr@ dwthe'EE3A by &e 

- 
Governor 

cc: The Hom~aMe Ted Stemm, LJmiaed States Senate 
T h e H o n m b t e L i s a M u r ~ U ~ ~ ~  
TPbe Honorable Don Young, United Staka Ccqpssmm 

Bnclosures: (l) State of Alaska Comments of April 9,2007, on pro.@ polar bear 
lis- (2) Suppkme~~td %a of Alaska Comments of O&er 5 , m ,  06 p o p d  
polar bear listing. I-- -. - 


