












INTRODUCTION

The Alaska Peninsula Salmon Management Area includes the South Peninsula from Kupreanof
Point west to Scotch Cap, and the North Peninsula from Cape Sarichef east to Cape Menshikof
(Figure 1). This report describes those fisheries that are located on the North Peninsula, which
consists of two districts; the Northwestern District extends from Cape Sarichef to Moffet Point, and
the Northern District from Moffet Point to Cape Menshikof. The Nelson Lagoon to Strogonof
Point reach is the primary salmon harvest area on the North Peninsula, and includes most of the
Northern District. Within the Nelson Lagoon to Strogonof Point reach are the Nelson Lagoon,
Herendeen-Moller Bay, Port Moller Bight, Bear River, Three Hills, and llnik Sections. Smaller
directed fisheries occur throughout the North Peninsula but are not located within this reach.

Legal gear types in the Northwestern District are purse seine, hand purse seine, drift and set gillnet
(ADF&G 1996). By regulation Northern District commercial salmon fishing is permitted with
purse seine, drift and set gillnet gear, however, within area gear restrictions exist. The Nelson
Lagoon Section is open to drift and set gillnet gear only; the Herendeen-Moller Bay and Port Moller
Bight Sections to seine, drift and set gillnet gear; and the Bear River Section to seine and drift
gillnet gear. The Three Hills Section is open to drift gillnet gear only; and the llnik Section to drift
and set gillnet gear.

The commercial salmon season opens by regulation in most of the Northwestern District on June 1
and in most of the Northern District on May 1. The Nelson Lagoon and Bear River Sections open
to commercial salmon fishing on May 1, the Three Hills Section opens on June 25, the llnik Section
from Three Hills east to Unangashak Bluffs on July 5, and east of Unangashak Bluffs to Strogonof
Point on July 15 (Figure 2).

While the earliest opening dates are established by regulation, actual fishing time on North
Peninsula stocks is based on inseason evaluation of local stock abundance and defined escapement
objectives. Sockeye salmon are the primary targeted species for harvest in these waters. During
June 1 through September 15, within the Nelson Lagoon to Strogonof Point area, management
emphasis is on four sockeye systems: Nelson, Bear, Sandy, and llnik Rivers (Figure 2). Nelson and
Bear Rivers are the dominant systems. The Alaska Department of Fish and Game operates weir
camps located at Nelson River, Bear River, Sandy River, and llnik River which provide daily
escapement enumeration used to assist management of the commercial fisheries.

Local origin sockeye salmon stocks are abundant from Nelson Lagoon to Strogonof Point during
June to September (Figure 2). The Nelson River sockeye run begins in mid June, peaks in early
July, and is over by mid August. Bear River supports two distinct but overlapping runs; an early
run that begins in mid June, peaks in early July and ends in late July; and a late run which starts in
the latter part of July, peaks in early August, and ends in September. The Sandy River run
commences in mid June, peaks in late June or early July, and ends in late July, while the llnik River
run timing is earlier and closely parallels the Bear River early run timing.
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