




























OVERVIEW

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Westward Region includes the Gulf of
Alaska south of Cape Douglas (58°52' N. lat.) on the Alaska Peninsula, the Kodiak Island and
Aleutian Islands group and the Bering Sea northeast from the U.S.-Russian convention line of 1867
to Norton Sound (Figure 1-1). Encompassed is 525,000 square miles of the most productive
shellfish habitat in the world. The major commercial shellfish fisheries are king crab (three
species), Tanner crab (two species), Dungeness crab and scallops. Minor fisheries occur for Korean
hair crab, C. tanneri Tanner crab, snails, shrimp, clams, octopus, sea cucumbers and sea urchins.

The regional ADF&G office is in Kodiak with a field office in Dutch Harbor. This report
documents shellfish activities in the Region which are in progress year around. ADF&G fishery
biologists are charged with state management and research programs associated with all
commercially utilized stocks of shellfish. The full-time management staff consists of eight
biologists, one secretary and one field office assistant. Approximately 12 seasonal personnel are
hired for shellfish assessment cruises, logbook programs, shipboard observations, interviews,
dockside sampling, data entry, secretarial assistance aHd overseeing the floating processor observer
program.

In 1995, approximately 500 catcher vessels, 28 catcher processors, 26 shorebased processors and 16
floating processors engaged in harvesting and processing shellfish resources (Table 1-1). The 1995
Westward Region crab landings of 92 million pounds were worth $228 million, exvessel value
(Table 1-2). The landings of crab were at the lowest point since 1984, however the value of the
fisheries was reduced by only 18% from the previous year. The leading fishery was Tanner crab
with landings of 88 million pounds worth $194 million. King crab was the second most valuable
fishery worth $32 million

There was not any regional trawl shrimp harvest in 1995 (Table 1-3). Poor production in recent
years discouraged fishermen and processors from participating in 1995. The results of a 1992
shrimp survey, which was conducted in historically important areas indicated that shrimp stocks
were extremely depressed. A slight improvement over recent years was noted on deep grounds
over 90 fathoms but overall levels are still far below those experienced several decades ago.

The 1995 king crab harvest was approximately 11.9 million pounds (Table 1-4). The red king crab
seasons were closed once again in Kodiak, Alaska Peninsula and Dutch Harbor. These areas have
been closed continuously since 1983. The Department has surveyed these areas to assess the
populations which continue to show little or no recruitment In addition, the Bristol Bay was again
closed to king crab fishing in 1995. The area has supported the largest king crab fishery in the state,
but concerns for the reproductive capacity of the stock led to a closure of the last two fisheries.
Adak brown king crab became the highest value king crab fishery with a catch of 4.6 million
pounds and exvessel value of $12 million.

The 1995 Tanner crab fisheries produced 80 million pounds, (Table 1-5) which was nearly a 50%
reduction from the previous season. The value however, remained nearly steady at $194 million.






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































