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1989 
SOUTHEASTERN D I S T R I C T  M A I N L A N D  MANAGEMENT P L A N  

ALASKA P E N I N S U L A  AREA 

The D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  manage t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  M a i n l a n d  

f i s h e r y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  Management P l a n  

a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s .  (See a t t a c h e d  m a p ) .  

The N,or thwest  S t e p o v a k  and S t e p o v a k  F l a t s  S e c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  

managed on a  l o c a l  s t o c k  b a s i s .  When p o s s i b l e ,  f i s h i n g  t i m e  i n  

t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  w i l l  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  o t h e r  n e a r b y  f i s h e r i e s  t o  a v o i d  

c o n c e n t r a t i n g  f i s h i n g  g e a r .  

S e t  g i l l n e t s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  l e g a l  g e a r  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  B e a v e r  Bay, 

B a l  b o a  B a y ,  S o u t h w e s t  S t e p o v a k ,  N o r t h w e s t  S t e p o v a k ,  E a s t  

S t e p o v a k ,  and S t e p o v a k  F l a t s  S e c t i o n s  t h r o u g h  J u l y  10 .  A f t e r  

J u l y  10,  s e t  g i l l n e t s ,  p u r s e  s e i n e s ,  and h a n d  p u r s e  s e i n e s  a r e  

1  e g a l  . 

The B e a v e r  Bay,  B a l b o a  Bay, S o u t h w e s t  S t e p o v a k ,  and E a s t  S t e p o v a k  

S e c t i o n s  w i l l  be  managed o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  C h i g n i k  s o c k e y e  s t o c k s  

t h r o u g h  J u l y  25.  A f t e r  J u l y  25 ,  t h e  w h o l e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  managed 

f o r  l o c a l  s t o c k s .  

The f o r e c a s t e d  m i d p o i n t  h a r v e s t  f o r  t h e  C h i g n i k  s o c k e y e  r e t u r n s  

d u r i n g  1989 a r e  750,000 f i s h  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  r e t u r n  and  704,000 f o r  

t h e  s e c o n d  r e t u r n .  I f  t h e  r e t u r n  comes i n  a s  e x p e c t e d  and  t h e  

g o a l  s  o f  t h e  p l  an a r e  a c h i e v e d ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  80 ,000  e s t i m a t e d  

C h i g n i k  d e s t i n e d  s o c k e y e  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  p r i o r  t o  J u l y  26 .  T h i s  

compares  t o  a r e c e n t  5 and 1 0  y e a r  a v e r a g e  o f  144 ,000  and 125 ,000  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

S i n c e  t h e  h a r v e s t a b l e  s u r p l u s  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  e x c e e d  600,000 

s o c k e y e ,  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  M a i n l a n d  f i s h e r y  may open  when 

t h e  f i s h e r y  opens  a t  C h i g n i k .  Based on t h e  m o d e r a t e l y  s t r o n g  

f o r e c a s t ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  o p e n i n g  c o u l d  b e  a s  e a r l y  

as J u n e  8. A t  l e a s t  36  h o u r s  n o t i c e  w i l l  be  g i v e n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

f i r s t  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  



M a i n l a n d  f i s h e r y .  A t  l e a s t  an 18  h o u r  n o t i c e  w i l l  be g i v e n  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  any o t h e r  f i s h i n g  p e r i o d ,  u n l e s s  i t  i s  an 

e x t e n s i o n  o f  a  f i s h i n g  p e r i o d  i n  p r o g r e s s .  I f  t h e  f i r s t  r u n  

f a i l s ,  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  M a i n l a n d  f i s h e r y  w i l l  be  

c u r t a i l e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  a  min imum h a r v e s t  i n  t h e  C h i g n i k  A rea  

o f  a t  l e a s t  300,000 sockeye  t h r o u g h  J u l y  8 i f  t h a t  many a r e  

s u r p l u s  t o  t h e  escapement  needs .  

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  June  26  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

J u l y  9, t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  second  r u n  o f  C h i g n i k  R i v e r  sys tem 

s o c k e y e  sa lmon  c a n n o t  be e v a l u a t e d  a t  C h i g n i k  Lagoon.  To p r e v e n t  

o v e r h a r v e s t  o f  t h e  second  r u n ,  c o m m e r c i a l  sa lmon f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  M a i n l a n d  w i l l ,  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  

d i s c r e t i o n ,  be d i s a l l o w e d  o r  s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
.1 

p e r i  od.  

F i s h i n g  t i m e  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  M a i n l a n d  a f t e r  J u l y  8 

w i l l  be  d e p e n d e n t  upon t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  second  r u n  and on t h e  

C h i g n i k  A r e a  c a t c h  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  r u n .  When t h e  second  r u n  

a p p e a r s  s t r o n g  enough f o r  a  f i s h e r y  a t  C h i g n i k ,  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

D i s t r i c t  M a i n l a n d  w i l l  be opened  i f  a t  l e a s t  300,000 were  

h a r v e s t e d  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  r u n  i n  t h e  C h i g n i k  A rea .  The D e p a r t m e n t  

w i l l  t h e n  manage t h e  f i s h e r y  whereby  t h e  number o f  sockeye  sa lmon 

h a r v e s t e d  i n  t h e  C h i g n i k  A r e a  on  b o t h  r u n s  comb ined  w i l l  be  a t  

l e a s t  600,000 and t h e  h a r v e s t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  

M a i n l a n d  w i l l  a p p r o a c h  as n e a r  as  p o s s i b l e  6 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

C h i g n i k  bound  sockeye  sa lmon c a t c h u ,  i f  t h a t  many f i s h  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  s u r p l u s  t o  t h e  escapement  needs .  

A t  t h e  December 1982 m e e t i n g ,  t h e  Boa rd  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a d o p t e d  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  r e g u l a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  f i s h e r y  management p l a n s :  

The t o t a l  C h i g n i k  sockeye  sa lmon c a t c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h o s e  
s o c k e y e  sa lmon c a u g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  C h i g n i k  A rea  p l u s  80  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  sockeye  sa lmon  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  Cape I g v a k  
S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  K o d i a k  A r e a  p l u s  80 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  sockeye  
c a u g h t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  M a i n l a n d  f i s h e r y  
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  Suzy C reek  t o  D e n t  P o i n t  p o r t i o n .  
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( b )  I n  some f i s h e r y  management p l a n s ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  h a r v e s t a b l e  f i s h  between v a r i o u s  u s e r s  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  

t h e  h a r v e s t  t h a t  o c c u r s  d u r i n g  a  s p e c i f i c  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  a t  a  

s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  o r  by  a  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p  o r  g r o u p s  o f  u s e r s .  

A t  t i m e s  f i she rmen ,  due t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  a r e  beyond  t h e  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Depa r tmen t ,  such  as w e a t h e r  o r  p r i c e  

d - i spu tes ,  w i l l  n o t  h a r v e s t  f i s h .  When t h i s  happens i n  a  

f i s h e r y  gove rned  by a  management p l a n  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h a t  p l a n  

may n o t  be a c h i e v e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  when a  f i s h e r y  i s  open t o  

t h e  t a k i n g  o f  f i s h  and t h e  g r o u p  o r  g r o u p s  o f  u s e r s  whose 

c a t c h  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t  as s e t  o u t  

i n  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  management p l a n  i s  n o t  t a k i n g  t h e  

h a r v e s t a b l e  f i s h  a v a i l  a b l e  t o  them, t h e  Depa r tmen t  s h a l l  

manage t h e  f i s h e r y  as i f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  h a r v e s t  i s  b e i n g  

t a k e n .  When d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  a v a i l  a b l e  h a r v e s t ,  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  number o f  f i s h  needed t o  meet 

spawn ing  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e  number o f  f i s h  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  

f i s h e r y  and i n  spawn ing  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  i n  excess  t o  spawn ing  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  and t h e  e s t i m a t e d  h a r v e s t i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  

g r o u p  o r  g r o u p s  o f  u s e r s  t h a t  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t h e  f i s h e r y .  

The f i s h e r y  s h a l l  be managed a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p l a n  as s t a t e d  i n  

t h e  1988-89 r e g u l a t i o n  book.  No a t t e m p t  w i l l  be  made t o  a l l o w  

e q u a l  f i s h i n g  t i m e  w i t h  C h i g n i k ,  as had been done a t  one t i m e ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  end g o a l  w i l l  be t o  meet  t h e  6 p e r c e n t  a l l o c a t i o n  

l e v e l s  a f t e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s u  o f  t h e  p l a n  have been s a t i s f i e d .  

To meet t h e  g o a l  o f  6 p e r c e n t  by  J u l y  2 5 ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  may 

f l u c t u a t e  above o r  be low  6 p e r c e n t  p r i o r  t o  J u l y  25 .  

C o n d i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  d a i l y  escapement  g o a l s  a t  C h i g n i k ,  a  
minimum C h i g n i k  sockeye  h a r v e s t  f o r  each r u n ,  and 
r e s t r i c t i v e  f i s h i n g  t i m e  i n  t h e  Cape I g v a k  s e c t i o n  and 
S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  M a i n l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  June  26 t o  J u l y  9 
o v e r l a p  p e r i o d .  The t o t a l  minimum h a r v e s t  f o r  C h i g n i k  i s  
l i s t e d  u n d e r  5 AAC 09.360 on pages 36 and 37  i n  t h e  1988-89 
Commerc ia l  F i n f i s h  R e g u l a t i o n  b o o k l e t .  



Because o f  t h e  many restrictions placed upon t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  
District Mainland. fishery t o  protect t h e  C h i g n i k  runs, it may 
not be possible t o  achieve a 6 percent allocation level even 
though t h e  minimum catch level o f  600,000 at C h i g n i k  is exceeded. 
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