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SOUTH PENINSULA JULY - AUGUST

The 1989 pink salmon projected catch is 3 million fish. This is
less than half of the 1988 harvest of 6.8 million fish, but over
double the parent year (1987) harvest of 1.2 million The 1979-88
average South Peninsula post June pink salmon harvest is
5,177,000.

The post June chum salmon harvest is anticipated to be roughly
800,000 fish which will be below the 1988 harvest of 1,379,000
which was the second largest harvest since 1962. The 1979-1988
average catch was 1,044,000 ranging from 378,000 in 1979 to
1,399,000 in 1986.

During 1980 a much larger than normal number of purse seiners
caught record numbers of pink salmon in the Shumagin Islands. It
became apparent that +the purse seine fleet was effectively
preventing the salmon from reaching the bays and the runs were
only mediocre east of Volcano Bay. Due to the fact that there is
often considerable variation in the strength of runs going to
different geographical locations, the amount of purse seine gear
in the Shumagins will definitely be a factor in determining the
amount of fishing time allowed in the Shumagins as compared to
mainland terminal harvest areas.

It is speculated that large numbers of Chignik sockeye may be
intercepted during July in portions of the Shumagin Islands
Section. These locations did not have a history of substantial
fishing effort until recently. The locations in question are:

(1) The west side of Unga Island located between Bay Point and
Archedin Point.



(2) The portion of the Shumagin Islands Section located south
of 55° N. Tlat. (which idincludes Mountain Point on Nagai
Island).

The above locations (and other locations in the Outer Shumagins
where it is suspected that large numbers of Chignik destined
sockeye are being taken) will be closed to commercial salmon
fishing if substantial numbers of sockeye are being caught and
the Department determines that the 1late Chignik run is below
escapement needs.

Initially that portion of the South Peninsula located east of
Rock Island (near Cape Lazaref) and not <covered by the
Southeastern District Management Plan (found in 5 AAC 09.360)
will be open to commercial salmon fishing for two days from 4:00
A.M. July 6 until 10:00 P.M. July 7. The amount of fishing time
allowed after the first fishing period will depend on the
strength of catches and escapements.

Local chum runs begin earlier than returns of pink salmon.
Consequently openings prior to about July 18 will be based on
the strength of the chum salmon run, unless pink catches appear
unusually strong prior to this date. After July 18, fishing time

will be based largely on pink salmon run strength, although chums
are still an important factor.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS

Due to poor pink salmon escapements in Unalaska Bay (the only
location with a history of producing large odd year cycle pink
salmon runs) during 1987, it is unlikely that a large harvest of
pink salmon will occur in 1989, The projection is for a pink
salmon harvest of about 50,000.

The Kashega Bay Section (Spray Cape to Konets Head) only, will be
open from 6:00 A.M. Monday to 6:00 P.M. Friday each week from



June 1 through July 9, to allow fishermen the opportunity to fish
local sockeye.

The entire Aleutian Islands Area will open to commercial salmon
fishing from 6:00 A.M. Monday July 10 until 6:00 P.M. Friday
July 14 and from 6:00 A.M. Monday July 17 until 12:00 P.M.
midnight Tuesday July 18, as specified in the regulation book.
Therex’may be very short fishing periods during July 21-24 to

test run strength. If the runs do not indicate substantial
strength before July 30, the area will remain closed until
escapements Jjustify fishing time. It is possible that spot

openings will occur in precisely defined locations as was the
case in 1988.

NORTH PENINSULA

The North Peninsula salmon fisheries will be managed on the basis
of catch per unit effort dindicators, and relative abundance of
fish as determined by surveys and weir/tower counts. The basic
fishing week, during the open season, will be as listed in the
1988-89 Commercial Finfish Regulation Book and 1is presented

below:

SECTION OPEN SEASON FISHING PERIOD

Cinder River, August 1 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until

outside Cinder 6:00 P.M. Wednesday

River Lagoon.

Cinder River, May 1 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until

inside Cinder 6:00 P.M. Wednesday

River Lagoon

OQuter Port Heiden August 1 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until
6:00 P.M. Wednesday

Inner Port Heiden May 1 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until
6:00 P.M. Wednesday

ITnik Section July 5 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until

outside ITnik Lagoon 6:00 P.M. Wednesday



SECTION OPEN SEASON FISHING PERIOD

ITnik Section May 1 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until

inside Ilnik Lagoon 6:00 P.M. Wednesday

Three Hills June 25 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until
6:00 P.M. Thursday

Bear River May 1 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until

- 6:00 P.M. Thursday

Herendeen-Moller Bay May 1 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until

Section, enclosed 6:00 P.M. Thursday

by a 1ine from Harbor

Point to Entrance Point

Herendeen-Moller Bay May 1 - July 20 6:00 A.M. Monday until

Section, not enclosed 6:00 P.M. Thursday

by a 1ine from Harbor

Pdint to Entrance Point

Nelson Lagoon May 1 - June 15 6:00 A.M. Monday until
12:00 Midnight Wednesday

Nelson Lagoon June 16 - August 15 6:00 A.M. Monday until
12:00 Midnight Thursday

Nelson Lagoon August 16 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until
12:00 Midnight Wednesday

Caribou Flats Completely closed to commercial salmon fishing.

Black Hills May 1 - September 30 6:00 A.M. Monday until
6:00 P.M. Friday

Izembek-Moffet Bay June 1 - August 10 6:00 A.M. Monday until
6:00 P.M. Thursday

Swanson Lagoon June 1 - August 10 6:00 A.M. Monday until
6:00 P.M. Thursday

Urilia Bay June 1 - August 10 6:00 A.M. Monday until
6:00 P.M. Thursday

Dublin Bay July 10 - August 10 6:00 A.M. Monday until
6:00 P.M. Thursday

Bechevin Bay June 1 - September 30 By Emergency Order Only

The Bechevin Bay Section will be open concurrently with the
Ikatan Bay Section (part of South Peninsula) during June. In



July, the Bechevin Bay Section will initially be open from 6:00
A.M. Monday until 6:00 P.M. Thursday. The extent of further
openings will depend on the strength of the stocks.

A catch of approximately 1.9 million sockeye is projected for the
entire North Peninsula {(Urilia Bay to Cinder River) with the bulk
of the catch being harvested in the Bear River and Nelson Lagoon
fisheries. This 1is above the 1988 harvest of 1.5 million
sockeye.

The Bear River sockeye escapement goal will be broken into three
segments (listed below) to ensure that all stocks contributing to
the Bear River run receive adequate escapement. This does not
change the season escapement goal of 200-250,000 sockeye.

BEAR RIVER SOCKEYE ESCAPEMENT GOAL

Time Period Sockeye Escapement Goal
Through July 15 110,000 to 125,000
July 16 - August 5 40,000 to 50,000
After August 5 50,000 to 75,000
Season Total 200,000 to 250,000

The number of jack sockeye in the escapement is an important
consideration. If the number of jacks is excessively high, it
may be necessary to raise the escapement goal to compensate.

The 1989 chum harvest is anticipated to be 500,000, slightly over
the 1979-1988 North Peninsula average of 465,000 chums.

NELSON LAGOON FISHERY

The sockeye salmon escapement goals in the Sapsuk River system
(Nelson Lagoon) is established at 100,000 - 150,000. Based on
timing of sockeye escapements for the years 1977-1982 and aiming
at the average escapement goal of 125,000 sockeye a schedule of
periodic in-season escapement goals past Sapsuk tower will be
utilized during the 1989 season.




Because escapements past the tower lag a significant period of
time following passage through the fishery, total daily catches
of sockeye in the fishery will also be considered in evaluating
run strength. The following schedule of periodic daily sockeye
catch levels will be used as a guideline.

SAPSUK TOWER SOCKEYE SALMON ESCAPEMENT SCHEDULE

6-30 7-5 7-10 7-15 7-20 7-25 7-30 8-5 8-10 8-15
30 65 90 110 115 120 122 123 124 125

NELSON LAGOON SOCKEYE CATCH SCHEDULE

6/15-20 20-35 23-30 7/1-5 5-10 10-15 15-20 20-25
**]1-2 2-3 4-5 4-6 3-5 2-3 1-2 1-2
* Thousands of sockeye salmon (accumulative)
**¥Thousands of sockeye salmon (daily catch)
To provide more protection for king salmon stocks, fishing

periods through June 15 are limited to 6:00 A.M.

12:00 P.M. midnight Wednesday.

There will be four days fishing

the fishery will be taken into

Monday until

each week through June 30,
additional time will be added if daily sockeye catches substan-
tially exceed the schedule. However,
June 30, that the sockeye run is weak then the number of fishing
days will be reduced. Any predominance of king salmon gear in

account

it is evident before

in evaluating
catches. After June 30, fishing periods will be dependent upon
escapement in relation to the escapement schedule and on daily

sockeye

catch levels., [If escapements past Sapsuk tower (a weir is being
constructed to replace the tower) cannot be determined then
(primarily) daily catch rates and (secondarily) daily catch per
boat (not per landing) will be utilized to evaluate strength of
the run and to establish fishing periods accordingly. During the
peak of the fishery, approximately June 25 - July 5, a healthy
sockeye run would provide consistent daily boat averages of at
least 300 - 400 sockeye. Probable effect of minus tides on
escapement will also be considered. The strength of the king



salmon run will be a major factor during June and will be
considered in decisions regarding sockeye.

It is not anticipated that more than three days per week will be
allowed during the fall coho season in Nelson Lagoon. The
efficiency of the gear in the fishery has caused a closure of the
entire Nelson Lagoon Section in early September during 1985,
1986,“énd 1987 (when the fishery was open four days per week).

FALL FISHERIES (for Locations Outside of Nelson Lagoon)

Fall fisheries (principally for cohos) on the South Peninsula and
in the Northwestern District will open approximately September 1-
5 provided there will be no conflict with attaining escapement
goals for earlier runs (primarily chums). Fishing periods will
be set by emergency order.

Northern District coho runs will get underway during mid August.
Fishing periods will initially be the same as listed in the 1988
Commercial Finfish Regulation book for each respective section.
Adjustments will be made as the runs develop.
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