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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This document informs fishermen, processors, and other interested individuals about the outlook
for the 1998 Yukon Area salmon runs and management strategy for the subsistence, personal use,
and commercial salmon fisheries. Chinook, sockeye, coho, pink, and chum salmon oceur in the
Yukon River. The Yukon River chum salmon return is made up of an earlier and more abundant
summer chumn salmon run and a later fall chum salmon run. No directed commercial fisheries occur
on sockeye, coho or pink saimon within the Yukon River drainage.

The Yukon Area includes all waters of Alaska within the Yukon River drainage and coastal waters
from Point Romanof, northeast of Kotlik, to the Naskonat Peninsula. For management purposes the
Yukon Area is divided into seven districts and ten subdistricts (Figure 1). Commercial fishing is
allowed along the entire 1,224 miles of the Yukon River in Alaska and along the lower 225 miles of
the Tanana River. The Coastal District includes the majority of coastal marine waters within the
Yukon Area and is open only to subsistence fishing. The Lower Yukon Area, Districts 1, 2, and 3,
includes coastal waters of the delta and that portion of the Yukon River drainage downstream of
Old Paradise Village (river mile 301). The Upper Yukon Area, Districts 4, 5, and 6, is the Alaskan
portion of the Yukon River drainage upstream of Qld Paradise Village. Commercial, Aboriginal,
domestic, and sport salmon fisheries also occur in Canada, with fishery management activities
conducted by the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFQO).

2.0 OUTLOOK FOR 1998

2.1 CHINOOK SALMON

Typically, the majority of chinook salmon returming to the Yukon River are 6-year-old fish;
however, 5- and 7-year-old fish make a significant contribution to the run. Spawning ground
escapements in 1992, the brood year for producing 6-year-old fish returning in 1998, were judged
to be average to above average in magnitude. However, the return of this brood year as 5-vear-old
fish in 1997 appeared to be below average. The 7-year-old return is expected to be strong based
upon the high contribution of age-6 fish in the 1997 run. The return of 5-year-old fish in 1998 is
expected to be average to above average in abundance based on the spawning escapements
observed in 1993. Overall, the 1998 chinook salmon run is anticipated to be near average in
strength. The commercial harvest in Alaska is expected to be 88,000 to 108,000 chinook salmon
{82,000 to 100,000 fish in the Lower Yukon Area and 6.000 to 8,000 fish in the Upper Yukon
Area).

2.2 SumMMER CHUM SALMON

The return of 5-year-old fish in 1998 is expected to be below average based on spawning
escapements observed in 1993 and the contribution of 4-year-old fish in the 1997 run. An above
average return of 4-year-old summer chum salmon is expected. Summer chum salmon spawning
escapement to the Anvik River in 1994 was 1,125,000, more than double the minimum escapement
goal of 500,000 fish. Escapements to other spawning areas in 1994 appeared to be above average
based upon weir counts for the East Fork Andreafsky and Gisasa Rivers and tower counts on the



Nulato, Chena and Salcha Rivers and Kaltag and Clear Creeks. Overall, the 1998 outlook is for an
average to above average summer chum salmon run. The commercial harvest is expected to be
500,000 to 800,000 fish, but given the uncertainties associated with run distribution and market
conditions, it may be less.

2.3 FaLL CHUM SALMON

Fall chum salmon return primanly as 4- or S-year-old fish, although 3- and 6-vear-old fish also
contnbute to the run. A Ricker spawner-recruit model was used to predict the returns of fall chum
salmon from the 1992 to 1995 parent-years that will contribute to the 1998 run. This process
resulted in a 1998 preseason projection of 880,000 fish with the following approximate age
composition:

Age-3 fish 16,000 ( 1995 Brood Year)
Age-4 fish 649,000 (1994 Brood Year)
Age-5 fish 201,000 (1993 Brood Year)
Age-6 fish 14,000 ( 1992 Brood Year)

It is anticipated the major contmibutor to the 1998 run will be age-4 fish retuming from the 1994
brood year. In that year fall chum salmon run strength was assessed inseason to be much weaker
than it in fact was. Initially, this resulted in closures or restrictions to various fall season fisheries
throughout the drainage on a run size much larger than originally believed. The resulting low
exploitation on fall chum salmon resulted in excelient escapements throughout the drainage, with
all escapement goals in 1994 being met.

Should the 1998 fall chum salmon run materialize as projected, run size will be sufficient to not
only meet escapement and subsistence requirements, but to also provide for commercial
opportunity. A run of 880,000 fall chum salmon is approximately 95,000 fish greater than the
average run size for the 24-year period 1974 through 1997.

2.4 COHO SALMON

Although comprehensive escapement information on Yukon River drainage coho salmon is
lacking, 1t 1s known that coho salmon have later and overlapping run timing with fall chum salmon
and primarily return at age 4. Assuming average survival, an average to above average retum of
coho salmon is anticipated in 1998. This 1s based upon results of limited escapement surveys
conducted in 1994, when escapements were considered average to above average in the areas
examined. Of note, more than 60,000 coho salmon were counted in the Delta Clearwater River in
1994, the highest on record and in excess of the minimum escapement goal of 9,000 fish.

Currently, there are no Alaska Board of Fishenes established coho salmon guideline harvest ranges
within the Yukon Area, and coho salmon are considered an incidental harvest during the fall season
fishery which is directed at chum salmon. [ Inder this management strategy, any commercial harvest
of coho salmon in 1998 will be largely dependent upon the abundance of fall chum salmon and the
accompanying management strategies to harvest fall chum salmon.



3.0 MANAGEMENT STRATEGY FOR 1998

The overall goal of the department's program is o manage the various salmon runs for sustained
yield under the policies and regulations established by the Alaska Board of Fisheries. Management
of the Yukon Area commercial salmon fishery is complex due to the mmability to determine stock
specific run size and timing, the increasing efficiency of the commercial fleet, and allocation 1ssues.
Current escapement goals in the Yukon River drainage are based, 1n pari, on historic escapements
to key index spawning areas. In most cases, the average historic escapement level for a base peniod
for each index area is considered a minimum escapement goal to be achieved.

Subsistence fishing occurs throughout most of the Yukon Area and has the highest priority among
uses of the resource. In order to enforce commercial fishing regulations, it is necessary to place
some restrictions on the subsistence fishery. For example. subsistence salmon fishing is closed in
most areas for 24 hours prior to the commercial salmon season. This regulation discourages the
illegal activity of subsistence caught salmon or salmon roe being sold commercially. However,
substantially more fishing time is allowed throughout the fishing season for subsistence than for
commercial purposes.

Primary tools used in management of the commercial salmon fishery are guideline harvest ranges
established by the board (Table 1) and emergency order authority. Emergency orders are used to
open and close the commercial fishing seasons, establish fishing periods, and implement gear
restrictions. The department attempts to manage the commercial fisheries so that each district’s
harvest is proportionally similar to their respective guideline harvest range.

3.1 NEw REGULATIONS FOR 1998

The Alaska Board of Fisheries met in Fairbanks from December 2 through December 9, 1997
and addressed Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim (AYK) subsistence, personal use, sport, and
commercial finfish proposals. To keep Yukon Area salmon fishermen, processors, and other
interested individuals informed of current fishing regulations, the department is providing a
partial summary of actions taken by the Alaska Board of Fisheries. Appendix B contains the
summary of board actions on selected Yukon Area proposals during the December 1997 meeting.

3.2 SuBSISTENCE FISHERY

The department encourages fishermen to keep track of their subsistence salmon harvest on their
subsistence catch calendar or subsistence fishing permit. Non-permitted fishermen who do not
receive a subsistence salmon calendar by mail can contact the department in Emmonak or
Fairbanks to have a calendar mailed to them. To encourage fishermen to retumn catch calendars by
mail, return postage for the 1998 calendar has been prepaid by the department. Additionally, a $200
lottery will be conducted following the season for all households that have returned their properly
filled out calendars.



3.2.1 Districts 1,2, and 3

In Districts 1, 2, and 3, subsistence salmon fishermen may take salmon seven days per week until
24 hours prior to opening of the commercial salmon fishing season. During the Districts 1, 2, and 3
commercial season, subsistence fishing is allowed only between commercial periods. During the
chinook and summer chum commercial salmon fishing season, subsistence salmon fishing will be
closed 18 hours before, during, and 12 hours following a commercial salmon fishing period. A new
regulation reduces the number of hours subsistence fishung 1s closed prior to fall season commercial
fishing periods. During the fall season, subsistence salmon fishing will be closed 12 hours before,
during, and 12 hours following each District I, 2 or 3 commercial salmon fishing period.

Fishermen are also reminded that regulations require fishermen to immediately remove the dorsal
fin from chinook salmon taken for subsistence purposes in Districts 1, 2, and 3. The sale of salmon
that have had the dorsal fin removed is illegal.

3.2.2 Subdistrict 4-A

In Subdistrict 4-A, subsistence salmon fishermen may take salmon seven days per week until 24
hours prior to opening of the commercial salmon fishing season. Regulations also separate
subsistence fishing periods with set gillnet, fish wheel, and beach seine gear from commercial
fishing periods in Subdistrict 4-A. A regulation change for the 1998 season 15 that during the
commercial salmon fishing season, subsistence salmon fishing with set gillnet, fish wheel, and
beach seine gear will be closed 12 hours before, during, and 12 hours following a Subdistrict 4-A
commercial salmon fishing period. Previously, subsistence salmon fishing was closed 18 hours
before a commercial salmon fishing period. In March 1997, the Alaska Board of Fisheries adopted
a subsistence regulation for Subdistrict 4-A which allows chinook salmon to be taken with drift
gillnet gear only for two 48-hour periods per week during the commercial salmon fishing season.
The drift gillnet periods will be from 6:00 p.m. Sunday until 6:00 p.m. Tuesday and from 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday until 6:00 p.m. Fnday.

3.2.3 Subdistricts 4-B and 4-C

Regulations allow subsistence salmon fishing seven days per week until 24 hours prior to the
opening of Subdistricts 4-B and 4-C commercial salmon fishing season. Once Subdistricts 4-B and
4-C commercial salmon season opens, managers will attempl to coincide allowable commercial
salmon fishing periods with the subsistence salmon fishing schedule. During the commercial
salmon season, subsistence salmon fishing time in Subdistricts 4-B and 4-C will be two 48-hour
periods per week, unless altered by emergency order. Additionally, for any commercial salmon
fishing closures of greater than five days in duration during the commercial salmon season,
subsistence salmon fishermen may take salmon five days a week from 6:00 p.m. Sunday until
6:00 p.m. Friday.

3.2.4 District 5

In Subdistrict 5-D, unless altered by emergency order, subsistence salmon fishermen may tuke
salmon seven days per week throughout the season. In the remainder of District 5. subsistence



salmon fishermen may take salmon seven days per week until 24 hours prior to opening of the
commercial salmon season. Once the commercial salmon fishing season opens in Subdistricts 3-A,
5-B, and 5-C, subsistence salmon fishing periods will coincide with the commercial saimon fishing
schedule. Additionally, subsistence only salmon fishing periods will also be scheduled.

During the Subdistricts 5-4, 5-B and 5-C commercial salmon season when commercial salmon
fishing closures of greater than five days in duration occur, subsistence salmon {ishermen may take
salmon five days per week from 6:00 p.m. Tuesday until 6:00 p.m. Sunday. [n 1998, Subdistricts 3-
A, 5-B and 5-C, subsistence salmon fishermen may take salmon seven days a week following the
closure of the commercial salmon season.

In portions of District 5, regulation requires subsistence fishermen to obtain subsistence fishing
permits. Permit areas include the “Yukon River bridge area.” The Yukon River bridge area includes
the Yukon River drainage from Hess Creek to the Dall River. Additionally, regulation also requires
subsistence fishing permits for the Yukon River drainage from Twenty-two Mile Slough, located
upstream of Fort Yukon, to the Canadian border. Subsistence fishermen may obtain a permit by
contacting the department’s office in Fairbanks. Permits may be issued in person or by mail.
Regulations require all permit holders to report harvest information on their permits and to retun
their permits to the department at the end of the fishing season.

3.2.5 Districto

Regulations require salmon fishermen in District 6, the Tanana River drainage, to obtain
subsistence salmon permits. Subsistence salmon fishermen can obtaun a permut by contacting the
department’s office in Fairbanks. No subsistence fishing is allowed in that portion of the Tanana
and Yukon River drainages that are included in the Fairbanks Nonsubsistence Area. Subsistence
permit holders 1n that portion of Subdistrict 6-B, from a point three miles upstream of the mouth of
Totchaket Slough to the upper boundary of Subdistrict 6-B, are required to report to the department
each week the number of salmon taken. Permit holders can report their weekly catch by calling a
recording at (907) 459-7388. All Tanana River subsistence permit holders are required to report
their harvest information on their permit. At the end of the fishing season, expired permits should
be returned to the department’s office in Fairbanks.

Within the majority of Subdistricts 6-A and 6-B, unless altered by emergency order, the subsistence
salmon fishing schedule is two 42-hour periods per week from 6:00 p.m. Monday until 12 noon
Wednesday and from 6:00 p.m. Friday until 12 noon Sunday. One exception is within the Old
Minto Area where subsistence salmon fishing is allowed five days a week from 6:00 p.m. Friday
until 6:00 p.m. Wednesday. The Old Minto Area includes that portion of the Tanana River drainage
from the downstream end of Crescent Island up to a iine three miles upstream from the mouth of
Totchaket Slough. These subsistence salmon fishing schedules may be altered by emergency order.

3.3 PERSONAL USE FISHERY

In 1995, the Joint Board of Fish and Game adopted regulations that created the Fairbanks
Nonsubsistence Area. No subsistence fishing is allowed within non-subsistence areas (Figure 2).
Subdistrict 6-C falls entirely within the Fairbanks Nonsubsistence Area and thus is managed



under personal use regulations. There is a fishery harvest limit in Subdistrict 6-C of 750 chinook,
5,000 summer chum, and 5,200 fall chum and coho salmon combined. If this harvest limit is
reached inseason, the Subdistrict 6-C personal use fishery will be closed.

Personal use salmon fishing permits are required in Subdistrict 6-C and can be obtained from the
department’s office in Fairbanks during regular office hours. Personal use permit holders must
report their harvests to the department each week. Personal use permit applicants must possess a
valid State of Alaska resident sport fishing license.

3.4 COMMERCIAL FISHING REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

All processors and buyers of salmon are required to register with the department before purchasing
salmon in the Yukon Area. Processors and buyers in Districts 1, 2, and 3 must register with the
department’s office in Emmonak. Processors and buyers in Districts 4, 5, and 6 must register with
the department’s office in Fairbanks. Timely reporting of salmon purchases is essential for the
management of these fisheries. Registered salmon buyers are required to provide a verbal report of
their salmon purchases within 18 hours following the closure of a commercial fishing period.
Buyers may verbally report harvest information in the Upper Yukon Area after office hours by
calling a 24-hour recording at (Y07) 455-7388. Buyers are also required to mail or deliver fish
tickets to the department within 24 hours following closure of a commercial fishing period in the
Lower Yukon Area. In the Upper Yukon Area, buyers are required to mail or deliver fish tickets to
the department within 36 hours following closure of a commercial fishing period. If there is
incomplete reporting, the department may delay commercial fishing until the needed harvest reports
are received. In addition, it is very tmportant for buyers to accurately report on each fish ticket the
statistical area where salmon were harvested.

Regulations also require commercial fishermen in Subdistrict 6-C to report, on the fish tcket, the
number of salmon harvested but not sold during commercial fishing peniods. Buyers are requested
to ensure this information is reported on fish tickets.

3.5 CHINOOK AND SUMMER CHUM SALMON COMMERCIAL SEASON

The 1998 chinook salmon run will be managed to achieve aerial survey escapement goals for
selected streams in the Alaskan portion of the drainage and to endeavor to provide for a minimum
28,000 chinook salmon spawning escapement level in the Canadian mainstem and a harvest (all
Canadian user-groups combined) within the previously agreed to guideline harvest range of 16,800
to 19,800 fish for Canada. The chinook salmon spawning escapement in Canada has averaged
29,600 fish from 1990 through 1997. Inseason run assessment will be based on test fisheries, main
river sonar passage estimates, subsistence catch reports, age composition, and commercial harvest
information. Because of the below average contribution of S-year-old chinook salmon in the 1997
run, the age composition of the 1998 chinook run will be monitored closely to determine the
strength of the return of 6-year-olds.

The department will assess the summer chum salmon run inseason using the main river sonar
project near Pilot Station, test fisheries, subsistence catch reports, age and sex composition data,
and commercial harvest information. A comparison of the Anvik River sonar escapement estimate



and the Pilot Station sonar passage estimate will be used, in conjunction with other escapement
monitoring projects, to provide information concemning the size and sex ratio of escapements to
non-Anvik River tributaries. Other escapement monitoring projects include the Kaltag River tower
operated by the Alaska Cooperative Extension Service 4-H Fisheries and Bering Sea Fishermen’s
Association (BSFA); the Nulato River tower funded by BSFA and the department: the Andreafsky,
Gisasa, and South Fork Koyukuk River weirs operated by the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS); and Clear Creek tower operated by Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC) and
BSFA.

The department will initially manage the early portion of the summer chum salmon run
conservatvely, based upon the assumption that the run will be below average in size and that this
run size will meet escapement and subsistence needs, as well as provide for a commercial harvest
near the lower end of the guideline harvest ranges. Declining salmon markets may have a major
impact on the fisheries this season. Therefore, the department will work closely with buyers and
fishermen to manage the chinook and summer chum salmon fisheries by timing harvests for fish
quality and market demands to the extent feasible within biological constraints.

351 Districts1,2,and 3

[t is anticipated the chinook salmon directed commercial fishery will open by emergency order on a
staggered basis, beginning with District 1, when increasing subsistence and/or iest net catches of
chinook salmon have occurred over a seven- to ten-day period. This management strategy provides
for passage of a portion of the early run segment through the lower river districts before
commercial fishing starts. It is possible a six-hour commercial fishing period may be established as
early as June 5 in either District 1 or District 2, in an effort to spread out the chinook harvest and to
target male chinook salmon early in the run. If this strategy is utilized, the subsequent fishing
period may be delayed depending op the harvest during the initial period and run timing.

Directed chinook salmon commercial fishing periods with unrestricted mesh size gilinets are
anticipated to be no more than 12 hours in duration. In general, fishing periods are expected to
begin at 6:00 p.m. Monday and Thursday in District 1 and at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday and Sunday in
District 2. Since Districts 1 and 2 have a combined guideline harvest range. the overall harvest level
will determine when the directed chinook salmon fishery and the commercial salmon summer
season will end. It may not be possible to allow an equal amount of fishing time for each district.

The use of unrestricted mesh size gillnets usually ceases when the combined harvest of Districts |
and 2 approaches 70,000 to 85,000 chinook salmon. Typically, fishing periods with unrestricted
mesh size gillnets target larger chinook salmon, which results in a higher harvest of females that are
important for spawning success. Allowing a harvest above 85,000 chinook salmon will be
dependent on run abundance and the harvest of chinook salmon during periods with gillnets
restricted to 6-inch maximum mesh size. The chinook harvest during periods restricted to 6-inch
maximum mesh size is typically composed of smaller fish and a higher proportion of males.

Six-inch maximum mesh size directed summer chum salmon fishing periods are anticipated to be 4
to [2 hours in duration. Short, summer chum salmon directed fishing periods may be scheduled
based on market considerations and run assessment. In addition, short periods targeting summer



chum salmon will be easier to establish between unrestricted mesh size periods and will lower the
harvest of chinook salmon during such periods. Because of market considerations, an effort will be
made to schedule summer chum salmon directed periods as early in June as possible. The combined
commercial harvest for Districts 1 and 2 may be up to the midpoint of the guideline harvest range
of 500,000 summer chum salmon, with the actual harvest being dependent on inseason run
assessment and market conditions.

An attempt will be made to establish commercial fishing periods in District 3 early in the run based
on market considerations. The District 3 commercial harvest is expected to range between 1,800
and 2,000 chinook. A new regulation for the 1998 season allows a permit holder registered in
District 3 to transfer to District 1 or 2 following a 72-hour waiting period. Only one district transfer
is allowed in the Lower Yukon Area prior to July 15.

The USFWS will be operating a weir on the East Fork of the Andreafsky River in 1998. Historical
escapement timing information obtained from sonar and tower projects operated on this river will
be used to assess the 1998 summer chum salmon spawning escapement inseason. The department
will use the assessment of spawning escapement in the East Fork Andreafsky River to regulate the
size of the area closed to commercial fishing near the mouth of the Andreafsky River.

Regulations require identification of any vessel used by commercial salmon fishermen in Districts
1, 2, and 3. A vessel must display either the ADF&G vessel license number or the fisherman's 5-
digit Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission (CFEC) permut serial number and the letter that
follows. Symbols must be at least 12 inches high and 1 inch wide and be displayed on both sides of
the hull or cabin.

New gillnet depth regulations for commercial fishing in Districts 1, 2, and 3 that went into effect in
1996 will remain in effect this season. Gillnets with greater than 6-inch mesh size may not be more
than 45 meshes in depth. Gillnets with mesh size of 6 inches or less may not be more than 50
meshes in depth.

3.5.2 District 4

In years with average returns and run timing, the first District 4 commercial fishing period will
occur between June 18 and June 25. Commercial fishing periods in Subdistrict 4-A are anticipated
to begin at 6:00 p.m. Sunday and 6:00 p.m. Wednesday and be no longer than 18 hours in duration.
However, the frequency and duration of Subdistrict 4-A fiskung periods will be based on summer
chum salmon run abundance. Management will be based, in part, on summer chum salmon
spawning escapements and sex ratios monitored on the Anvik, Kaltag, Nulato, and Gisasa Rivers
and on Clear Creek.

It is anticipated Subdistricts 4-B and 4-C will initially be placed on a schedule of two 48-hour
periods per week beginning at 6:00 p.m. Sunday and 6:00 p.m. Wednesday. Subdistricts 4-B and
4-C may open earlier than Subdistrict 4-A to allow harvest of earlier running chinook salmon. [f
subsistence salmon fishing opportunities are not sufticient to meet subsistence needs due to the
commercial fishing schedule, additional subsistence only fishing time will be allowed.



Based on preseason projections, the chinook salmon harvest is expected to be within the District 4
guideline harvest range, and the summer chum salmon harvest is expected to be up to the midpoint
of the District 4 guideline harvest range. The District 4 early season will close when the targeted
chinook or summer chum salmon harvest is reached.

3.5.3 Anvik River Management Area

The Anvik River may be opened to summer chum salmon commercial fishing if a surplus greater
than the escapement goal minimum of 500,000 fish is available. If possible, the department intends
to schedule the Anvik River commercial fishing periods to coincide with those of Subdistrict 4-A.
Additional fishing periods may be allowed in the Anvik River based upon size of the surplus
available for commercial harvest. The intent is to allow a harvest of Anvik River summer chum
salmon that is in excess of the spawning escapement goal and to decrease harvest pressure on non-
Anvik River summer chum salmon stocks. Fish harvested in the Anvik River fishery will not count
against the Subdistrict 4-A summer chum salmon guideline harvest range. Permit holders are
reminded that all chinook salmon caught during Anvik River commercial fishing periods must be
released alive.

3.54 District 5

The District 5 commercial salmon fishing season will open by emergency order once the chinook
salmon run is distributed throughout the area. Assessment of run abundance and timing from
downstream districts, along with subsistence catch reports, will be used to determine the season
opening.

It is anticipated Subdistricts 5-A, 5-B, and 5-C fishing periods during the early season will initially
be 24 or 36 hours in duration. For Subdistrict 5-D. 24- or 36-hour commercial fishing periods are
anticipated. This will allow the department to better monitor and maintain the harvest within
guideline harvest ranges. In years with average returns and run timing, the first commercial fishing
period has occurred between June 25 and July 5 in Subdistricts 5-A, 5-B, and 5-C, and between
July 1 and July 10 in Subdistrict 5-D.

Subdistricts 5-A, 5-B, and 5-C have a guideline harvest range of 2,400 to 2,800 chinook saimon,
and Subdistrict 5-D has a guideline harvest range of 300 to 500 chinook salmon. Based on the
preseason projection, the department will manage the chinook salmon harvest to remain within
guideline harvest ranges.

Few summer chum salmon are present or harvested in Subdistricts 5-B, 5-C, and 5-D. The
commercial harvest of summer chum salmon n District 5 will largely be a function of management
actions taken for chinook salmon.

3.5.5 District 6

Inseason salmon run strength and timing indicators in the Tanana River drainage include test fish
wheel catches near the village of Nenana, aerial survevs. and performance of the commercial and
subsistence fisheries. In addition, chinook and summer chum salmon escapement information



collected by Sport Fish Division through tagging or tower counting projects on the Chena and
Salcha Rivers may be used for inseason run assessment. Due to the limited management tools
available, the department will be conservative in management of District 6. The department can
exceed the upper end of the guideline harvest ranges only in years it can determine that additional
commercial fishing will not jeopardize achieving escapement goals and will meet subsistence
needs.

It is anticipated opening of the District 6 commercial fishing season will be in early to mid-July.
During the early season in District 6, there may be up to two 42-hour commercial fishing periods
per week, from 6:00 p.m. Friday until 12 noon Sunday and from 6:00 p.m. Monday until 12 noon
Wednesday. The directed chinook salmon commercial fishery is expected to close once the
midpoint of the chinook salmon guideline harvest range of 600 to 800 chinook salmon 1s reached.
Additional commercial fishing directed at chinook salmon may be allowed if escapement
monitoring projects indicate chinook salmon escapement goals and subsisience needs are being
met. Directed summer chum salmon commercial fishing periods will oceur later in July and mnto
August. Based on preseason projections, it 1s anticipated the summer chum salmon harvest will be
up to the mid-point (25,500 fish) of the guideline harvest range.

3.6 FaLL CHUM AND CoHO SALMON COMMERCIAL SEASON

The Board of Fisheries reviewed The Yukon River Drainage Fall Chum Salmon Management
Plan during a meeting held in Fairbanks, Alaska, on December 2 through 9, 1997. The board
received public and advisory committee comments concerning the management plan, including
proposed amendments from the Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association (YRDFA). The
board adopted a management plan which included recommendations proposed by YRDFA and
which will be in effect through the 2000 season.

The fall chum salmon management plan recommends that directed fall chum salmon commercial
fisheries be allowed only when run size projections are greater than 675,000 fall chum salmon.
Additionally, only the harvestable surplus above 625,000 fall chum salmon may be targeted in
the Alaska commercial fisheries. The 1998 preseason projection of appreximately 880,000 fall
chum salmon suggests an Alaskan fall chum salmon commercial harvest of up to 255,000 fall
chum salmon could occur given normal distribution of healthy stocks throughout the drainage.

If fall chum salmon return as projected, an Alaskan commercial harvest approaching the third
quartile of each district’s guideline harvest range could be expected. The combined total of the
third quartile of all districts or subdistricts is approximately 258,000 fall chum salmon. As the
1998 run materializes inseason, the department, using inseason management tools, may adjust
the run size projection and corresponding commercial harvest upward or downward.

In 1998, the department will endeavor to deliver a mimimum of 103,600 fall chum salmon to the
Canadian border on the mainstem Yukon River. The 103,600 fall chum salmon border passage
goal minimum includes a minimum of 80,000 fall chum salmon for spawning escapement and a
minimum of 23,600 fall chum salmon for the low end of the Canadian guideline harvest range. It
is believed that Canadian bound salmon represent a higher proportion of fish during the early
portion of the run.
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It should be noted that in recent years declining salmon flesh and salmon roe markets have had a
major impact on the fall commercial salmon fishing season and schedule. It 1s anticipated poor
salmon market conditions will continue in 1998, In all districts, the department will work closely
with buyers and fishermen to time harvests for fish quality and market demands to the extent
feasible within biological constraints.

3.6.1 Distriets 1,2,and 3

The guideline harvest range for Districts 1, 2, and 3 is 60,000 to 220,000 fall chum salmon. The
department will monitor the run inseason by using the lower Yukon River set gillnet test fishery,
the Mountain Village drift gillnet test fishery, Pilot Station sonar passage estimates, and subsistence
and commercial caich statistics. This information, in combination with the preseason projection,
will be the basis for initial management decisions for Districts 1, 2, and 3 commercial fisheries. If
1998 fall chum salmon return as projected, a Districts 1, 2, and 3 commercial fall chum salmon
harvest of up to 180,000 fall chum salmon could be expected. The first lower Yukon River fall
season commercial fishing period could occur as early as the week of July 20.

As a reminder to fishermen, regulations require District | commercial fishermen to register for the
coastal “Set Net Only Area” prior to the opening of the fall commercial fishing season. Registration
“sign-in” sheets will be available at Lower Yukon Area village post offices and at the department’s
field office in Emmonak. A new regulation now allows fisherman to transfer into and out of the Set
Net Only Area. After initial registration for the Set Net Only Area, a permit holder may not
commercially fish for salmon in the remainder of District 1, or in another district until 72 hours
after re-registration with a Department of Fish and Game employee. The re-regisiration and 72-hour
waiting period begin at the time that notification is received and noted by the department. After the
first fall season commercial fishing period, a permit holder not registered for the Set Net Only Area,
may transfer to the Set Net Only Area after re-registration with a Department of Fish and Game
employee. The re-registration and 72-hour waiting period begin at the time that notification is
recetved and noted by the department.

3.6.2 District 4

District 4 fall season commercial fishing activities are allowed only in Subdistricts 4-B and 4-C.
Current regulations do not proviae for a commercial fall season in Subdistrict 4-A. The Subdistricts
4-B and 4-C guideline harvest range is 5,000 to 40,000 fall chum salmon. Based on the preseason
projection, a commercial harvest of up to 31.000 fall chum salmon may be taken in Subdistricts 4-B
and 4-C. In years with average run timing and a commercially harvestable surplus, the first
commercial fishing period normally occurs in early to mid-August.

3.6.3 District 5

The upper portion of District 5, referred to as Subdistrict 5-D, is managed separately from
Subdistricts 5-A, 5-B, and 5-C. Subdistricts 3-A, 5-B, and 5-C have a guideline harvest range of
4,000 to 36,000 fall chum salmon. Based on the preseason projection, a commercial harvest of up
to 28,000 fall chum salmon may be taken in Subdistricts 5-A, 5-B, and 5-C. In years with average
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run timing and a commercially harvestable surplus, the first fall commercial fishing period
normally occurs in mid-August. It is believed the majonity of fall chum and coho salmon harvested
in Subdistrict 5-A are bound for the Tanana River. particularly as the season progresses in time. In
the event commercial fishing activities continue into September in Subdistricts 5-A, 5-B, and 5-C,
the status of Tanana River drainage salmon stocks will be taken into consideration in management
of the Subdistrict 5-A commercial fishery.

For Subdistrict 5-D, the Board of Fisheries established a separate guideline harvest range of 1,000
10 4,000 fall chum salmon. Based on the preseason projection, a commercial harvest of up to 3,000
fall chum salmon may be taken in Subdistrict 5-D. In years with average run timing, the first fall
commercial fishing period in Subdistrict 5-D normmally occurs in late August or early September.

3.6.4 District6

Tanana River inseason run strength indicators include test fish catches from a fish wheel located on
the south bank of the Yukon River near the village of Tanana and from Tanana River test fish
wheels located near the mouth of the Kantishna River and near the village of Nenana The
performance of subsistence, personal use, and commercial fisheries are also taken into
consideration.

Additionally. for the fourth consecutive year, the department will conduct an upper Tanana River
drainage fall chum salmon tagging and recapture study. The project provides an inseason Tanana
River drainage population estimate for fall chum salmon upstream of the confluence with the
Kantishna River. The Tanana River tagging project shows promise as an inseason run strength and
timing indicator. However, as with any project in the early years of operation, the data collected
will have limited use in salmon management decisions. Utility of the Tanana River tagging project
will continue to grow with each successful year of operation.

The department will initially manage the fall season in District 6 on the basis of fall chum salmon
guideline harvest ranges and the run strength and timing of the overall Yukon River fall chum
salmon return. However, dependent on nseason Tanana River fall chum salmon run strength and
timing indicators, the department does have the authority to manage District 6 for a different level
within the guideline harvest range or to exceed the guitdeline harvest range. Due to the limited
inseason run assessment tools currently available. the department will be conservative in
management of District 6 fisheries.

District 6 has a guideline harvest range of 2,750 to 20,500 fall chum salmon. Based on the
preseason projection, a commercial harvest of up to 16,000 fall chum salmon may be taken in
District 6. In years with average run timing and a commercially harvestable surplus, the first fall
season commercial salmon fishing period normally occurs in early to mid-September.

3.6.5 Toklat River Fall Chum Salmon Rebuilding Plan
The Board of Fishenes also reviewed and modified The Toklat River Fall Chum Salmon Rebuilding

Management Plan during the December 1997 meeting. The modified plan will be in effect through
the 2000 fishing season. Parent year escapements for 4-year-olds returning in 1998 and 1999 were



above the minimum biological escapement goal. In recognition of the good parent year
escapement, the board removed many of the restrictive elements of the Toklat River rebuilding
management plan for the 1998 season. Regulatory language was also added that if the biological
escapement goal is met in 1998, these same restrictive elements of the rebuilding plan removed for
the 1998 season, will also be removed for the 1999 season.

Regulations and permit stipulations continue to require a Kantishna River subsistence salmon
fishing permit to participate in this fishery. Permits are available at the department’s office in
Fairbanks.

3.6.6 Coho Salmon

Yukon River cohio salmon have a slightly later, but overlapping, run timing with that of the fall
chum salmon run, which complicates the fall season management program. Fall chum salmon are
the primary species of management concern during the fall season. No commercial guideline
harvest ranges have been established for coho salmon. However, the Yukon River Drainage
Fisheries Association's Proposal 173 was tabled by the Alaska Board of Fishenes durnng its
December 1997 meeting. Proposal 173 requested the development of a Yukon River coho salmon
management plan, which would allow a directed coho salmon commercial fisheries under special
situations. It is anticipated that the board will review this proposal during its meeting in Homer in
November 1998. Currently, commercial harvest of coho salmon is a function of the timing,
frequency, and duration of periods established for the more numerous fall chum salmon. Any
commercial harvest of coho salmon in 1998 will be largely dependent upon the abundance of fall
chum salmon and accompanying management strategies to harvest fall chum salmon.

4.0 U.S./CANADA YUKON RIVER SALMON PANEL AND NEGOTIATIONS

Negotiations were initiated in 1985 between the U.S. and Canada regarding a Yukon River
salmon treaty. The purpose of these negotiations is to develop between the U.S. and Canada the
coordinated conservation and management of salmon stocks that spawn in the Yukon River
drainage in Canada.

In the early to mid-1990s, it was realized that, while reaching a comprehensive long term
agreement remained a formidable challenge because of some key unresolved issues, there would
be benefits that could be realized by more formally implementing the areas of agreement to date.
In February 1995 an intenm Yukon River Salmon Agreement went into effect. A UJ.S./Canada
Yukon River Panel (Panel) was formed to implement the interim Yukon River Salmon
Agreement. The Pane]l administers a Yukon River Salmon Restoration and Enhancement Fund
(Fund). Both sides have to be in agreement for any action to occur. The focus of the Panel is on
salmon stocks that spawn in the Canadian portion of the Yukon River drainage. The Panel
makes recommendations to management agencies in Alaska and Canada.

The Panel agreed to the first six years of a rebuilding plan for Canadian mainstem chinook
salmon stocks in April 1996. Recognizing the desirability of rebuilding stocks, the parties agreed
to an interim, minimum spawning escapement objective for Canadian mainstem Yukon River
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chinook salmon of 28,000 fish for six years beginning in 1996. The U.S. contribution to this
effort is to endeavor to deliver between 44,800 to 47,800 chinook salmon to the Canadian
mainstem Yukon River. The Canadian contribution to this effort is to endeavor to manage the
harvest of chinook salmon in the mainstem Yukon River drainage in Canada by all user groups,
combined within a guideline harvest range of 16,800 to 19.800 chinook salmon. The long-term
goal of the rebuilding program is to achieve escapements of 33,000 to 43,000 chinook in the
mainstem Yukon River in Canada.

For Canadian Yukon River mainstem fall chum salmon, a 12-year rebuilding plan was agreed
upon during the negotiation process to begin with the 1990 season. The objective of this plan is
to rebuild the stock by achieving a spawning escapement of 80,000 or more fall chum salmon for
all brood years in the cycle by the year 2001. The U.S. contribution to this effort is to endeavor to
deliver to the Canadian border on the mainstem Yukon River an agreed to number of fall chum
salmon. The Canadian contribution to this effort is to endeavor to manage the harvest of fall
chum salmon in the mainstem Yukon River drainage in Canada by all user groups combined
within a guideline harvest range of 23,600 to 32,600 fall chum salmon.

A key component of the interim agreement is a Yukon River Salmon Restoration and
Enhancement }':nd administered by the Panel to address the restoration and enhancement of
Canadian origin salmon stocks. At its April 1996, March 1997 and March 1998 meetings, the
Panel ailocated monies from this special fund to restore and increase saimon production on the
nver. Overall, approximately $1.3 million in U.S. dollars has been granted to applicants to the
fund. Applicants have included regional organizations, Native groups, private consultants and
others, primarily in Canada.

The interim agreement was initially put in place through 1997 with an option to extend if both
sides concurred. A number of issues remained to be resolved, and negotiations resumed October
1997, followed by another session in March 1998. The goal of the negotiations is to reach a long-
term agreement on the remaining issues and to incorporate the relevant elements of the interim
agreement. The interim agreement was extended through March 1998,

At the time of this writing, the interim agreement has not been extended beyond March 1998.
The department will continue to manage the salmon fisheries on the Yukon River in 1998
consistent with the repuilding plans for chinook and fall chum salmon that are contained in the
interim agreement. Specifically, this means that the U.S. will endeavor to deliver between 44,800
to 47,800 chinook and between 103,600 to 112,600 fall chum salmon to the mainstem Yukon
River in Canada in 1998, from which 28,000 or more chincok and 80,000 or more fall chum
salmon are intended for spawning escapement.
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5 AAC 99.015 JOINT BOARD
NOMNSUBSISTENCE AREAS. (4) The
Fairhanks MNonsubsistence Area is
compised of the following. within Unit
20(A) as definad by 5 AAC 92 450{20)(A)
east of the Wood Rver drainage and south
of the Rex Tradl but including the upper
Wood River drainage south of ils confluenca
with Chicken Creek, within Unit 20(B) as
defined by 5 AAC 92.450(20)(B) the Norih
Star Borough and that portion of the
Washington Creek drainage easl of the
Elliot Highway, within Unit 20{D) as defined
by 5 AAC 92 450(20)(D) west of lhe Tanana
River between its confluence’s with the
Johnson and Deita Rivers, west of the wes!
bank of the Johnsen River, and north and
wesl of the Volkmar drainage, including the
Goodpaster River drainage, and within Unit
25(C) as defined by 5 AALC 92.450(25)(C)
the Preacher and Beaver Creek drainages
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wre 2. The Fairbanks Nonsubsistence Area, 1998.




Table 1. Guideline harvest rangas ana mid-points for commercial harvest ol Yukon River

chinook, summer chum and fall chum salman in Alaska, 1998,

Chinook Saimon

Guidaling Harves' Range

District
or Lower Mid-Point Uppear
Subdistrict Numbars Parcent Numbers Parcer Numbers Percent
1and 2 80,000 891 90,000 91.8 120,600 829
3 1,800 2.7 2.000 2.0 2.200 1.7
4 2.250 313 2,550 26 2850 22
54.B,C 2,400 a8 2.600 28 2.800 22
D 300 04 400 0.4 500 0.4
B 600 (o] 700 o7 800 0.6
Total 67,350 100.0 98,250 100.0 129150 100.0
Summer Chum Salman
Guldeline Harvest Rangs °
Dletrict
or Lowsr Mld-Point Upper
Subdstrict Numbers Percent Numbers Percent Numbers Percant
1and 2 254,000 &248 503,000 52.9 755,000 £2.9
3 6,000 1.5 12,500 1.6 19.000 1.6
aa° 113.00C 28.3 225,600 28.2 338,000 28.2
48.C 16,000 4.0 31,500 39 47 000 38
E] 1,000 0.3 2,000 0.3 3,000 a3
8 13,000 33 25,500 3.2 38,000 3.2
Taotal 400,000 1000 800,000 1000 1,200,000 100.0

Anvik River Managemenl Area roe cap of 100,060 pounds ©

Fall Chum Salmon

Guideline Harvest Range

District

or Lower Mid-Paint Upper
Subdistrict Numbers Percent Numbers Pearcent Numbers Parcant
1,2, and 3 60.000 B2.5 140,000 71.2 220.000 EBB
48.C 5.000 6.9 22.500 11.4 40.000 125
5A.B8,C 4.000 55 20.000 10.2 38,000 1.2
S0 1.000 1.4 2.500 1.3 4,000 1.2
6 2,750 38 11.625 58 20.500 64
Total 72750 100.0 196,625 1000 320.500 100.0

Tha chinook salmon guideine harvest ranges have been m etecl since 1981

. Summer chum saimen guideline harvesl ranges were astabiished in February 1990
based on the average harvest shares from 1975- 1989,
Cr the equivalen| roe poundage of 61 000 ta 183.000 pounds or some camoination
of fish and pounds of roe.
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Table 2. The Yukon River dramage fall chum salmen managemen? plan, 1888

Recommended Manacemeant Achon
Fall Chum Saimon Derecled Fishenes Targated
Run Sire Estimate a Drainagewice
Commercial Parsonal Use Sport Sybsssiance Escapament
350,000 Closure i Closum Closure Closure o 350,000
or Less ’
| |
350,001 |
o Closurne Closure Closure Restnclions ¢ 350.000
450,000
450,001
to Clasure Closure Closure Restrictions ¢ 375,000
550,000
550,001
ta Closure Closure d Ciosure d Restrictions ¢ 400,000
600,000
600,001 Normal Retention Normai 400,000
to Closure Fighing Allowed Fishing or
675,000 Schedules Schedulas More
Greater Than Commarcal Normal Retention Nomal 400,000
75,000 Fishing Fishing Allowed Fighing or
Considered o Schedules Schedules More

The department will use the best available data including preseason prosechons. MAINSIEM rver SoNar passage astmates
iesl fishenes indices, subsistence and commercial fisheng repors. and passage estmates [rom escapement monilonng
progects lo assess the run size
The departmant may, by emergency order, allow subsistence chum saimon directed fishanes i areas thal indicatons)
suggest inat the escapement goal{s) in that area will be acieved.

The department may, by emergency order, aliow a less resinctive of a nofmal subsistence fishing schadule = ansas that
ndscatons) suggest that the escapement goai(s) in thal area will be acheved
The deparment may, Dy emergency order. allow personal use and spon fishing in areas that have nonmal subsistence fshing
schadules and indicaton(s) that suggest the escapement goal(s) in that amea will be achieved
When the projected run size is more than 675,000 chum salman, the degartment may aliow for @ drainage-wede commencsal
fishery with the targated harvest of the surplus above 625,000 chum salmen distibuted by Gistncl of subdistrict proponsonal
fo the guitains astablished in harvest range 5 AAC 05365 The depanment shall distribute the harvest at levels below the
low and of the guidedine harves! range by distnct or subdistnct proporbonal 10 the med-paint of the guideline harves: range
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Appendix A

Historical Commercial Harvest and Escapement Information
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' ipchycey e Begal saied of 1218 clunoak sabmen in Destoct 1, and 207 chincok palmen in Distncs 3
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Appendix A.2. Commercial summer chum salmon sales and estirmated harvest by
area and district, Yukon River drairnage in Alaska, 1967-1997.

Lower Yukon Area
District 3 & Subtotal
Eslimated Estimated
Year District 1 b District2 b Number Roe Harvest © Number Roe Harvest ©
1967 9,453 1,425 57 10,935 - 10,935
1968 12,995 1.407 68 14,470 - 14,470
1969 56,886 5,080 . 61,966 - 61,966
1970 117,357 19 649 - 137,006 - 137,006
1971 93,928 B6.112 50 100,090 - 100,090
1972 114,234 206,907 527 135,668 - 135.668
1971 a 221,644 63.402 463 285,509 - 285,509
1974 466,004 74152 1721 541,877 - 541 877
1975 418323 99,139 - 517,462 - 517462
1976 273204 99,190 9,802 382,196 n 382,196
1977 250,652 105,679 3412 359,743 - 359,743
1978 393,785 227,548 27,003 648.336 - 648.336
1979 369.934 172.838 40,015 582,787 - 582,787
1880 391 252 308,704 44 782 744 738 - 744,738
1981 507,158 J151.878 54471 913.507 - 913,507
1982 249516 182.344 4,088 435,948 - 435,946
1983 451,164 248.092 14,600 713.856 - 713,856
1984 292 676 236.931 1,087 530,684 - 530,694
1985 247 486 188,099 1,792 437377 - 437,377
1986 381,127 288 427 442 669,996 - 669 986
1987 222.898 174,876 3,501 401,275 - 401,275
1988 645,322 | 424 461 13,865 1.083.748 - 1,083,748
1489 544,373 343.032 7.578 894 383 - 894,933
1980 146,725 131,755 643 273,123 - 279,123
1991 140,470 " 175,149 8.912 324511 - 324,531
1992 ! 177,329 147,129 65 324,523 - 324,523
1893 71,659 19,332 463 93 454 - 93,454
1394 42332 12,6869 35 55,236 - 55,236
19395 142,266 83,817 0 226,083 - 226,083
19496 92.506 30,727 4] 935 1,534 123,233 935 124.767
1997 590815 18,242 0 0 o] 78,157 0 78.157
Five Year Average
1987-1991 339.958 249 855 6,820 - - 596,732 - 596,732
Five year Average
1992-1996 105618 58 775 113 - - 164.506 - 164,813

-Cor* -wad-



Appendix A2 (page 2 of 2)

Upper Yuhon Ares *
Dhisirict 4 Chisincl 5 Diistrict 6 Suirotal Total Total

E slamased Esfimaled Estimated E slirmated E ntirrealed E slamaled

Your Husmiser Ros Harvest ©  Number  FAoe Hervest ®  Munber Roe Harvest © Mumber Fos Havest © Husriber Aoe Harewsl ©  Harvesi

1587 - 3 1] o a 10,935 1] 10,835 10,835

1068 : - - - o 0 o 14,470 0 1440 14,470

ras : . 0 o o 1,986 0 GisE k-

1570 = E o 1] o 137.008 i} 137 D06 13T 006

1871 - ] a a 100, 050 L1} 100 0 100 D90

1972 5 - - o 0 o 135 658 0 135868 136 664

1973 . - - - - . 0 0 i 285509 0 FE5503 765509

T 27,865 2T @66 6831 6A3 13,318 13,318 48015 ] 48 M5 589 852 1} 580 BGZ 588 A9

1575 165,054 — 165,054 13897 - 12997 14.782 14782 192833 ¢ 192833 710,294 0 Tozes  Tio2es

1976 1,307 - Moaw 74 - T4 6.E17 6.617 218858 0 218.658 500894 [ Y 600 B34

arr 169 541 = 168 54t 1,374 1374 4317 - 4317 175132 o 175,132 534 875 o 534 B75 534 BTS

15TE 364184 16930 3104 aBE2  BOS 5407 34814 B2M 43050 @ AOIES0 28761 &EES) 1052228 2STE 1077887 1077geT

1976 165 430 IS MT 204 747 BEDE 1009 aEr 18,451 3 a1 22383 196 529 40 217 238 T4B rana 40217 B19 533 B9, 533

1980 147580 135824 263384 ask - 455 5 85 3282 38137 VEIET1 130106 22 AT 928509 13105 1OETTIE 1067715

1981 SA718 187002 330445 1,236 48 1285 32417 1887 34454 1431 (B3OSR 386 134 1006938 189068 1270001 1278704

1967 JBa7 151 281 257718 213 2 234 21 587 1.517 23314 25.457 152 819 a1 067 461,403 152019 77091 T17.013

1063 GE&ETZ 148 125 755 368 42 1 456 1,898 24,309 18 24327 31.023 148 8949 281,813 744878 149 959 595 455 B55. 459

1584 1008 1BEE4E  278.070 45 ar gaz 56.249 335 56,584 57803 167224 335346 566597 167724  BES0A0 65040

1805 12007 247085 437 48D 100 700 66,313 1540 68453 TOEI0 248625 495 635 516997 0525 @013 534010

1066 W0 JEGSAS 465515 650 690 50,483 2148 52679 51473 IT1ES1 518854 TI1469  FT1651 1188850 1186850

1887 i @ 121474 209 BOOD B2 Eel 405 10,610 450 11.060 40553 121.958 221268 443 738 121,968 E32 541 622 541

1584 24 081 25453 490074 722 e | 1,085 40 178 1,648 41775 64 902 256 535 532,934 1. 148 650 256535 1616682 1 616,682

1969 10554 281305 510244 154 373 sa7 2115 4871 46588 E0AZ1 8B 549 557757 SS5006 FBE543 1452740 1452740

1990 12 364 105723 222550 H 554 & 11127 ¢ 058 14,833 21,502 109 378 238,054 02 EF5 108376 517y BArATT

1551 £ 38 137 232 305 844 4 A 35 18147 4716 23,892 24 5823 141 978 3331571 243 113 14189786 558, 102 658 102

igaz ' 2650 110809 311384 102 95 430 5079 1852 7228 7780 112,996 216,054 W23 112996 ST 50577

f ] ar 22 447 42 957 0 o 0 3041 515 3.705 3,068 22,962 46 662 o5 522 22962 140,116 140,118

1554 gt EmTI? 171807 228 M2 484 2t 208 7H2B 31434 25048 G757 203505 80284 OTIST 28740 258,144

1995 BE73 281074 554,587 w7 188 18 24711 8475 37428 an@sl 290737 eI 58774 290737 WIAA1E BIBJdM4

1905 0 295150 510240 o 302 6 22360 18302 46830 20 MIBA 557466 145553 4759 88231 6EZIW

1987 2062 74331 124671 137 a Va7 14 886 2.0 25247 17085 B3 267 150095 95 242 B3 8T 28 252 28252
Frre Vool Awid S8

197 - 1 8 264 18 452 248 4632 Fe 1 Je0 545 443 2548 217 42 35 {63 BA1 AME TG B39 pas 181 BA Sr2 448 Hira 448
Frve Yen Avedage

1682 1995 334 155 Ba7 298 157 Ba 190 o 15210 76808 25 33T 18,391 167 655 323 Bl 182 Ra7 167 B2 4BE GG 4BA 616

4 Harves reporied o rescdeses of hah sold o e round and pounds ol ros. Aoe sales may inchuds some pink and chinook. ssimen ros

Chowrs nol nciude department @ fah sales
© AN pabes are freh n i round n Datric! 1 and 2 includes department fet frsh sales prio 1o 1988
+ The estinasled heressd & e feah pold o B rownd phus the sstimated namibes of lemales caught o produce the s sold In additaon,

Eia sstimated harves! for Dedncts 3 and 4 inchodes B sstimated mumtar of unsold males hanmested

4 i 1974, Diaiect 4 was subdivided 1o include Districts 5 and &
1 inchetas the g sales of 150 summes chum satmon in Disbect 1
# Dows ol wchode | 27 lemate sumimes chism sakmon sold n Subdistoc & © with ios dxirachd and ros sokd separsbely

Trumae lish are incluced o estuisied harves! 10 produce ron sold
Inchsdes e ilepal sakes of 1 072 surmimed cherm salmon

! Him.mwm-j]immman and 81 gummes o Saimon n Deghract 2
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Appendoc A 1 Commerczal fall chum saimon sales and estimatad harves! by area snd district, Yukon River drainage, 1961-1997

" - = — Upper Yukon Area
Lowwey Yukon Ares Diimtrict 4 Destrict 5 Dindrict 8 Sulctsl Total
Estrnated Estimaled Estimated Eslimaled  Estmaded
You District | Disiici2 Districtd  Sublotdl  Humbers Ros Harvest ©  Numbers  Ros Harvest © Numbers fos Harvest ©  Mumbers Fioe  Harvest © Farvwst
1561 42 4E1 - X - - - - . - - - - il 0 o 47.4E1
1062 51,116 : - S8 . . - - - . - . . ] (] [ 53118
1663 . . . - . R . - - - R - - o a a a
15604 B34T - - B.347 - - - - - - - - - [ o ] B.3a7
1665 22538 - - 22938 - - - - - - - - - a1 1] I8t 237
L] 69 A3E - 1,209 T1.045 - - - - - - - . - o o ] TiL045
1967 36,451 - 1B 38274 - - - - - - . - - o L] L] 38374
L] 45 B57 - Joea 52925 - - - - - - - - - a 1] a 52 925
1969 128 BGA - 1.722 130588 - . - - - - - - - T3 o T2 131,310
1970 200 306 4858 Jmes 208 449 - - - - - - - - - 1,146 o 1,144 209 595
1071 188,533 - - 188,533 - - - - - - - . - 1.061 o 1.06% 160 554
1972 136,711 t2 aag 1.313 150,922 - - - - - - - - - 1.254 o] 1,254 152,178
I 173,763 45,304 - 10,087 - - - - - - - - - 13,003 v} 13,003 232 090
1974 Y 176036 53540 852 230,128 9213 - 9,213 23 551 - 73551 26,884 - 26884 &5 48 0 SHE48 280176
1975 158,183 51,656 5380 215428 13,668 - 13,866 271 212 - 27.212 18,882 - 18,692 56 579 a &3 570 375006
LR 105 B51 21212 4,250 131312 1.742 - 1.742 538t - 5,387 17 248 - 17.948 25017 o 25077 156 390
1917 131.758 51.994 15,651 196803 13 a0 - 13,886 25,730 - 25730 18,673 - 18673 58363 o 58,383 57 986
1978 127 847 51,646 11,527 181,120 10588 17321 12,709 21.0186 5,220 26.238 13,259 3,687 16,948 45263 10,628 55,891 24aran
1979 00 406 aq n42 25955 273 403 dAE99 3,199 52,058 47 459 047 55.558 34185 7.470 41,355 130,543 18,4685 149 009 ITA 412
1980 104 B29 BIEA1 13510 204229 avare 47 32,325 4111 605 42,376 19,452 &8 19,520 89291 5020 a4 221 208 420
f21:4 167 834 154 BEY 19,043 341,760 12082 1,311 13,393 86.620 6,855 83575 25,989 3019 28,008 124,691 11,285 135,874 477,736
19687 g7.484 56,581 5,815 199 880 3,854 167 4,061 13.583 42 13,635 8,820 L] 7418 24,307 Bos 25,112 #24 552
1883 124 311 85,645 i0,018 220,034 4482 1943 6.445 41993 Q 43,993 34,089 3,101 37,190 82,564 5.084 87 628 307 662
1984 8,151 70,803 G429 155,983 T6H25 2215 9,840 24060 37 24117 20,564 56 20620 52,249 2328 54,577 210 560
1905 149,948 40,4150 5.164 175,602 24452 2525 26 977 25238 a 25,338 42 352 g 42,352 92,142 2,525 94 fiaT 270 360
1986 59,352 51,307 2,17 113 452 2,045 0 2045 22,053 385 22,448 1,802 182 2,074 25,990 577 26 567 1400019
1087 o O o a a 0 o [} 0 [} 1} 4] 1} v] 0 0 o
1408 44 o0 31 845 2,090 78825 15662 1421 17 083 16,969 o 16,069 21,844 1,808 1 E50 54,495 1217 87722 136,547
1969 T4 235 97,558 15332 TET 125 10776 Y4OT 15,183 18215 Jo85 IZ 104 45 080 7353 56 443 T30 14,7459 92830 200854
1970 25 269 3r.a7r? 1718 860G 48983 2351 8.166 .78 1.058 8976 43,182 J 7,535 50975 55,845 10 844 GE 18T 134,178
1991 59,124 102 628 %213 171565 37T V816 6,091 27155 1825 32.114 <8195 14,154 44 448 59,287 18,395 82,651 54218
1982 i} [i] a Q o o a o 4] 1] 1571 2.BD6 18,022 15,721 2,806 10022 19022
1933 o] a a ] a o 0 o a o o 0 o i} 1] o o
g o o 1] ] o ] o] 1630 [ 3,630 1 3,276 4 359 I&n 1378 T804 7,983
bt 74 348 90 B3 o 1TaaTe 28924 4176 BTN 9778 14815 30,033 67 858 9 55D T4 7 80 557 32,501 112 881 263 057
19 11829 T3 B51 1] 63 280 298 0 2918 11,6878 8,498 71,858 10,266 6173 17.574 25,062 14871 42,350 105620
1587 27 48 b T 0 51,809 2458 o 2458 2448 1194 ez a ] a 4,804 104 63 58,187
Frae Year Average
VEET-1E 40 A4 53822 6070 o, 18 T3 1158 8305 14,067 1L.TH 16,057 M40 EAT70 35,103 49, 762 B.0E] B0 464 11 180
Firee Year Avarage
1992- 1956 72 585 2d, 096 o 45 /8 1,168 Lri] 1.3% 5057 S48 11,104 16763 # 4,351 Faliil ] 4 504 10857 36 450 B3, 142

= Coles peparied i reimbers of Bsh sold inthe round and pounds of onprocessed ioe, which mey nckads small amounts of ooho sslmon roe. Since 1390, efforty wers mads o sepansbe cobo roe rom fall chon roe. Does not

michude departinent tesl ksl saies
¥ AN fexh sokd n he round  Inchudes deparmend lesh fish sales prior io 1588
© The edtsmabed haewssi = e hsh sobd 0 the round plus ihe gstmabed number of fesmakes 1o prodace M foe sold
@y 1574, Dastict 4 was subdivided 10 nchede Desivics 5 and &

iz nol wciude BEY lemalke sl chuem salmon sold in Subdising § C with roe extracied and ros sold separ Females are acoounied lor in (he eshmaled harves] o producs e sold
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Appenda A 4 Commencal coha salmon sales and esimated harssl by ares and disiicl, Yikon River drairsge in Alsska, 19061-1267

Uipper Yukon Ases "
Lower Yukon Ares ® Cisbrct 4 Destrict 5 Destrict B Subtotal Total
Estimated Esbmated Fatimated Estimaled Estmatsd
Teai fhstnct 1 Dhstnct 2 Diibnct 3 Sublotal Mumiber  Hos Hevest ©  Mamber  Aoe Hasvest © Murniser FAos Hareest *  Mumber Ros Hanest Haresst
1681 2,855 - - 2885 - - - - 2855
1082 22928 s - 22008 - . - - - - - - . - - . Pkl
1063 5572 . - 8572 ; ; . - . - - . . . A 5572
1684 2448 : . 2448 5 : . - - - - - - . - = 2448
1086 16 754 . - 18254 - - . - - - - - . - . 19 254
1657 BE2S . 1,422 11047 - - - - - - - - . - B 11,047
1054 13153 - 150 V300 - - - - - - - . . 13303
1969 13 660 E 1,008 14898 - . - - - . - - . - - s 15,093
1870 1289 - - 12832 - - - . - . . . - . 558 12188
1671 12185 - - Tes - - - - - . - B - : . 38 121301
1872 N.705 508 -ooRm 5 E - - - - - - - - - o 22333
193 34 p60 1.7 - 3aaar . - . . - E . g . o ECLT T
1974 ® amn3 L] - 13Bag o o 1,408 1,400 1,473 - 1476 24888 - 2.458 18T
1675 2.788 i - 2488 L] a 3 5 3 - =3 58 - 58 2,548
1978 4054 17 - A8 o ] 4] - o 1,103 - 1,003 1,103 4 1,103 5184
1977 31,120 5318 538 37577 o o 2 2 1.284 . 1,484 1,288 - 1.288 38 B3
1978 18,450 5,835 758 23,083 -3 a2z 1 t 3,088 - 3,083 088 - 3,088 28,152
1879 11 360 2,850 - 149 155 155 0 ¢} 279 . 2,791 2,948 - 2946 17165
1880 a829 26860 - 7489 30 30 0 o 1,220 s 1,228 1,256 - 1256 B 745
1861 13129 T B48 418 21308 4] o o o 2.284 " 184 2384 - 1284 23880
19837 15,115 14179 BT 38 15 15 o o 1.780 3 7,780 7.785 2 7.785 37,176
1883 4,505 2557 - Tas2 o o [} - o 8,168 - 6168 6,168 - 8188 13320
1584 28472 43 D4 &21  TAST 1095 1.085 a o T 888 - T 628 AT E B THY 81,940
1885 27878 17.125 T 4872 038 -] o o 11,782 . 11,782 12.700 - 12.700 57.872
1658 24874 21,197 783 4814 D L] o o day - 441 441 5 441 47255
1987 1] a a 0 a o o a 1] - a a - a [+
1658 36,028 34 758 1416 72205 2 2 8 ] 13,872 £ 13972 13,982 - 13ga? BB, 167
16 22 887 38402 apsa  B5aT7 3 3 84 a4 16,084 . 16,084 18,171 R R BY 548
Vi 12,160 16,405 e 29443 ] - [ o . o 11848 1 apaz 14804 11,548 4042 14604 44 7287
1991 £q (58 40 BGR 1805 ©6808 14 a 14 [/] o o 8288 4290 8774 a4 4299 9 T8 100 888
092 o a [ g 0 a ] o o o 6558 1,880 7.879 8558 1880 79719 7870
Vi o o a ] o ] o o [:] [+] 0 a [} o a o o
194 o a 0 a o a o o o [ 120 5588 4451 120 5588 4 451 444
1855 21 625 18,488 o 40113 o o o o o o 5828 27 5.000 58 2729 5,900 T3
T 77705 20074 o 4887B 181 a 161 o o o 1803 4EX 7142 3954 481 7.303 S5 682
1oar 1 450 13,058 D 34508 (L] o B4 o ] o o a 0 814 o a4 35320
Five Yo Aveiage
16871581 25054 26093 1845 52730 4 ] 1 18 D 18 0ATs - 10,827 LEE - 10Dan &2 a2
Fovm Ve Svedale
19971888 PS8 7852 0 17.r5A 2 B 2 o o o 1261 2885 5394 33y 2885 7 21085

* Sales repoited i purmibess of fish sald in e mund and pounds of e Sance 1990, sffarts were mads o seperats coha and fall chum salmon ros. Dows not include depatment tesl fish sakee
B i sales are feshoin e round  Inchades departmant 1est freh sades priar to 1988
U The esteristed haoves] s B kih woud i the round plus the estimated mamber of femates caughl lo produce the s sold

# iy 1674 Clesinct & was subdided o nchede Desbticls 5 and 6
' Dowss not include 438 lemale cobo saimon sobd n Dedrriet 8-C wath 1oe eatracted and roe sold separately. Thesa fish are included in estimated harvesl to produce e Sokd
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Appendn A S5 Crinook salmon escaperment counts for selecled spawning areas in the Alaskan portion of the Yukon River dramage, 1961-1597 *

Andreatsicy River Ak River MHulalo Baer Gisasa River Chena River Salicha Rover
Viest Irndex MNaith Sousth Index Index
East Fork _ Fork River Area Fork Fork _Mainstem River _ Area Rivar BArea
Tevwet of Populstion Population

v Asnal Wen Apfial Acrial v Aerdal » Aepal < Asrial Tower Arfial Wi Eslimaie = Aenal Aerial ¢ Estimale = Aeral Asrial
1961 1,003 1,226 ATE 9 167 266 # 2878
1862 BTG # 762 ¢ 8f a» 937
1963 137 ¢
1964 BET 105 450
165 344 @ 650 9 408
1966 361 an3 B3B8 800
1867 2758 3369
19648 380 383 310 7349
1apa 274 ¥ 2319 296 ¢ 461 9
1670 665 5749 368 619 1.882
1971 1,504 1,682 193 #n 158 ¢
19732 7448 582 ¢ 1,198 138 9 1,193 1,034
1973 825 788 613 219 am a5z
1074 285 471 ¢ 559 21¢ 161 1,016 » 959 » 1.857 1.620
1675 G4 301 730 123 Bi 385 316 h 262 » 1.053 9501
1976 18 643 1,053 471 177 332 531 496 1.641 1,473
1977 2008 1,499 1.371 28e 201 255 563 1.202 1,052
1578 2487 1052 1,324 498 422 45 8 1.726 3.493 3258
1879 1 180 1.134 1,484 1093 414 484 1,158 9 4783 43101
15A0 658 0 1.500 1,330 1,192 Q54 & 369 ¢ 951 2.541 6.757 61758
1861 Z 146 % 2319 BOT ¢ 577 @ 791 600 # 1,237 1121
15A2 1274 851 421 z2.073 1,534 2.346
1983 €53 # 376 9 526 480 572 2,553 2.336 1,661 1.803
1964 15730 1.993 641 1 974 % 501 494 1.031 a6
1985 1647 2,248 1,051 720 1,600 1.18C 7135 2.553 2.262 2 035 1 BGD
1668 1,954 1530« 3,158 1,118 3918 1,452 1.522 1,348 5,065 2,031 1,935 3,368 30311
1067 1.608 2011 ¥ 3.281 1.174 8679 1.145 433 731 6.404 1312 1,209 4771 1,858 1,671
1986 1.020 1,339 1,448 1,805 t.449 1.061 714 197 3,346 1,966 1,760 4 562 2.Te1 2.553
YO&H 13598 1083 443 # 242 . 2.666 1.280 1,185 3294 2,333 2,136
1850 2503 1.545 2.347 1,595 568 § 430 g EER S 5,603 1,436 1402 10,728 1744 3419
1A% 1,538 2.544 Ais e 625 767 1253 1,690 3.025 1277 ¢ 1.277 1 5 G088 22129 148350
15952 1,030 % 2002% 1536 411 348 PR3 910 5,230 825 7990 1.862 1484¢ 14364
1007 LY i 2.765 1,70 t 526 1 844 1.181 1573 12241 2943 2 BED 10,007 & 3638 1.562
1004 My e 7 HOY e 2139 913 v 243 G52 1,795 ¢ 2778 2,888 ! 11877 ¢ 1570 1,510 18309 11.823 11188
145 1 635 58419 1108 1 9EE 1,147 @68 21 1,412 410 4,023 5 680 3575 30ag 1316436 aava 3T
14 2555 0 Gid B3% 709 100 » 756 1,952 6,833 27233 2112 T &58 4 BEG 4 50D
185, 1,140 3.186 ¢ 1.510 3,979 2.590 4,766 1449 3764 13,390 * 3,495 3,303 18,3596 * 45T 9 45T »

1 S =1 400 {300 » 500 v =840 ] =B00 =1 700 2 5im
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_Appendu A5 (page 3 of 1)

E e ag e e = n

Aenial survey counts are peak counts only, Survey rating was fair of good unbess otherwise noled

From 19611970, feer counl data ane from asal surveys of varous segments of the mainstemn Amak River  From 1972-1979, counting (ower operated; mainstemn aenal survey counts heiow the
Liswsss weeies e 1o lower counts  From 1980-present, aerial survey counts for 1he river are best avaiable minimal estimales for the enlife Anvik River drinage. Index area counts are from
the mairstem Anvik Rreet between the Yellow River and McDonald Cresi

Inchidies mainstem counts beiow the confiuence ol the North and South Forks. unless othenstse noled

Chens Rrver ndex area for assessing [he escapement objective is from Moose Creek Dam o Middie Fork River

Sakcha Frver index area for assessing the escapeamenl objecive is from the TAPS crossing o Carbou Creek.

Incomplets andior pocr survey condibons resulling m mmmal o maccurale counts

Bom sureey.

Costa ynaremilable for moex area  Calcubstod from hstatic {1972-91) average mation of mdex area counts 1o lotsl river counts (090 1 0}

Tower counts

Marksecaptuie populahon estimate

Mainslem counts betow the conflusnce of the Noh and Soulh Forks Nulato Rver mcluded in the South Fork counts

‘Wew counts

Incomplee count bacause of isle insialiation and/or sarty removal of project

Data are predminary

Inbenm escapement goals  Eslabiished March, 1982

listerim escapement goal fod the entire Amak River dramage s | 300 salmon  infensm escapement objective for mainstem Anvik Rver between the Yeliow River and McDonald Crees s 5040

smon
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Appendix A B Chinook salmon escapement counls (or selecied spawning areas in the Canadian portion of tha ‘Yukon River drainage, 1991-1897

Whitehorsa Fishway

Canadian Mainstern

Littla Big Percent Border Spawning

Tincup Tatchun Salmaon Salmon Hisutlin Ross Wolf Hatchery Passage Escapamsent
oar Creak * Creek ° Rhver * River *° River *“* River “ River 9 Count Contributien  Estimate Harvest  Estimate
1961 1,068 0
1862 1,500 a
1963 483 )]
1984 593 a
1965 903 o
1965 7k 563 o
1567 533 a
1988 173+ 857 % 407 * 104 & 414 o
1969 120 286 105 334 a
1970 100 670 815 71x 6§25 Q
1971 130 275 275 650 750 B56 0
1972 B0 126 415 237 13 391 0
1973 99 27 % 75k 36 ¥ 224 0
1974 192 70" 48 & 273 0
1975 175 153 249 40 & 13 0
1976 52 86 ® 102 121 0
1977 150 408 316" 77 277 0
1978 200 330 524 375 725 0
1979 150 489 * 632 713 183 & 1,184 0
1980 222 286 * 1.436 975 377 1,383 0
1981 133 670 2,411 1,626 849 385 1,555 0
1982 73 403 758 578 155 104 473 0 36,598 16,808 19,790
1985 160 264 101 * 540 701 43 ks 85 805 2 47,741 18752 28,989
1984 150 153 434 1.044 832 151 % 124 1,042 o] 43,911 16,295 27616
1985 210 190 255 801 409 23¢* 110 508 o] 29,881 19.151 10,730
1988 228 155 54 745 459 & e 109 557 ] 36479 20064 16,415
1987 100 159 468 891 183 180 * 35 327 0 30,823 17563 13.260
1988 204 152 358 765 267 242 68 405 16 44 445 21,327 23,118
1989 B8 100 852 1,662 635 4313 F 148 549 19 42820 1rd18 2521
1520 B3 643 BES 1.806 6§52 457 * 188 1.407 24 56,673 18,980 37 699
1991 326 1.040 250 2017 1,266 " 5qn 41,187 20,444 20,743
1992 73 108 494 617 241 423 110" 758 " B4 " 43,185 17,803 25,382
1993 183 184 572 39 400 168 7 g68 " 7man 45,027 16,489 28 558
1994 to1 * 477 726 1,764 385 506 k2 1,577 " 54" 46,680 20,730 25,850
19495 121 3a7 a1 1.314 274 253 ¢ 229" 2.103 57 52353 20001 32,262
14996 150 423 1,150 2,565 719 02 * o5 2.958 35+ 47 955 19,546 28,409
1847 1593 266 & 1,025 1.245 277 a2z 2,084 24 53 400 15717 37,683
EOQ 33.000-43 000

- continued -
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* Data oblained by aenal survey unless otherwise noled. Only peak counts are listed. Survey rating is fair to good, unless otherwise noted.

b All foot surveys except 1978 (boat survey) and 1986 (eerial survey).

© For 1968, 1970, and 1971 counts are from mainstemn Big Salmon River. For all other years counts are from the mainstem Big Salmon River betweean
Big Salman Lake and the vicinity of Souch Creek

¢ Omne Hundred Mile Creek to Sidney Creek.

' Big Timber Creek to Lewis Lake

¥ Wolf Lake to Red River.

4 Counts and estmated percentages may be slightly exaggerated  in some or ail of these years a number of adipose-clipped fish ascended the fishway,
and were counted, more than once Thess fish would have been released into the fishway as fry between 1989 and 1994, inclusive.

| Estimated total spawning escapement excluding Porcupine River (estimated border escapament minus tha Canandian catch).

¥ Incomplete andlor paor survey conditions resulting in minimal or inaccurate counts.

= Estimate derved by dividing the annual S-area (Whitehorse Fishway, Big Salmon, Nisutlin, Wolf, Tatchun} count by the average proportion of the annual 5-
area mdex count 1o the estimated spawning escapement from the DFO tagging study for years 1583, and 1985-1983.

" Information on area surveyed is unavailable.

? Counts are for Big Timber Creek to Sheldon Lake

a Interim escapement chjective, Stabilization escapement objective for years 1990-1935 is 18,000 salmon. Rebuilding step escapement objective for years
1996-2001 s 28,000 salmon

' Counts are for Wolf Lake to Fish Lake outlet

* Data are preliminary
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Appende A 7 Sumimet chum salmon escapement counts for selected spawiing areas in the Alaskan portion of ihe Yukon River dreinage, 19731897 *
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Append A T (page 2 of 2)

fomal survey counds are pesk counts only, suney fling & fax o good unless olhersse noted.
Fromm 1972.1373 counting tower operated, escapement estimate listed i the iower counts plus expanded serial survey counts belaw the tower (see Bukis 1983)
Includes mansten counta bedow the confluence of the Norlh and South Forks, unless ofherwiss noted.

Incoanplede sisrvey andiod poor sunvey BMING of condimions resulled n mirsmal or inaccisste count

Sonar courd

U Tower count

* Mamstem counts belew ihe confluence of the Mot and Soutt Fords of the Mulato Rver meiuded n the South Fork counts

! wel count

¥ Incomphite count due to late installation andlor early removal of project of high waler events

™ BLM hetwcopter sunmey.

* Initenm escopement objectve

* Intesam escapoment objective for Noh Fork Mulato River only

¥ Consmsts of Clear and Canbou Creaks inlenm escapement objectives of 9000 and 8.000, respectively

¥ Dala are praliminany
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Appenaix A.8. Fall chum salmon escapement counts for selecled spawning areas in Alaskan and Canadian portions of the Yukon River

drainage, 1971-1997.

Alaska Canada
Canadian Mainstem
Fishing Mainstem Border Spawning

Toklat Delta Chandalar Sheenjek Branch Yukon River Koidemn Kluane Teslin Passage Escapement
Year River © River ©  River River ¢ River '8 Index " River ¥ River ¥ River ¥ Estimate Harvest Estimate
1971 312,800
1972 5,384 35,125 " 198 #'
1973 10,469 15,989 * 383 2.500
1974 41,798 5.915 89,966 ' 32525 ¢ 400
1975 92,265 3,734 " 173,371 353,282 ¢ 7,671 32 °
1976 52,891 6,312" 26,354 ! 36,584 20
1977 34.887 16,876 ¥ 45,544 ! 88,400 3,555
1978 37.c0 11,136 32.449" 40,800 or
1979 158,336 8,355 91,372 119,898 4640 "
1980 * 26,346 5,137 28,933 55,268 3,160 39,130 16,218 22,912
1981 15,623 23,508 74,560 57,386 ¥ 25,806 66,347 19,281 47 066
1982 3,624 4,235 31,421 15,901 1,020 * 5378 47.049 15.091 31,958
1983 21,869 7,705 49,392 27,200 7,560 8578 " 118,365 27,490 20,875
1984 16.758 12,411 27.130 15,150 28007 1,300 7,200 200 81,900 25,267 56,6337
1985 22,750 17,276 ¥ 152,768 56,016 * 10,760 1,195 7.538 356 99,775 37.765 62,010
1986 17,976 6,703 " 59,313 84,207 * N723* 825 14 16,686 213 101,826 13,886 87,940
1987 22,117 21,180 52,416 153,267 ** 48,956 *® 6,115 50 12,000 125,121 44, 345 80,776
1988 13,436 18,024 33,619 45 206 =2 23,597 ¢ 1,550 0 6,950 140 69,280 32,494 36,786
1989 30,421 21,3427 69,161 99,116 * 438345 5,320 40 3,050 210° 55,861 20,111 35,750
1990 34,739 8,992" 78,631 77,750 % 35,000 8° 3.651 1 4,683 739 82947 31,212 51,735
1591 13,347 32,805 " 86,496 °° 37.733°® 2,426 53 11,675 468 112,303 33,842 78.461
1862 14,070 8,893 " 78,808 ¢ 22517 ¢ 4,438 4 3.339 450 67,962 18,880 49,082
1993 27.838 19,857 42922 % 28,707 * 2,620 0 4610 555 42 165 12,422 29,743
1994 76.057 23777 " 153,000 ** 65,247 * 1.429° 20° 10,734 209 ° 133,712 35,354 98 358
18495 54513 " 20,587 280,888 235,000 * = 51,971 58 4,701 0 16,456 633 198,203 40111 158,092
1995 18,264 19,758 208,170 247,965 *ce? 77,274 ¢ 4,977 14,431 313 143,758 21,328 122 429
fga7 2 14,511 8,000 199,874 80,423 26,959 2,189 3,350 207 94,725 9,286 85,439
Eo * =33000 >11,000 >64,000 50,000- =80, 000

120,000 -

- continued -
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Appendix A B. (page 2 of 2).

B

Latest table revision Movemnber 3, 1997.

Expanded total abundance estimates for upper Tokdat River index area using stream life curve (SLC) developed with 1987-1993 data. Index area includes
Geiger Creek, Sushana River, and mainstem floodplain sioughs from approximatsly 0.25 mile upstream of roadhouss to approximately 1.25 miles downstream
Estimales are a total spawner abundance, generally from using spawner abudance curves and streamlife data.

Side-scan sonar estimate 1986-1920, split beam sonar estimate 1995-1996.

Located within the Canadian portion of the Porcupine River drainage. Total escapement estimated using weir to aerial survey expansion factor of 2 72, unlass
otherwise indicated

&erial survey count unless otherwise indicated

Tatchun Creek to Fort Selkirk

Duks River to end of spawning sloughs below Swede Johnston Creek.

Boswell Cresk area (5 km below to 9 km above confiuencs).

Excludes Fishing Branch River escapement (estimated border passage minus Canadian removat).

Weir Installed on September 22. Estimate consists of a weir count of 17,190 after September 22, and a tagging passage estimate of 17,935 prior to weir
installation

Incamplete andior poor survey conditions resufting in minimal or naccurate counts.

Fool survey.

Weir count

Total escapement estimate using sonar to aerial survey expansion factor of 2.22

Fopulaton estimate from replicate foot surveys and stream life data.

Imitial aenal survey count was doubled before applying the weir/aerial expansion factor of 2.72 since only half of the spawning area was surveyed.

Boat survey.

Tatal index area not surveyed. Survey included the mainstem Yukon River between Yukon Crossing to 30 km below Fart Selkirk,

Escapement estimate based on mark-recapture program unavailable. Estimate based on assumed average expioitation rate.

Expanded estimates for period approximateing second week August through middle fourth week September, using Chandalar River run timing data,

“ Weir was not cperated. Although only 7,541 chum salmen were counled on a single survey flown October 26, a population estimate of approximately 27,000

fish was mads through date of survey, based upon historic average aerial-to-weir expansion of 28%. Actual population of spawners was reported by DFO as
between 30,000-40,000 fish considering aerial survey iming

¢ Total abundance estimate are for the penod approxmating second week August through middle fourth week of Seplember  Comparative escapement

estimates prior to 1986 are considered more conservative; approximating the period of end of August through middle weak of Septernber.

Data are prefmmnary
Interim escapement ohjective

" Based on escapsment estimates for years 1974-1990.

uf:

Mirurmal estimate because of late fiming of ground surveys with respect to peak of spawning.
Incomplete count due o late installation andfor early removal of project or high water events
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Appendix A 8. Coho salmon escapement counts for selected spawning areas in the Alaskan portion of the Yukon River drainage, 1972-1597 °

_Andreafsky River

Kantishna River

Nenana River

Delta Clearwater Richardson

East West  Anvik Geiger Barton Lost Nenana Wood Seventeen Clearwater Lake and Clearwater
Year Fork Fork River  Creek " Creek  Slough Mainstem® Creek ¢  Slough River '@ Outlet River
1972 630 417 454 *
1973 3,322 551" 375!
1974 1,388 27 3,054 560 652"
1975 _ 943 956 5,100 1575 - " 4"
1976 467 “ 251 118 281 1,820 1,500 " * go*
1977 8t * 60 524 * 310" 1,167 4,793 7ag"- " 327
1978 350 aco® 466 4,798 s70' *
1879 227 1,987 8,970 1,018 * 372
1880 3! 499 * 1603° 592 3,946 1545" " 611
1981 1657 " 274 849 ™ 1,005 8563 ° 450 * 550
1982 81 1,436 " 8,365 "
1083 42 766 1042 " 103 8,019 " 253 88
1aa4 20 2677 8,826 " 11,061 1,368 428
1085 421 1,584 4470 " 2,081 5,358 750
14886 5 496 794 1,664 7 218 %" 10,857 3,577 146 "
1987 1,175 251 2,387 " 3,802 22,300 4225" "
1988 1,913 830 1,203 159 437 348 2,046 " 21,600 g2s' "
1989 155 12.* 412" aza " 11,000 1600 " 483
1990 211 688 1,308 15 * 8,325 proec 74 LR
1091 427 467 " 564 447 52 23,800 3, 150" "
1992 77 55" a7z 490 3,063 gogt ® 500"
1993 138 141 484 419 666 "* 581 10,875 3525 "
1994 410 2.000"° D44 1,648 1,317 "* 2,000 62,675 ™ 3425' " 5,800 '
10495 10,801 " 142 192 ** 4 169 2,218 500" 2972" 20,100 agas' "
1596 8,037 " 233 o" 2040 2171 2.416 ' 3668 *" 14,075 " 1125" "
1997 g 462 " 274 1524 % 1,446 1,464 1+ 1,006 °" 11,525 2775" !

>8,000 ©

EO

- continued -
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" Aerial surveys unless otherwise noted. Only peak counts presenled. Survey raling is fair to good, unless otherwise noted.

Fool survey.

Mainstem Nenana River between confluences of Losl Slough and Teklanika River.

Surveyed by F.R.E.D.

Surveyed by Sport Fish division.

9" Boal survey counts in the lower 17.5 river miles, unless otherwise indicated.

Boat survey.

Foor survey

Weir count.

P Expanded estimats based on padial survey counts and historic distribution of spawners from 1977-1980.

" Coho weir was operated at the mough of Clear Creek (Shores Landing).

* Incomplete count because of lale inslallation and/or early removai of project.

Data are preliminary.

Y Interim escapement objective eslablished March, 1993, based on beal survey counls of coho salman in the tower 17.5 river miles
during the period October 21-27.

“ An addilional 17,565 coho salmon were counted by helicopter in the Della Clearwater outside of the normal mainstem index area.

* An additional 3,300 coho salmon were counted by helicopter in the Defta Clearwater outside of the normal mainstem index area.

" An additional 350 coho salmon were counted in Clearwaler Lake Iniel.

* Survey of westem fioodplain sloughs only.

" Beginning at confluence of Clear Creek, the survey includes counts of Glacier and Wood Creeks up to their headwaters.
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YUKON AREA FISHERY REGULATION CHANGES

To keep Yukon Area salmon fishermen, processors, and other interested individuals informed of
current fishing regulations, the department is providing this partial summary of regulatory
changes and actions recently taken by the Alaska Board of Fisheries. This summary of actions 1s
limited to selected proposals addressed by the board during the December 2 through
December 9, 1997 meeting in Fairbanks. For more information concerning these or other
regulations, contact the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Commercial Fisheries
Management and Development Division office in Anchorage at 907-267-2171 or in Fairbanks at
907-459-7274. The following summary is for informational purposes only and is not intended
to detail, reflect, or fully interpret reasons for the board’s actions.

YUKON ARFA SALMON
PROPOSAL NQO. 150 ACTION: No Action Taken

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 04.XXX, 5 AAC 04.100, and 5 AAC 05.100. Requests
establishment of a new pink salmon directed commercial fishery within waters offshore
of Stebbins and St. Michael. Area of the proposed fishery currently is within the Norton
Sound-Port Clarence Area. This proposal raises the issue of intercepting salmon bound
for the Yukon River.

DISCUSSION: Stakeholders present at the December Board of Fishenes meeting
requested the board take no action on the proposal at this time. However, the board
agreed to accept a future Agenda Change Request (ACR) on this issue following a

comprehensive test fishery in 1998 to provide more data about possible chum salmon
bycatch.

PROPOSAL NO. 156 ACTION: Adopted as Amended

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.210. FISHING SEASONS AND PERIODS. Reduce the
hours that subsistence salmon fishing is closed prior to a fall season commercial fishing
period. Proposal 156 recommends that during the fall season, Districts 1, 2, and 3
subsistence salmon fishing be closed 12 hours before, during, and 12 hours following a
fall season commercial salmon fishing peried.

AMENDMENTS: Substitute language in Record Copy (RC) 94 was adopted. RC 94
contained a friendly amendment from the GASH Fish and Game Advisory Committee to

include Subdistrict 4-A in this proposal. The Department was in support of this friendly
amendment.

DISCUSSION: The Department was in support of this Lower Yukon Fish and Game
Advisory Commuttee proposal. Passage of this proposal means there will be 12 hour
closures before, during, and 12 hours after commercial fishing periods in Distriets 1, 2, 3
during the fall season and in Subdistrict 4-A.
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PROPOSAL NO. 157 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.220 and 5 AAC 01.245. Remove the subsistence salmon
fishing restriction which prevents a subsistence salmon fisherman who is registered for
the commercial set net only area of District 1 from using dnft gillnets for the taking of
subsistence fish in Districts 1, 2, and 3.

DISCUSSION: The Department was in support of this Lower Yukon Fish and Game
Advisory Committee proposal. The regulation restricting subsistence salmon fishermen
registered for the commercial setnet only area of District | was removed by the passage of
thus proposal.

PROPOSAL NO. 158 ACTION: Adopted as Amended

DESCRIPTION: 5§ AAC 01.220. Dunng the commercial salmon fishing season, this
proposal would remove salmon directed fishing gear as legal non-salmon fishing gear
within the Yukon River and the lower portion of tke Tanana River. Regulation 5 AAC
01.220 (f) allows set gillnets (no mesh size restrictions), drift gillnets (no mesh size
restrictions), and fish wheels to be used in the harvest of non-salmon species. Set gillnets
with a mesh size greater than 5 inches, drift gillnets and fish wheels are the primary type
of gear used to harvest subsistence salmon throughout the Yukon River drainage during
the commercial salmon season.

AMENDMENTS: A motion to delete set gillnet gear from this proposal carmned afer a
discussion on reasonable opportunity.

DISCUSSION: Board members noted some stakeholder opposition to including set
gillnet fishing gear in this proposal.

PROPOSAL NO. 159 ACTION: Rejected

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.220. LAWFUL GEAR AND GEAR SPECIFICATIONS.
Allow the use of subsistence drift gillnet gear to take king salmon in Yukon River
Subdistricts 4-B and 4-C, from the tip of Cone Point to the old village site at Kokrines.

DISCUSSION: The board heard concerns about limited fishing sites and travel distances,
as well as fear that drifting would change the traditional fishing schedule and could
increase the harvest of large kings needed for genmetic diversity. ADFG staff has the
ability to increase subsistence only fishing time during the commercial fishing season
under current gear spectfications by emergency order.



PROPOSAL NO. 160 ACTION: No Action Taken

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.220. LAWFUL GEAR AND GEAR SPECIFICATIONS.
Allow the use of subsistence drift gillnet gear to take king salmon in Yukon River
Subdistricts 4-B and 4-C, from the tip of Cone Point to the mouth of the Yuki River.

DISCUSSION: No action was taken on Proposal 160 based on the action taken on
Proposal 159.

PROPOSAL NO. 161 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.230. Remove the required placement of regulatory markers at
the upstream mouth of Twenty-two Mile Slough within Subdistrict 5-D.

DISCUSSION: The board noted local advisory committee support for using natural
markers to delineate fishing subdistricts where possibie.

PROPOSAL NO. 162 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.230. This proposal would allow the Department of Fish and
Game to issue separate subsistence salmon and non-salmon household permits in order to
reduce confusion on reporting harvests and to more closely follow the fishing pattemns of
individuals seeking specific species.

DISCUSSION: The board committee recommended support.
PROPOSAL NO. 163 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.240. Eliminate the requirement for subsistence salmon
fishermen to remove the salmon dorsal fin during commercial fishing periods in Subdistricts

5-A, 5-B, and 5-C and in the lower portion of Subdistnict 5-D, downstream from Long
Pomt.

DISCUSSION: The board noted that this regulation has not been enforced in recent
years and there 1s no evidence it is necessary.

PROPOSAL NO. 164 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.210. Clanfy and modify the Yukon River subsistence
fishing season regulation to reflect current management practices. This proposal
addresses three separate subsistence fishing season 1ssues under 5 AAC 01.210.

1) 5 AAC 01.210. (b) requires a 24-hour closure of subsistence salmon fishing to follow
the closure of the commercial salmon season in Districts 4, 5 and 6. Current regulations
allow concurrent commercial and subsistence salmon fishing periods. During the
commercial salmon season, subsistence 1s typically closed following a
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commercial/subsistence salmon fishiny period until the next commercial/subsistence or
subsistence only fishing period. Regulation § AAC 01.210. (b) 1s unnecessary. Currently,
buyers have up to 18 hours following a commercial fishing period to report the number
and pounds of salmon or salmon roe purchased. Typically, the department waits until
after the collection of verbal harvest reports to determine if another comnmercial salmon
period should occur. This process of waiting for the verbal processor reports before
determining the next course of action provides the necessary separation between the
commercial/subsistence salmon fishing period and the next subsisience salmon fishing
period.

2) As currently written the intent of regulation 5 AAC 01.210. {c) i1s confusing.
Subsection (c) allows the five-day a week subsistence fishing schedule inbetween the
chinook and summer chum salmon run and the fall chum and coho salmon run. The
regulation could be interpreted that the conditions under subsection (c) would only take
effect after the commercial salmon fishing season is closed. However, the intent and
curreni management implementation of subsection (c) 1s that 1t takes effect only during
the commercial salmon fishing season.

3) Regulation 5 AAC 01.210. (c) (2) incorrectly identifies the Innoko River drainage to
be within District 4. Since the Innoke River drains into that portion of the Yukon River
identified as District 3, the Innoko River drainage should be a part of District 3.

DISCUSSION: This department proposal provides for clearer regulations and reflects
current management practices.

PROPOSAL NO. 165 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.365, 5 AAC 05.310, § AAC 05.370, and 5 AAC 01.210.
Stmilar to the practice in Distnicts 4, 5, and 6, this proposal would remove regulatory
language that closes the commercial salmon season between the summer and fall runs in
Distnicts 1, 2, and 3. This would provide for more subsisience opportunities.
Additicnally, Proposal 165 would create a clearer regulation that reflects current
management practices.

DISCUSSION: The board cited advisory commuttee support for passage of the proposal.
PROPOSAL NO. 167 ACTION: Adopted
DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.368. ANVIK RIVER CHUM SALMON FISHERY
MANGEMENT PLAN. Re-authorize the Anvik River chum salmon fishery
management plan. .
DISCUSSION: The board noted YRDFA’s support for this pre-existing plan as a means

for allowing fishing of surplus Anvik River summer chums and reducing the pressure on
other Yukon River stocks. The plan was adopted without the sunset clause.
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PROPOSAL NO. 168 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.210 and 5 AAC 05.367. Update existing regulatory
language for the Tanana River commercial and subsistence fishing periods and season
opening to provide for consistency between regulations and to more accurately reflect
current management practices.

DISCUSSION: The board noted advisory committez support for this primanly
housekeeping proposal.

PROPOSAL NO. 169 ACTION: Tabled to November 1998

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.367. Allows management of Subdistrict 5-A based on the
timing and stock status of chinook, summer chum, fall chum, and coho salmon bound for
the Tanana River. Including Subdistrict 5-A into the Tanana River management plan
involves both biological and allocative i1ssues. Possible options inciude:

1) Allow only a Subdistrict 5-A subsistence salmon fishery. Do not allow a Subdistrict 5-
A commercial fishery. This option would provide for a more liberal and uninterrupted
subsistence fishing schedule (5 or 7 days a week).

2) Restrict the Subdistrict 5-A commercial fishery to the historical harvest level, or to
some other harvest level, when managing Subdistrict 5-A based on the Tanana River
management plan. The historical 1983 to 1995 Subdistrict 5-A average commercial
harvest was approximately 17 chinook, 22 summer chum, and 775 fall chum salmon.

3) Manage Subdistrict 5-A commercial fishery similar to that of Subdistrict 6-A.
Subdistrict 5-A commercial salmon harvests would be applied against the Tanana River
guideline harvest range.

4) Other options.

AMENDMENTS: The Tanana-Rampart-Manley and Minto-Nenana Advisory Committees
recommended a possible option (RC 86).

DISCUSSION: The board discussed subsistence and commercial uses of this stock and
concerns that the guideline harvest range not change for other subdistricts. The Tanana-
Rampart-Manley and Minto-Nenana Advisory Committees requested tabling the proposal
and bringing it back with a coho management plan after the February YRDFA meeting.

PROPOSAL NO. 170 ACTION: Rejected

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.XXX. Establish a salmon management plan for Yukon
River Subdistrict 5-D.
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DISCUSSION: Board members found no one at the meeting to speak in support of the
proposal. Subsistence fishing 1s already allowed 7 days a week. This proposal was
regarded as being (oo vague.

PROPOSAL NO. 171 ACTION: Adopted as Amended

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.248. Reauthorize and recommend the easing of or repeal of
the Toklat River rebuilding plan’s restrictions on commercial and subsistence fishing in
1998 and 1995.

AMENDMENTS: A motion carried to adopt board generated substitute languace RC96.
RC96 added wording that if the biological escapement goal 1s not met in 1998, the entire
rebuilding plan would be effective for 1999,

DISCUSSION: Parent year escapements in the Toklat River index area for four-year-
olds returning m 1998 and 1999 were above the minimum biological escapement goal.
Therefore, easing the plan’s restrictions was acceptable.

PROPOSAL NO. 172 ACTION: Adopted as Amended

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.249. Re-authorize the Yukon River fall chum salmon
management plan with no sunset clause.

AMENDMENTS: A motion carmied to substitute YRDF A recommended language (RC 30,
page 4). Recommended language would provide a buffer for subsistence fisheries when
managing the commercial fishenes.

DISCUSSION: There was agreement between lower river and upper river fishers, that if
the lower river did not go commerciai fishing, the upper river conld not go commercial
fishing. Although a provision to strongly consider terminal directed fisheries after the
year 2000 was added. The department supported the conservative approach the YRDFA
language recommended, but was neutral on allocative elements.

PROPOSAL NO. 173 ACTION: Tabled to November 1998

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.XXX. Currently. there 1s no management plan allowing
directed coho salmon commercial fishing in the Yukon Area. The fall season is managed
based on the timing and stock status of fall chum salmon. Currently, coho salmon sold
commercially are considered incidental to the directed fall chum salmon commercial

fishery. This proposal would establish a coho salmon management plan for the Yukon
River drainage.

DISCUSSION: YRDFA recommended that more time was needed to develop river wide
consensus on a coho salmon management plan.
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PROPOSAL NO. 174 ACTION: Tabled to November 1998

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.XXX. Presented an option for allocation of coho salmon
should they become a commercially targeted species.

DISCUSSION: See proposal 173
PROPOSAL NO. 175 ACTION: Tabled to November 1998

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.XXX. Presented an option for allocation of coho salmon
should they become a commercially targeted species.

DISCUSSION: See proposal 173
PROPOSAL NO. 176 ACTION: Rejected

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.360. GUIDELINE HARVEST RANGES. Prohubit the
sale of king salmon roe in the Yukon River.

DISCUSSION: Discussien of possible impacts to the stocks weighed against allowing use
of the fish taken within guideline harvest ranges.

PROPOSAL NO. 177 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.360. GUIDELINE HARVEST RANGES. Prohibit the
sale of king salmon roe in Yukon River Subdistrict 4-A.

DISCUSSION: Board cited support for the proposal from fishermen in area.

PROPOSAIL NO. 178 ACTION: Adopted
DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.360. GUIDELINE HARVEST RANGES. Convert the
Yukon River king salmon guideline harvest ranges into a2 management plan format

without making any substantive changes.

DISCUSSION: Proposal was viewed as a housekeeping measure to streamline and clanfy
existing regulations.

PROPOSAL NO. 179 ACTION: Rejected
DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.331. GILLNET SPECIFICATIONS AND

OPERATIONS. Increase the depth of commercial chum salmon gillnet gear from 50 to
70 meshes for gear with less than six inch mesh in Yukon River Districts 1, 2 and 3.
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DISCUSSION: There 1s no justification for increasing the depth of commercial gillnets at
this time, This is a relatively new regulation that has only been in effect for two years, and
the affect of the regulation is not well known.

PROPOSAL NO. 180 ACTION: Rejected

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.331. GILLNET SPECIFICATIONS AND
OPERATIONS. Increase the depth of commercial king salmon gillnet gear from 45 to
60 meshes for gear greater than six inch mesh in Yukon River Districts 1, 2 and 3.

DISCUSSION: The board was concerned there would be an increase in the efficiency of
the commercial fishing fleet. The present regulation helps spread out the harvest of king
salmon. Other concerns were that increasing the depth of gillnets would target larger
predominantly female king saimon.

PROPOSAL NO. 181 ACTION: No Action Taken

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.370. REGISTRATION AND REREGISTRATION.
Require commercial vessel registration and reregistration requirements so that a vessel
must transfer between Districts 1 and 2 in the Yukon River commercial salmon fishery.

DISCUSSION: The committee addressing this proposal recommended a resolution (RC
90) be submitted to the Department of Public Safety, Division of Fish and Wildlife
Protection to request increased enforcement of prohibition on the sale of subsistence
caught fish.

PROPOSAL NO. 182 ACTION: No Action Taken
DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.370. REGISTRATION AND REREGISTRATION
Require a vessel to be registered for either District 1 or 2 at any one time in the Yukon

River commercial salmon fishery.

DISCUSSION: No action was taken on Proposal 182 based on action taken on Proposal
181.

PROPOSAL NO. 183 ACTION: Adopted
DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.370. REGISTRATION AND REREGISTRATION
Clarify the district registration notification process as to when the 72-hour waiting period
begins in the Yukon River.

DISCUSSION: The reregistraton and 72-hour waiting period begins at the time that

notification is received and noted by the department. This proposal is housekeeping in
nature. It is a benefit to user groups.
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PROPOSAL NO. 184 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.370. REGISTRATION AND REREGISTRATION. In
the Yukon River commercial salmon fishery, allow District 3 vessels to reregister for
Districts | or 2, after a 72-hour waiting penod.

DISCUSSION: Passage of this proposal means fishermen from District 3 will be allowed
to move to Districts | or 2 after a 72-hour waiting period. Only one reregisiration 1s allowed
before July 15. This will give District 3 fishermen the same ability to transfer as Distnict 1 or
2 fishermen. No allocation critena applies here.

PROPOSAL NO. 185 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.370. REGISTRATION AND REREGISTRATION.
Establish reregistration criteria with a 72-hour waiting period in the set gilinet only
fishing area in Yukon River District 1.

DISCUSSION: Adoption of this proposal allows commercial fishermnen to transfer to and
from the setnet only area of District 1 to other locations within Distnct 1 and to Districts 2
and 3. This regulation had restricted CFEC permit holders registered for the set gillnet only
area from fishing in other portions of District 1 and in Districts 2 and 3. This proposal s not
allocative I nature.

PROPOSAL NO. 186 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.377. Remove the requirement for Districts 1, 2, 3 and 5,
and Subdistricts 4-B, 4-C, 6-A and 6-B to report, on a fish ticket, the number of salmon
taken but not sold during commercial salmon fishing periods. This proposal would make
it clearer to subsistence fishermen where to report the fish they take home for subsistence
use. Currently, Yukon Area subsistence salmon harvest numbers are collected from each
community by the Department of Fish and Game by either subsistence surveys or
subsistence permits.

AMENDMENTS: Substitute language on the last page of RC90 was adopted.

DISCUSSION: The reporting requirement caused confusion in the documentation of
subsistence salmon taken during commercial/subsistenice fishing periods. Subdistnict 6-C
commercial fishermen will still be required to report salmon taken but not sold dunng
commercial fishing periods.

PROPOSAL NO. 187 ACTION: Adopted
DESCRIPTION: 5§ AAC 01.220, and 5 AAC 05.335. In the Yukon River, apply the

same restrictions on the simultaneous use of personal use and commercial fishing gear as
with the simultaneous use of commercial and subsistence gear. Restrictions include
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fishermen may not operate more than one type of gear at a time, for commercial, personal
use or subsistence purposes and restrictions on minimum distance between units of gear.

DISCUSSION: This was considered a housekeeping proposal submitted by the department.
The board supported this propesal for clarifving existing regulation.

PROPOSAL NO. 188 ACTION: Adopted
DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 77.157. In the Yukon Area, clearly list regulations that affect
the subsistence fishery, which are applicable to the personal use fishery under the

personal use regulations. The personal use regulations would apply within the Fairbanks
Nonsubsistence Use Area.

DISCUSSION: Housekeeping proposal submitted by the department to clarify the
regulation.

PROPOSAL NO. 189 ACTION: Adopted

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.510. In the Yukon Area, specify that smelt may only be
taken for commercial purposes under authority of a permit.

DISCUSSION: Proposal submitted by the department primarily as a housekeeping
measure.

PROPOSAL NO. 166 ACTION: Adopted as Amended
DESCRIPTION: 5§ AAC 01.XXX and 5 AAC 70.010- 70.050. In the Yukon-Northemn

Area, develop 2 northemn pike management plan for subsistence and sport fisheries in
Minto Flats.

AMENDMENTS: Board adopted substitute language RC 93 which amended Proposal 166
to specify single hook to reduce mortality.

DISCUSSION: The board expressed concern about the over-wintering area and supported

cooperation between the department and user groups. Reasonable opportunity was
addressed.

AGENDA CHANGE REQUESTS & BOARD GENERATED PROPOSALS

BOARD PROPOSAL A. ACTION: No action taken
DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 05.200. FISHING DISTRICTS, SUBDISTRICTS, AND 5

AAC 05.350 CLOSED WATERS. Board Proposal A was developed in response to a
letter from the City of Kotlik to the Board. It proposed moving the Yukon River
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District 1 boundary from Apoon Pass to Coffee Point and repealing closed waters from
waters east of a one-nautical mile radius of a U.S. Coastguard light at the mouth of
Apoon Pass.

DISCUSSION: No action was taken on Board Proposal A because moving the
commercial fishing boundary to Coffee Point might impact salmon returning to spawn in
the Pastolik and Pastoliak Rivers.

ACR NO. 26 ACTION: Tabled until January 1999

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 01.220. LAWFUL GEAR AND GEAR SPECIFICATIONS.
Allow rod and reel as legal gear for subsistence fishing in the AVCP Region.

DISCUSSION: The board considered this to be a major 1ssue with statewide implications,
requiring a more comprehensive process than that of an Agenda Change Request. It was
tabled to allow time for study and public involvement. The board discussed a board work
group and how to fund it, and whether to expand focus beyond the AVCP Region.

CAPE ROMANZOF HERRING

PROPOSAL NO. 151 ACTION: Rejected

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 27.287. SUPER-EXCLUSIVE USE AREAS. In the Norton
Sound and Cape Romanzof commercial hemng fishenes, allow super-exclusive and

nonexclusive CFEC permit holders to participate in other commercial herring fisheries as
deckhands.

DISCUSSION: The board considered opposition from advisory commuittees and the effects
of weakening super-exclusive use provisions,

PROPOSAL NO. 190 ACTION: Rejected

DESCRIPTION: 5 AAC 27.950. WATERS CLOSED TO HERRING FISHING.
Repeal all closed water areas of the Cape Romanzof District commercial herring fishery.

DISCUSSION: The board stated the proposal had good intentions but needs consent
from the villages of Hooper Bay, Chevak and Scammon Bay. Chevak and Hooper Bay
fishers opposed this proposal citing safety concerns. There was concern for enforcement
problems if the area was opened because subsistence caught herring might be sold. The
proposed area would overlap the subsistence herring fishing area of Scammon Bay. The
department already has the authority to open outside waters by emergency order if
necessary. The proposal may result in allocation issues between fishermen.
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