






























PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND SALMON AND HERRING FISHERIES

MANAGEMENT AREA DESCRIPTION

The Prince William Sound (PWS) management area encompasses all coastal waters and inland drainages
entering the northcentral Gulf of Alaska between Cape Suckling and Cape Fairfield (Appendix A.I.). The
area includes the Bering River, Copper River and all of Prince William Sound with a total adjacent land
area of approximately 38,000 square miles.

The Prince William Sound salmon management area is divided into eleven management districts that
correspond to the local geography and distribution of the five species of salmon harvested by the
commercial fishery. The management objective for all districts is the achievement of desired escapement
goals for the major species while allowing for the orderly harvest of all fish surplus to spawning
requirements. In addition, the department follows regulatory management plans to manage fisheries and
assist private non-profit (PNP) hatcheries in achieving cost recovery and brood stock objectives.

Gear types for the salmon fishery include purse seine, drift and set gillnets. Drift gillnet fishermen are
the most numerous and are permitted to fish in the Bering River, Copper River, Coghill, Unakwik and
Eshamy districts. During the 1992 season, 528 drift gillnet permit holders participated at least some time
during the season. Set gillnet gear is legal only in the Eshamy district and 30 set gillnet fishermen
participated in the fishery this season. Purse seine gear is legal in the Eastern, Northern, Unakwik,
Coghill, Northwestern, Southwestern, Montague and Southeastern Districts. A total of 207 permits were
active during the 1992 season.

Five herring fisheries occur in the area during the year. The management objective for herring is to target
fisheries on a high quality segment of the biomass. All of the herring fisheries are managed by a
guideline harvest leveL

OVERVIEW OF AREA WIDE FISHERIES

The Prince William Sound Area commercial salmon harvest for 1992 was the smallest since 1978 with
11.4 million fish harvested, all species combined (Appendix A.2.). Pink salmon composed 75.7% of the
season's harvest and was followed in abundance by sockeye salmon 15.5%, coho salmon 5.4%, chum
salmon 2.9% and less than 1% chinook salmon.

The sockeye salmon harvest in the Copper River District was above the long term average. The sockeye
escapement goal was achieved for the upper Copper River, however slightly less than desired escapement
occurred on the Copper River Delta. Sockeye harvest in the Bering River District was average and
escapement was above average. The harvest of coho salmon in the Copper and Bering River Districts was
average, however escapement of coho salmon in both districts was below average. The sockeye salmon
escapement goal was achieved at Eshamy and Coghill Lakes. The 1992 escapement goal for Coghill Lake
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