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Yakutat Area Set Gillnet - I990 

A map of the Yakutat area is illustrated in Figure 1. The Yakutat set gillnet fishery produced a 

cumulative catch of 530,667 salmon (Table l), which was 29% above the recent 10-year average (Table 
2) and the second highest production for the area since 1941. Only three years since 1941 have produced 
a cumulative catch of over 500,000 salmon. Sockeye made up 65% of the year's harvest, while coho 
accounted for 28%. Catches of pink and chum salmon were far below average. The chinook harvest was, 
52% below average, but was affected by various restrictions, particularly the non-sale of chinook in the 
Situk and Lost rivers. The average sctnet income of $27,911 was 29% above the previous 10-year average 
(Table 3). 

Sockeye Salmon 

The sockeye harvest of 344,461 was 81 5% abovc the rccent 10-year average (Table 2) and the highest catch 
since 1938. The East and Situk rivers combined for 73% of the total harvest. The East River catch of 
161,378 was 76% above the rccent 10-ycar avcrdgc. and was the second highest catch on record for the 
river. Thc rctum-per-spawner from rhc parcnl ycar escapement of 44,000 was about 4.6:l. The Situk 
River catch of 90,735 was thc sccond hlghcsl catch in 23 years. As for the past three years, lower 
escapcment goals allowed an incrcasc in ovcrrrll fishing time. The Situk Weir was washed out by a flood 
on July 28. A total of 61,375 sockcyc h ~ d  prixscd through as of that date, and the final escapement was 
estimated to be 70,000, exceeding thc cscapcrncnt goal. The rctum-per-spawner was approximately 1.8:l. 

The Alsek River catch of 16,852 sockc)c uas Ihc sccond highest catch in the past eight years, but was 
still 3% below the previous 10-ycar avcrJgc Thc Klukshu Weir escapement of 25,500 was 37% above 
the recent 10-year average. An updrt~cd Al\cL abundance model, used for the first time in 1990, 
accurately predicted the Klukshu cscapcmcnl Thc Yikutat Bay harvest of 41,858 sockeye was 145% 
above the reccnt 10-year avcrdgc. and cu.ccdcd ~ h c  previous high catch (33,677 in 1942) by over 8,000 
fish. The combined Manby fishcrics clt~ctl ol  25.hh6 was sccond only to the 1989 harvest, and was 113% 
above average. The Akwe Rivcr catch of 7.OC)6 xockcyc was not only 67% below the previous 10-year 
average. but was also the lowcst calch 1\111ic 107h: 

Coho Salmon 

The coho harvest of 148,890 was 0.5% abovc thc rcccnt 10-year average (Table 2). The Situk-Ahmklin 
fishery, with a catch of 45,075, and thc Tsiu Rivcr fishery, with a catch of 33,785, were the peak 
producers. The combined catch for rhc rko rivcrs accountcd for 53% of the total harvest. For only the 



third time in the past 13 years. the coho catch in the Situk exceeded that of the Tsiu. The Yakataga 
District, including the Tsiu, Kaliakh, Kiklukh, and Tashalich Rivers, accounted for 33% of the total area 
catch. Those areas producing above average coho catches in 1990 included the Situk, East, and Kaliakh 
Rivers, along with Yakutat Bay and the combined Manby fisheries. The Alsek, Akwe, Italio, Lost, 
Yahtse, and Tsiu Rivers were all below average in harvest. 

Escapement counts ranged from below to above average, depending on the area. All streams from Cape 
Yakataga to one-half mile west of the Yahtse, except Jetty Creek and Priest River, remained closed to 
commercial fishing in 1990. Jetty Creek and Priest River, though open, were not fished. 

Chinook Salmon 

The chinook harvest of 664 was 52% below the recent 10-year average (Table 2). Harvest levels were 
affected by chinook salmon conservation mcasurcs. The non-sale of chinook for the Situk and Lost Rivers 
was in effect for the entire season. A rccruitmcnt curve showed escapement goals would not be met, and 
during the entire commercial season fishcrmcn were urged to stay on their gear and release live chinook. 
The final weir count of 671 large chinook was bclow thc present escapement goal of 1,000-1,400. 

The Alsek Rivcr chinook catch of 78 was 72% bclow the recent 10-year average catch of 432, and was 
one of the lowest catches on record. A six inch mesh rcstriction was again enforced as a conservation 
measurc. The Klukshu Weir counl of 1.950 was 1 4 8  below the recent 10-year average. Alsek chinook 
did not appear in the East Rivcr in largc numbers; the East River catch of 45 chinook was 34% below 
average. The Akwe River catch of 193 chinook and Yakutat Bay catch of 304 chinook were above 
average. 

Pink Salmon 

The pink salmon harvest of 30.839 was 44% klow lhc rcccnt 10-year average (Table 2). Only 1,209 
pinks were harvested from Humpback C ~ c h  In Yahuta1 Bay. Escapement goals were met, and fishing 
time on Humpback Creek was cxtcndcd for lhrcc wccks during the pink salmon season. The Situk River 
catch of 23,895 pinks was 77% of thc tot.11 m a  harvcsl, and was 48% above the previous 10-year average 
for that river. The peak escapement count Inr thc Situk was 175,000. 

Chum Salmon 

Chum salmon returns were poor in 1990. Thc catch of 5.8 13 was 65% below the recent 10-year average 
(Table 2). The East River is the only major chum producer in Yakutat. The East River catch of 4,578 
accounted for 79% of the total harvest and was 67% bclow average. The peak escapement count of 1,700 
was also below average. 



Yakutat Area Troll - 1990 , 
" 

The 1990 troll season in the Yakutat area was characterized by early summer openings. Trolling for 
chinook salmon was open June 5-7 and June 21-23. The total harvest for both periods was 50 chinook 
(Table 4). This was the second consecutive year of June trolling for chinook salmon. The coho season 
experienced an above average coho troll catch. Most of the coho catch landed in ~ a k u t a t  (63%) occumd 
during Statistical Weeks 35-37 (Table 5). Overall effort was above average, with 137 vessels (30 hand 
troll and 107 power troll) (Table 6). 

A chronology of the Yakutat trolling scason is as follows: the winter troll season which had opened on, 
October 1, 1990, for chinook only, closcd on April 14 at 1159 pm with very few chinook salmon taken 
from Yakutat Bay, the only portion of the Yakutat arca opcn for trolling during the winter. Trolling re- 
opened at 12:01 am on June 5-7 for all spccics of salmon except coho, and on June 21-23 for all species. 
On 1 July it opened for all specics of salmon; howcvcr, the area off the Situk River mouth was closed to 
the taking of chinook salmon to conservc rctuming Situk chinook. Catch rates were high the first week 
but dccreascd in the following wccks, and trolling for chinook did not close until 1159 pm on July 22. 
The quota was not quite reached. One additional day of chinook trolling was allowed on August 23. 
Excellent coho catches over all of SE-YAK climinatcd necd for a conservation closure, but a 10-day 
allocation closure occurred from August 13-August 22. On August 7, specific Yakutat restrictions 
established by the Board of Fishcrics scvcral years ago (Figure 2) went into effect which make weekly 
troll time in state waters of Yakutat from approximatcly Grand Plateau Glacier to Sitkagi Bluffs the same 
as wcekiy set net fishing time on Lhc Situh Rlvcr through Scptcmber 20 (the last day of summer trolling). 

The chinook salmon Uoll catch Imdcd in Yakuta~ was 8.808 fish (Table 6). This was the largest catch 
of the past nine years, and was 115% abovc thc rcccnt 8-ycar average (for years with comparable data). 
Most of these fish were caught dunng thc' July 1-22 summcr chinook season. The winter catch was 
minimal. The peak weekly cffon on chlnooh was 18 hand trollcrs during the week of July 15 and 24 
power trollers during the weck of Augu\t 10 (Tablc 4). 

Trolling accounted for 93% of thc chlntwl, and 38% of thc coho landed in Yakutat (Table 7). The 
approximate exvessel value of troll-caught chlnooh and coho salmon landed in Yakutat was $1,200,000 
(Table 8). The total effort of 137 vcswh l ~ n d ~ n g  tn Yakutat was 65% above average (Table 6). Troll 
effort was concentrated in statc and fcdcr~l \sawn off of thc Yakutat forelands, but several trollers fished 
westward in the Yakataga District. off Itlc Tuu R~vcr. 

The Yakutat coho salmon troll catch of 8'1.7 I K u .I\ 20% abovc the rccent 8-year average (Table 6). The 
peak hand troll effort of 21 boats camc Jur~rig Stat~xtical Wcck 35, August 26-September 1. The peak 



power troll effort of 66 boats came during Statistical Week 36, September 2-8. The lowest effort occurred 
during Statistical Week 38, with a total of six vessels (hand and power troll combined). 

SALMON - YAKUTAT DISTRICT 

A lsek River 

The Alsek River sockeye run continued to show modest improvement in 1990. The 1985 parent year 
escapement of 18,620 sockeye through the KJukshu Weir produced a catch of 16,852 sockeye and an 
escapement of 25,995 (Tables 9 and 10). The catch of 16.852 was 3% below the recent 10-year average, 
but was the second highest catch in thc last eight years. The Klukshu Weir count of 25,995 was the 
founh highest cscapemcnt sincc thc iu installation in 1976. 

Early run sockeye returns wcrc not cxpcctcd to bc good and the Alsek was opened for one 24-hour period 
on Junc 18. This was one week later than ~ h c  1989 opening, and reflected the concern over the early 
portion of the run. As in 1988 and 1989. catchcs and CPUE were carefully monitored inseason to assess 
run strength for possible extensions of fish~ng timc. Fishing time was not extended during the initial 
opcning due to poor catchcs. Catch and CPUE improvcd from this point on and fishing time was 
extended to 48 hours for thc ncxt 1u.o becks. and to 72 hours for thc following two weeks. Fishing time 
remained at 72 hours per wcck through ttlc end of thc sockcyc season. 

A rcviscd inseason abundance model lor  thc Alsek was used for the first time and proved to be very 
accurate in prcdicting run strcngth and final c\capcmcnt through the Klukshu Weir. The old model was 
also ked .  The Klukshu escapcmcnt of 3.W5 was w~thin thc range predicted by both models. Deduction 
of the sport and Indian food fishcry harvc\t of 1.388 abovc thc weir lcft an effective escapement of 24,607 
sockeye. Aerial survey counts for Ihc T J ~ I \  R~vcr wcrc abovc average, and were also average for Basin 
Creek (Table 10). 

The chinook harvest of 78 was 7 2 9  bclou thc rcccnl 10-ycar average, and was the third lowest catch on 
record (Table 9). The harvest w a ~  affcc~cd b! the Iatcr opcning on the Alsek. The catch of Alsek chinook 
in the East River was also wcll bclow dLcrngc. agaln duc to its latcr opening (Table 11). Indications are 
that the chinook run strength was bclou ,Ivcmgc Thc Klukshu escapement of 1,915 chinook, including 
jacks, was 21% below average for thc yctln thc uclr h a  bccn in operation. One hundred and seventy-two 
chinook were harvested in the Indian food hhcry ,  which lcft an effective escapement of 1,743 chinook. 
A 6-inch mesh restriction was again cnlorccd In thc cornmcrcial fishery as a conservation measure. 



The coho catch of 1,437 was 76% below the recent 10-year average (Table 9). Catches remained poor 
throughout the season and fishing times were not extended. The Alsek was closed for the final two weeks 
of the season as a conservation measure. The preliminary Klukshu Weir count of 313 coho was far below 
'average, though the weir is usually removed prior to the completion of the run. Escapement counts in the 
Tanis River were below average, and average in Gines Creek (Table 10). The chum catch of 495 was 
38% below average. 

Range markers delineated the commercial surf fishing area on the east side of the river. No markers were 
placed on the west side due to surf action here. Markers were also used to close the mouths of Williams, 
Gines and Ernile creeks. 

East River 

Thc East Rivcr sockeye harvest in 1990 was thc sccond highest on rccord, with a total of 161,378 fish 
landcd (Tablc 11). The catch was 76% abovc the rcccnt 10-year average, and accounted for 47% of all 
sockeyc caught in the Yakutat arca. A pcuk count of 103 pcrmit holders during the last week of July was 
the highest effort ever rccordcd for thc East Rivcr. The return-per-spawner from the parent year 
escapcmcnt of 44,000 was approxirnatcly 4.6: 1. 

The commercial fishery opened on June 25.  Fishing limc of one 24-hour period was maintained for the 
first three wceks of the season to minimile inlcrccption of Doame River sockeye and Alsek River chinook. 
Fishing time was increased to two d q s  dunng the third wcck of July, to three days for the next three 
weeks, and to four days during thc third ucch of August. Fishing time was then maintained at three days 
pcr week for the rernaindcr of thc scason Thc opcning on Monday, July 30, was delayed 24 hours due 
to a potential escapement backoui prnblcm A tcsi fishcry conducted that Monday showed 90% bright 
fish and fishing was started on Tuesday. Cdtchcs in thc cnsuing 3-day period did not show evidence of 
a high interception of backout fish. 

As in past years, catch and cffon ucrc dl\  ~ J c d  bctwccn ihc thrcc user groups by fishing location: inriver. 
surf, and ocean. The inrivcr fi\hcrmcn h ~ n c \ t c d  approxirnatcly 50.8% of the sockeye. The surf 
fishcrmcn took approximatcly 30 6% ol t t ~  catch. and occan fishcrmcn about 18.6% (Table 12). The 
ocean area was fished only durlng thc pcah uccl.\ of Lhc run. 

Doarne River sockeye escapcmcnt count\ prwr to Lhc initial opcning were above average (Table 13). The 
East River escapement built stcad~l) unt~l .tn xnlrl survcy on September 3 revealed a final sockeye 
escapement count of 42,000. Addcd to thc catch of 161.378, Lhis gave a total return of 203,378. Parent 
year escapement was 44,000, which yicldcd lr rcium-pcr-spawncr (RIS) of 4.6:1, the fifth best on record 



(Table 14). The average R/S since 1975 is 3.9:l. This year's R/S was the best on record from parent year 
escapements greater than 35,000 sockeye. The 1991 sockeye run will be coming from a parent year 
escapement, in 1987, of 34,000. An average R/S would yield a total return of approximately 132.000. 
Allowing for escapement, approximately 100,000 sockeye could be harvested. An above average R/S 
would yield a correspondingly higher catch. 

In recent years, there has been an increase in the use of outhaul, or pulley, systems on the East River. 
Almost all outhauls are used in the surf area immediately adjacent to the river mouth. Three proposals 
will be put before the Board of Fisheries in 1991 concerning the use of outhauls. One would ban their 
use completely, one would restrict their use to areas outside the river mouths, and one would require the 
outhauls to be marked with buoys for navigational purposes. All three proposals cite safety factors as, 
reasons for making regulation changes. The proposals would apply to all rivers in the Yakutat area. 

The coho catch of 7,482 was 7% abovc Lhc prcvious 10-year average (Table 11). Normal fishing time 
of three days pcr week was maintained for thc coho scason. Catches dropped off sharply during the last 
two wecks of Septcmbcr and thc rivcr was closcd during the last week of the season as a conservation 
measure. Coho escapemcnt counts wcrc limitcd by inclement weather, but those that were assessed 
appeared to bc bclow average. 

Thc chinook catch of 45 was 34% bclow avcragc. Catchcs were again affected by the later opening. The 
chum catch of 4,578 was 67% bclow thc rcccni 10-year average of 13,733, and was the lowest chum 
harvest sincc 1975 (Table 11). Chum cscapcrncnt counts were also below average. East River chums 
accounted for 79% of the Yakutat arca chum harvcsl. Thc East River is not a major pink producer; the 
carch of 352 pinks was 58% bclow rrvcmgc. 

This ycar marked the second ycar In a mu of poor salmon production for the Akwe River. The total 
salrnon harvest of 10,960 was 49% bclou ~ h c  n'ccnl 10-ycar avcrage. The chinook catch of 193 was 26% 
above average and the second highcsl ch~ntmL catch on rccord. Catches for the other salmon species were 
all well bclow average. Thc sockcyc han.c\~ or 3.996 was 67% bclow, Lhc coho catch of 6,718 was 20% 
below, the pink catch of 11 was 98% bclou. 2nd ~ h c  chum catch of 42 was 90% below the recent 10-year 
avcrage (Table 15). Aerial survcys. again. ucn. of Iilllc valuc because of limited visibility (Table 16). 
The main river is glacial and thc fcw small clear tnhutarics arc dcnscly covered with brush. 

The Akwe opened on Junc 25. Calchch 2nd catch pcr unir cfion (CPUE) remained below average and 
fishing periods remained on rcduccd tirnc f o r  ~ h c  cntin- sockcyc scason. Fishing time remained at 1.5 days 



per week for the first three weeks of the season and was further reduced to one day during the third week 
of July and to half a day during the fourth week of July as a conservation measure. Effort on the Akwe 
tends to be a function of both fishing time and run strength. A peak count of 15 permit holders fished 
the river during the second week of the season and effort dropped off from that point on as both run 
strength and fishing time decreased. 

Coho returns were not strong during the early part of the run and fishing time was maintained on a 
reduced level of two days per week. Time was extended to four days per week for two weeks during the 
peak of the run as catches and CPUE were good. Normal fishing time of three days was maintained for 
the last two weeks of the season. Catches dropped off as flood conditions reduced.net efficiency during 
the last half of September. 

Markers were placed on the Akwe one-half mile upstream of the mid-tide level to reduce the problem of 
fishing mixed stocks of Italio and Akwe fish in the common mouth area. The catch of 42 chum salmon 
in the Akwe was negligible and did not indicate a great interception of Italio chums. Some straying of 
all spccies probably does occur, and it is possible that some Italio-bound salmon are intercepted in the 
Akwc River fishery. 

Italio Kiver 

In 1990, fishing on the Italio occurred In two of thc thrcc distinct channels, the Old and Middle Italio 
Rivcrs. Both were open for thc last four uccks of thc coho scason. Escapement counts for both sockeye 
and coho remained poor in the NCH 11aI10. thc main channel of the river, and i t  was not opened to 
commercial fishing. Effort was low uirh f c ~ c r  than thrcc pcrmit fished; therefore, all catch information 
is confidential. Table 17 lists catches for the Isst ten ycars. 

The Old and Middle Italio opcncd inlt~sll\ on Scptcmbcr 10 for a 2-day period. Fishing time was 
extended to four days the following wcch and normal thrcc day openings were maintained for the last two 
weeks of the season. Markers wcrc uhcd In tx)lt~ chrtnncls to delineate the upstream closed water areas. 

A peak escapement count of 1.300 sockc)c H(I\ hccn in the New ltalio on August 6 (Table 18). This was 
far below historical levels. Nine hundrcd of thc.\c wcrc sccn in Italio Lake, the highest count for the lake 
since 1986. Peak escapement counts of 2 .3X)  coho in thc Middlc Italio and 2,500 in the Old Italio were 
above average. The count of 450 coho In thc SCH lralio was below average. 



Dangerous River 

The Dangerous River opened on June 11, but was not fished until July 16. Fewer than three fishermen 
fished the Dangerous River and all catch information is confidential. Escapement surveys were not 
conducted. 

Situk-Ahrnklin Rivers 

The Situk-Ahmklin River fishery (referred to in this report as "the Situk River Fishery") recorded very 
good to excellent catches of sockeye, coho and pink salmon (Table 19). This fishery alone contributes, 
on the avcragc, 25% of the area's cxvcsscl sctnct value (Table 20). For 1990, this was about $1,200,000. 
Thc sockcyc harvest of 90,735 was 153% abovc thc rccent 10-year average and was the second highest 
catch sincc 1966. The coho catch of 45.075 was 29% above average, and the pink catch of 23,895 was 
48% above avcragc. Sockeyc and pink cscapcmcnts were good; coho surveys were hampered by flood 
conditions (Tables 21 and 22). For thc third timc sincc 1955, the Situk Weir was placed in the lower river 
and used for inseason management of thc sockcyc fishcry. Research continued on the Situk to determine 
the effccts of any overflow of Russcll Fjord (duc to thc Hubbard Glacier advance) on salmonids and their 
habitat. This ycar's efforts focuscd on lakc and mainstcm smolt population estimates. The National 
Marine Fisheries Service is analyzing thc data and preparing a rcport. Incidental interception of steelhead 
and chinook in the commercial fishcq was monitorcd during thc sockeye season. 

Chinook Salmon 

The return of chinook salmon lo lhc S11uh R~vcr in 1990 did not show early signs of strength and 
indications were that the escapcmcnt godl of 1 .(XX)- 1,400 would not be achieved. A non-sale of chinook 
regulation was implemented and rcmalncd rn cifccl lhroughout thc commercial season. All fishermen were 
asked to stay with their gear, and 10 rclc~kc lrvc chlnook. Approximately 48% of the large chinook that 
passed through the Situk Wcir wcrc ncl-ni.lrhcd, indicaling somc survival of netted and released fish. 
Whcthcr or not these fish survived to \ p ~ u  n I \  unknown. Fishcrmcn were allowed to retain dead chinook 
for personal use. 

The final weir count was 1,262 chinook. of which 631 wcrc large spawners, 496 were 2-ocean jacks, and 
135 were I-ocean jacks (Table 21). Fon! largc spawncrs wcrc counted below the weir just before the 
weir washed out, bringing the count or Idrgc spawners lo 671. This number was expanded to 700 large 
spawners by using migratory timing statistics. 



Sockeye Salmon 

Based on an analysis of the percentage of 4-year-old sockeye during the 1989 sockeye run, the retum of 
5-year-old fish was expected to be strong in 1990. The Situk was opened by Emergency Order on June 
11, one week earlier than by regulation, in anticipation of this strong retum. Concern was expressed by 
some sport fishermen that the earlier opening would negatively impact emigrant steelhead. Commercial 
Fish and Sport Fish Divisions cooperated in a project designed to monitor incidental catches of both 
steelhcad and chinook salmon. Commcrcial fishcnnen were interviewed about incidental catches at the 
buying uuck located on the river bank. Fishermen who were interviewed during the first three weeks of 
the fishery recovered 7 dead steclhcad. At the tirnc, the price for steelhead was higher than for coho, pink,, 
or chum salmon. Twenty-one steclhead wcre sold during the same three week period. 

Emigrant stcclhead were carefully monilorcd at thc wcir. A total of 3,619 were counted. A total of 3,351, 
or 93% of thc out-migrants wcrc through thc wcir by June 9, two days prior to the initial commercial 
opcning. With the exception of eight stcclhcad laggcd and released below the weir, no steelhead were 
allowed to pass downstream fmm the cvcning of June 9 until the fishery closed on the evening of June 
13. Steelhcad were allowed to pass frccly through thc wcir from this point on. None of the tagged fish 
appcarcd in the net fishery. 

Early sockeye catches were good, with indicalions that fcw steelhead were being intercepted, thus the 
initial 1.5 day opening was cxlcndcd lo 2.5 days. Most of Lhe 9,238 sockeye caught during this period 
camc from ncts located in thc Ahmklin Rivcr cnd of thc cstuary. These catches indicated strong early 
rctums to that system, latcr bomc out by vcry good cscapcrncnt counts (Table 22). Catches rcrnained 
strong for four of the next fivc wccks. and fishing lime was cxtcndcd to 4.5 and 5.5 day periods during 
that time (Table 19). It bccamc apparent thar cscapcmcnt goals would be exceeded, and the Situk 
rcmained opcn to fishing from 6:OO AM,  Sunday, July 22,  until noon, Thursday, August 16. During this 
same period, the allowable gcar wax incrcawd fmm onc lo two 20 fathom nets. Time and allowable gear 
were returned to normal in tirnc for thc coho fishcry. A pcak count of 60 permit holdcrs fishcd the Situk. 
This effort level was slightly sbovc avcmgc. bur wcll bclow thc levcls of the past two years. 

The total retum of Situk sockcyc was cal~ularcd by adding inriver catch and escapement to half of the 
catches for the interception fishcries in Yahurar B q ,  Manby Shorc, and the Lost River. The 1990 retum 
of 193,500 came fmm the 1985 cscapcmcnt of 107.(XX). Rcturn-per-spawner was 1.8:l. This was above 
average for recent years, but bclow thc Ic)SLI RIS of 3.5: 1 .  Run strcngth was not as strong as anticipated 
early in the season. 



The Situk River was again maintained in the lower river. A total of 61,375 sockeye passed through the 
weir before both ends scoured out on July 29 (Table 21). The final escapement was estimated at 70,000, 
which exceeded the upper limit of the escapement goal by 15.000. 

Coho Salmon 

Coho returns were strong to the Situk. The catch of 45,075 was the highest production for any system 
in Yakutat (Table 19). Escapement counts were below average, but flood conditions prevented effective 
surveys (Table 22). Catches showed good run strength, and the fishing time was extended to four days 
during the second and third weeks of September. Catches dropped off after this time, and regular fishing, 
times were maintained through the end of the season. 

Pink and Chum Salmon 

The pink salmon harvest of 23,895 waq abovc avcrage and escapement counts were good (Tables 19 and 
21). Approximately 23,000 pinks wcrc counrcd through the wcir, and the final escapement was estimated 
at 175,000. The chum catch of 283 was 30% below Ihc previous 10-year average of 404. 

I ~ s f  River 

Along with the Situk River. Yahutar 8 3 )  and Xlsnb) Shore. thc Lost River was opened initially on June 
11. The catch of 3,093 sockcyc was 29% rtbovc thc rcccnr 10-year average and was the highest in the 
last eight years (Table 23). Thc init~al opnlng w a  cx~cndcd from 1.5 to 2.5 days, and the river remained 
on an extcnded time of 4.5 days for thc ncrrt fivc wccks of Ihc scason because of the strength of the Situk 
River sockeye run. Fishing timc was rclumcd to normal for [he remainder of the sockeye season to assist 
the Lost River escapement. Early cscapcmcnr counts wcrc poor, as it is difficult to see fish in Tawah 
Creek from the air because of d3rk uatcr A pcsk count of 3.600 sockeye was observed in Ophir Creek 
on August 22 (Table 24). 

The coho catch of 4,922 was 29% bclou Lhc rcccnt 10-ycar avcrage (Table 23). Early catches were good 
and fishing time was extendcd by onc da! during thc sccond and third weeks of September. Catches 
droppcd off sharply from that point on as f i h~ng  cfficicncy waq affectcd by flood conditions. Escapement 
counts for the LosUawah syslcm wcrc cxccllcnr. A boar survey on October 1 revealed an escapement 
count of 9,460 (Table 24). 



Yakutat Bay 

The Yakutat Bay sockeye catch of 41,858 was 145% above the recent 10-year average, and was the 
highest catch ever recorded for the Bay (Tablc 25). The Bay opened on June 11, along with the Situk and 
Lost Rivers, and the Manby Shore. The initial 1.5 day opcning was extended to 2.5 days. The Bay was 
on extended fishing time of 4.5 days for the next six weeks of the season because of the strength of the 
Situk sockeye run. In keeping with the Yakutat Arca Management Plan, the Bay was not extended beyond 
4.5 days in any week, regardless of Situk River fishing time, to protect stocks bound for other river 
systems. 

The Bay recorded consistently high catches cach week over the course of the sockeye season. The peak 
productjon of almost 8,600 sockeye occurrcd during the fifth week of the season, but over 8,000 were also 
caught during the sixth weck, and ovcr 7.000 in both Ihc second and third weeks (Table 25). Effort also 
rcmaincd above average; a pcak counl of 42 permit holdcrs was recorded during the fifth week of the 
scason. 

Pink salmon returns to Humpback Crcck wcrc'nol strong, but very little effort was directed toward them 
and cscapcment goals were met (Tablc 26) Thai portion of Yakutat Bay containing Humpback Creek was 
extcndcd to 4.25 days of fishing limc pcr wcck for thrcc wccks to harvest surplus pinks. The remainder 
of thc Bay, including thc Monli Bay/Kh.~n[a,A )\land fishcry arca, rcmaincd on a normal fall fishing time 
of thrcc days during this pcriod Thc ; ~ K J  of thc Bay cxtcndcd is dcfined as south of a line stretching 
wcst from Eleanor Island and casr of  4 llnc \ln'lch~ng north from thc west point of Sawmill Cove. The 
p~nk salmon harvest of 6.178 for Y ~ L U ~ J I  BJ) ha \  82% bclow the rcccnt 10-year average, and only 1.209 
pinks wcre taken from Humpy Crcch i 7 ~ h l c  35)  A pcak cscapcmcnt count of 13,800 surpassed the 
10,000 fish escapement goal for thc CrccL 

Yakutat Bay is not a major coho produi.cr Thc catch of 5,472 was 76% above the previous 10-year 
avcragc and Lhe highest catch sincc 19C4 F14h1ng limc was normal except for one day extensions in two 
of thc last four weeks of thc scason CTdhlc 2 5 ,  Thc chinook harvest of 304 was 32% above average and 
i t  accounted for 46% of all scmcr ccluglrr chrnnoh in rhc Yrtkutat arca. 

Large range markers wen: uscd lo dcllric.i[c lhc warcrs of Yakutat Bay from the waters of the remainder 
of thc district. The markcrs wcrc 3 x h  i w i  p~cccs of plywood paintcd fluorescent orange. They were 
placcd high on the eastemmosl bluff or OLi.tn C.~pc. Thcy provcd to be highly visible and defined a line 
to Pt. Manby. Both the Dcpanmcn~ o! F~kti and C ~ m c  and the Yakutat Advisory Committee have 
proposaIs before the Board of F~shcnc\ 1 0  c\r.ihl~\h a l ~ n c  by regulation. The Department's proposal 
would cstablish the same linc for thc ~ 1 1 ~ 1  1ibhc.r) thal cxists to dcfinc the Bay for the troll fishery. The 



Yakutat Advisory Committee's proposal would Stan the line 112 mile offshore at Ocean Cape Light and 
then extend it to Pt. Manby. 

Manby Fisheries 

The 1990 season was the third year in a row of record breaking harvests for the combined Manby 
fisheries. The catch of 25,666 sockeye was 113% above the recent 10-year average. The coho catch of 
16,295 was 50% above the 10-year average. The total catch for all species of 42,049 was the highest on 
record (Table 27). Sockeye catches wcrc primarily from the Manby Shore outside fishery (20,735). 
Catches for individual streams were not brokcn out prior to 1986. 

Thc Manby Shore outside fishcry opcncd on Junc 11; the inside fisheries on June 25. The outside fishery 
remained on an extended fishing timc of 4.5 days pcr weck for most of the sockeye season because of the 
strcngth of the Situk sockeyc run. Both thc pcak catch and effort came during the third week of the 
scason. A storm during the sccond wcck of July causcd a sharp drop in effort and catch for that week. 
Suddcn Strcam was also on exlcndcd tirnc for two wccks of the season. 

All four of the Manby arca strcams - Manby Strcam. Spoon River, Sudden Stream, and Esker Creek - 
wcrc fishcd for coho in 1990. Suddcn Stream is not always fished for coho. The total Manby area 
strcams catch of 16,176 coho is wcli abovc avcrqc. Escapcment counts are limited due to the glacial 
naturc of most of the streams in thc M;~nb! arca. Thc pcak cscapement count of 3,000 in Spoon River 
was cxccllcnt. A count of 1,000 coho In 31anby Strcam was abovc average, and 250 in Esker Creek was 
avcragc (Table 28). 

l'ahlse River 10 Icy Bay 

Thc Yahtsc River coho catch of 7.47R u J \  2(  1% k l o w  thc rcccnt 10-ycar average catch of 9,333 (Table 
29). Lack of escapement rcsullcd In K ~ U C L ~  fi411ng tirnc for thc first two wccks of the season. Normal 
fishing time of three days pcr wcch wa\ rcwmcd dunng thc first wcck of September and was maintained 
throughout the season. Thc Yrth~\c H.J\ cy-x-11. h u ~  not fishcd, during thc fjnal week of the season. Late 
season escapement counts for thc Yuht\c ucrc k l o ~  avcrdgc (Table 30). Markers were again used to 
protect the main clear water spawning t n b u ~ ~ p  lh:tt cntcrs thc Yahtse about one-half mile upstream from 
the mouth of the river. Anothcr msrhcr  bout thrcc milcs upstream from the mouth delineated the 
upstream closed area. 



The Yana River was fished for the second year in a row. Fewer than three permits fished the Yana and 
all catch records are confidential. Peak escapement counts were the same for both years (Table 30). 
Priest River and Jetty Creek escapement counts were above average (Table 30). Markers were placed 
approximately 1,300 yards upstream from the mouths of both systems, and both were open, but not fished, 
for the last three weeks of the season. A flight on September 18 revealed 4,500 coho in Priest River and 
2,300 in Jctty Creek. 

SALMON-YAKATAGA DISTRICT 

The Yakataga District, including thc Kaliakh Rivcr, opcncd initially on June 18. The Tsiu River remained 
closcd until the coho season to pmtcct thc rclativcly small sockeye population in that system, but all other 
Yakataga systcms were open throughout thc sockcyc scason. There was no recorded effort for sockeye 
in the Yakataga District in 1990. Coho catchcs for Lhc Tsiu River were below average, while catches for 
the Kaliakh wcre above averagc. Thc Kiklukh and Tashalich Rivers were fished this season and added 
small numbcrs of coho to the Yakataga District's total. The total production for the Yakataga District was 
48,802 coho, 33% of the total Yakutat arca's catch. Thc catch of 48,802 coho was 10% below the recent 
10-ycar average for the District. Priccs paid on rhc grounds in the District are always lower than those 
paid at thc dock in Yakutat, and avcragcd 50.76/lb. lowcr in 1990. 

Thc Kaliakh was fished initially on Auguhi 20. tuo days prior to thc Tsiu River opening. The coho catch 
of 13,775 was 13% above thc prcviow 10-!c.ir avcmgc (Tablc 31). A peak weekly count of 18 permits 
fishcd the Kaliakh during thc last wcch o l  Augu\t. Only fivc pcrrnits fishcd the Kaliakh exclusively, the 
rest fishcd thc Tsiu, thcn switchcd to thc' K.111.lhh dunng closcd pcriods on the Tsiu. The normal fishing 
timc of threc days was cxtcndcd lo four J.I!\ during thc first and sccond wecks of September. 

Catchcs remained good through thc scconcl ucch in Scptcmbcr, but both catches and effort trailed off 
sharply from that point on. Fcwcr fish ucrc a\dllahlc (15 thc cnd of the run was not strong, and the river 
was in flood condition after thc m~ddlc ol S~pccrnbcr. Most fishermen departed the area by the end of 
Statistical Week 39. 

Escapement surveys for the Kaliakh arc Iirni~cd duc to thc rcmotcncss of the spawning tributaries and the 
fact that fish do not usually appcar thcrc un~il af~cr  thc fishcry closcs. A flight on October 3 revealed 



2,800 coho in the Kulthieth River, the main spawning tributary of the Kaliakh (Table 32). Another 650 
were seen in the main river at the mouths of smaller tributaries. These counts were below average for the 
Kaliakh. 

Enforcement was not the problem that it has been in years past. Despite the peak count of 18 permit 

holders, there were seldom more than nine fishing the river at any one time, and the fishery was conducted 
in an orderly fashion. A skiff was maintaincd on the river for use by ADF&G and F&WP personnel. 

Tsiu River 

The Tsiu River coho catch of 33,785 was 19% bclow the recent 10-year average (Table 33). The Tsiu 

accounted for 69% of the Yakataga District coho harvcst. The Tsiu catch was second only to that of the 
Situk for the Yakutat area. I t  was only thc third ycar in the past 13 that the Tsiu was not first in coho 
production for all Yakutat rivers. Thc rivcr rcmaincd closcd, as in past years, during the sockeye season 
to protect the small sockeye population. 

The Tsiu opcncd on Wednesday. August 22, for onc 24-hour period. The escapement built slowly, and 
rcmaincd slightly behind schcdulc for thc first lhrcc wccks of Lhe season. Normal fishing times of two 
24 hour periods per week wcrc maintaincd throughout Lhc scason with the exception of the first week of 
Scptcmbcr. A severe storm effcctivcly halrcd fishing activity for one 24-hour period, and fishing time was 
extcndcd one day during that wcck. Catchcs fcll off sharply during the second and third weeks of 
Scptcmbcr. Storms and resultant flooding affcctcd Scar cfficicncy, but escapement surveys from this point 
on also showed a reduced run of coho. Thc latcr ponion of the run remained weak, and the river was 
opcn for only one 24-hour period during thc founh wcck of Scptcmbcr before being closed for the season 
as a conservation measure. A pcak count of 29 permit holdcrs fished the Tsiu during the first two weeks 
of the scason, an effort levcl slightly bclnu avcragc for thc ~ s i u .  

Escapcmcnt counts for the Tsiunsivrtt s)\rcrn wcrc bclow avcrage (Tablc 34). A flight on October 3 
rcvcalcd a final escapement count of 16.XlK). Of thcsc, 2,700 wcre sccn in thc smaller tributaries, 8,000 
wcrc obscrvcd in the Tsiu Lagoon. and O . I o ( )  tri Lhc Tsivat. 

There was an increase in the usc of outh~ul pullcy systcms this year at the mouth of the river. Six to 
eight outhauls were used throughout rhc \ca\on For thc first time, outhauls were set up outside the half- 
mile perimeter of the mouth to allow pcrmll holdcn to fish thc remainder of the district during closed 
periods on the river. The overflow channcl 01  thc Taivat, which formed during the winter of 1988-89, was 
successfully fished. During periods of high watcr i t  is a waterway, and fish can make the passage into 
the lake. During low water i t  is a dcad cnd alough, and during very low water it does not exit to the 



ocean. The regulation allowing one-half the waterway to be blocked on the Tsiu was enforced in this 
channel. The inriver markers on the Tsiu were moved approximately 250 yards upstream from the 1989 
marker positions. This action left the new markers almost exactly one-half mile below Duck Island Camp. 

As noted in the 1989 Seasonal Summary, there was a potential for conflict between the commercial 
regulation establishing split fishing periods for the Tsiu, and the regulation establishing a 12-hour 
subsistence period on Saturday for any area with more than two days of commercial fishing time in a 
week. The subsistcnce period for the Tsiu was changed by emergency order to a 12-hour period on 
Sunday of each week to avoid any conflict between the two regulations. 

Tashalich and Kiklukh Rivers 

Both the Tashalich and Kiklukh Rivers wcrc fishcd in 1990. Catches for both were well below average 
in years for which data is available. Thc Kiklukh Rivcr, locally referred to as 8 Mile Creek, has been 
fishcd sporadically for many ycars, but da~a for thc rivcr wcrc not kept prior to 1987. There is no record 
of the Tashalich River bcing fishcd prior to 1988. Kiklukh Rivcr escapement was average (Table 35). 
A flight on October 3 rcvealcd 450 coho in thc Tashalich. It  is possible that fish holding in the dark water 
of the lagoon in this river wcrc rnisscd during survcys. 

YAKUTAT AREA SUfjSISTEKCE AND PERSONAL USE - 1990 

Approximatcly 115 subsistencc permits 2nd 1 I pcrsonal usc permits were issued for the Yakutat area in 
1990 (Tables 36 and 37). Thc nurnbcr of wb\istcncc pcrmiu was up 11% from 1989, and the number of 
personal use permits was down 67%. Thc\c changcs wcrc likcly a rcsult of the state making all residents 
eligible for subsistence pcrmiLs on Ju ly  1.  1990. 

The extrapolated subsistencc catch of 44-1 chinook was h c  highest on record and about 22% above 
average (Table 38). Approximstcly 65% ol [tic chitlook harvcst came from the Alsek River and Yakutat 
Bay. The Akwe and Situk Rivcrs accoun~cd for thc rcmaindcr of thc harvest. 

The extrapolated subsistencc calch of 4.12 I $ t~kcyc  was thc sccond highest on record and 46% above 
average (Table 38). Most of thc sochcjc ~ A c n  ucrc caughr in the Situk-Ahmklin estuary. Most of the 
coho harvested were also takcn in thc SIIUL-Ahmklin estuary. The coho catch was up slightly from 
average (Table 38). 



YAKUTAT AREA SHELLFISH - 1990 

Dungeness Crab 

Dungeness crab is the major shellfish species harvested in the Yakutat Area. The 1990 harvest was 
slightly under 2,000,000 lbs. A total of 256 landings were made by the 31 vessels (8 local, 23 non-local) 
participating in the fishery. The average carapace width was 183.92 mm. The average crab weight was 
2.36 lbs, and the average price was about $1.50/lb. Effort was concentrated in the Cape Yakatagaflcy Bay, 
area and from the mouth of the Alsek River to Sitkagi Bluffs, including Yakutat Bay. 

Tanner Crab 

Five boats (3 iocal, 2 non-local) fished Tanner crab in 1990. Twenty seven landings totalled 76,816 lbs. 
The average weight was 2.1 lbs and the average price was about $1.80/lb. 

King Crab 

As fewer than three vessels fished for king crab in ihe 199011991 season, all records are confidential. 

Shrimp 

Preliminary data indicates that a total of 71 landings wcrc made by six boats that fished shrimp during 
1990. The harvest of 6,227 Ibs consisted of 05.5% spots and 4.5% coonstripes. 

Scallops 

Increased effort in 1990 resulted In a scallop catch of approximately 545,000 lbs, the second highest catch 
for the Yakutat area since 1969. Ten pcrmlt holders fishcd the area. Conflicts between scallop dredging 
and other fisheries resulted in closing the waters of Yakutat Bay south and east of a line from Point 
Carrew to Point Latouche to scallop drcdg~ng Thcrc an: two proposals before the Board of Fisheries to 
restrict scallop dredging in Yakutat Bay. Pnccs averaged $3.30/lb. 



1990 HALIBUT 

The 1990 halibut season consisted of three, 24-hour periods (noon to noon): May 1-2, June 5-6, and 
August 30-31. For the third year in a row, weather was not a factor for the openings. The total catch of 
910,369 lbs was 20% above the 1989 halvest of 756,601 lbs. An average price of $1.581lb resulted in 
an exvessel value of $1,440,000, up 25% from 1989. 

1990 BLACKCOD (SABLEFISH) 

The Eastern Gulf of Alaska regulatory area for blackcod includes the Southeast, East Yakutat, and West 
Yakutat management areas, and extends roughly from Dixon Entrance to Valdez. Yakutat is located 
between the East and West Yakutat managcmcnt arcas. All three areas opened on April 1. Weather was 
not a factor. Blackcod deliveries in Yakutat totalled 2,734,152 lbs, slightly down from last year's delivery 
of 2,949,940 lbs. Total exvesscl value was about $3,554,398. with an average price for dressed 3-5 lb 
fish of $1.30/lb. Three processors bought blsckcod in the area in 1990. 



Table 1.  Yakutat area weekly semet catch data, 1990. 

Ending 
Week Dale Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total 

24 6/16 80 15,622 7 8 15.717 

40 1016 2,513 2 2,515 

Totals 664 31J.Jhl 148.890 30.839 5,813 530,667 



Table 2. Yakutat area 10-year setnet catch comparison. 

Year Effort Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1980 150 2.800 159,229 119.571 149.998 20,151 451.749 33 1 

1981 152 2,03 1 132,419 147,537 134.879 10,234 427.100 357 

1982 149 1,424 211.895 148.384 9.506 5,837 377.046 3 13 

1983 131 812 155.545 80.974 23,615 11.119 272,035 292 

1984 137 944 102.274 182,720 19,387 31.838 337.163 284 

1985 149 1.146 236.582 202,166 16,070 12,399 468,363 337.5 

1986 153 1.341 151.672 91,284 7,183 16.635 268.1 15 359 

1987 155 1,766 258,884 126.103 12.690 14,744 414.187 442 

1988 160 894 162.188 205.866 120.205 29,247 5 18.400 466 

1989 1 64 810 329,563 176.847 59.319 16,238 582.777 517 
- - - - -  

Ave. 150 1.396 190.0",5 148,145 55.285 16.844 411.694 370 

Deviation from a 10-year avenge  



Table 3. Total average earnings from commercial fishing, excluding shellfish, Yakutat area, 1975- 
1990 (All data are for Yakutat landings only). 

Year Total Fmfuh Total Salmon TolPl No. of Aver. Previous 10 Total Setnet- 
Incane' Troll I n m e  Salmon Active Earning per Year Aver. Troll Salmon 

Setnet Setnct Setnu Setnet In- 

Income Permits Permit Incane 

1 Through 1985, data includes salmon scma. rrirnon hand and power troll. and halibut. Staning in 1986, data also includes blackcod. 
2 Excludes halibut, thus is salmon only (no b l r ~ L c t J  harvcr~ bciorc 1984). 
3 Hand troll only; no power troll &u. or no p ~ c r  troll~ng d m .  
4 Excludes blackcod l a n b g s  of 178.0(Kl Ih in 1944 ,  52.(X)O Ib m 1985. by non-local boats. 



Table 4. Yakutat area mll chinook catch, 1990. 

Ending Hand Hand Power Power Total Total 
Week Date Boats Catch Boats Catch Boats 

34 8/25 16 25 24 3 80 40 405 

Totals 74 596 56 8,212 129 8,808 

Table 5. Yakutat area troll coho catch, 1990. 

Ending Hand Iland Power Power Total Total 
Week Date Boats GI& Boats Catch Boats Catch 

Totals 163 12.65.) 234 76.659 397 89.318 

1 Includes one coho caught week 25 



Table 6. Troll comparison, chinook and coho, 1982-1990. 

-- -- 

Year Chinodc Coho Total Hand Power Total 

1989 7.303 128,373 135.676 29 99 128 

Ave. 4.090 74.340 78.429 29 54 83 



Table 7. Yakutat area setnet and troll salmon harvest, 1990, 

Area Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

Alsek 78 16,852 1.437 495 18.862 38.0 

East 45 161,378 7,482 532 4,578 174.015 36.0 

Akwe 

Italio 

Dangerous t * 16.5 

Situk 90.735 45.075 23.895 283 159.989 74.08 

Yakuta~ Bay 304 41.858 5.472 6.178 359 54.171 62.75 

Manby SHORE 44 20.735 119 3 4 1 20.942 35.0 

Manby STREAM 1 4,783 4,784 18.0 

Sudden . * 33.5 

Esker . * 15.0 

Yana . * 14.0 

Kiklukh 10.0 

Total 664 35.1.461 IJh.hW 30.839 5.813 530.667 516.83 

Troll 8,808 8 9 3 1 8  98,126 

Catch 9,472 344,461 I f 4  2of4 30.839 5.813 628,793 

* Fewer han 3 permits; all catch f ~ g u r o  arc r ~ m i d c n ~ t a l  



1990 Exvessel dollar value of Y akutat fisheries to fishermen. 

Species Setnet Troll2 Troll 
Hand Powu 

Chinook $ 11.785 S 25.304 S 348.649 

Sockeye 3,386,963 

Coho 1,045,793 117.501 711,549 

Pink 

Chum 
--- ~ - ~ 

Total 4,493,681 142,805 1.060.198 

1 F~gures used 10 calculate values: halibut, 721.755 Ibs @ S1.5OAb; blackcod, 2.734.152 Ibs @ %1.30Ab; Dungenas crab. 1,978,942 
lbs @ $1.50 Ib; scallops. 545.000 Ibs @ $3.30 Ib. 

2 Troll Income excludes landings to ports o h e r  b a n  Yakutat. 
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Total ~al ibut '  S 1.440,OOO 

Total  lackc cod' 

Total Dungeness' 2,968,413 

Total ~ c a l l o ~ s '  1,798.500 

Total Finfish income2 S10,691,082 $10,691,082 

Total Shellfish income 

Total Fishing Income 15.457.995 15.45'995 

Average income per semet permit (161 active permits) was 527.91 1, the third highest on record and 29% above the previous 10-year average 
income of $21.569. 

I F~gures used 10 calculate values: hahbut, 721.755 Ibs @ S1.501lb; blackcod. 2,734.152 lbs @ $1.30/lb; Dungeness crab, 1,978,942 

Ibs @ $1.50 Ib; scallops, 545.000 Ibs @ 53.30 Ib. 
2 Troll lncome excludes landlngs to pons olher than Yakutat. 



Table 9. Alsek River catch, 1990. 

Ending 
Wk Date Boau Qlinodc Sockeye Coho Pink C%um Taal Days 

Total 25 78 16.852 1.437 495 18,862 38.0 

* Fewer than 3 permits; all catch figures arc cunf~den~iaI.  

10-Year Comparison 

Year Boats Chinook Sod;cvc Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1989 28 240 13513 5.833 3 1,029 20.618 38.0 

Ave. 26  432 17,329 5,840 10 794 24,712 36.7 

1990 25 78 16.852 1,437 0 495 18.862 38.0 

1990 deviation -72% -3% -76% -38% -24% +4% 



Table 10. Alsek River escapement, 1990. 

, Dare Area Chinook Sockeye Coho Remarks 

7/03 Tanis # 1  & #2 None seen 

7/03 Basin Creek None seen 

7/03 Cabin Creek 

7/03 Gines Creek 

811 4 Basin Creek 

811 4 Cabin Creek 

None seen 

None seen 

None seen 

1 OD Cabin Creek 300 

1 on Gines Creek 500 

Klukshu Weir' 

Chinook sod;- Coho Total 

1 Food fishe~y harvests of 172 c t u d  uJ 1.3W rockcye r h v e  ~ h c  welr counts leaves effective escapement of 1.743 chinook and 
24,607 sockeye. Weir removed pnor w d LII c d u j  run 



Table 1 1. East River catch, 1990. 

Ending 

Wk Date Boats Qlinodc Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

26 6130 3 1 6 210 216 1 .O 

- 

Totals 103 45 IOi.378 7.482 532 4.578 174,015 36.0 

10-Ycar Comparison 

Year Boau Chinook -W Coho Pink Chum T d  Days 

Ave. 66 68 91.784 7,020 844 1 3,773 1 13,559 37.6 

1990 deviation -34% +76& +7% -58% -67% +53% 4% 



Table 12. East River sockeye salmon catch comparison, 1990. 

. Week Ending Dae Area Sockeye Cawh % Sockeye Catch 

29 7/21 In-river 

Surf 

Ocean 

In-river 

Surf 

Ocean 

In-river 

Surf 

Ocean 

In-nvcr 

Surf 

Ocean 

In-nvcr 

Surf 

O c u n  

In-nvcr 

Surf 1.505 19.2 

Totals Surf 46.924 30.6 



Table 13. East River escapement, 1990. 

Date Sockeye Coho Chum Remarks . 

6/15 1 .ooo Doame River 

6124 2,120 1,270 in Doame River 

Poor visibility/wind 

7/08 1.500 200 below marken 

7/16 4,500 1,500 below markers 

711 8 420 Doame RiverILake 

7/20 12.000 120 below markers 

7/30 9.000 Poor visibility 

8/06 25.000 15.000 from markers to Steve's Island 

Pmr visibility 

911 1 42,000 3.000 mixed chum & coho 

i o n  2.800 2.500 in Doame River 



Table 14. East River return-per-spawner since 1975. 

- -- 

Year Tolal Parent Year Return Pa 

Return Escapement Spawner 

Rank 

Average return-per-spawner since 1975: 3.89: 1 



Table 15. Akwe River catch, 1990. 

Wk Ending Boats Chinook Sodteye Coho Pink Chum Tual Days 

Date 

Totals 15 193 3.996 6.71 8 11 42 10.960 26.0 

* Fewer ban 3 permits; all catch figures are confidcnt~al. 
I Includes confiscated sockeye. 

1 O-Year Comparison 

Year Boats Chinook Sockeyc Coho Pmk Chum Tocal Days 

1980 10 110 28208 8.324 122 131 36,895 30.0 

1989 16 192 8.65 3 10.278 49 1 314 19,928 27.0 

Ave. 1 1  153 1 1.966 8.353 465 422 21,458 28.6 

1990 15 193 3,996 6.7 18 1 1  42 10,960 26.0 

Deviation' 

I990 +26% 67% -20% -98% -90% -49% -9% 

ueviatlon rrorn a lu-year average. 



Table 16. Akwe River escapement, 1990. 

Date Chinook Sockeye Coho Remarks 

Tidal 

The Akwe was flown five times fran June 24 to July 16. Due to the turbirhy of the river, no fish werc seen. 

Table 17 Italio River catch, 1990. 

Wk Ending Boau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum . Total Days 

Totals 8 

10-Year Capanson 
- - 

Year Boats Ch11700k S d c y  Coho Plnk Chum Total Days 

Ave. 5 4 2 . O V  4.VSv 55 1 1.016 8,568 29.3 

1990 8 12.0 

* Fewer than 3 permits; all catch figures are mfidcnt~al. 
I Deviation from a 10-year avenge. 



Table 18. Italio River escapement, 1990. 

Date Area Sockeye Coho Pink Remarks 

6/24 New Italio None rem 

6 ~ 2 6  New Italio None rem 

7/01 New Italio 250 

7/03 New Italio 250 

7/08 ItalioIAkwe 500 Below forks 

711 8 New Italio 760 

8/06 New Italio 400 

8122 Midmew I~alio 850 110 300 Coho ~ e e n  in Middle 

9/03 New Italio 450 +350 in Middle 

9107 Middle Italio 750 

911 7 New Italio +I200 in tidal area in 
Middle 

9126 Middle Ilalio :200 

1 OD New Italio 270 +3,2CO in Middle 

Italio Lake Escapement 

Old Italio Escapement 

8R2 100 

Poor visibility 



Table 19. Situk-Ahrnklin Rivers catch, 1990. 

Wk Ending Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Q~um Toul Days 

Date 

Totals 60 90.735 45.075 23.895 283 159,988 74.25 

10-Year Comparison 

Year Boats Chinodc Sockcyc Coho Pink Churn Told Days 

1989 94 1 99.94 5 39.318 42.974 883 183.071 73.75 

Ave. 57 466 35.929 34,860 16.164 404 87,717 44.42 

1990 60 90.735 45.075 23,895 283 159,988 74.08 

Deviation' 

+5% +153% +29% 4 8 %  -3W +82% +67% 

Uevlauon tmm a 1Uyear average- 



Table 20. Situk River economics. 
Dollar value of salmon sunct harvest' 

Year (=hind Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total 

S 7.000 

24.000 

21.000 

10.000 

29,560 

22,540 

25.000 

5,610 

4,830 

12.310 

11.330 

3.276 

23,908 

10,350 

No Sale 

No Sale 

S 256.760 

485.680 

890,630 

767,690 

715.280 

419,070 

612,050 

372.000 

205.750 

575.120 

524.560 

(low) 180,677 

1248.984 

(high) 2,601,441 

1,244,788 

1.1 89,260 

*(7 lbs.) average. 
**(4 lbs.) average 

Year Tad Yahuul Arca Ih l lar  

value. Salmon ulncc harvcsl 

Percent Value of Siruk LO 

Yakuta~ area setnet 

40% 

(high) 43% 

25 % 

22% 

1 (Average priceflb) x (average Iblfish) x (tola1 l ~ s h  Jcl~vcrcd) 
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Year Total Yakutat area dollar Percent value of Siwk to 

Value; Salmm Setnet Harvest Yakutat P ~ C P  setnet 

1,981,807 (low) 9% 



Table 21. Situk Weir escapement counts1. 

Chinook2 Sockeye3 Coho Pink Gum Total 

I Weir washout on July 29; weir removed by August 2. 
2 631 large spawners, 496 two ocean. 135 one occan jacks. 40 large spawners estimated below weir at washout, for a total of 671. 
3 Final sockeye escapement estimated to be 70.000. 

Table 22. Situk-Ahrnklin escapement surveys. 

Situk Floal Counts 

Dale Chinook Sockeye Pink Coho Remarks 

3 ,000 85,000 9 Mile to landing 

8R4 2 100 175,000 500 9 Mile to landing 

8\30 612 3.500 Lake outlet 

9106 109 6.000 30 Outlet to 9 Mile 

1,630 9 Mile to landing,ln the 
river was turbid 

1 014 657 9 Mile to midway point, 
log jams stop survey 

.\!ounu~n Lmkc and stream 

7/03 4.900 3.000 in stream; 1.900 in 
lake 

Old Struk Float Counts 

8/24 1 82 5 .ooo Also 3 chum 

Ahmkh  River 

6/26 Aerial, none seen 

6R9 2 85tM! Boat, AhmklinIAntlen 

7/04 ? . c ) t X l  Boat. AhmklinlAntlen 



Table 23. Lost River catch, 1990. 

, Wk Ending Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Churn Total Days 

Date 

40 1016 t 3.0 

Totals 4 3.093 4.922 218 5 8,238 58.5 

t Fewer ban 3 permits; all catch figurer arc wnfkknurl 



Table 23. 

10-Year Comparison 

Page 2 of 2. 

- 

Year Boats olinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1989 4 15 3,090 5.737 816 20 9.678 56.5 

- Ave. 5 17 2.394 6.920 855 21 10,107 41.4 

1990 4 0 3.093 4.922 218 5 8,238 58.5 

Deviation' 

Deviation from a 10-year average. 



Table 24. Lost River escapement, 1990. 

Date Area Sockeye Coho Pink Remarks 

6126 Tawah None seen 

7/08 Tawah None seen 

7/16 Tawah 

7R3 Tawah 

8/06 Tawah 

8/06 Coast Guard Lake 

None seen 

None seen 

None seen 

8/06 %hir None seen 

8 R2 Tawah 10 2,000 Aerial 

8t22 Ophir 3 .600 Aerial 

8R2 Tawah 260 2,700 Boat 

8R2 Tawah 39 1.284 2.300 Boat 

10/1 Tawah 9.460 Boat 



Table 25. Yakutat Bay catch, 1990. 

Ending 
W k  Date Boau Chinook sockeye' Caho pink' Chum Total Days 

* Fewer than 3 permits; all carch figures are conCKknc1~1 
1 Includes Humpy Creek catch of 4 rakeye a d  1.20 pmk. 
1 Humpy Creek 4.25 days. rema~ndcr of Yakuut Hay 3 0 days 
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10-Year Canprison 

Year Boau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1980 20 161 9,613 2,345 100.03 1 74 112,224 47.0 

1989 47 297 24.528 4.712 14,299 309 44,145 69.0 

Ave. 33 23 1 17.052 3.1 12 34.910 429 55.71 1 47.0 

1990 42 304 4 1.858 5.472 6.178 359 54,171 62.75 

Deviauon' 

Deviation from a 10-year average. 

Table 26. Humpback Creek cscripcmcnt. 1990. 

Date Plnk Remarks 

Foot 

Tidal; aerial 



Table 27. Manby fisheries catch, 1990. 

Manby fisheries combined catch, 1990. 

W k  Ending Beau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Tolal Days 

Date 

39 9R9 4 1589 1,589 3.0 

Taals 18 44 ZS.fi& 16,295 3 41 42,049 52.5 
% Fewer lhan 5 permits; all catch llgures arc cmlldcnl~al. 

10-year comparison 

Year Boats Chin& Sockcyc Coho P~nk Chum Total Days 

Ave. 16 24 12.010 10.885 54 9 22.981 36.7 

1990 18 44 25.666 16,295 3 4 1 42.049 54.5 

Deviation' 

1990 +83% +113% +5Wo -94% +355% +83% +49% 
Uevlauon from a 1U-year average. 
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Manby shore weekly catch-1990 
- 

Wk Ending Boala Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Qlum Taal Days 

Date 

35 9/01 * 3.0 

Totals 44 20.735 119 3 41 20.942 33.5 

Manby Sueam weekly catch-1990 

Wk Ending Boau Chmook Sockcyc Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

Dare 

39 9129 3 828 828 3.0 

Totals 3 I 4.783 4,784 18.0 

4-Year comparison 

Year (3hinook S o d ; c ~  C h o  Pink Chum Total Days 

1986 . * 12.0 

Ave. 

1990 

* Fewer lhan 3 permits; all catch figures are unfidenual. 

-45- 
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Esker Creek, Spoon River, Sudden Stream combined weekly catch-1990 

Wk Ending Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

Date 

- - 

t Fewer than 3 pennils; all catch figurcs arc cafdcnM. , 

4-Year comparison (weeks 34-39) 

Year Boau Chinod WYC Coho Pink Chum Totst Days 

1986 5 1 3366 3.367 18.0 

Ave. 5 8 5.518 22 1 5549 17.25 



Table 28. Manby Streams escapement, 1990. 

Date -eye Coho Rcmdcs 

8/29 100 

9/05 350 First clear trib to west 

9125 None seen 

Esker Creek 

Spoon River 

8129 900 



Table 29. Yahtse River catch, 1990. 

Wk Ending Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chm Taal Days 

Dare 

34  8125 4 106 526 632 2.0 

-- 

8 Fewer than 3 permits; all catch figures are confidential. 

10-year comparison 

Year Boau Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1980 8 15.771 15.771 18.0 

Ave. 8 

1990 9 

1990 deviation .2C% -19% -16% 



Table 30. YahtseEana fisheries escapement, 1990. 

Yahue River ucapement 

Dale Coho Remarks 

8/17 None seen 

8123 None seen 

West bib 

Holding in dark water 

Poor visibility 

Yana River escapement 

350 L a g m s  only 

Jetty Creek escapement 

Priest River escapement 

First clear uib only 

None seen 

PL Riou Creek escapement 

None seen 



Table 31. Kaliakh River catch, 1990. 

-- 

Wk Ending Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum T d  Days 

Date 

34 8R5 5 1 910 2 913 3.0 

Totals 18 7 13.775 3 13.785 20.0 

10-Year Comparison 

Year Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

1980 9.601 9.601 14.0 

Ave. 20 

1990 18 

Deviation' 

1990 -10% 

Deviation from a 10-year avenge 

Table 32. Kaliakh River escapmcnt. 1990. 

Date Coho Remarks 

9/20 150 Main river at outlets of tribs 

1 On 650 Main river 

1013 2,800 Kuuhieth River 



Table 33. Tsiu River catch, 1990. 

Wk Ending Boats CXnook Sockeye Coho Pink a ~ u m  Total Days 

Date 

Totals 29 
- - 

10-year cornpanson 

Year Boats Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total Days 

Ave. 32 

Deviation' 

1990 -11% 

Deviation from a 10-year avenge 



Table 34. Tsiu~Tsivat River escapement, 1990. 

- - -- 

Date Below Markers LakJTsiu Tsivat Remarks 

8/17 1 .m 300 250 d e y e  spswning in Tsivat 

8/27 2.600 2.900 Poor visibility 

8.250 1.100 

1.500 400 Poor visibility 

9/20 7.850 1.400 Poor visibility 

Table 35. KikluMashalich River escrlpemcnt-1990. 

KikJukh (Eight Mile) River escapement 

Date Coho Remarks 

Tashalich River escapement 



Table 36. 1990 Yakutat subsistence salmon harvest.' 

-- 

Chinook Sodreye Coho Pink Chum Other Total 

East (6) 418 20 

Akwe (4) 41 133 54 

Yakutat Bay (17) 150 268 84 

Situk (45) 

Tsiu (2) 

Ankau (3) 

Lost (3) 

Sudden (1) 

Kaliakh ( 1 )  

2 D.Vardcn 2 

Steelhead 6 

Totals 355 3397 804 34 2 12 4592' 

Number of permits issued 115 

Number of permits returned 93 8 1 . m  

Number of permits returned. fished 68 

Number of permits returned.  no^ fished 24 

I Preliminary data. 

2 Number in parenthesis shows nurnhcr d Fnnru r r w m g  harvest from that area. Some permits reponed catch from more than one 
area. 

1 Total refers to salmon d y ;  rt docs not include uhcr f ~ s h  



Table 37. 1990 Yakutat personal use salmon harvest1 

J-acationZ Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Cbum Total 

Alsek (3) 

Situk (3) 

Tsiu (1) 

T d s  3 57 10 70 

Expanded Total 4 78 14 96 . 
Harvest 
(Tota11.73) 

Number of permits issued 

Number of permits retumed 

Number of permiis returned, fished 

Number of permiis returned, no1 fished 

I Preliminary data. 
2 Number in parenthesis shows numtu of pmtu rcporung hawest from that area. 



Table 38. Yakutat recent historical subsistence harvest.' 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Other 

A= B3 d A B C A B C 

1986 301 88% 342 2.357 88% 2,678 586 ' 89% 658 92 Pinks 

1988 196 90% 218 2.1 19 90% 2.354 1,293 92% 1.405 99 Pinks; 
64 Chums 

1989 284 79% 359 3.537 79% 4.477 894 79% 1.131 220 Pinks; 
49 Chums 

~ v e . '  269 364 2251 2,824 714 1.027 

1990 355 81% 438 3397 81% 4.194 804 81% 993 34 Pinks; 

2 Chums 

Deviation' 

1 Dala available only for yean SldNng m 1980 
2 A=Actual recorded harvest 
3 B=Percen~ of permits returned. 
4 C=Ex~rapolated total harvest esmau: (1.c C=A dtv~ded by B). 
5 6-year average from 1984 through 1989. 

Deviation from a 10-year average. 





Figure 2. Yakutat area yo11 closurcs 

J 

T 

- ------------ 1 - - b. , I * I - - -  -- I t 
t -. 8 

. , 
I - -.I . . I 

I . , 
- I  

t 
I 

I 
I 

I 

\ 
\ . . . 

\ 
\ 
\ 

Trolling is open only when 
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the Situk River setnet fishery 
is open, August 7-September 20 

.-.-... ....--. ..-.... . . . . . . . U Trolling Closed August 7-September 20 
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