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The Regional Information Report Series was established in 1987 to provide 
an information access system for a1 1 unpubl i shed divisional reports. These 
reports frequently serve diverse ad hoc informational purposes or archive 
basic uninterrupted data. To accommodate needs for up-to-date information, 
reports in this series may contain preliminary data. 



WINTER TROLL FISHERY SAMPLING 

1987 F ina l  Report 

Summary o f  Proqress 

Work Accomplishments 

A. Tasks Scheduled: 

This  p r o j e c t  supports t he  sampling o f  t h e  w i n t e r  t r o l l  f i s h e r y  f o r  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  coded micro-w i re  t a g  da ta  and age and s i z e  da ta  f rom 
chinook salmon. Our i n i t i a l  goal was t o  sample a minimum o f  20% o f  
t h e  chinook harvested du r ing  t h e  w i n t e r  t r o l l  f i s h e r y  from 1 October 
t o  15 November 1987 and 16 March t o  15 A p r i l  1988. Sampling was t o  
be conducted a t  shore based processors i n  t h e  major p o r t s  o f  l and ing  
- S i tka ,  Petersburg, Ketchikan, and Juneau. Soon a f t e r  commencement 
of t h e  w i n t e r  t r o l l  season our  sampl i n g  goals were expanded t o  
i nc lude  sampling up t o  50% o f  t h e  catch f o r  CWT data, sampling 
throughout t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w i n t e r  t r o l l  season, and sampling i n  
a d d i t i o n a l  p o r t s  - Hoonah, Wrangell, and Craig. 

0.  Tasks Accomplished: 

We succeeded i n  examining 29,252 (51.6%) o f  t h e  56,703 chinook salmon 
harvested du r ing  the  1987/1988 w i n t e r  t r o l l  season (Table 1). Th is  
was a reco rd  w i n t e r  t r o l l  harves t  w i t h  except ional  catches i n  October 
and November. Our sampling coverage was f a i r l y  un i fo rm between 
quadrants d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t he  season, 1 October t o  31 
December 1987, b u t  weighted toward i n s i d e  catches t h e  second h a l f  o f  
t h e  season, 1 January t o  15 A p r i l  1988 (Table 1). We recovered 1,878 
(91.5%) o f  t he  heads from t h e  2,052 adipose c l i p p e d  f i s h  observed i n  
t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  season and 580 (98.8%) o f  t h e  587 adipose 
c l  ipped f i s h  observed t h e  second ha1 f o f  t h e  season. We rece ived 
excel 1 en t  cooperat ion from the  processors i n  recover ing  heads o f  
tagged f i s h  cons ider ing  t h a t  most f i s h  were des t ined t o  fresh/whole 

' 

(heads on) markets. A l l  CWT data  was forwarded t o  t h e  F.R.E.D. 
D i v i s i o n s  Tag Lab as scheduled. 

Our employees d i d  an e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f  sampling w i n t e r  t r o l l  land ings  
fo r  sca le  and l e n g t h  data. Samples were c o l l e c t e d  from a l l  d i s t r i c t s  
w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  catches. A t o t a l  o f  4,161 chinook's were sampled 
du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  ha1 f o f  t h e  season and 1,497 du r ing  t h e  second ,ha1 f 
(Table 2 ) .  We have n o t  aged these scales nor  generated age and 
l e n g t h  composit ion summaries ye t .  



Speci a1 Problems, Differences, e tc .  : 

Despite the record catches and the accompanying expansion of sampling 
e f fo r t  we encountered no s ignif icant  problems in meeting project 
objectives. Early in the season we occasionally had problems 
recovering heads since many processors intended t o  se l l  a l l  t he i r  
f i sh  with heads-on, as mentioned above. Several personnel changes 
were needed throughout the season since sampl ing involved part time 
work i n  a l l  ports from November t o  March and we had few employees 
avai 1 able. 



Table 1. Number of chinook salmon harvested and sampled for coded 
microwire tag data, by period and quadrant, during the 1987/1988 
winter troll season in Southeast Alaska. 

Period 
Number Number 

Quadrant Harvested Sampled Percent 

1 Oct. to 31 Dec. 1987 Northeast 
Northwest 
Southeast 
Southwest 

1 Jan, to 15 April 1988 Northeast 
Northwest 
Southeast 
Southwest 

Total 56,703 29,252 51.6 



Table 2 .  Number of chinook salmon sampled for age (scales) and length data, 
by period and district ,  from the 1987/1988 Southeast Alaska winter 
troll fishery. 

Period 

District 1 Oct. t o  31 Dec. 1987 1 Jan.  to .15 April 1988 

a Includes 36 fish sampled from a mixed District 101 and 102 landing. 
Includes 14 fish sampled from a mixed District 103 and 104 landing. 
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