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INTRODUCTION

This report of progress consists of Job Segment
Reports from the State of Alaska Federal Aid in Fish
Restoration Project F-5-R-5, "Sport Fish Investigations
of Alaska."

The project is composed of 25 separate studies
designed to evaluate the various aspects of the State's
recreational fishery resources. Of these, eight Jjobs
are designed to continue the cataloging and inventory
of the numerous State waters in an attempt to prepare
an index of the recreational waters. Four jobs are
designed for specific sport fishery creel census while
the remainder of the jobs are more specific in nature.
These include independent studies on king salmon, silver
salmon, grayling, Dolly Varden, a statewide access evalua-
tion program, egg take program and a residual toxaphene
study. The information gathered from the combined studies
will provide the necessary background data for a better
understanding of local management problems and assist in
the development of future investigational studies.

The subject matter contained within these reports
is often fragmentary in nature. The findings may not
be conclusive and the interpretations contained therein

are subject to re-evaluation as the work progresses.
-



Volume 5 Report No. 9-C
JOB COMPLETION REPORT

RESEARCH PROJECT SEGMENT

STATE: ALASKA Name: Sport Fish Investigations
of Alaska.

Project No: F-5-R-5 Title: Investigations of Alaska's
Public Fishing Access
Requirements.

Job No: 9-G

Period Covered: April 11, 1963 to April 10, 1964.

Abstract:

A review was made of 642 fisheries; these were evalu-
ated for public access reqguirements and resulted in recom-
mendations on 176 waters. Work was statewide, with emphasis
on sites within the public domain. Effort is reported
within the framework of four major administrative regions.

Requests for public access involved 73,570 feet of
stream frontage and 44,755 surface acres of existing sport
fishing lakes.

Evaluations of sites were made on the basis of fishery
potential, angler-use and angler demand. Fishing access
sites recommended and requested are outlined under that par-
ticular acquisition method used.

Status of access sites recommended in past periods were
closely observed and records maintained on progress being
made by the various agencies. During this report period, 84
sites were classified or reserved by the State Division of
Lands and the U. S. Bureau of Land Management for public use.
One million feet of marine shoreline and tidelands were classi-
fied for waterfowl management and public access use.

Twenty-five angler foot trail rights-of-way, 344,140

feet in length, were surveyed, plats drawn, posted and public
dedication proceedings initiated.
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Five locational maps, each a major region, included
in the report indicate the distribution of efforts during
this report period.

Recommendations:

1.

Intensify investigation for the location of sites
and required rights-of-way within state land
selection regions or zones. Major effort should

be made on fisheries within lands that are now
tentatively classified as "utility," "agricultural,"”
and "private" recreation.

2. Maintain close liaison with Department of Highways,
acquire all highway construction plans for review
and submit recommendations on needed parking area
and rights-of-way additions.

3. Continue investigations, evaluations and recommenda-
tions for access sites on the public domain.

4. Prepare or be prepared to outline a statewide fish-
ing public access report and plan for meeting
requirements of new congressional legislation.

Objectives:

1. Investigate possible recreational fishing areas in
the public domain.

2. Make recommendations for the withdrawal of lands

for public fishing access sites.

Techniques Used:

Procedures used during the report period involved deter-
mination of (1) the biological potential of the fishery, (2)
the current angler-use and existing access demand, and (3) the
site acquisition method indicated.

1.

Biological Potential of Fishery. Each fishery

potential was estimated based on available catalog-
inventory data, a field survey where information
was not present, and on material secured from
guides, anglers and local residents. Field evalua-
tions of existing fisheries were made with use of
monofilament, 125-foot sampler-type gill nets.
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Angler-Use and Angler-Access Demands. Current
angler use was compiled from existing creel census
and state campground registration data. Indica-
tion of angler-use were made from site disturbance,
number of camping "flats," and soil compaction due
to usage. Reports on highway traffic and visitor
statistics were also used.

Land Law-Land Ownership. The current status of

land ownership, proposed state land selection appli-
cations, proposed land withdrawals and private land
entries were reviewed periodically. Planned and
proposed public works projects were studied and dis-
cussed with the regional biclogists and then road-
side access site recommendations were submitted

to the Department of Highways. On-the-ground site
examinations were made in critical areas. Cadastral
engineering and line traverse data were collected
when available. United States Surveys, state sub-
divisions and various protraction plats were acquired
from the various agencies and used for drawing up
land descriptions. Metes and bounds surveys were
made when necessary. Available aerial photographs
were used.

Administrative Procedures. The nature of land
ownership determined the method for requesting

each site and the agency to whom the request was
made. Considering the existing sport fishing
potential, sites and rights-of-way were requested
using either new procedures or those formerly
reported. Request procedures used and the agencies
responsible are:

a. Bureau of Land Management - Combined use of
land classification and reservation under the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act, (43 USC 154-254).

b. Bureau of Land Management - Reservation of
public rights-of-way, using a combination of 44 LD
513 and 43 USC 932.

c. Bureau of Land Management and State Division of
Aviation - Use of Airstrip Act, (43 USC 251).
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d. State Division of Lands - Congressional General,
Mental Health, and Community-Recreation land grants
to Alaska, Act of 7 July 1958, 72 Statute 339-343,
and land-use classification procedures (Title 11-
Alaska Land Law).

e. U. S. Bureau of Public Roads and State Depart-
ment of Highways - Federal Aid to Highways Act,
(43 UsC 931-932).

f. U. S. Bureau of Land Management - Small Tract
Act, (43 CFR 257.17).

Findings:

Review was made of 488 lakes, 140 streams and 14 marine
areas. This resulted in recommending acquisition of 176
angler~use sites and rights—-of-way on or leading to 203 waters.
Acquisition through coordinating agencies listed above will
provide access to about 40,750 surface acres of lake fisheries
and 59,000 feet of stream-bank frontage. Past recommenda-
tions submitted to the Bureau of Land Management, State
Division of Lands and Department of Highways resulted in per-
petuating public access to 84 lakes totaling 4,000 surface
acres and 15,000 feet of stream frontage. One and one-half
million feet of tidelands are now classified by State lands
for public use.

Angler trail rights=-of=-way totaling 340,000 feet were
processed and platted with the U. S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment during this report period. A study, still incomplete,
reveald that existing highways provide more than 95,000
feet of public access to raodside sports fisheries.

Monthly seminars were initiated and problems of mutual
state~federal interest concerning land-fisheries resource
conflicts were brought out and discussed. Participants were
the State Department of Figh and Game, U. S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, State Division of Lands, and various Federal
lands and recreation agencies.

Public fishing sites are reported within the framework
of four general regions of the state. They are (1) Kateel
River-Western Umiat, (2) Western Seward-Alaska Peninsula,
(3) East Umiat-Interior-Copper River- Seward Meridian, and
(4) Southeast Alaska Regions. Please refer to Alaska
regional location map (FIGURE 1). Specific access site
requirements, recommendations and problems of each region
are outlined under the most current satisfactory method of
acquisition.
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TABLE 1 (Cont.)

Access Site Requests Submitted for Reserva-

tion and Classification (43 USC 154-254).

Map and No. of

Site No. Fishery Location Sites

1- 26 Smith Mountain Lakes (2) Umiat 1
27 Squaw Lake Umiat-Wiseman 1
28 Liberator Lake Noatak 1
29 Desperation Lake Noatak 1
30 Agashoshok River Noatak 1
31 Hugo Creek Noatak 1
32 Niminuktuk River Noatak 1
33 Kelly River Noatak 1
34 Kuguruhak River Noatak 1
35 Noluck Lake Noatak 1
36 Selby-Narvak Lake (2) Kobuk 3
37 Walker Lake Kobuk 3
38 Wulik River Kivalina 1
39 BSqguirrel River Kobuk 1
40 Ambler River Kobuk 1
41 Kogoluktuk River Kobuk 1
42 Pick River Kobuk 1
43 Port Safety Nome 1

Use of a combination of 43 USC 25 and 44 ID 513 is
being considered for reserving six airstrips for continued

public use.

At present these landing areas are protected

from entry and closure, but anticipated changes following
revised land classification may require reservation action.
These airstrips are indicated on Map 1 by symbol "X."

TABLE 2. Location of Bush Airstrips Considered for Reserva-
tion Action.

A o N

Piriblik BIluff

Wolf Creek

Knifeblade Ridge

Oumauk

Klivluk River
Oolamnagvik River

KoK XX

Float Aircraft
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Kateel River-Western Umiat Region

This is a region of some 162,000 square miles and
contains an estimated 20 per cent of the total number of
lakes in Alaska. Sport fisheries consist of Dolly Varden-
Arctic char, pike, burbot, grayling, whitefish species,
all Pacific salmon species, lake trout (char), cisco and
sheefish (Area Map No. 1, FIGURE 2).

A total of 163 waters was evaluated with requests
submitted for 53 access sites on 54 fisheries. Revised
land laws and changes in policy of the Bureau of Land
Management and State Division of Lands created new adminis-
trative procedures which required resubmission of past site
requests.

TABLE 1. Access Site Requests Submitted for Reservation
and Classification (43 USC 154-254) .

Map and No. of
Site No. Fishery Location Sites

1- 1 Innoko River Innocko 1

2 Glades Slough Innoko 1

3 Cripple River Nome 1

4 Grand Central River Nome 1

5 Glacial Lake Nome 1

6 Iron River Nome 1

7 Kruzamepa River Nome 1

8 Kuzitrin River Nome 1

9 Penny River Nome 1

10 Salmon Lake Nome 2

11 Snake River Nome 1

12 Tisuk River Nome 1

13 Sinuk River Nome 1

14 Wilson Slough McGrath 1

15 Feniak Lake Noatak 1

lé Wild Lake Noatak 1

17 Chandler Lake Umiak 4

18 Kurupa-Cascade Lakes Umiat 1

19 Medicine Lake Umiat 1

20 Shainin Lake Umiat 2

21 Nutuvuktik Lake Umiat 1

22 Heart Lake Umiat 1

23 Natvakruak Lakes (3) Uniat 1

24 White Lakes (2) Unmiat 1

25 Killik River Lakes (2) Umiat 1
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The foregoing airstrips will require metes-bounds surveys
before acquisition action can be taken.

The existing regional road system was traveled and
all fisheries noted, The three road systems in this region
provide more than 34,000 feet of right-of-way access to 11
sport fisheries. These waters received varying degrees of
angler pressure. Review of new road extensions made with
access site recommendations is pending until right-of-way
plats are received. Fisheries listed in TABLE 3, below,
warrant roadside access site consideration. Each water
contains sport fisheries of a degree and extent not fully
known at this time.

TABLE 3. Federal Aid to Secondary Road Systems - Potential
Sport Fisheries Warranting Roadside Access Site

Consideration.
State Route

Fishery Location Number
Niukluk River Council 130
Candle Creek Candle 1590
Immachak River Deering 1510
Unalakleet River Kaltag 5
Crooked Creek Flat 231
Donlin Creek Flat 231
Flat Creek Flat 231
Sulatna River Ruby 271
Monument Creek Poorman 271
Big Creek Poorman 271
Tatalina River Ophir 261
Takotna River Takotna 261
Yankee Creek Takotna 261
Ganes Creek Takotna 261

One site was requested for State land selection using
the newly developed community-recreation grant which permits
the State to make selections of domain lands in parcels of
160 acre minimum size. This is a relaxation of a former
requirement of some 6-9 thousand acre minimum selections.

The Nome River and Osborne Creek site was immediately acted
on because of (1) currently high angler-use and the increased
sport fishing activity it is receiving, (2) accessibility by
road to Nome residents, and (3) the excellent sport fishing
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present. This area has received varying degrees of placer
mining impact. The presence of recreation cabins through-
out this portion of the Nome River attests to its importance
as a public recreation segment of the Nome area.

Western Seward-Alaska Peninsula Region

This is a 146,400 square mile region containing an
estimated 30 per cent of State lake fisheries. Excellent
sport fisheries exist within the area and angler-use is
increasing annually. Please refer to Map 2 (FIGURE 3) for
site locations.

A total of 56 sites was evaluated and requests for
site classification or reservation submitted to State
Division of Lands and U. S. Bureau of Land Management,
respectively. Subject sites are to provide fly-in fishing
access to 43 waters of some 29,000 surface acres. Those
waters worked on this period are listed in TABLE 4, below.

TABLE 4. Access Sites Requested Under Provisions of R & PP
Act and the Revised General Land Grant Act.

Gen.Grant

Map and R&PP Reserva- Selection
Site No. Fishery tion Sites Sites
1 Telequanna Lake 2
2 Kijik Lake 2
3 Lake Clark 4
4 Sixmile Lake 1
5 Newhalen River 1 1
6 Kakhonak Lake-River 2
7 Gechick Lake 1

8 Callen Lake 1

9 Shagaluk Slough 1

10 Holikachuk Slough 1

11 Buckstock River 1

12 Aniak Lake-Creek 1

13 Owhat River 1

14 Rusty Slough 1

15 Salmon River 1

16 East Fork Aniak River 1

17 Big Kisaralik Lake 2

18 W. Fork Kisaralik Lake (2) 1

19 Ugashik Lake (2) 1
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TABLE 4 (Cont.) Access Sites Requested Under Provisions of
R & PP Act and the Revised General Land Grant Act.

Gen.Grant

Map and R&PP Reserva- Selection

Site No. Fishery tion Sites Sites

20 Becharof Lake 2

21 Nanuhyenuk Lake 2

22 Kukakuk Lake 2

23 Kulik Lake 2

24 Tazimina Lake, Upper 2

25 Sandy River 1

26 Talarik Creek 1 (community
grant)

27 Twin Lakes, Lower 1 (community
grant)

28 Black Lake 1

29 Mother Goose Lake 1

30 Kontrashibuna Lake 2

31 Whitefish Lake 1

32 Nikabuna Lakes (3) 2

33 Pungakepuk Lake 1

34 Nushagak~-Cld Stuyahok 1

35 Nonruanuk Lake 1

36 Giberalter Lake 4

37 Copper River 1

A public purpose application was submitted on an exist-
ing airstrip on Sandy River (Map 2, Site No. 38) for dedica-
tion to public and agency use. This strip serves multiple
purpose usage and is in the process of being protected from
"enclosure entry."

The regional road system was measured for a rough
determination of the amount of public access the right-of-
way affords adjacent sport fisheries. Seven fisheries are
available to public access via three road routes. State
Route No. 4210 and Route 424 provide important ingress-
egress to the Newhalen and Lake Iliamna sport fisheries.
Lake Aleknagik and portions of the Wood River system are
afforded usable access via the Dillingham-Aleknagik Road.
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East Umiat-Interior-Copper River-Seward Meridian

This is a 219,000 square mile tract, the largest
unit of this project, and contains an estimated 40 per cent
of all lakes in Alaska. This region contains (1) high popu-
lation centers, (2) extensive highway and road systems, and
(3) the center of highest angler-use, pressure and demand.
Reference should be made to Map No. 3 and Subregional Map
3-A (FIGURES 4 and 5).

During this report pericd 97 waters were reviewed
and resulted in 65 site requests submitted on 67 fisheries
of over 4,400 surface acres. Rights-of-way are included
in total number of sites above mentioned. This region is
in a state of ever-changing land ownership and, as a result
of such activities as (1) extension of state land selections,
(2) planned and active highway programs and (3) land acqui-
sition projects now planned by various agencies, complex
access problems have been created that will have bearing
on the accessibility of sport fisheries.

Those angler foot trail rights-of-way surveyed, posted,
and plats completed during this period involved some
344,140 feet of trail, each averaging 10 feet in width.
These trails serve 25 sport fisheries. A more efficient
rights-of-way dedication procedure was jointly developed
by this agency and the Bureau of Land Management. The
procedure necessitated changes in past trail recommenda-
tions and accelerated current efforts. It is anticipated
that use of the new right-of-way administrative method
will greatly facilitate certain phases of this project.
For brevity of this report, rights-of-way recommended and
processed under this procedure are to be found in TABLE 5.

Twelve fisheries, as shown in TABLE 6, are recom-
mended for angler-trail rights-of-way dedication action.
The processing of these trails is being held in abeyance
until survey of traverses are completed. It is anticipated
that field surveys will be made during the summer of 1964
with the assistance of the State Division of Lands and the
U. S. Bureau of Land Management.

During 1962 and 1963, four historically use fishing
trails were recommended for public dedication. Subject
routes have now received final action and future patents
will note the reservation of each trail right-of-way as
requested. Refer to Map 3, Site No. 10.
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Figure 5.
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TABLE 5. Dedication of Rights-of-Way

Map and Procedures, Action Taken,

Site No. Fishery Status of Right-of-Way

3-a: 1 Crater Lake Previously surveyed, plat sub-
mitted, 44 LD 513 action re-
quested. Action taken.

2 Grayling Lake Previously surveyed, plat sub-
mitted, 44 LD 513 action re-
quested. Action taken.

3 Mae West Lake Previously surveyed, plat sub-
mitted, 44 LD 513 action re-
quested. Action taken.

4 Crosswind Lake Plats completed, submitted for
44 LD 513 action. Action taken.

5 Ewan Lake Plats completed, submitted for
44 LD 513 action. Action taken.

6 Nelchina Lakes (3) Plats completed, submitted for
44 1D 513 action. Action taken.

7 Mendeltna Creek Plats completed, submitted for
44 LD 513 action. Action taken.

8 Lee Lake Plats completed, submitted for
44 LD 513 action. Action taken.

9 Sandy Lake Plats completed, submitted for
44 LD 513 action. Action taken.

10 Gillispie Lake Plats completed, submitted for
44 1D 513 action. Action taken.
11 Lavery Lake Plats completed, submitted for
44 LD 513 action. Action taken.
12 Eureka Creek Plats completed, submitted for
44 LD 513 action. Action taken.
13 Moores Lake Previously surveyed, submitted
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TABLE 5 (Cont.) Dedication of Rights-of-Way

Map and Procedures, Action Taken,

Site No. Fishervy Status of Right-of-Way

3-A: 14 Caribou Lake Surveyed, plats completed,
action pending status sheets
from BLM.

15 Fish Lakes (2) Surveyed, plats completed,
action pending BLM status
sheets.

16 Mud Lake Surveyed, plats completed,
action pending BLM status
sheets.

17 Sevenmile Lake Previously surveyed, plat sub-
mitted. 44 LD 513 requested.
Action taken.

18 Ninemile TLake Previously surveyed, plat sub-
mitted. 44 LD 513 requested
Action taken.

19 Arizona Lake Previously surveyed, plat sub-
mitted for RS 2477. 44 LD 513
requested and acted upon.

20 Lost Cabin Lake Previously surveyed, plat sub-
mitted for RS 2477. 44 LD 513
requested and acted upon.

21 Jerky Lake Previously surveyed, plat sub-
mitted for RS 2477. 44 LD 513
requested and acted upon.

22 Cache Creek Previously surveyed, plat sub-

mitted for RS 2477. 44 LD 513
requested and acted upon.
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TABLE 6. Rights-of-Way Recommended for Survey and Dedication

Map No. Site No. Fishervy
3 1 Nadiwan Lake
3 2 Sand Lake
3-A 23 Swede Lake
3-A 24 Little Swede Lake
3-A 25 Little 7-Mile Lake
3 26 Medicine Lake
3 4 Railroad Lake 2
3 5 Knudson Lake
3 6 Chatanika #2
3 7 Birch Creek #2
3 8 Susitna Rd. Lakes (9)
3 9 Summit Lakes (3)

Under the provisions of the Small Tract Act (43 CFR-
257.17) Clear Creek (Map 3-A,#26) and Mile Sixteen Lake
(Map 3-A,#27) rights-of-way were requested across small
tract subdivisions. Action taken by the Bureau of Land
Management resulted in the notation of such public routes
within the patents.

Past access site and right-of-way requests on 14
waters received continued followup action on progress made
by agencies involved.

Fisheries recommended for reservation of small tracts
for public purposes (43 USC 251 and 254) are listed in TABLE
7. The sites are in process of being requested and acted
upon by the U. S. Bureau of Land Management.

TABLE 7. Public Purposes Tracts Recommended on Domain Lands
Map and Number of
Site No. Fishery Area Sites
3-11 Rainbow Lake Talkeetna 1

12 M270 Lake Talkeetna 1

13 Indian River Talkeetna 1

14 Hudson Lake Copper Center 1
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TABLE 7 (Cont.) Public Purposes Tracts Recommended on
Domain Lands

Map and Number of
Site No. Fishery Area Sites
3-15 Fish Lake Nenana 1

16 Boulder Creek Tanana 1

17 Black Rapids Lake Donnelly 1 R.O.W.

A review was made of 21 sport fisheries from information
provided by personnel of both the Sport Fish and Commercial
Fisheries Divisions of the Department of Fish and Game. Sub-
ject waters are now within either State general, mental health
or community land grant selection areas. All were previously
on public domain. TABLE 8 lists those fisheries that have had

public access site requests made to the State Division of Lands.

TABLE 8. State General, Mental Health and Community-Recrea-
tion Land Grant

Map and Number of
Site No. Fishery _ _Area _ Sites
3-18 Hazel Lake Seldovia 1

19 Anderson Beach Lake 1

20 Lake Port Dick 1

21 English Lake 1 1

22 English Lake 2 2

23 Alexandrovsk Lake Seldovia 1

24 Lake George Tanacross 1

25 George Creek 1

26 Lisa Lake 1 R.O.W.

27 Little Lisa Lake 1

28 Donna Lake 1 R.O.W.

29 Little Donna Lake 1

30 Monte Lake 1

31 Karen Lake Tanacross 1

32 Otto's Lake Lignite 1

33 Chena-Mastodon Creek Fairbanks 1

34 Chena-North Fork 1

35 Chena-West Fork 1

36 Chena-South Fork Fairbanks 1
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A survey covering eight State primary road systems
was conducted for an estimate of existing access these
systems provide to sport fisheries. More than 60 thousand
feet of right-of-way access to 38 sport fishing waters
exists. The lack of off-highway parking areas adjacent
to fishing waters and the destruction during road construction
of existing and used parking areas posed,and will continue to
pose, serious access—~to-fisheries problems.

Planned and activated road projects were followed
closely whenever possible and when plans were available.
It is recommended that all highway construction plans be
carefully reviewed for new site needs and for protection
of those usable, existing, off-highway parking areas.
Access to roadside fisheries provided by highway rights-
of-way, existing on State lands, are not reported.

Forty-nine waters were evaluated and requests were
submitted to the Department of Highways for (1) construction
of ramps leading from the new road to access site, (2)
leveling and compaction of new parking areas, and (3) avoid-
ing destruction of existing parking sites during construction
or paving activities. Further data on the nature of certain
specific fisheries-to-be afforded rights-of-way access, plus
a definite survey plat, is required on more than 60 regional
waters. Recommendations are held until such plats and in-
formation are acquired.

Nine bush airstrips were recommended by Departmental
personnel for reservation under 43 USC 251 and land status
searches were made to establish ownership, if any. Further
processing of these airstrips is being held in abevance
until a survey is made and until legal descriptions are
drawn up as required by law. Subject airstrips are indicated
by symbol "X" on Map 3.

Forty-four thousand acres of land, formerly withdrawn
for power sites and which were to be restored to domain
status, were closely reviewed and the fisheries existing
within the area discussed with regional biologists. The
nature of the terrain and the fisheries resulted in a
limited State land selection of restored area. The un-
selected balance of available power-site lands were re-
quested by the State Division of Lands to be withheld from
all forms of appropriation. Fisheries within the restora-
tion and now withdrawn area include the headwaters of Ship
Creek, Eagle River, and Rabbit Creek tributaries.
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TABLE 9. Fisheries within Potential National Forest State
Land Selection Zones

State State
Map and Selection Highways
Site No. Fishervy Location Only Only
4-3 Montana Creek Juneau X X
4 Windfall Lake X
5 Peterson Lake X
6 Fish Creek Douglas X X
7 Outer Point Creek X X
8 Hilda Point Creek X X
9 Trout Lake Wrangell X
10 Nemo Point Creek X X
11 Thomas Lake X
12 Thomas River X
13 Petersburg Creek Petersburg X
14 Blind River Slough X X
15 Crystal Lake Petersburg X
16 Kakwan Point Lake Petersburg X
17 Shakes Slough Lks. (2) X
18 Stikine River X X
19 Klawak Lakes (2) Craig X X
20 Maybeso Creek X X
21 Kasaan Bay X X
22 Karta River X X
23 Salmon Lake X
24 Little Salmon Lake Craig X
25 Blue Lake Sitka X X
26 Katlian Bay X
27 Nakwasina S. X X
28 Fish Bay X X
29 Ward Lake Ketchikan X
30 Donnell Lakes (2) X
31 Ketchikan Lake X
32 Carlana Lake X
33 Whitman Lake X
34 Beaver Falls Creek X X
35 Long Arm Lakes (2) X X
36 Naha River Ketchikan X X




An additional source of public access to marine and
freshwater fisheries was found when the interagency agree-
ment was authorized for management of the Copper River Delta
lands. This multiple agency plan now provides over a million
feet of potential access. The effects of (1) a major earth-
quake and (2) the resultant changes in the Copper River Delta
plain may well double the above~gquoted shoreline footage.

Southeast Alaska Region

This region contains roughly 52,000 square miles of
island and water environs and contains an abundance of
sport fisheries with most representative species present.
Ninety per cent of the land area is within National Forest.
Map 4 illustrates the effort and boundaries of this region.

Of 56 fisheries reviewed and evaluated, possible public
access problems may be encountered on 39 of these waters at
the time of community land selection by the State. Until a
more positive outline of the selection program is evident,
exact site and right-of-way needs or requirements cannot be
programmed and acted upon.

Two sites were requested from the State Division of
Lands for access use on Mental Health selection lands (Map
4, #1-#2) . Lower and Upper Dewey Lakes contain suitable,
desirable and used sport fisheries. Future expansion and
development of the Skagway-Whitehorse road system requires
the assurance of public access to these waters,

Thirty-nine potential community-recreational land
grant areas were studied during this report period. These
areas are located within the Tongass National Forest, and
were reviewed preparatory to possible land selections and
the subsequent need for public fishing access. This study
considered both fishing site needs and rights-of-way ser-
vicing the sites. Extension of existing highway systems
and planned new roads were taken into consideration.

TABLE 9 lists those areas that the Department may be con-
cerned with once the National Forest land selections are
applied for by the State of Alaska.

As of the closing date of this report, study reveals
that more than 84 thousand feet of marine shoreline have
been classified for public access use by the State Division
of Lands within this region.

288



Figure 6.

Map 4

South East Alaska

: ..Refers ' rg
N0
(132

&,

o Wrangelt
102
'fjg‘

S

(s

New Access Site Classification

® Site & Tidelands
@ Tidelands

289




Acknowledgements

Mr. Jay Bergstrand, Fisheries Biologist for this
Division, assisted in the numerous field surveys and,
more importantly, the tedious but vital land record
searches. His assistance and contribution to the project
is gratefully acknowledged.

The following agencies and personnel rendered
material service during this reporting period and their
generous contributions toward the public access program
is hereby acknowledged.

Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Lands, its Parks-Recreation, Land Disposal,
Tidelands and Land Classification Sections.

Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Office of the Director, its Land Offices,
Resource Management, Engineering, and Land
Appraisal Divisions.

Alaska Department of Highways, Right-of-Way and
Planning Sections.

Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Divisions of
Sport Fish, Commercial Fisheries, Game, Pro-
tection and Engineering personnel throughout
the State.

The Matanuska Valley and Tanana Valley Sportsmen -

Clubs.
Prepared by: Approved by:
Edward J. Cramer Louis S. Bandirola
Fishery Biologist D-J Coordinator
Date: August 15, 1964 Alex H. McRea, Director

Sport Fish Division

290




	00 Vol5 TP & Intro
	9-G



