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STATUS OF QUINHAGAK FISHERY

CooT.erci~l utiliz~t~o~ of sal~on in this 2rea hcs rem~ined licited

the processing and trr!nsport;'ltion of tb catch. This report includes a

brief description end rcview of the fi~hery includin~ a discussio~ on th~

eomn:ercirl potential for e.::!ch species of 531<::00. Aprendix T'J.blc 10shm:s

comzercinl catches ~~dc since 1960.
;

The Qllinhag;:lk sdmon Fi!';hery) sub-district 335-40, of th~ Kuskok<:..im

district harvests primarily those fish bound fOr the Arolil:. a.td Knnektok

river systecs. It is probnble that s~~~ Kuskok~i~ River sal~on cre also

taken. For th~ p<:!st thrc~ ycars, tr.~ fisp~ry hns :>ecu co.lductcd nct!.r tl-"~

villae;c of Quinh~2::l!< in !~uskokwim Bay bett/ceo markers located .:Jbout one

mile Er.5t of the r:outh of the K.::loc;{tok River ::nd ;;;t the to,'cr:t b,-:"!: of thc

Arolik River. The co~~rcial fishing arcu extends thl:ce r.lilcs of fsho=c

betw\:c:l these carl:er~, This is an zr('l'! of extensiv~ li'ud fl3tS d~ich arc

covered pith Hater a:: hil.h tide-. COt•.icrcinl fi,;,llin3 is conduclc:d by

drifting during the incor.\ing tidc \>!ithin a mile of shore. Access to Ltc

Kcnektok River is restricted during low tide. Ther~ is .E:.bout 4 to 6 fcet

of wetcr <1t th2 River entrallcc Dt hibh tide in the rath('r o-'!rr.:." ::nd

wfnding ch2:nc:1.

of th2 K"'V'lkt,,:,'< rd"v~r. but thi~ yiclc d n L.il,lC:h poon~r C;I.Ortl i.t)' of cr..lt.:.on

which lIed little =:Dri~~t \'~lu~ c::cept uho::n ctilned. ,\t the pr~::;cnt ti<:1c J

there is ~.till D rcl::itivcly i1L-~o:... tnnt ::;u~si~i.~llCC fi~hcry b'J.inZ ccrri:.:d
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This fish"ry is l,"ter th~n t jle Kuskok;!io River fishery i'5 the .::o:l1i.'on

runs appa=ent1y pc.:!k about 7 - 14 days l<1ter th.::n th'1 ca=r'::!ipor:ding sr-ecies

in the Ku~ko~:'iO'in. The Qcinhag~k fisherr:'1n ern .:lnd do f\:oh th~ Kuskokwio

River in Ju"e, the.t tr~i15fer to thz Quinhv_Gtlk fisbry dt:ring its pcok in

early July.

REGULATIO~;S

The Quinh~g~~ s~l~o~ fishery is rr.2n~eed so as to cncoura~e the devclo?-

It.~nt of a cc~erc!cl fishery on the 5a1;;-0:1 resource. The open c0I:'J;l~rch"1

fishing periods are 5et 50 3S not to conflict with the Kusko:-{wii'J River king

salwo:'l. fishery, th;.t is. tl:~y bll 0:1 different drys ::;'0 th:lt a pro::cGsor

PI10BJ..Er·IS A1\'D POTr:N".rI\L

Y':::lr:> I t:CI:::!: (,f L: ~ c:-·tch h~::- b~=,n :lo:.':'!. fre:.::h
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of the catch.

one d<1Y. Hhcn, because of l<1ck of tr~nsportation, or "l"lt'lther, the fisher-

tion of the s~lmon rens. Normally co-:r.L'~rCi03l fishing is nllo· ..zd t\:o days a

a t.'"cek in early July wl:en cbu:a and red 5[:li.10n ap.,~r,r in h':!rvc$t~ble nu::bcrs.

are of a mesh si¥e of about 5~ inch~s"

tran:;port,c;tion of th~ Sc.l:r.O:l to fr:cilities Dt L!!tr.• l, loc;!t<.!J 101 viles by

could utilize both ruas of fish without gettins "slugged" with fish on any

hove becl". attcl:.;>lccl.. In 1960 a sr.i:lll hr.td p~c:: ccr,ncry ".<~.:l c::;::oblis;1cd .at

The gredest p::Clblct" ~SsociD.ted "..ith the fi~l~:ry is Getting the sdlton

catch to processinG faciliti~s. Gcnerclly> this fish~ry is dependent on the

tI1Cn could r:ot fish, the op:m period;:; arc <lcljuste<'. to .11l!.YJ tll<l.:i.nut:l utiliz<J-

The gill nets arc lic>ited to 50 fathop~ in length, arc sh::llCl·.l in dc?th, .':!nd

Quinh<:lg::;·:, but \-!~S U:l~ucccnsf111 due to t:"-;Jn"?,,rc<1tion pr('lhl('m~. In 1961 a

\.'<lter 01" 72 [:Iilc::; 1;y air.

,.eek during th~ kin~ S~l80~ run ano th~n is ir.cre~sed to four or ~Qrc d~ys



into ncth~L ~:e<.'lthi!;r is 2.saLn the pric:~ delayiI'.3 fector 0:15 wr:en the uiI'.d

is cclm, often it is too fOS3Y for the usc of aircr~(t.

Th~re is a lan~in~ strip 1,960 feet in lcnbth which is suit£~!e for

light twin en3in~ air~raft ~r.cn there is ~at a stro~g cross vinJ. For

float :drcr~ft tl:~re is 2.bon: 2, 000 fc~t of river in Croat of Quinhttg.c.k

at low tide, dcpearli'O.3 ag~in on cross ..~1p.c.s. At high tide the :Bay can be

used if it is not too rough.

There orc no suitable buildings available for procezdng in Quinhagak.,
at the present ti.me. The Kan~ktok River ',lould be a good SOl.lrce of clean,

fresh water for a procc3sor ~s lana as it was taken fro:"l above the villnge.

Th~re is a f~ir to bo01 l~bor force avail~b!e in the village. This force

consists mainly of ,;or:t~n as the t:<cn fish co:::tercially in thi:! Kuskok'.'1iI'l

River or Bristol B",y crc2S. H:m}' of tha fisbn'~n ';::;.ald prefer to fish

"at home", but h:.ve no: bee:\ cble to do so due to tr.c l<lck of a good o<J;rket

fo:- th~ir fish.

The folloHins oue estimates of ?otenti~l fol,' e~ch sr..lron s?ecies in

respE:ct to co;n::'crci",J. utilization.

The KOl1cltto'{, - AroH!: ~3. Soll~:.'n are of tho S;)r;'lC quality as tho lower

Kuskoh:im River salmo~\ that is, they avcracic only fair in qu<:!lity. The

suzt3incd Dnnual harvest appec1rs to b2 <"ppro:::ir;;:ltcly 3,000 fish. There is

onJy: sc·,;)ll suh$i~tcn,:e fishery on kinzs ~o th~t th~ p::ljorily of these are

av<:!ileblc for t}~., co-:.,;.crci.::J.1 fisher;.

Therc to:; r: fai ... run of coho r,:;J 01.1 uhich h.;;c not bcen £rf:atly h::rvezted

in tl-.~ past so t'l<'lt date;. 0<1 hr.rvestr.:Jlc r~:~.t-.;:u; is llo::no::-u. Tr.c.rc ODy be
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a frc$h-f~ozen fish ;:,:<:r':et, which re(j,ui..re.s ::n O=2::~ brignt fish, is th::.t C'!t!.:l.),

.
are ·'v3ter-mar!:ed ll in t::~ ~re.a where co~~rcilt1 fishing c~n t~ke pIece. One

advantcgc of th~~e fi~h ~s that beccuse of their 3dv~nced ~~turiiy~ their eg~s

arc ezpccinlly v~luc.bl~ for the Jcpan2.se !:jur:c:~t. Tl-.crc arc probzbly from

10,000 to 25,000 C 11'.lr' <;?lnon O'lv~lilDble for co:r..r:crcial harvc<;:: in this area.

Both th= Ka,.:!.~:to~, tmd t.rolik Rive:,: r'_d $<,,:1r:.on run5 arc co:.:poz~d of a

single system -- single race stock and, t~crefor~, tend to f1~ctu~te grectly

in. t:lagnitud~s frc;J renr to ye~r. ~lith 3. 5p.:>r3dic run of this sort, th~

allO\;able co;r:-~rcial c~tch will "J2r}' fNon a fC',1 incidentall)' c<J.ptured fish to

a high of 50,00') to 70,000. Fed saIL:r.),l ar.:.: ~n iTI'portant su:':sistc:1cC fish to

the. village of Quinh'Jg~~' ::md allow:mces r.-.u:;t be l1lJ.'1e for thi~ in re3ul~tion

of the cOli:Plerci.l1 fishery. Based on p<!st catch .-:nd cscape-:1cnt dat~ presented

in Appendix Table 11, it is possible to oat,c [;cn::ral predictions rC:2,3rdine

the return in 1968: .:?:l abovc - aver3ze :::-<.:n is b.dic<:totld "hich should be

similar iil cz:gn ·I.:ue':; to tte 1964 nm (95-100,000).

Hith th~ .:?dv::nt of the Jl"'p;mese dCl'1,md (or salr.:.on, there is ~ good oppor-

tunit)' (or a sr.;nll ~rocessins f<tcilily to be £ct U? r1t Quinh~!:.~~:. Thi:! b~st

usc of these fish in reg<:<:rJs Lo the loc:2l ccor,omy ~:vuld b::! the scr:;i~dL'csscd)

hard salt product ptus processin3 the ro~. This lJ;t'thod Hai':- tried in 1967

in Bethel with "':101c undressed fish bein:; flo:;-n frOI'\ Quinh.ne:·k to Ecthcl.



APPE~1)IX TABLE: 10

FED SAI1lO~J CO:'j1Z:{CLt~L C:\Tcms, ESTI}~~.T2!J ESCI,P::::·:E:;rs AI::D TCTt,L 1.1
RlE~ FOR QUIN}~~G!~K (SUBDISTRICT 335-40 O? KUS~::O:Z! ...lTI:l DISTRIC·.!'), 1959-1967

Co~mc.rcinl Ee$t EstimLlte
Yetor Cetch Aerie1 S.~~.E.. To~:er Count of Tot21 Run

1959 0 102,500.3.1 105,000

1960 5,649 77,000-100,oaoll 85-100,000

1961.Y 2.308 3, cooll 22,000 25-30, 000

1962 10,313 15,500 25-30, 000

1963 a

1964 13. I ;.?:2 80,00011 95-100,000

1965 1.886 6,5001.1 10-20,000

1966 1,030 12,200]) 15-20,000

1967 652 3,81f01.1 5-10,000

1/ Inc1uJes esc;,pemcnt data for Kane;~tok nh,tlr systeD.l only

11 Good survey conditions

11 Poor - fair $ULVcy conditions

!!../ Aerial surveys fil3de of three unnr.n:cd Likes in U?~Cl- drLli~<,gc only
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APP:NDIX TAnLE 11

QUINH,\GAK (S'!J.~nISTRrCT 335-40 0:;' KUSKO!-.~HN DISTRICT)
CO:n-fi::RCBL SAll-1ml CATCI::S) 1960-67

~ King.!!. Red£: CO~'lOS Pin:~s Chums---- ----
1960 0 5,M·9 3)000 0 0

1961 4,328 2,308 46 90 18,864

1962 5,526 10,313 0 4,340 45,707

1963 6,555 0 0 0 0

19M l,) 031 13,422 379 939 707

1965 2)976 1,886 0 0 l~,2/(2

1966 278 1,030 0 268 2,610

1967 0 652 1,926 0 8,OD7


