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Clupea harenqus Linnaeus 1758
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" Herring are very commdn-through out Bristol Bay during
their sprTng-sbawning\cycfe; They utilize much of thé Fucus

and Zostera;seégweéd'beds in the area to Tay their eggs on.

LY

Map FIGURE FTshows thevareas,where'herrlng were known to have
utilized for spawnlng. Thns lustJng is most_ kaery not complete

and herring probably;wllr be found using other'areas.

e ]

. Herring probably have»the greatest commercial fishery
potentnaT of the&non: lmond F‘Ehes of Bristol Bay. The

spawnTng popu]atfcn appears to be quité Targe.

. Im 1975, sp@wnLng started around 26 May and was st|11
inf;rogress on 15 June. |t appeared that waves of herring

would hit the bégzhéé;-spawh'éﬁd then scﬁod]s would break up
.and.the spent herring would disperse tﬁ;ough out the area.
The movement of the'épent herring appeared to be in a’west--
erly direction as seen by the,catchnng of spent herring to
the west of any observed spawnnng, Hagemelster Strait and
near'Cape Newenhamu .i _

Map FIGURES i, 1§, and t& shows the distribution of herring
scho§l§ and spawning areas by.the date of the survey. Surveying
was done by airplane. ' - .

' FlGURElé’ghows the length frequency of a sample taken
in Nushagak Bay at Protection Piont on 4 June 1975. The

size of the herring in this sample is'biaséd because they .

were taken in a gill net'withAa stretch mesh size of 3 inches.

Althbugh some of these herring were sexually ripe, neither

spaQﬁing herring or their spawn was located'in'Nushagak Bay.

The 1975 commercial operation on herring'roe on kel

and ripe herring for their sack roe centered in Metervik J
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FIGURE *%. Clupea harenqus - Paciflic Herring ,
29 to 3} May 1975 B - - | o
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- Mallotus villosus (MulTer), 1777 i . = 2. - Z
- - . - . .. . o
Capelim ) a

-
-
-

The spawnfng po'pu'Ta"'tIont' of Capelim is very large in

Bristol Bay. Ouring their spawning in June., Capelin were

utilizing a]l the fine gravel beaches in the area surveyed

34

from the Nushagak Peninsula to Cape Newenham and along the

——

Bl banke —
south side of Kuskokwim Bay, see the map, FIGURES® 32s~433

Spawning. and balls of unspawned Capelin were observed

from 36 May to 15" June 1975, with the trend beTng--_Eh—a:t;fkﬁawnTng
progressed from the south to the north.. .
Because of their small size, the trawl:samples are strongly
biased towards the.l‘argest sized fish. '
': Sub_s:’éfence utilization of the Capelin is ver\) minor
with some being taken with dn’p: nets along the north side of
Togiak Bay- from near T'og.iak village to. Tongue Point.
A commercial operato:l teported tha.-t they might te worth
2 to 3 cents per pound if he could be sure of obtaining a
. million pounds or more per year. There was a small commercial

sample taken a few years ago. -

- X length ‘Ii'ange Sample
Species . minimum maximum  size
Osmerus eperlanus 1344 62 182 . 65
Mallotus villosus 130.2 " 110 146 4
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Cape Newepham

. .GURE 33,

Mallotus vlllosus Muller 1777
Capelln
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Spawning distribution, Bristol Bay.-
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Survey of 15 June 1975
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