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INTRODUCTION

As Final compilation of the commercial harvest and escapement data is completed
the 1969 Bristol Bay Y'ed selmon season begins to emerge as an unusual season for this
world-famous red salmon fishery. In view of the fact that earlier reports based on
incomplete information indicated that the 1969 return would probably fall significantly
below the fore-casted return, it is appropriate to review the 1969 season now that com­
plete information is available. Contrary to initial reports of another disaster season
for Bristol Bay, a commer'cial catch approaching 500,000 cases of reds was eventually
harvested from an inshore return of 19,043,000, a return which fell only 2,231,000
fish short of the 21,274,000 pre-season forecast (Tables 1 & 2).

Several factors combined to distinguish the 1969 season from recent seasons in
Bristol Bay. First, and most significant, the total inshore return of approximately
19,000,000 reds represtents a record Y'eturn for non-peak years since 1955 when reliable
inshoY'e return data Has first available. In comparison, 1961 and 1966 experienced in­
shore ret1cittns of 18,116,000 and 17,553,000 respecTively, while the next largest non­
peak year was 1959 when 12,889,000 reds Y'eturned to Bristol Bay. Two independent pre­
season forecasts of the 1969 inshore reTurn of reel salmon pl~ovid2d by the Alaska Depart­
ment of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and the Fisheries Research IIlstitute of the University of

, Washington (FRI) indicated l'eturns of 21,274,000 and 16 0 200,000 Y'ed salmon respectively.
The ADF&G forecast for individual river systems was based primarily on the size of
parent spawning populations, past age compositions and recent returns, while the FRI
forecast Has developed from the annual high seas sampling of immature reds south of the
Aleutian ISlands. In view of the variability existing in factors affecting salmon
survival, both forecasts compared favorably with the actual return of 19,043,000. The
primary significance of this large ret~~~ is the opportunity it presented to achieve a
large non-peak year escapement for the major Kvichak River spawning grounds.

A second feature of particular note in the 1969 Bristol Bay season was the strike
for higher salmon prices by independent fishermen. This strike climaxed on July 1 Hhen
striking fishermen formed a vessel blockade across the mouth of the Naknek River to
prevent company fishermen, who had already negotiated a price settlement, from leaving
the river and entering the Naknek-Kvichak fishing district to participate in a 12-hour
fishing period. An emergency ordeY' by ADF&G provided foY' an additional 12-hour fish­
ing period on July 1 and 2 in the Naknek-Kvichak district was then rescirided by the
Governor's Task Force in an attempt to prevent threatened, serious violence and to ex­
pedite settlement of the price dispute to insure harvest of this valuable resource.
After 76 hours of substantially curtailed fishing effort as a result of the crippling
strike, fishing Has resumed in the Naknek-Kvichak district at 1:00 a.m. on July 3.
Large early escapements were attained in several of the river systems as a result of
the reduction in fishing effort due to the labor dispute.

A third, unusual characteristic of the 1~j69 season Has the timing and auY'ation of
the red run. Although significant numbers of salmon appeared in the fishing districts
earlier than normal - a pattern similar to those of the past two years - the 1969 run
Has of a much longer duration, with a resulting depressed peak period strength. Depressed
catches during the normal peal; ;:;eriods led to the belief that the 196~J run "iOuld fall
significantl"v short of exp~cta.tioIlS. Th~,2e depressed catches Here accentt12ted in the
Naknek:-Kv.ic~.l.c:.k distr'ict b~y:" the fact that the processcHi

' s pr)E:lirnina~y caterl r'epoy;ts for
the LJuly 3 fishing pei'i·:)d under-estirr:ated the actual comTnepcial ca,tcfJ of 1,591,000 by
approxi~ate17 50% - an er~o~ of appr'oximately 800,080 fish willeh W2S not detected until
after the season W2~ over.












































































