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General

Secssa caiches were poor, but individual fisherman's catches were
$oL.. due to reduction in size of the fishing fleet. Only eight companies
peoked Zish. Taree freezexrs operated. Due to reduced effort, individual
cornings in 1959 were as good or better than in many past years.,

Corzicce closures of the Naknek-Kvichak, Egegik and Ugashik
w-stviccs and limits on commercial catch in Nushsgak were published
irn clie Federal Register on Apriil 28, 1959. These curtailments were
iugsoseéd in light of an expected small cycle run and zn intense hnigh
ceas fishery. The Federal Register of May 30, comtained further zmendments,
ane Limiced fishing was advocated for all districts. The total red salmon
Tun was oscisated at 12,889,000.

Nuoo.zax District

A price dispute resulted in cessation of fishing between Jume 22 and
July 1. 3y July 1, escapement into Wood River had already reached 800,000.
Tre csota. run was 4.8 million red salmon. Aerial surveys indicated
escozements of: 15,000 for Nushagak-Mulchatna and 140,000 for Snake
River., Cztch of king salmon reached 38,764 with 8%~inch mesh, and

rczched o Zinal total of 54,299, A large king escapement was observed.



Togiak District

Effort remained similar to level experienced since 1955. Aerial surveys
gave estimate of 180,000 reds in escapement.

Naknek -Kvichak Distriet

Kvichak River was expected to be poor. Good runs to Branch River
and Naknek system gave a total district return of 5.4 million,

Egegik and Ugashik Districts

Total run was 1.7 million to Egegik district, which exceeded expect-
ation. There was good utilization of system's spawning areas. Ugashik

had a poor rum; 643,000 total return.
- 1958 =~

General

Very p&or pack in 1958. Only nine operators canned fish, while two
ireezers operated. Salmon runs were poor in all districts except the
Nushagak and Togiak. Weather was generally very poor throughout the
fishing season, severly limiting stream surveys. Fishing in the Naknek-Kvichak
district was very poor; fair in Egegik, Ugashik and Togiak districts;
and good in the Nushagak district. Total red szalwon run was estimated
at 5,769,000, Pink salmon run to Nushagak was very large (60,007 cases)
and is exceeded only in 1912 and 1920. 1958'represents first year
sm2ll mesh gear (&%") was legal. Good king run and catch (87,245) was
nighest since 1929. During the early part of the king season the
catch was running almost 95% large kings (over 15 1bs.), and dropped

to about 50% by the first week of red season.

)



Aexial surveys revealed the following estimated escapements:
Tikchik system, 31,395 reds and 800,000 pinks; Big Creek (Naknek-Kvichak),
.1,000 kings; Naknek River,-l,OOO pinks; Mother Goose, 18,350 reds, 1,900
kings and 700 chums; and Togiak district, 72,000 reds.

Average earnings for one-man drift boats in the Naknek-Kvichak

district were $1,591, while set netters averaged $606.
- 1957 -

General

Fish tickets and registration plates were used for the first time
in 1957. The salmon runs in the Togiak, Nushagak and Ugashik districts
were below average, while the Naknek—kvichak and Egegik districts had
fair runs. Total value of the 1957 pack was $18,761,869. Twelve canneries
operated in 1957, three salters and two freezers. The summer weather
was unusually fair, although canneries had difficulties holding fish,
The total red salmon rum was estimated at 11,009,000.

Nushagak District

Peak of the red rum occurred on July 8-9. Commercial red catch was
491,498. Escapementsin the various systems were: Wood River, 288,950;
Tikchik system, 70,000; Nushagak-Mulchatna, 40,000; and ngshik, 67,200,
King salwon run peaked during June 10-20 and escapements were known to
be poor. Chum salmon escapement was fair. Two hundred and twenty drift
nets participated in the king salmon fishery. The average king salmon
take was 258 ($877). During the red season 217 boats and 110 set nets

operated. The average income earnmed was $3,225.



Togiak District

The total red run was about 72,000 (32,000 in escapement). Peak of
Tun occurred on week ending July 6. Chum salmon return was good; 44,000
in catch and 200,000 in escapement (aerial estimaté of Togiak River).
Forty units of gear operated in the district, compared with 29 the
year before. Entire season was on a Sg—day-per-ﬁeek basis. The average
income was $935. Togiak effort was all drift nets, although effort in
ea;lier years was reported to be mostly set nets.

Naknek-Xvichak District

Peak of red salmon run was on July 8-9; the peak being very sharp
due to the fact that there was no body to the run. Total red catch
was 4.6 million. Average effort in the Naknek-Kvichak district was
475 drift boats and 56 set nets, while during the peak of the fishery
571 drift boats and 79 set nets were in operation. Drift boat average
income was $7,592, while set nets averaged $3,387.

Egcegik District

Total red salmon run was 1.2 million. Red run peaked during July

8-9 (240,000 in catch), however, catches were maintained at a higher level

than the Naknek-Kvichak throughout the entire season. Very dry weather
had adverse effect on spawning grounds, and some sffeams were completely
dry. Average drift gear was 119, with 11 set mets, however, at one time
150 drift nets and 14 set nets delivered fish.

Average earnings were: drift nets - $5,700 and set nets - $1,258.

Ugashik District

Total red salmon run was 566,000. Run peaked on July 8-9, when

86,000 reds were caught. The counted escapement into Ugashik Lakes



was 214,800, while an additional 6,000 were counted in the Mother Goose
system by aerial surveys. Average effort was 61 drift nets and 21 set

nets. Average earnings were: drift nets - $4,430 and set nets - $1,259."
- 1956 -

General

Boats and fishermen were registered for the first time in 1956.
The salmon runs were fair in the Togiak district; red run Qas poor in
the Nushagak, while kings, chums, pinks and cohos were fair; red rums
were fair in the Naknek-Kvichak and Egegik districts; all runs were
poor in the Ugashik district. Value of 1956 pack was $21,489,737. = n
Warm weather in July resulted in heavy losses (estimated over 200,000
salmon) before canneries could impose limits. Totdl red salwon run
was estimated at 23,848,000.

Nushagak District

Total red salmon zun was 2.3 million, with catch of 1.2 million
and escapements of: Wood River, 771,004; Tikchik Lakes, 70,000 (aerial
estimate); Igushik, 200,000 (aerial estimate); Snake River, 2,400
(aerial estimate).

The red run peaked during July 12-13, King salmon catch was 56,251
and escapement was known to be poor. King catch was low due to short
season caused by price dispute. Pink salmon season was very good, however,
only 72,583 were taken by the fishery. Only S%"'mesh was allowed,
although permission to use smaller mesh nets was granted. Chum and
coho runs were both good. Gear participating in the fishery was 195

drift nets and 139 set nets.



Togiak District

Total red salmon run was 326,900 with catch of 101,933 and
escapement of 225,000 (aerial estimate). Amount of gear in the /
district was 29 drift nets. Average catch was 3,515 reds. Aerial
surveys accounted for escapements of 50,000 chum salmon and 12,000
pink salmon, all in the Togiak Lakes and River. |

Naknek-Kvichak District

The run started slowly, but began to pick-up around ngy 9, when
canneries were slugged with fish and the following limits were
imposed on fishermen: 2,000 to 2,500 per boat during first 15 hours
on July 12-13 and 1,350 during last 24 hours. Aerial survey of Kvichak
River showed band of fish on each side of river from tidewater to Iliamna
Lake. Catch was 6.0 million with escapements as follows: Naknek weir,
1.8 million; Branch, 600,000 (aerial estimate); Kvichak River, 9.4
million. Total run was 17.8 million. King salmon run was fair and
chum salmon run average. Gear. in the fishery was 323 drift boats and
74 set nets.

Egegik District

Total run was 2.3 million, with 1.2 million to catch and 1.1 million
to escapement, Limits of 2,000 reds were placed on fishermen for 19
hours on July 12. Operating gear numbered 83 drift nets amd 30 set
nets. Run peaked on July 12-13.

Ugashik District

Total run was 772,000 with 342,000 in catch and remainder in
escapement. An additional 5,000 red salmon were aerial counted in
the Mother Goose system. Gear operated was 45 drift nets and 27 set

nets. Run peaked on July 12-13.
FHHE
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Ojﬂﬁe N e107 ANAUIN + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  : Laboratory Dlrector, BCF Blologmal Laborator)DATE August 8, 1960
Seattle, Washington '
~

‘FROM  : Acting Regional Director, BCF, Juneau N

SUBJECT:* Ahstention Items

'In accordance with Mr. Fredin's telephone request of August 1, the ‘following parfs
of the Lists of Abstention Items (your memorandum of April 27) are forwarded:

From List la

Part IV A, For the Bristol Bay red salmon stock (all flshmg distxicts com-
bined), 1958 and 1959: . : .

_1. 'For the powerboat drift gill net fishery:
“a. . Catch in numbers of fish

1958 - 2,765, 251 reds
1959 - 4,065,995 reds

b. Numbers of fathoms of gear fished.

1958 - 901,165 fathom days
1959 - 951, 465 fathom days

s

2. For the set gill net fishery:

a, Catch in numbers of fish

1958 --220, 415 reds ki

1959 - 542,124 reds § 4

b. Number of fathoms of gear fished. j .

- . ‘.e ?: "

1958 - 92, 265 fathom days 25 3
¥ 1959 - 122, 550 fathom days- i
: - %
. 3 F“or_ each fishing district:» | i‘mxm»smﬂqm‘m o ;4

AN The number of days of fishing in the season.
(1) Ugashik

1958 - 9 days 3 hours
1959 - 12 days 18 hours

L I YT
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Laboratory Director, Seattle - - i August 8, 1960

(2) Egegik

1958 - 9 days 3 hours
1959 - 15 days 12 hours

(3) Nzknek - Kvichak

1958 - 7 days 15 hours
1959 - 14 days 21 hours

(4) Nushagak

1958 - 11 days 15 hours
1959 - 15 days 6 hours

From List 1b
'_Pa.rt IB. . For the Bristol Bay red salmon:
1, "For each district

a. The age composition (i.e,, proportions of 4, 5, 6, and
7-year old fish) of the total run in 1956, 1957, 1958, and

1959
District - Age
4 5 3 7
| Naknek - Kvichak 1956 45.9 42.0  12.4 0.2
' - e 1957 0.8 82.7 16.8 - 0.1
1958 - 10. 4 42,9 46.4 0.2
1959 (1) Sy (L) (1)
. Egegik 1956 16.8 58. 2 23.8 1.2
1957 1.1 34.2 63. 4 1.1
wow .. 71958 1.8 58. 6 38.6 0.8
4 o 1959 (1) (1) (1) (1)
L3 e : - DyI
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Laboratory Director, Seattle -3- S, August -8, 1960

District Age
A 7 BT 6 7
Ugashik 1956 60.2 30. 1 9.4 0.3
- . 1957 23.2 66. 2 9.8 0.0
1958 4.5 g4 10. 9 0.0
1959 4.1 (2) 59.7 33.3 0.1 (2)
Nusbagak 1956  26.0 - 67.0 - 7.0 0.0
' 1957 (3) e - (3) - (3) (3)
1958 (3) (3) () (3)

1959 (3) (3) - (3) (3)

(1) 1959 age analysis not complete.

(2) Preliminary figures.,

(3) Data collected by Fisheries Research Institute, University of Washington,
and not yet available in Juneau. _

b. The total run, catch, and escapement (all figures in
millions of fish) for 1959

District Catch " . Escapement Total Run
" . bl 687
Naknek - Kvichak 1,689,425 3,732,262 (1) 45967256
"Egegik : 662,391 1,072,459 1,734,850 ‘T
' Ugashik 423,414 219, 228 , 642, 642
Nushagak 1,719, 687 3,103,408 (2) 759304505
4 ¥qe 917 - ) 323,3%

(1) - Naknek escapement - 2, 232, 644
Kvichiak escapement - 674,187 and
Branch River escapement - 825,431

(2) Wood River esca.pement - 2,210,763; Igushik escapement - 643, 808; Nujrukuk
. escapement 48 837 and Sna.ke Rwer escapement (esblmated) - 200 000
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- Laboratory Director, Seattle -4- - August 8, 1960

c¢. The total return from the 1952 escapement (i.e.,

' through the 7-year old fish) and the return to date
from the 1953 escapement (i.e., through the 6-
year old fish).

Brood Year Returned at age (1, 000's of fish)

: : 4 E 6 7
1952 . (56) (57) (58) (59
Naknek - Kvichak . 7,897 6, 868 850 » (1)
Egegik ‘ - 385 o412 289 (1)
Ugashik . 461 375 .. 80 ()
Nushagak 644 (2) (2) (2) -

1953 (:57) (58) - (59) ' (60)
Naknek - Kvichak | 66 785 (1) ()

_ Egegik 13 439 (1) (1)
Ugashik 131 . 622 (1) (1)
Nushagak (2) (2) (2)- (2)

(1) Age analysm not complete for 1959 or 1960

(2) FRI data
d. The aﬁoount of fishing effort (expressed in 2-man
pow er boat days) in 1958 and 1959.

’ Fishing effort (1)

District : : 1958 1959 .

' drift set drift set

Naknek - Kvichak « 224 183.75 90. 85 2,057.50 - 194. 60
- Egegik ; 900, 45 21.07 826. 60 33.78
. Ugashik ’ . 534,47 56.25 542, 80 82.37

Nushagak . 2,389.10 469.10 2,916, 20 483. 20

Total ' 6,007.77 637.27 6, 343,10 793.95

.(1) ‘Conversion. factors:, set net = Q. 25 two—man powerboat in Naknek -~ Knchak
% _Egegik and Ucrash1k set net = 0 40’ two—man powerboat in Nushaga.k A

w
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Laboratory Director, Seattle ‘ -5~ ) August 8, 1960

Work is in progress on the remaining parts of Lists la and Ib and we anticipate
completion of these in the near future. The remaining lists of Abstention Items
are under review and information on their status will be forthcoming.

. o . a0 Fode
: : , Francis W. Stokes
Acting Regional Director
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