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INTRODUCTION 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Aquatic education in Southcentral Alaska began in 1989 with an experimental classroom salmon 
egg incubation program supported by the former Fisheries Rehabilitation Enhancement Division 
(FRED) of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G).  This program was based out of 
the Big Lake Hatchery and initially concentrated on Matanuska-Susitna Valley schools, but by 
school year 1990/1991 supported projects in five Matanuska-Susitna Valley and five Anchorage 
area schools. 

During this same time frame, FRED Division had plans to initiate a project to conduct research 
on stream rehabilitation techniques and structures the division was planning to construct in 
Anchorage area streams, with emphasis on Campbell Creek.  The program was to be funded in 
part by the Alaska Science and Technology Foundation (ASTF), which was interested in the 
development of low cost stream restoration techniques that the general public and other agencies 
could afford and utilize along streams around Alaska.  The projects would be small in design and 
materials would be inexpensive and easy to install. 

A union of the fledgling aquatic education program and the new stream restoration effort 
occurred in July 1991 when the new project biologist realized there was an opportunity to 
combine these efforts to create an educational outreach program, which was named the Salmon 
Trout Restoration Education and Aquatic Management (STREAM) Program. 

The main goal of the program was, as it remains today, to increase the public’s awareness of 
Alaska’s healthy wild salmon stocks through education and the offering of hands-on 
opportunities.  In this way it is hoped that they will become personally involved and become 
better stewards of this valuable resource.  In 1996, the STREAM Program was transferred to the 
Division of Sport Fish (SF).  At that time, angler education and outreach became the main goal of 
the STREAM Program. 

The STREAM Program’s activities have been modeled after other existing agency aquatic 
education and outreach programs such as the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
(ODF&W) Salmon Trout Enhancement Program (STEP) and the federal Department of Fisheries 
and Ocean’s (DFO) Salmonid Enhancement Program (SEP) in British Columbia, Canada.  
Components of these programs have been incorporated into STREAM Program activities; 
however, these programs use activities to concentrate on enhancement of depleted salmon stocks 
while the ADF&G program focuses on maintaining already healthy stocks around the state.  
Salmonid enhancement is not an integral part of the STREAM Program. 

The STREAM Program continues to expand its efforts and in 1998 moved into surrounding areas 
of Southcentral Alaska, including the Kenai Peninsula and the Copper River basin.  The program 
has also been supporting Cooperative Extension Service (CES) classroom salmon egg incubation 
projects statewide on a technical basis since this program was established several years ago. 

The success and popularity of the STREAM program is due to the high visibility of the program.  
Staff are in the schools and field with the students and volunteers that have the desire to learn 
more about Alaska’s salmon resources.  This not only allows the department to inform the 
public, but enables the public to become more aware of the department’s concerns and to 
understand why and how the resource is managed. 
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1998 ACTIVITIES 
The STREAM Program accomplishes its goals in many ways, but primarily incorporates and 
develops hands-on activities to increase the public’s awareness of our salmon resources.  The 
program focuses on education and outreach as its primary tools to accomplish its goals; however, 
with the ever increasing demand for educational activities and materials, the time consuming 
small scale stream restoration outreach activities have decreased significantly since the early days 
of the program.   

Activities conducted by the STREAM Program are summarized in two categories, education and 
outreach.  Education activities include:  classroom salmon egg incubation, classroom visits and 
presentations, field educational experiences, teacher workshops/in-services, adopt-a-stream 
program and educational materials.  The outreach component includes:  stream restoration/ 
habitat activities, shows and special events, requests for information, materials and equipment 
and media coverage.  These activities are summarized below for fiscal years 1991-1998.  

EDUCATION 
Classroom Salmon Egg Incubation 
As one of the original aquatic education tools, classroom salmon egg incubation activities have 
long been the backbone of the educational effort in Southcentral Alaska.  Classroom salmon egg 
incubation came to Alaska using technology developed by the DFO-SEP in British Columbia.  
Classroom salmon egg incubation projects are used as a part of SEP’s Salmonids in the 
Classroom program.  Since its origins at the Big Lake Hatchery, these projects now exist in 55 
ADF&G STREAM Program sponsored schools in Southcentral Alaska and statewide in 
approximately 60 Cooperative Extension Service (CES) sponsored schools.  These projects 
continue to be for educational purposes only and not for enhancement.   

Most schools are using 29-gallon aquariums with standard undergravel filter plates, powerheads 
and aquarium gravel.  The tanks are insulated and darkened using 1-inch high density Styrofoam 
and water is refrigerated using a chiller unit from Taylor refrigeration in Vernon, British 
Columbia, Canada.  If schools are on a city treated water system, they must dechlorinate their 
water before introduction into their tank.  These systems incubate up to 250 eggs.  Coho salmon 
Oncorhynchus kisutch is the species used to obtain salmon eggs for Southcentral Alaska school 
projects because its egg development stages from spawning to fry emergence coincide best with a 
school year. 

Anchorage area incubator equipment is funded cooperatively between CES and the STREAM 
Program.  The CES receives approximately $5,000 from EXXON U.S.A. to purchase 
refrigeration units for Anchorage Schools.  CES orders these units from Canada and turns them 
over to the STREAM Program for distribution.  The STREAM Program supplies the other 
equipment and accessories required.  Schools in other districts (Matanuska-Susitna, Kenai 
Peninsula and Copper River) are responsible for acquiring their own equipment or can receive 
assistance from the STREAM Program if they purchase a refrigeration unit themselves.   

Several schools utilize a technique developed by the STREAM Program where the school cannot 
afford to purchase a refrigeration unit.  This technique uses a small one gallon aquarium inside of 
a refrigerator, which chills the water, to incubate approximately 50 salmon eggs through the fry 
stage.  
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The classroom salmon egg incubation program enables students and teachers, as well as parents, 
to witness and monitor the early development of a salmon from egg to fry, probably the least 
understood stages of the salmon’s life cycle, but a period we as humans have great control over.  
Classes are responsible for monitoring tank temperature on a daily basis and performing water 
exchanges once a week.  Classroom salmon egg incubation projects focus on increasing student 
awareness of salmonid life histories, biology, anatomy and habitat requirements of these fish. 

Educational materials have been developed and continue to be developed to complement this 
program.  The STREAM Program modified the primary version of Salmonids in the Classroom 
with permission from DFO.  The curriculum package has been well received and the intermediate 
version of this same series is in the process of being modified.  A Guide to Classroom Salmon 
Egg Incubation in Alaska has been in draft form for several years but is also being distributed to 
teachers.  A modified life-cycle poster originally produced by the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (WDF&W) and salmon egg vial displays constructed by high school students 
are also made available to educators. 

In 1998, forty-one Anchorage area schools conducted classroom salmon egg incubation projects 
(Table 1); no increase from the previous year.  There were 11 participating schools in the 
Matanuska-Susitna Valley area (Table 2); an increase of 2 schools from the previous year; 2 
schools on the Kenai Peninsula (Table 3), where there was no participation during previous 
years; and 1 school in the Copper River basin (Table 4), where there also had been no previous 
project.  Tables 1 through 4 also document the growth of incubation projects from the 1990/1991 
school year to the present.  

In late September and early October, classes from Anchorage and the Matanuska-Susitna Valley 
come to Campbell Creek and Spring Creek, respectively, to participate in a coho salmon egg 
take.  The children witness the beginning of life of a salmon and leave with up to 250 fertilized 
eggs which they then observe and monitor throughout the winter.  Schools on the Kenai 
Peninsula receive their coho salmon eggs at the eyed stage from the Fort Richardson Hatchery 
because there is no local egg-take site available.  Those eggs are shipped at no charge via 
commercial air carrier.  Copper River basin schools currently receive fertilized coho salmon eggs 
from an egg take at the privately operated Solomon Gulch Hatchery in Valdez.  The classroom 
eggs eventually hatch and turn into fry at which point the class receives salmon food from the 
Fort Richardson Hatchery.  The fish are released in mid-May in landlocked lakes:  Taku-
Campbell Lake in Anchorage, Matanuska Lake in Palmer, several lakes in the Kenai/Soldotna 
area and Strelna Lake near Kenny Lake. 

Egg-take and release summary information for each area can be found in Tables 5-12.  
Anchorage area events continue to account for the largest amount of participation during egg 
takes (1,520 students) and releases (1,800 students) due to the large number of schools 
participating.  Egg takes in Anchorage are held over a 2-day period for classes to attend.  An egg 
take is conducted on a third day (Saturday) for instructors who could not attend with their class.  
The fry release in the Anchorage area is the only organized release in the region where classes 
come out on a single day to release their fry.  In 1998 the program saw an increase in egg-take 
participation in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley (280 students in 1998 as compared to 150 the 
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Table 1.-Anchorage area classroom salmon egg incubation projects by 
school, 1991 through 1998. 
School 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Susitna Elem. X X X X X X X X 

Gruening MS X X X X X X X  

Girdwood X  X X  X   

Sand Lake Elem. X        

Chugiak HS X X X X X X X X 

Inlet View Elem.  X X X X X X X 

Steller Alternative  X X X X X X  

Rogers Park Elem.  X    X X X 

Central JHS   X X X X X X 

Bear Valley Elem.   X X X X X X 

Northwood Elem.   X X X    

Dimond HS   X X X X X X 

Denali Elem.   X X X X X X 

Service HS   X X X X X X 

Eagle River Elem.   X X X X X X 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton   X X X X X X 

Fairview  Elem.    X X X X X 

Chinook Elem.    X X X X X 

Chugach Optional    X X X  X 

East HS    X X  X X 

Chester Valley Elem.    X X X X X 

Wendler JHS     X X   

Polaris Alternative     X X X  

Hanshew MS     X X   

Scenic Park Elem.      X X X 

Baxter Elem.      X X X 

Nunaka Valley Elem.      X X X 

Taku Elem.      X X X 

Aurora Elem.      X  X 

Alpenglow Elem.      X X X 

O’Malley Elem.      X X X 

-continued- 
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Table 1.-Page 2 of 2. 
School 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Bayshore Elem.      X   

Tudor Elementary       X X 

Homestead Elementary       X X 

Gladys-Wood Elem.       X X 

Kasuun Elementary       X X 

Willard Bowman Elem.       X X 

Turnagain Elementary       X X 

Mt. View Elementary       X X 

Orion Elementary       X X 

Chugiak Elementary       X  

Government Hill Elem.       X X 

Ocean View Elementary       X X 

Rabbit Creek Elementary       X X 

Abbott Loop Elementary       X  

Huffman Elementary       X  

Ursa Major Elementary       X  

Anchorage Montessori       X  

Pacific Northern Acad.       X  

Lake Otis Elementary        X 

John F. Kennedy Elem.        X 

William Tyson Elem.        X 

College Gate Elementary        X 

Mirror Lake MS        X 

Goldenview MS        X 

King Career Center        X 

         

         

Total 5 6 14 19 21 29 41 41 
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Table 2.-Matanuska-Susitna Valley area classroom salmon egg 
incubation projects by school, 1991 through 1998. 
School 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Palmer HS X X X X     

Wasilla HS X      X X 

Houston JHS X X       

Colony MS X X X X X X X X 

Big Lake Elem. X X       

Colony HS  X X X     

Palmer MS   X X X X X X 

Goose Bay Elem.    X X X X X 

Snowshoe Elem.     X X X X 

Sherrod Elem.     X X X X 

Finger Lake Elem.       X X 

Butte Elem.       X X 

Wasilla MS       X X 

Tanaina Elem.        X 

Susitna Valley HS        X 

         

         

Total 5 5 4 5 5 5 9 11 

         

 

 

Table 3.-Kenai Peninsula area classroom salmon egg incubation 
projects by school, 1991 through 1998. 
School 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Nikiski Elem.        X 

Tustumena Elem.        X 

         

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
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Table 4.-Copper River area classroom salmon egg incubation 
projects by school, 1991 through 1998. 
School 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Kenny Lake Elem.        X 

         

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

         

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.-Anchorage area school egg-take information, 
1996-1998. 

Date Location Stream # Students 

1996    

09/28 Anchorage Campbell Creek 450 

10/06 Portage (Girdwood) Explorer Creek 25 

Total  2 475 

    

1997    

09/26 Anchorage Campbell Creek 850 (31 classes) 

09/26 Anchorage Campbell Creek 500 (21 classes) 

09/26 Anchorage Campbell Creek 11 schools 

Total  3 1,400 

    

1998    

09/25 Anchorage Campbell Creek 775 (31 classes) 

09/26 Anchorage Campbell Creek 705 (25 classes) 

09/27 Anchorage Campbell Creek 40 

Total  3 1,520 
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Table 6.-Anchorage area school fry release 
information, 1996-1998. 
Date Location Lake # Students 
1996    
05/17 Anchorage Taku-Campbell Lake 700 
Total  1 700 
    
1997    
05/23 Anchorage Taku-Campbell Lake 1,500 
Total  1 1,500 
    
1998    
05/15 Anchorage Taku-Campbell Lake 1,800 
Total  1 1,800 
    

 

 

 

Table 7.-Matanuska-Susitna Valley area 
school egg-take information, 1996-1998. 

Date Location Stream # Students 

1996    

09/25 Willow Nancy Lake 60 

Total  1 60 

    

1997    

09/23 Willow Nancy Lake 150 

Total  1 150 

    

1998    

09/29 Palmer Spring Creek 105 (4 classes) 

09/30 Palmer Spring Creek 110 (4 classes) 

10/01 Palmer Spring Creek 65 (3 classes) 

Total  3 280 
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Table 8.-Matanuska-Susitna Valley area 
school fry release information, 1996-1998. 

Date Location Lake # Students 

1996    

05/96 Palmer Matanuska Lake 200 

Total  1 200 

    

1997    

05/97 Palmer Matanuska Lake 200 

Total  1 200 

    

1998    

05/98 Palmer Matanuska Lake 200 

    
Total  1 200 

 

 

Table 9.-Kenai Peninsula area school 
egg-take information, 1998. 
Date Location Stream # Students 

11/04 Anchorage Ft. Rich Hatch. N/A 

    
Total  1  

    
 

 

Table 10.-Kenai Peninsula area school 
fry release information, 1998. 
Date Location Lake # Students 

05/98 Soldotna Arc Lake 30 

05/98 Kasilof Centennial Lake 60 

    
Total  2 90 
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Table 11.-Copper River area school egg-
take information, 1998. 
Date Location Stream # Students 

10/97 Valdez Solomon Gulch 28 

    

    
Total  1 28 

    
 

Table 12.-Copper River area school fry 
release information, 1998. 
Date Location Lake # Students 

N/A Kenny Lake Strelna 0 

    

    
Total   0 

    
 

previous year) because of the introduction of class egg takes this past year at Spring Creek, which 
occurred over a 2-day period.  In past years the egg take was conducted as part of an ADF&G 
production egg take at Nancy Lake and only a certain number of students were invited so that 
they would not interfere with staff attempting to conduct the ADF&G egg take.  

Egg shipments to the two Kenai Peninsula schools were successful and approximately 90 
students released fry at Arc and Centennial lakes. 

Kenny Lake School in the Copper River basin successfully incubated, hatched and fed fry, but 
they died just a few days prior to their scheduled release in Strelna Lake.  

Lakes that are approved for school fry releases are landlocked so that school-raised fry cannot 
mix with wild salmon in anadromous systems.  Teachers may also elect to sacrifice their fry if 
they do not wish to release them.  Classes may, by state policy, also release their fry into the 
system from which the eggs originated; however, projects sponsored by the STREAM Program 
are not offered this option in Southcentral Alaska.  

Classroom Visits and Presentations 
Making presentations to groups of people is one of the more conventional means of getting 
information out to interested groups.  The STREAM Program, however, prefers to be very visual 
and hands-on when staff visit classrooms or adult groups to present topics relating to salmon.  
The STREAM Program attempts to make presentations interactive, where the audience must 
participate in some fashion.  This may mean asking questions to the audience during the 
presentation or by giving them a hands-on activity to do while a presentation is occurring.  
Hands-on activities include puzzles, rubber stamps, fish dissections, and button making.  
Presentations focus on many salmon-related topics including:  salmon life histories, biology, 
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habitat requirements, anatomy (dissections), coded wire tag demonstrations, watersheds, stream 
ecology or fishing. 

Table 13 contains summary information on classroom visits and presentations for 1998.  During 
this year, 45 presentations (up from 39 in 1997) were made to groups ranging in size from 4 to 
285.  Various presentations were made to 2,602 individuals from the kindergarten through adult 
age levels.  Almost 85% of the presentations were conducted for elementary age children, 9% to 
high school students, 2% to college students and 4% to adult groups. 

In 1998 the STREAM Program continued the salmon dissection program, where teachers could 
pick up salmon from a designated location to conduct dissections in the classroom or they could 
have STREAM Program staff bring fish and lead the dissection.  North Alaska Fisheries, a local 
fish processor, donated 300 pink salmon to support the program this year.  With those fish, along 
with coho salmon from the Elmendorf hatchery and school egg takes, the STREAM program 
distributed 592 fish for classroom dissections this year.  The majority of school presentations this 
year were requests for salmon dissections (36%).  

Field Educational Experiences 
The STREAM Program occasionally receives requests from groups to lead outdoor presentations 
by a local stream or river.  These talks range from assisting a Girl Scout Troop earn a nature 
badge to more detailed discussions with technical groups to consult on stream problems.  Most of 
the field trips are based on a watershed perspective so that participants can become more aware 
of the “big picture,” that fish and aquatic organisms require more than just water to survive and 
how man’s impacts on a watershed can impact aquatic life.  Hands-on activities usually always 
accompany these presentations and typically several sites may be visited along a stream to 
discuss changes that have occurred in the system.  Hands-on activities may include:  sampling 
aquatic macroinvertebrates using nets, trapping juvenile salmonids or testing water quality with 
test kits.  All these activities are incorporated into the presentation so that the “big picture” 
becomes clear. 

In 1998, eleven streamside presentations were made to 206 attendees (Table 14).  Most of the 
requests were made by an organization or group that wanted to educate its members about a 
specific stream or watershed topic. 

Teacher Workshops/In-Services 
Teachers are becoming increasingly more interested in educating their students about salmon and 
streams.  If trained properly, these teachers can assist the department in getting the word out in 
their classrooms.  This becomes even more important when demand for STREAM Program staff 
class visitations exceeds available time.  It is for this reason that the proper training of instructors 
is a high priority of the STREAM Program.  Time is well spent when you can assemble several 
teachers together at a single time rather than on a one-on-one basis.  Teacher workshops are 
considered formal or informal.  Informal training sessions are not required by a school district 
where in-services are formal training sessions required by a district.  Other sessions may involve 
the training of volunteers to assist at a STREAM Program event. 
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Table 13.-Classroom visits and presentations conducted by the ADF&G STREAM 
Program, 1996-1998. 
Date School # Students Age Group Subject 
1996     
10/24 St. Eliz. Ann Seton 20 Elementary salmon life cycle (LC), requirements, etc. 
10/25 Univ. of Alaska 12 College Campbell Creek restoration projects 
11/07 AK Pacific Univ. 12 College salmonid education 
11/08 East HS 40 High School salmon LC, requirements, jobs, fishing, etc. 
11/09 Scenic Park Elem. 25 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, aging, etc. 
01/19 Alpenglow Elem. 60 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, dissections 
01/23 Kenai Comm. School 18 Adult Kenai R. watershed, salmon LC, habitat 
01/29 Dimond HS 90 High School careers, ADF&G info. 
02/02 Snowshoe Elem. 210 Elementary salmon dissections 
02/05 Bear Valley Elem. 100 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
02/07 Chester Valley Elem. 25 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, aging, tagging 
03/26 O’Malley Elem. 70 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
03/27 Fairview Elem. 25 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
03/28 King Career Center 40 High School Sportsman’s Show volunteer training 
03/29 King Career Center 40 High School Sportsman’s Show volunteer training 
04/03 Taku Elem. 40 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
04/20 Kenai R. Forum 20 Adult Kenai R. watershed, salmon LC, habitat 
04/22 Ravenwood Elem. 40 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, Eagle R. watershed 
04/24 Chinook Elem. 400 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
04/26 College Gate Elem. 17 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, careers 
04/26 Inlet View Elem. 25 Elementary trout dissections 
05/01 King Career Center 15 Parent My Creek project info parent meeting 
05/09 Grace Christian 20 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
05/09 Eagle River Elem. 25 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
1996 Total     24 1,389   
     
1997     
10/02 Sears Elementary 42 Elementary salmon life cycle (LC), requirements, etc. 
10/24 Alpenglow Elem. 24 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT 
10/24 AK Pacific Univ. 4 College salmonid education 
10/29 Chester Valley Elem. 28 Elementary salmon dissection/CWT 
10/31 East HS 28 High School salmon LC, requirements, hatcheries, politics 
11/12 Inlet View Elem. 25 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT 
11/13 Dimond HS 10 High School fish branding experiment 
11/20 Denali Elementary 27 Elementary  salmon dissections/CWT 
11/25 Mt View Boys & Girl 20 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, stamp activity 
12/04 Palmer MS 120 Mid School salmon LC, requirements, CWT dissection 
12/05 Chugiak Elementary 35 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT 

-continued- 
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Table 13.-Page 2 of 3. 
Date School # Students Age Group Subject 
1997 continued    
12/09 Finger Lake Elem. 55 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, stamp activity 
12/09 Colony MS 80 Mid School salmon LC, requirements, CWT dissection 
12/09 Colony MS 50 Mid School salmon dissections/CWT 
12/13 Kasuun Elementary 90 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT 
01/22 Ship Cr. Task Force 10 Adult Ship Creek fish, habitat and hydrology  
01/23 Snowshoe Elem. 30 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT 
01/28 Gladys Wood Elem. 30 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
01/29 Mt. View Elem. 27 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, tagging, aging 
02/17 Polaris Alternative 30 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, stamp activity 
02/21 Fairview Elementary 60 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT 
02/27 Huffman Elementary 20 All Science night – salmon incubation project 
03/06 Turnagain Elem. 60 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, stamp activity 
03/06 Kasuun Elementary 200 All Science night – hands-on activities 
03/13 Spenard B&G Club 30  Elementary salmon LC, requirements, stamp activity 
03/17 Turnagain Elem. 25 Elementary STREAM Program  - AK Board of Fish 
03/24 King Career Center 50 High School Sportsman’s Show training 
03/25 King Career Center 50 High School Sportsman’s Show training 
03/26 King Career Center 50 High School Sportsman’s Show training 
03/27 Scenic Park Elem. 60 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, etc. 
03/31 BS Troop 26 13 Mid School salmon LC, requirements, fishing opportunities. 
04/14 Bayshore Elementary 28 Elementary salmon dissection/CWT 
04/16 Bowman Elementary 120 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, stamp activity 
04/21 Snowshoe Cub Scout 8 Elementary habitat, fishing opportunities. 
04/23 Orion Elementary 65 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT 
04/24 Elmendorf AAS 10 Adult Ship Creek Adopt-A-Stream training 
04/24 O’Malley Elementary 150 All Science night – hands-on activities 
05/02 Russian Jack Elem. 80 Elementary salmon LC, requirements, stamp activity 
06/24 AK CES 15 Adult Master Watershed Program training 
1997 Total     39 1,859   
     
1998     
07/23 N. Lights Pre and K 50 Pre and K salmon life cycle (LC), requirements etc. 
08/27 Kenny Lake School 20 Elementary salmon LC, habitat and incubation project 
10/06 College Gate Elem. 75 Elementary Chester Creek “creek week” (3 classes) 
10/07 College Gate Elem. 75 Elementary Chester Creek “creek week” (3 classes) 
10/08 College Gate Elem. 75 Elementary Chester Creek “creek week” (3 classes) 
10/09 College Gate Elem. 75 Elementary Chester Creek “creek week” (3 classes) 
10/10 College Gate Elem. 75 Elementary Chester Creek “creek week” (3 classes) 
10/21 King Career Center 50 High School Watershed Fair volunteer training (2 classes) 

-continued- 
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Table 13.-Page 3 of 3. 
Date School # Students Age Group Subject 
1998 continued    
10/29 Chester Creek Forum 17 Adult Chester Creek presentation/discussion 
11/05 Scenic Park Elem. 60 Elementary salmon LC, habitat requirements (2 classes) 
11/06 Alpenglow Elem. 22 Elementary Alpenglow fish festival - dissections 
11/19 Denali Elementary 24 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (1 class) 
11/21 Chinook Elem. 225 Elementary celebrity reader - fish books 
11/24 St. Eliz. Ann Seton 8 Elementary Girl Scouts biologist/resources talk 
12/05 East HS 25 High School salmon dissections/CWT (1 class) 
01/12 Bear Valley Elem. 81 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (3 classes) 
01/12 Huffman Elem. 54 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (2 classes) 
01/14 Chester Valley Elem. 27 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (1 class) 
01/14 Tudor Elementary 28 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (1 class) 
02/02 Snowshoe Elem. 54 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (2 classes) 
02/05 Chinook Elem. 54 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (2 classes) 
02/10 Lake Otis Elem. 110 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (4 classes) 
02/26 CES 10 Adult Master Watershed Steward training 
03/02 Copper Center Elem. 23 Elementary Kyla Becker awards/LC stamp/puzzle 
03/03 Kenny Lake Elem. 80 Elementary Salmon “Eggtravaganza” - hands-on day 
03/12 Kasuun Elementary 200 Elementary Science night - hands-on activities 
03/16 Nikiski Elementary 285 Elementary hands-on activities - entire student body 
03/17 Mt. View Elementary 25 Elementary Tyler Smith awards/fishing 
03/17 Sears Elementary 25 Elementary LC presentation/stamp activity 
03/17 Soldotna Elementary 25 Elementary macroinvertebrate ID/AAS activities 
03/17 Tustumena Elem. 45 Elementary LC/habitat/stamp activity 
03/23 King Career Center 30 High School Sportsman’s Show training 
03/24 King Career Center 40 High School Sportsman’s Show training 
03/26 Fairview Elem. 60 Elementary salmon dissection/CWT (4 classes) 
03/31 Northern Lights ABC 24 Elementary LC presentation/stamp activity 
04/15 Rogers Park Elem. 45 Elementary salmon dissection/CWT (2 class) 
04/16 Orion Elementary 75 Elementary salmon dissections  (3 classes) 
04/17 Taku Elementary 22 Elementary salmon dissection/CWT (1 class) 
04/17 Gladys-Wood Elem. 28 Elementary salmon dissection/CWT (1 class) 
04/24 Wm. Tyson Elem. 60 Elementary salmon dissections/CWT (3 classes) 
04/24 Turnagain Elem. 50 Elementary salmon dissection (2 classes) 
04/27 Ravenwood Elem. 50 Elementary watershed/stream ecology presentation (2 classes) 
04/29 O’Malley Elem. 100 Elementary Science night - hands-on activities 
05/05 Boy Scout Troop 220 12 Elementary LC/habitat/fishing presentation 
06/18 Alaska Pacific Univ. 4 College watershed presentation 
1998 Total     45 2,602   
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Table 14.-Field educational experiences conducted by the ADF&G STREAM Program, 
1996-1998. 
 
Date 

 
School/Organization 

# 
Students 

 
Age Group 

 
Location 

 
Subject 

1996      
07/18 Trailside Discovery 20 Elem/MS Campbell Cr. salmonid ed., habitat, dissect. 
07/22 Anch Waterways Council 10 All Chester Creek “streamwalk” 
09/09 Cub Scouts 50 Elementary Cheney Lake fishing opportunities 
09/18 Alpenglow Elementary 25 Elementary Campbell Cr. watershed tour, sampling 
09/19 Ravenwood Elementary 25 Elementary Campbell Cr. watershed tour, sampling 
04/04 EPA/MOA/DEC 4 Agency Ship Creek fish habitat, water qual issues 
04/23 AWC/EPA 3 Agency Chester Creek stream issues 
05/08 O’Malley Elementary 30 Elementary Ft. Rich Hatch hatchery tour 
05/15 Goose Bay Elementary 25 Elementary Little Susitna  watershed tour, sampling 
05/20 Sterling Elementary 40 Elementary Moose River monitoring training 
05/23 Polaris School 46 Elem/MS Campbell Cr. watershed tour, sampling 
06/22 Anch Waterways Council 10 All Chester Cr. “streamwalk” 
06/25 ADF&G 50 Elem/HS Campbell Cr. enforcement talks 
1996 Total     13 338    
      
1997      
07/02 Camp Challenge 14 Elementary Palmer stream and lake ecology 
07/02 ADF&G 10 Elem/MS Campbell Cr. enforcement talks 
07/16 Salamatoff Native Assoc. 8 High School Beaver Creek stream ecology/monitoring 
07/23 Trailside Discovery Camp 8 Elementary Campbell Cr. stream ecology/dissections 
08/24 BOW Workshop 8 Adult Victory Camp stream ecology 
09/17 Klatt Elementary 25 Elementary Rabbit Creek stream ecology/sampling 
10/01 Soldotna MS 60 Mid School Russian River stream ecology/sampling 
10/03 Dimond HS 58 High School Campbell Cr. stream ecology/sampling 
11/06 Ann Marie Leiser 1 Mid School Ft. Rich Hatch volunteer/vial displays 
03/20 Future Farmers America 8 High School Elm Hatchery water quality testing 
05/06 Ravenwood Elementary 65 Elementary Fire Creek watersheds/stream ecology 
05/07 Turnagain Elementary 60 Elementary Campbell Cr. watershed walk/sampling 
05/08 Wasilla HS 65 High School Little Susitna watershed walk/sampling 
05/12 Fairview Elementary 63 Elementary Chester Creek watershed talk and activities 
05/13 Polaris Alternative 31 Elem/MS Campbell Cr. watershed walk/sampling 
05/28 Klatt Elementary 25 Elementary Rabbit Creek watershed walk 
06/20 Inlet View Comm. Camp 18 Elementary Campbell Cr. stream ecology/sampling 
06/28 CES Master Watershed 15 Adult Campbell Cr. watershed walk/sampling 
1997 Total     19 542    

-continued- 
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Table 14.-Page 2 of 2. 
 
Date 

 
School/Organization 

# 
Students 

 
Age Group 

 
Location 

 
Subject 

1998      
07/10 Salamatoff Native Assoc. 10 High School Beaver Creek watersheds/stream monitoring 
07/16 BLM/general public 12 All SF Campbell  Mid-Summers Night Series 
07/20 Anchorage Waterways  15 All NF Campbell stream walk 
07/22 Trailside Discovery Camp 19 Elementary SF Campbell stream ecology/dissections 
04/20 Girl Scout Troop 100 7 Elementary Potter Marsh stream ecology/fish 
04/23 ADFG daughters @ work 35 Elem./MS Campbell Cr. Stream ecology/fish 
05/01 River Mgmt. Society 10 Adult Anch. Streams urban streams 
05/07 Fairview Elementary 76 Elementary Sitka Park Chester Creek watershed 
05/15 St. Eliz. Ann Seton B&G 

Scout Troops 
10 Elementary SF Campbell stream walk 

06/19 Alaska Pacific University 4 College SF Campbell watersheds/stream monitoring 
06/23 Coop. Extension Service 8 Adult SF Campbell watersheds/stream monitoring 
1998 Total     11 206    
      

 
 
During 1998 ten training sessions were held and attended by 134 people (Table 15).  Workshops 
included incubation project training, adopt-a-stream workshops, watershed education and 
volunteer training for the annual “Coho Carnival.”  

 
 

Table 15.-Teacher workshops and in-services conducted by the ADF&G STREAM 
Program, 1996-1998. 
Date District # Teachers Location Subject 
1996     
08/30 Anchorage 172 Tudor Elementary 2nd grade “cycles,” dissections, macros, inc. equip 
09/14 Statewide 40 Chena Hot Springs classroom incubation., watersheds 
11/13 Anchorage 16 Baxter Elementary classroom incubation (existing projects) 
11/17 Mat-Su 8 Palmer classroom incubation (existing projects) 
02/09 Mat-Su 22 Palmer Middle classroom incubation (teacher interest workshop) 
03/21 Idaho 20 Coeur d’Alene classroom incubation (how to) 
03/30 Anchorage 20 Anchorage watershed presentation 
04/09 Statewide 0 UA Fairbanks CES advisory board meeting 
04/19 Kenai Pen. 12 North Star Elem. lake monitoring training 
04/25 Anchorage 45 King Career Center classroom incubation (teacher interest workshop) 
05/16 Mat-Su 19 Little Susitna River watershed training, sampling 
06/11 Anchorage 150 Campbell Creek watershed training, sampling 
06/13 Southcentral 23 Campbell Creek stream sampling 
1996 Total     13 547   

-continued- 
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Table 15.-Page 2 of 2. 
Date District # Teachers Location Subject 
1997     
08/27 Mat-Su 7 Willow Creek Willow Creek watershed walk/sampling 
08/28 Polaris Prog. 30 SF Campbell Creek stream ecology/sampling/monitoring 
09/13 Statewide 22 Fairbanks CES incubation training workshop 
10/01 Kenai  11 CIAA – Soldotna Adopt-A-Stream Workshop 
12/03 Anchorage 7 King Career Center incubation workshop (returning teachers) 
02/05 Mat-Su 9 Palmer MS incubation workshop (returning teachers) 
02/05 Mat-Su 7 Palmer MS incubation workshop (interested teachers) 
02/25 Anchorage 30 Lake Otis Elementary school incubation meeting 
02/28 Anchorage 50 United Methodist Chur Community Action Project Fair 
04/15 Anchorage 8 King Career Center incubation workshop (interested teachers) 
05/03 Kenai 6 K-Beach Elem/Slikok Adopt-A-Stream sampling/watershed walk 
05/09 Mat-Su/ 

APU 
18 Little Susitna River Little Susitna R. watershed walk/sampling 

06/09 Anchorage 60 Campbell Creek ASD teacher training watershed tour/sampling 
06/09 Anchorage 12 East HS mandatory incubation program meeting 
1997 Total     14 277   
     
1998     
09/15 Anchorage 20 King Career Center mandatory incubation program meetings 
09/16 Anchorage 15 King Career Center mandatory incubation program meetings 
09/18 Statewide 35 Fairbanks CES incubation training workshop 
10/25 Kenai 3 Soldotna Adopt-A-Stream Workshop 
12/04 Anchorage 10 Fairview Elem. Chester Creek Adopt-A-Stream workshop  
02/16 Palmer 15 Palmer MS watershed, incubation, AAS district in-service 
05/09 Anchorage 12 Chester Creek Chester Creek Adopt-A-Stream Workshop (field) 
05/19 N/A 8 ADF&G smolt release/coho carnival volunteer training 
05/27 N/A 4 ADF&G smolt release/coho carnival volunteer training 
06/08 Anchorage 12 Campbell Creek watershed training/stream ecology 
1998 Total     10 134   

 

 

Adopt-A-Stream Program 
Adopt-A-Stream (AAS) programs are becoming increasingly popular across the country.  These 
programs enable the general public to care for or monitor a favorite section of stream.  In 
Southcentral  Alaska these AAS projects are also used as an educational tool.  The STREAM 
Program works primarily with schools and non-profit groups to establish AAS projects.  The 
program has grown from a single project in 1996 to 11 projects in 1998 (Table 16) with 
approximately 600 stream watchers.  Participating adult groups are most interested in cleaning up 
sections of stream.  Three of these groups are currently working in the Kenai River and Ship 
Creek, and in the past year have collected several thousand pounds of debris from these two 
systems.   
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Table 16.-Adopt-A-Stream programs sponsored by the ADF&G STREAM Program, 
1996-1998. 
 
Date 

 
Stream 

 
School/Organization 

Number 
Participants 

 
Activity 

 
Sign 

1996      

05/08 Ship Creek Aerospace 3rd EMS Ground Equip. and Flight Crew 100 cleanup yes 

Total  1 100   

      

1997      

05/09 Ship Creek Aerospace 3rd EMS Ground Equip. and Flight Crew 100 cleanup yes 

05/10 Ship Creek 3WG Maintenance Operations Center  40 cleanup yes 

Total  2 140   

      

1998      

05/09 Ship Creek Aerospace 3rd EMS Ground Equip. and Flight Crew 100 cleanup yes 

05/10 Ship Creek 3WG Maintenance Operations Center 40 cleanup yes 

09/13 Kenai R. Alaska Fly Fishers 90 cleanup yes 

1998 Chester Cr. Rogers Park Elementary 30 clean/monitor no 

1998 Chester Cr. Fairview Elementary 30 clean/monitor no 

1998 Meadow Cr Eagle River Elementary 30 clean/monitor no 

1998 Soldotna Cr Soldotna Elementary 100 clean/monitor no 

1998 Swanson R Nikiski Elementary 30 clean/monitor no 

1998 Moose R Sterling Elementary 50 clean/monitor no 

1998 Slikok Cr Kalifornsky Beach Elementary 50 clean/monitor no 

1998 Crooked Cr Tustumena Elementary 50 clean/monitor no 

Total  11 600   

      

 

 

Schools may participate in AAS projects for educational purposes.  Too many similar monitoring 
projects have promised teachers that their data would be stored in databases or used to fix 
potential problems in their streams, and historically these promises have never been kept.  Many 
educators lost faith in these programs as a result and the STREAM Program is now attempting to 
restore some of that lost faith in the name of education.  

Teachers in the Anchorage and Kenai Peninsula areas have attended training workshops through 
cooperative STREAM Program, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Nature Conservancy and 
Anchorage Waterways Council (AWC) workshops.  They are informed up front that the purpose 
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of the program is educational and not scientific in nature.  It is suggested that schools participate 
at whatever level they feel comfortable with and that they are collecting water quality data to 
maintain their own database.  This database can then be used to “communicate” findings with 
other schools in the same watershed or even different areas. 

Water quality sampling equipment has been made available to teachers in Anchorage and the 
Kenai Peninsula.  Instructors who have completed a training course may check the kits out for 
use at their AAS site.  These kits are currently available for check out at the King Career Center 
(KCC) in Anchorage and the Kenai River Center in Soldotna. 

Schools may participate at varying levels in activities which may include:  stream cleanup (litter), 
stream and habitat surveys, macroinvertebrate (aquatic insect) surveys, water quality testing 
using chemical test kits, or involvement in an actual small-scale stream restoration project if they 
determine one may be necessary. 

STREAM Program staff have been working with state Department of Transportation (DOT) 
personnel to implement an AAS sign recognition program at highway road crossings.  Two 
military groups and the Alaska Fly Fishers are the only recognized groups at this time.  The U.S. 
Air Force allowed signs to be posted on base through their own channels, while the Fly Fishers 
were granted permission from the Soldotna DOT.  No other signs have been posted at this time 
pending final approval from the Anchorage DOT office. 

Educational Material Development 
As the STREAM Program’s educational effort continues to expand so to does the need for new 
materials to meet the demand of the growing program.  The STREAM Program continues to 
design new effective hands-on ways to increase the public’s awareness of Alaska’s salmon 
resources. 

Demand for curriculum from teachers continues to grow.  Gaps in the STREAM Program’s 
educational programs have included learning materials in the areas of genetics and fish hatcheries 
in Alaska.  Cooperative arrangements with ODF&W have resulted in receiving permission to 
“Alaskanize” an existing Oregon curriculum entitled The Fish Hatchery Next Door.  This 
curriculum is ideal for educators who are not involved in other STREAM Program activities and 
whose only fisheries studies of the year may be to visit a local hatchery.  This curriculum 
addresses all the basic salmon information currently available in the Salmonids in the Classroom 
packages but adds the hatchery connection.  All too often the general public believes that 
hatcheries are the solution to all of our fisheries problems.  Once completed, the Alaskan version 
will focus on the Fort Richardson and Elmendorf hatcheries in Anchorage and will discuss the 
enhancement role of these hatcheries.  These two hatcheries currently conduct facility tours 
where several thousand school children attend.  The teachers and students typically have little or 
no background information regarding the hatchery and its goals.  This curriculum will eventually 
supply all the information necessary to increase visitors’ awareness of the role of hatcheries in 
Southcentral Alaska. 

The STREAM Program has also been invited to comment and add Alaskan perspective 
information to a curriculum currently being developed by ODF&W called Why Wild.  This 
curriculum focuses on genetics and the importance of maintaining wild stocks.  Initial comments 
on the curriculum have been passed on to ODF&W and the ADF&G Genetics program is also 
reviewing these materials to insure that an Alaskan perspective is indeed addressed correctly.  
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This curriculum, which will target middle school and older aged students, will make an excellent 
addition to the classroom salmon egg incubation program in that it will address issues that 
commonly come up in regard to department policies on stocking school-reared fry. 

The STREAM Program continues to work on modifications to the intermediate version of the 
Canadian Salmonids in the Classroom.  The primary version has been completed and is currently 
in use in conjunction with most incubation projects across the state.  The intermediate version 
will allow extension of the elementary level information to upper elementary grades.  

Other STREAM Program educational developments from 1998 (Table 17) include a pilot 
hatchery tour program using high school students as tour guides.  The project was piloted at the 
Elmendorf Hatchery and staff report that it was successful.  The STREAM Program will be 
working on expanding the program for next school year with dedicated volunteers at both 
Anchorage area hatcheries.  

 

Table 17.-Educational materials developed by the ADF&G STREAM Program, 1996-
1998. 
Educational Aid Comments 

1996  

Salmonids in the Classroom curriculum (primary) modified Canadian curriculum 

salmon life cycle poster modified Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife poster 

salmon egg development vial displays constructed and marketed by King Career Center students 

ASD primary and intermediate salmonid kits kits containing most requested learning materials 

salmon anatomy puzzle hands-on activity for shows, special events and classroom 

‘The Hazardous Game of Life” wheel hands-on activity for shows and special events 

recycled RTS questionnaire fish species handouts high school students processed these to be used as handouts 

ASD and CES newsletters latest information to educators in SC and bush schools 

Salmonids in the Classroom curriculum 
(intermediate) 

started curriculum modification of second in series 

Canada  DFO Community Involvement Directory listing of Alaska schools in BC/Yukon directory 

  
1997  

STREAM Program Home Page Snowshoe Elementary students start building home page 

salmon for dissection program 120 pink salmon donated by Trans-Aqua cannery in Kasilof 
for school dissections 

salmon egg development vial displays constructed and marketed by King Career Center students 

“Pacific Salmon - Alaska’s Story”  booklet  1,200 copy mailout to all Alaskan schools (except North 
Slope). 

button making activity paper disks are colored by students depicting anything 
related to salmon or fish , then a button is made. 

-continued- 
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Table 17.-Page 2 of 2. 
Educational Aid Comments 

1997 continued  

autographed Ray Troll “Midnight Run” prints  prints can be donated to schools or organizations to raise 
funds for their STREAM Program supported stream 
restoration activity. 

STREAM Program display updated photographs on STREAM Program public display  

Classroom Incubation pamphlet tri-fold pamphlet describes the incubation program and other 
activities students are doing in the classroom or field. 

updated “Chucky Chum” lifecycle stamp form tri-fold rubber stamp form describing the salmon lifecycle as 
told by Chucky Chum. 

ASD smolt release information sheet handed out to teachers during smolt release - several topics 

ASD and CES newsletters latest information to educators in SC and bush schools 

Salmonids in the Classroom curriculum 
(intermediate) 

continued curriculum modification of second in series 

Canada DFO Community Involvement Directory listing of Alaska schools in BC/Yukon directory 

  
1998  

Elmendorf Hatchery HS student tour program pilot project to train HS students to lead hatchery tours 

Adopt-A-Stream Streamkeepers manual distributed to participating  AAS schools and agency people 

Hach water quality kits kits placed at KCC for checkout by participating schools 

ASA kids fishing pond poles 40 poles to ASA for Great Alaska Sportsman’s Show pond 

First Fish Catch card cards developed for first time anglers who catch first fish 

“Why Wild” genetics curriculum working with ODF&W to create a Pacific NW curriculum 

“Fish Hatchery Next Door” curriculum received ODF&W permission to modify hatchery curriculum 

Anatomy Puzzle combined external and internal features in one puzzle 

Foam Anatomy puzzle floor puzzle constructed by volunteer Sandra Murley 

salmon dissection program (520 fish distributed) 300 pink salmon donated by NAF Fisheries in Anchorage 

“Miracle of the Scarlet Salmon” video excellent life cycle video to supplement educational program 

Alaska Fly Fishers fly fishing mentorship program teaching kids to fly fish through AFF/4H mentorship 

Rotary Club spin casting program rotary members teach kids how to spin cast 

ADF&G volunteer hats for volunteers at large public events 

ASD smolt release information sheet handed out to teachers during smolt release - several topics 

ASD and CES newsletters latest information to educators in SC and bush schools 

Salmonids in the Classroom curriculum 
(intermediate) 

continued curriculum modification of second in series 

Canada  DFO Community Involvement Directory listing of Alaska schools in BC/Yukon directory 

Campbell Creek Informational kiosk funding Alaska Fly Fishers donate $1,000 for kiosk construction 
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Pilot fly fishing and spin-casting programs were conducted this spring during the Anchorage area 
fry and smolt releases.  Members of the Alaska Fly Fishers worked with children on fly fishing 
techniques and fly tying, while a local Rotary club worked with spin casting technique.  The 
STREAM Program later assisted the Rotary club with an actual fishing event at Taku-Campbell 
Lake. 

Two puzzles were constructed as hands-on activities for events and shows, including a foam 
floor puzzle which was fabricated by a volunteer, and a wooden anatomy puzzle which was 
actually redesigned to include the internal and external features of a salmon in one puzzle. 

Three informational kiosks for Campbell Creek will be constructed in 1999 thanks to a 
contribution by the Alaska Fly Fishers to the King Career Center in 1998.  The wood shop will 
construct and assist with installation next year. 

OUTREACH 
Stream Restoration/Habitat Activities 
Integration of small-scale stream restoration projects with education has been an effective tool in 
increasing the public’s awareness of salmon and especially the protection of their habitat.  These 
projects are often very time consuming to plan, coordinate and implement, so unfortunately, the 
STREAM Program in all likelihood will decrease its efforts in this area, but will make 
opportunities available to the public should they become available at a reasonable time cost. 

During 1998 the main focus of the stream restoration effort was on completing a cooperative 
bank restoration and boardwalk project along Campbell Creek at Folker Street (Table 18).  The 
joint ADF&G, Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) and Anchorage Waterways Council project, 
which has been done in phases over the past 3 years, recontoured and revegetated an eroded high 
traffic bank along the stream.  A combination viewing platform/fishing deck was erected to 
protect the newly reestablished bank. 

Volunteer efforts of the King Career Center helped erect a hand rail around the boardwalk, while 
the Boy Scouts and BP volunteers installed a new tree revetment along the bank and planted 
donated plant materials around the boardwalk.  The project is now complete and the high traffic 
bank is now protected from pedestrian traffic and bank anglers. 

Last summer a weir was again erected in Chester Creek to count returning adult coho salmon in 
the system.  The weir was installed and manned by staff from the Alaska Greenhouse.  Although 
the counts were low (12 fish) the project rekindled interest in reviving this once productive 
salmon stream. 

Shows and Special Events 
Large events or shows (Table 19) are an excellent way to reach out to segments of the population 
that may not have access to or a specific interest in fish or fishing.  The activities at events in 
which the STREAM Program participates are always very hands-on oriented and easy to 
understand by the general public. 

1998 saw the expansion of one popular fishing program and the pilot of another.  In 1997 ice 
fishing events were held on Jewel Lake in Anchorage where almost 800 students participated.  In 
1998, some 1,500 students were scheduled to attend this year’s pre-Christmas break event; 
however, lake conditions were not safe and after rescheduling a second time the event had to be 
canceled.  The event did expand to the Matanuska-Susitna Valley this year; however, on Finger 
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Lake near Palmer, where 275 students caught a variety of fish, including catchable landlocked 
chinook salmon, rainbow trout and arctic char.  Attendance at both of these events should 
increase in 1999. 

 

Table 18.-Stream restoration/habitat activities (outreach) conducted by the ADF&G 
STREAM Program, 1996-1998. 
 
Date 

 
Location 

No. 
Volunteers 

Man 
Hours 

 
Coop Agency/Org 

 
Project 

1996      
07/22 Campbell Creek 12 20 AWC/ASD rootwad site revegetation 
07/22 Campbell Creek 6 10 AWC/DNR biolog site revegetation 
09/06 Campbell Creek 3 12 AWC/MOA Folker bank recontour 
10/20 Hurricane 1 8 MOA dormant willow collection 
02/16 ADF&G 2 4 private citizens dormant willow prep 
02/19 20 ASD Schools 1,270 1,270 ASD rooting willow cuttings 
05/11 My Creek (Little Su) 8 48 ASD - KCC brush collection and move 
06/01 My Creek 7 96 ASD - KCC brush mattress install 
06/03 Campbell Creek 25 25 ASD - SAVE/private 57th St. revegetation 
06/04 Chester Creek 100 100 ASD/AWC/MOA/DNR Cherry Park revegetation 
06/06 Campbell Creek 8 24 AWC/DNR Folker Street revegetation 
Total 11 1,442 1,617   
      
1997      
08/05 Campbell Cr. (Folker) 8 16 AWC/MOA tree revetment install 
08/07 Chester Creek 2 10 Alaska Greenhouse adult coho weir - no count 
10/03 Anchorage hillside 9 4.5 Cub Scout Pack 104 alder cone collection 
10/22 My Creek (Little Su) 15 97.5 Boy Scout Troop 340 footbridge construction 
05/29 Rabbit Creek 30 150 Klatt Elementary streambank revegetation 
06/17 My Creek (Little Su) 8 44.5 Boy Scout Troop 340 finish foot bridge 
06/19 Campbell Creek 8 8.0 Anch Waterways Council fish ladder rehab 
Total 7 80 330.5   
      
1998      
07/25 Chester Creek 2 15 Alaska Greenhouse adult coho weir – 12 fish 
11/13 Ft. Richardson Hatch. 2 2 CES/watershed stewards egg shipping to bush  
05/11 Campbell Creek 30 360 ASD King Career Center Folker b’walk hand rail 
06/04 Campbell Creek 15 30 BSA/BP Exploration Folker reveg and revet 
06/06 Campbell Creek 8 24 BSA Folker revegetation 
Total 5 57 431   
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Table 19.-Shows and special events attended or sponsored by the ADF&G STREAM 
Program, 1996-1998. 
Date Event Location Attendance # Volunteers Purpose Comments 

1996       

02/01 Chester Valley 
Ice Fishing 

Cheney Lake 30 16 winter 
fishing opps 

2 fish harvested 

02/01 O’Malley Ice 
Fishing 

Cheney Lake 7 6 winter 
fishing opps 

0 fish harvested - special 
needs children outing 

02/08 Chinook Ice 
Fishing 

Jewell Lake 111 28 winter 
fishing opps 

105 fish harvested 

02/10 Fur 
Rendezvous 
Parade 

Anchorage 2,000 + 90 salmonid and 
fishing 
awareness 

90 parents, children and 
parents construct float at 
Ft. Richardson Hatchery 

03/19 Baxter Ice 
Fishing 

Cheney Lake 50 9 winter 
fishing opps 

5 fish harvested 

03/19 Scenic Park 
Ice Fishing 

Cheney Lake 25 9 winter 
fishing opps 

2 fish harvested 

03/27 Alpenglow 
Science Fair 

Alpenglow 
Elementary 

0 0 judge 1st annual science fair 

03/30 Big Bros. and 
Sisters Ice Fish 

Jewell Lake 40 20 winter 
fishing opps 

7 fish harvested 

04/02 Cook Inlet 
Reg. Cover Art 
Contest 

Southcentral 
Region 

0 390 cover art for 
regulations 

Tianna Panoncillo - 
winner Bayshore 
Elementary 

04/11 Great Alaska 
Sportsman’s 
Show 

Ben Boeke/ 
Sullivan 
Arena 

2,000 + 50 ADF&G 
booth and 
ASA pond 

fish pond stocking, 
maintenance, fish 
cleaning, activity booths, 
ADF&G booth, special 
needs fishing opps. 

04/27 KidsDay 1996 Performing 
Arts Center 

1,000 + 3 hands-on 
activities 

hands-on salmonid 
activities to increase 
awareness 

05/31 ASD Smolt 
Release 

Campbell 
Creek 

1,800 1 Anchorage 
fish opps 

kids release 5,000 smolt 
and watch production 
plant 

06/08 Ship Creek 
Derby 

Ship Creek 20 0 hands-on 
activities 

hands-on salmonid 
activities to increase 
awareness 

1996 Total     13  7,083 + 622   

1997       
08/29 Alaska State 

Fair 
Palmer 500 0 salmonid 

awareness 
hands-on activities, live 
fish display 

09/19 Anch 
Waterways  
Appreciation 

Russian Jack 
chalet 

75 0 accept award  
- assistance 

volunteer award banquet 

-continued- 
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Table 19.-Page 2 of 3. 
Date Event Location Attendance # Volunteers Purpose Comments 

1997 continued      
12/16 John Hofflich 

Eagle Scout 
Proj. 

Anchorage 0 5 construct 
bamboo ice 
fishing poles 

97 bamboo ice fishing 
poles constructed with 
donated materials 

12/16 ASD ice 
fishing 

Jewel Lake 785 5 (+parents) winter 
fishing opps. 

4 days – 18 schools, 36 
classes, 1,134 fish 
(approx. 10% Catch & 
Release) 

12/27 SF regulations 
cover art 
contest 

3 regions 0 CI – 650  
PWS – 75 
KOD – 50 

 student 
artwork for 
reg covers 

CI – Callista Nelson  
PWS/CPR – Leah Jarvis  
KOD/SW – Kathryn 
Jones 

01/26 St. Eliz. Ann 
Seton ice 
fishing 

Beach Lake 25 0 winter 
fishing opps. 

St. Eliz. Ann Seton outing 
– no fish harvested 

02/15 Fur 
Rendezvous 
Parade 

Anchorage 2,000 + 90 salmonid and 
habitat 
awareness 

90 parents, children and 
teachers construct float at 
Ft. Richardson Hatchery 

3/04 ASD Business 
Partnership 
breakfast 

Anchorage 15 0 STREAM 
Program = 
partner of 
the month 

opportunity to meet with 
ASD superintendent to 
discuss program 

03/17 AK Board of 
Fish 

Anchorage 25 0 STREAM 
Program 
presentation 

25 Turnagain Elem 
students give salmon talk.  
STREAM Program talk. 

03/19 Alpenglow 
Science Fair 

Alpenglow 
Elementary 

0 0 judge 2nd annual science fair 

03/19 Chinook  
Science Fair 

Chinook 
Elementary 

0 0 judge science fair judge 

04/03 Great Alaska 
Sportsman’s 
Show 

Ben Boeke/ 
Sullivan 
Arena 

2,000 + 50 ADF&G 
booth and 
ASA pond 

fish pond stocking, 
maintenance, fish 
cleaning, activity booths, 
ADF&G booth 

04/22 Earth Day 
Celebration 

Anchorage 200 0 hands-on 
activities 

salmon puzzle, button 
making, stamp set 

04/26 KidsDay 1996 Performing 
Arts Center 

800 4 hands-on 
activities 

hands-on salmonid 
activities to increase 
awareness 

05/12 ASD 
recognition 

ASD office 100 0 receive 
business 
partnership 
award 

another recognition event 
for being business partner 
of the month - framed 
certificate 

-continued- 
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Table 19.-Page 3 of 3. 
Date Event Location Attendance # Volunteers Purpose Comments 

1997 continued      
05/31 ASD Smolt 

Release 
Campbell 
Creek 

1,500 7 Anchorage 
fish opps 

kids release 5,000 smolt 
and watch production 
plant 

1997 Total     16  8,025+ 936   
       
1998       

10/26 Watershed 
public fair 

Anchorage 2,000 kids 10 salmonid 
awareness 

hands-on salmonid 
activities to increase 
awareness 

12/11 Mat-Su 
Borough 
School District 
ice fishing 

Finger Lake 
– Palmer 

140 4 (+parents) winter 
fishing opps. 

 

12/12 MSBSD ice 
fishing 

Finger Lake 
– Palmer 

135 4 (+parents) winter 
fishing opps. 

 

12/26 SF regulations 
cover art 
contest 

4 areas 0 CI – 303 
PWS – 46 
KOD – 84 
BB – 56 

student 
artwork for 
regulation 
covers 

Tyler Smith (CI), Kyla 
Becker (PWS), Trapper 
Alsworth (KOD), Rick 
Wysock (BB) 

01/08 ASD ice 
fishing 

Jewell Lake <1,500>  winter 
fishing opps 

CANCELLED – poor ice 
conditions 

02/14 Fur 
Rendezvous 
Parade 

Anchorage 3,000+ 100 salmonid and 
fishing 
awareness 

100 children, parents and 
teachers construct float at 
FRH – 1st place. 

03/10 Science Fair Girdwood 0 0 judge  Lisa judged science fair 

03/26 Science Fair Alpenglow 0 0 judge science fair judge 

04/02 Great Alaska 
Sportsman 
Show 

Anchorage 2,500 28 (350 man 
hours) 

ASA Kids 
Fishing Pond 

KCC Volunteers – 
booths, pond, stocking, 
fish cleaning 

04/18 KidsDay 98 Anchorage 500 6 (24 man 
hours) 

awareness hands-on activities 

05/29 smolt 
release/coho 
carnival 

Campbell Cr 1,135 40 (200 man 
hours) 

salmonid/ 
fishing 
awareness  

51 classes 

06/27 Anchorage 
Women’s Aid 
In Crisis  
fishing event 

Taku-  
Campbell Lk 

25  woman’s fly 
fishing event 

stocked 750 rainbow 
trout in confinement net 
for pilot events – 3 fish 
caught 

06/27 Rotary Club 
event 

Taku-
Campbell Lk 

200  kid’s spin 
casting event 

stocked 750 rainbow 
trout in confinement net 
for pilot events – 2 fish 
caught 

1998 Total     12  9,635 681 (574 
man hours) 
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A local Rotary club in Anchorage began coordinating a spin casting loaner pole program this 
year and a pilot fishing event was held at Taku-Campbell Lake.  ADF&G purchased a 500 ft X 
12 ft X 7/16 in mesh net to confine fish in a small area of the lake.  Approximately 500 catchable 
rainbow trout were then stocked in the confined area for anglers to catch.  Water temperatures 
proved to be too warm and the 200 children that attended only caught two fish.  A woman’s fly 
fishing event held the same day with 25 participants yielded a catch of only three fish.  A new 
location with better temperature profiles for these events will be selected for 1999. 

The annual coho salmon smolt release at Campbell Creek included a new twist this past year, the 
addition of several hands-on activity booths for the 1,135 students attending.  The combined 
release and booths were renamed the “coho carnival.”  School children receive coho salmon 
smolt to release as part of ADF&G’s urban stocking project.  After releasing their fish, classes 
then visit the booths where they can learn more about various salmon, stream and fishing topics.  
The booths included salmon life cycle rubber stamps, macroinvertebrate touch tank, salmon 
button making, salmon habitat “wheel of misfortune,” coded wire tag fish display and detector, 
salmon anatomy puzzles, watershed models, fly tying and fly casting station, and spin casting 
station.  The addition of the booths was well received by educators.  The grand finale of the event 
was the release of the remaining 70,000 coho smolt into Campbell Creek by the Fort Richardson 
Hatchery.  

Other major events this past year included:  the kids fishing pond with activity booths at the 
Great Alaska Sportsmen’s Show (GASS) (2,500 children), KidsDay 98 (500 children) and the 
Fur Rendezvous Parade, where a local school builds a salmon-related float for this annual parade.  
The parade was attended by approximately 3,000 people and the 90 students from Inlet View 
Elementary won first prize. 

This year’s regulation cover art contest was held in four regions:  Cook Inlet, Prince William 
Sound/Copper River, Kodiak/Westward and Bristol Bay.  Four hundred and eighty entries were 
received from all areas and fishing poles and other small prizes were awarded to the first place 
winners. 

Many volunteers make these large events possible.  In 1998, 681 volunteers (this includes 
volunteer participants) spent at least 574 man hours ensuring that events were a success.  Nearly 
10,000 people attended this year’s events.  

Media Coverage 
The media (Table 20) continues to play an important role in getting the STREAM Program word 
out to the public.  Anchorage area media are very interested in the various projects that the 
STREAM Program conducts and although most stories are considered general interest, it still 
assists the department in getting the word out.  The positive nature of these stories can only help 
a department whose press, unfortunately, is often times negative.  The STREAM Program also 
continues to work with a local network to produce several children-oriented segments relating to 
salmon.  Media in other areas of the state and even the country are becoming interested in 
STREAM Program activities as it expands into new areas of the Southcentral region.  In 1998 
STREAM Program events or topics were covered 35 times as compared to 20 times in both 1996 
and 1997.  The STREAM Program will continue to take advantage of the media when there is 
interest in helping the department get more information out to the public.  Examples of news 
articles that appeared in 1998 are presented in Appendix A. 
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Table 20.-Media coverage of the ADF&G STREAM Program, 1996-1998. 
Date Media Organization Event Coverage Type 
1996    
07/22 KTUU Channel 2 Campbell Creek  revegetation television news 
07/22 KTVA Channel 11 Campbell Creek revegetation television news 
07/24 Anchorage Daily News Campbell Creek revegetation newspaper article 
08/07 Anchorage Daily News focus on a profession newspaper - article/photo 
09/28 KTBY FOX 4 Kids Club ASD coho egg take “green eggs” children’s  TV program 
09/28 KIMO Channel 13 ASD coho egg take television news 
11/04 Anchorage Daily News thank you editorials - Baxter Elem. newspaper - editorials 
11/09 KTBY FOX 4 Kids Club “eyed eggs” - Scenic Park Elem. children’s TV program 
12/05 Anchorage Daily News hard freeze affects on streams newspaper - article 
12/21 KTBY FOX 4 Kids Club ice fishing opportunities children’s TV program 
03/28 KTBY FOX 4 Kids Club “alevin” - O’Malley Elem. children’s TV program 
05/17 KTUU Channel 2 ASD Taku Lake fry release television news 
05/17 KTBY FOX 4 Kids Club ASD fry release, CI regs cover winner children’s TV program 
05/31 KTUU Channel 2 ASD Campbell Creek smolt release television news 
05/31 KTVA Channel 11 ASD Campbell Creek smolt release television news 
05/31 KIMO Channel 13 ASD Campbell Creek smolt release television news 
05/31 Anchorage Daily News ASD  Campbell Creek smolt release newspaper release 
06/01 Anchorage Daily News ASD Campbell Creek smolt release newspaper photo/caption 
06/03 KTVA Channel 11 Campbell Creek revegetation (SAVE HS) television news 
06/25 KTVA Channel 11 Campbell Creek fishing problems television news 
Total 20   
    
1997    
07/23 KTUU Channel 2 Trailside Discovery Camp television news 
09/25 Anchorage Daily News Ship Creek Corridor newspaper article 
09/26 KTBY FOX 4 Kids Club ASD coho salmon egg take children’s TV program 
09/26 KTVA Channel 11 ASD coho salmon egg take television news 
09/26 KIMO Channel 13 ASD coho salmon egg take television news 
09/27 KTUU Channel 2 ASD coho salmon egg take television news 
09/27 Anchorage Daily News ASD coho salmon egg take photo - Metro section 
09/29 Anchorage Daily News Soldotna Adopt-A-Stream meeting news release 
12/12 Anchorage Daily News Jewel Lake jamboree fish stocking photo - Metro section 
12/28 KTBY FOX 4 Kids Club Gladys Wood Elem incubation shoot children’s TV program 
02/15 KTBY FOX 4 Kids Club Fur Rendezvous Parade children’s TV program 
03/97 Southside Pulse STREAM Program community newspaper 
04/03 KTUU Channel 2 GASS Kids Fishing Pond television news 
04/22 KTUU Channel 2 Earth Day Celebration television news 
????? Anchorage Daily News SF regulation cover art contest winners news release 
05/23 KTVA Channel 11 ASD Taku-Campbell Lake fry release television news 
05/30 KTBY Channel 4 ASD Campbell Creek smolt release children’s TV program 
05/30 KTVA Channel 11 ASD Campbell Creek smolt release television news 
06/10 KTVA Channel 11 ASD watershed training television news 
06/15 Anchorage Daily News AWC Campbell Creek walk AWC news release 
Total 20   

-continued- 
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Table 20.-Page 2 of 2. 
Date Media Organization Event Coverage Type 

1998    
07/13 Anchorage Daily News AWC - NF Campbell Creek Streamwalk AWC news release 
07/14 Anchorage Daily News BLM - Summers Night Science Series  BLM news release 
07/25 KTVA Channel 11 Campbell Creek Sport Fishery television news 
09/25 KTVA Channel 11 ASD coho salmon egg take television news 
09/25 KIMO Channel 13 ASD coho salmon egg take television news 
09/26 KTUU Channel 2 ASD coho salmon egg take television news 
10/03 Valley Frontiersman Mat-Su district coho salmon egg take newspaper article 
10/13 Anchorage Daily News ASD coho salmon egg take newspaper article 
10/13 Anchorage Daily News Chester Creek weir newspaper article 
12/13 KTBY Channel 4 Butte Elem. - CI Reg. Cover winner children’s TV program 
12/19 Valley Frontiersman Mat-Su district ice fishing newspaper article 
12/20 Anchorage School Dist. Science training documentary film clips 
12/20 KTBY Channel 4 Colony MS - habitat requirements children’s TV program 
12/27 KIMO Channel 13 Paul Gray’s Kenai R. Alaska Show TV Program  
12/31 KTBY Channel 4 Year End Special - smolt release children’s TV special 
01/12 KTVA Channel 11 Huffman Elem. salmon dissection television news 
02/04 Peninsula Clarion Nikiski Elem. incubation project newspaper article 
02/04 KTUU Channel 2 Lake Otis Elem. salmon mural television news 
02/05 KIMO Channel 13 Chinook Elem. salmon dissection television news 
02/10 KTUU Channel 2 Lake Otis Elem. salmon dissection television news 
02/11 KTUU Channel 2 Inlet View Elem. Rondy float building television news 
02/12 KTVA Channel 11 Inlet View Elem. Rondy float building television news 
02/26 KTBY Channel 4 Chinook Elem. salmon dissection children’s TV program 
03/26 Anchorage Daily News GASS Kids Fishing Pond promo GASS supplement 
04/03 KTVA Channel 11 ASA Kids Fishing Pond television news (live) 
04/08 NW Education Magazine Tyson incubation program magazine 
04/12 Anchorage Daily News Ft. Rich Hatchery article “We Alaskans” 
05/12 KTUU Channel 2 KCC Folker boardwalk rail construction television news 
05/15 KTUU Channel 2 ASD fry release television news 
05/15 KTVA Channel 11 ASD fry release television news 
05/16 Anchorage Daily News ASD fry release newspaper article 
05/29 KTVA Channel 11 Campbell Creek smolt release television news (live) 
05/29 KIMO Channel 13 Campbell Creek smolt release television news 
06/04 KTVA Channel 11 Folker boardwalk Eagle Scout project television news 
06/27 KTVA Channel 11 AWAIC fishing event television news 
Total 35   
    

 

 

Requests for Information or Materials 
Table 21 documents requests for information or materials during 1996-1998.  In 1998, 588 
requests were responded to by the STREAM Program.  These requests range from phone 
information to loans of scientific or educational materials. 
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Table 21.-Requests for information, materials 
and equipment from the ADF&G STREAM 
Program, 1996-1998. 
1996  

requests for materials or information 397 

educational material loans 26 

scientific or field equipment loans 15 

Total 438 

1997  

requests for materials or information 615 

educational material loans 21 

scientific or field equipment loans 10 

Total 646 

1998  

requests for materials or information 555 

educational material loans 24 

scientific or field equipment loans 9 

Total 588 

 

 

FUTURE GOALS  
In 1999, the STREAM Program will combine forces with Sport Fish Division’s visitor 
information services to improve the way in which the division gets information to the public.  
This project will be directed toward angler outreach with the goal of making anglers more aware 
of Alaska’s fishery resources and angling opportunities.  This will be accomplished through the 
development and oversight of a public information visitors center in the Anchorage regional 
office, continued development and distribution of informational pamphlets describing fisheries 
and fishing opportunities, and the expanded development and support of the division’s internet 
web page.  The progress of these activities will be reported in the 1999 final report. 

Other goals for 1999 include: 

Develop and expand existing educational programs in southcentral Alaska, in the Anchorage 
area, Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the Kenai Peninsula as well as other “rural” road system 
towns and Prince William Sound. 

Assist Region III Sport Fish Division staff develop an educational program.  One incubation 
project currently exists in the Copper River basin but there is a need for education in the interior. 
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Continue cooperative education efforts with other agencies, including the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife and the Canada Department of Fisheries and Oceans, to develop or modify 
educational materials. 

Expand angler outreach “fishing” programs to include more groups and improved fishing area. 

Develop and coordinate a volunteer hatchery school tour program for the Fort Richardson and 
Elmendorf Hatcheries. 

Investigate cooperative educational opportunities with Division of Wildlife Conservation 
education staff and programs, which may include the proposed Potter Marsh Visitor Center. 

Survey Sport Fish Division handout users to get information on the “usefulness” of information 
presented to the public by the division. 
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APPENDIX A.  NEWS ARTICLES 
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