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INTRODUCTION 

The southern portion of the Alaska Peninsula (South Peninsula) consists of Pacific Ocean coastal 
waters extending west of Kupreanof Point to Scotch Cap on Unimak Island and consists of the 
Southeastern, South Central, southwestern, and Unirnak Districts (Figure 1). 

Prior to 1974, post June South Peninsula salmon fisheries were open five days per week, with total 
season closures on August 10 to provide adequate escapement and maintain product quality. From 
about 1976 to 1991, the salmon fishery was managed by emergency order based on local stock run 
strength. Fishing periods Itom July 6 to about July 18 were based on chum salmon run strength, and 
from July 18 through about August 20 on pink salmon run strength. Fishing continued into late 
August in years of strong pink runs. Migratory salmon were also harvested during these openings, and 
in some years contributed substantially to the total post June harvest. Fishing periods during 
September and October were based on coho salmon run strength (McCullough 1995). The 
Southeastern District Mainland (SEDM) fishery was managed through July 25 on a separate 
management plan (5 AAC 09.360) based on an allocation of Chignik bound sockeye salmon (Campbell 
1995). 

In November 1991 the Alaska Board of Fisheries (BOF) established the Post June Salmon 
Management Plan for the Southern Alaska Peninsula (Table 1). This plan allows for the harvest of 
local stocks through July 19 only in a few terminal areas and closes the remainder of the South 
Peninsula formerly open in post June fisheries. The BOF decision was based on the concept that local 
pink and chum salmon could be caught in terminal areas early in the season without sacrificing product 
quality, while at the same time allowing migratory salmon to pass through South Peninsula waters. 
After July 19, the BOF authorized the opening of traditional cape harvest areas to South Peninsula 
fishers. The BOF concluded that to maintain product quality, allow for available processing capacity, 
and not risk overharvesting escapement buildups, the traditional cape harvest areas would need to be 
open. In accordance with an Alaska State Superior Court order issued on July 10, 1992 by Judge 
Hopwood, an injunction was granted staying the enforcement of the Post June Salmon Management 
Plan for the Southern Alaska Peninsula (5 AAC 09.366). On March 2, 1993 Judge Hopwood granted 
summary judgement in favor of the BOF and this management plan was again in effect. 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The South Peninsula post June fishery will be managed according to the Post June Salmon 
Management Plan for the Southern Alaska Peninsula as adopted by the BOF (Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, ADF&G, 1992) during the November 1991 meeting (Table 1). Under this plan, 
commercial salmon fishing Itom July 1-19 will be restricted to terminal fishing areas. Fishing periods 
will be based on local stock run strength, and measured by harvest and escapement rates. These areas 
include Zachary Bay, Inner Pavlof Bay, and the Canoe Bay, Cold Bay, Thin Point, and Morzhovoi Bay 
Sections (Figures 2-4). All fishing periods will be regulated by emergency order. 



From July 1-19, Zachary Bay and Inner Pavlof Bay will be managed on churn salmon run strength. 
Morzhovoi Bay and Thin Point Sections will be managed on sockeye salmon run strength. Due to an 
anticipated strong sockeye run to Thin Point Cove, closed waters in Thin Point Cove will be reduced 
(during fishing periods without minus tides) to include only those waters within 1,000 yards of the Thin 
Point lagoon terminus and to all waters within 500 yards of any other salmon stream emptying into 
Thin Point Cove. Fishing periods at Thin Point Cove during large minus tides will be avoided to 
prevent salmon fiom backing out of the lagoon and into the fishery. Both sockeye and chum salmon 
run strength will be considered in managing the Cold Bay Section. Fishing periods will initially be one 
day or less per week. If saImon runs are strong and effort levels are not too great, more fishing time 
may be allowed. The first post June fishing period will be on or shortly after July 6. Whenever 
possible, openings will coincide with fishing periods in the SEDM. 

From July 20-August 31, the South Peninsula may open to commercial salmon fishing by emergency 
order. Fishing periods will be based on the strength of local pink, chum, and sockeye runs. The initial 
fishing period is anticipated to open on July 20, and should remain open for 2-3 days. The July 20 
fishing period should provide sufficient data regarding pink salmon run strength and immature salmon 
concerns to just@ subsequent fishing time. Whenever possible, openings in the Southeastern, South 
Central, Southwestern, and Unimak Districts will be concurrent. 

Beginning September 1, fishing periods will be based on coho run strength, although late pink and 
chum run strength will be considered when determining fishing periods. No attempt will be made to 
have concurrent openings between the Southeastern District and the remainder of the South Peninsula. 

In an effort to accommodate enforcement activities, with minimum impact on legal fishing activities, 
the following general opening and closing schedule will be useda: 

Month 
Starting Closing 

Time Time 

June 6:00 a m  10:00 p.m 
July 7:00 a.m 9:00 p.m 

August 8:00 a m  9:00 p.m 
September 9:00 a m  8:00 p.m 

October 9:00 a.m. 8:00 p.m 

a Circumstances may create changes in this fishing schedule. 



HARVEST PROJECTIONS 

The 1996 post June chinook harvest is projected to be approximately 5,000 salmon. This is greater 
than the 1986-95 average harvest of 3,733 salmon (Table 2). The 1996 post June sockeye salmon 
harvest is projected to be 500,000 salmon, which is below the 1986-95 average harvest of 616,047 
salmon (Table 2). The 1996 post June coho salmon harvest is projected to be 300,000 salmon, while 
the 1986-95 average harvest was 312,909 salmon (Table 2). The 1996 post June pink salmon harvest 
is projected to be 7,000,000 salmon, which is similar to the 1986-95 average of 7,236,118 salmon 
(Table 2). The 1996 post June chum salmon harvest is projected to be 1,000,000 salmon, which is 
comparable to the 1986-95 average of 967,335 salmon (Table 2). 

Table 3 lists the 1986-95 South Peninsula July 1-19 salmon harvest, minus the SEDM catch. Table 4 
lists the 1986-95 catch by area in waters open during July 1-19. Table 5 lists the South Peninsula July 
20-August 3 1, 1986-95 harvest, minus the SEDM catch &om July 20-25. Table 6 lists the entire South 
Peninsula f d  fisheries harvest, September 1 through the end of the season for 1986-95. 

IMMATURE SALIMON 

The department will conduct a test fishery in the Shurnagin Islands Section prior to July 20 to assess 
the presence of immature salmon. Immature salmon are not anticipated to be a problem in the terminal 
fishing areas allowed to open &om July 1-19. However, if large numbers of immature salmon are 
present in any area, either before or after July 19; such locations will be closed to purse seine gear until 
the number of immature salmon drops to an acceptable level. ADF&G has defined an acceptable 
harvest of immature salmon during normal purse seine fishing operations, at approximately 100 per set. 
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Table 1. Post June salmon management plan for the Southern Alaska Peninsula. 

5 AAC 09.366. POST JUNE SALMON MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE SOUTHERN ALASKA 
PENINSULA. 

(a) The department may open the following areas to salmon fishing from July 20 through September 
30: 

(1) the Shumagin Islands Section of the Southeastern District, excluding all waters of Zachary Bay 
south of the latitude of 55" 22' 39" N. lat. 

(2) the South Central District, excluding the Canoe Bay Section and all waters of the East and West 
Pavlof Bay Sections north of the latitude of Black Point (55" 24' 34" N. tat.); 

(3) the Southwestern District, excluding the Cold Bay, Thin Point, and Morzhovoi Bay Sections, and 
the Unimak District; 

(b) The department may open the following areas to salmon fishing from July 6 through September 30: 

(1) in the Shumagin Islands Section of the Southeastern District, all waters of Zachary Bay south of 
the latitude of 55" 22' 39" N. lat. 

(2) in the East and West Pavlof Bay Sections of the South Central District, all waters north of the 
latitude of Black Point (55" 24' 34" N. tat.); 

(3) the Canoe Bay Section of the South Central District; 

(4) in the Southwestern District, the Cold Bay, Thin Point and Morzhovoi Bay Sections. 



Table 2. South Peninsula July 1-End of the Season salmon harvesta, (minus Southeastern District 
Mainland July 1-25 harvest), al l  gear combined, 1986-95 and the projected 1996 harvest. 

Number of Salmon 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

Average 
1986-95 3,733 61 6,047 312,909 7,236,118 967,335 

Projected 1996 5,000 500,000 300,000 7,000,000 1,000,000 

" Harvest figures do not include test fish catches. 



Table 3. South Peninsula July 1-19 salmon harvesta, (minus Southeastern District Mainland July 1-19 
harvest), all gear combined, 1986-95. 

-- -- - -- - --- - - - 

Number of Salmon 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

Average 
1986-95 1,499 181,475 30,320 81,527 133,245 

Average 
1993-95 17 18,411 224 11,018 18,364 

a Harvest figures do not include test fish catches. 



Table 4. South Peninsula July 1-19 salmon harvest, in areas currently open under the Post June 
Salmon Management Plan for the Southern Alaska Peninsula, 1986-95. 

Area 

Number of Salmon 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

Zachary Bay 1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 

Average: 

Pavlof-Canoe Bay 1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 

Cold Bay 

1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 

Average: 

1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 

Average: 



Table 4. (page 2 of 2) 

Area 

Number of Salmon 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

Thin Point 1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 

Average: 

Morzhovoi Bay 1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 

Average: 



Table 5. South Penjnsula July 20-August 31 salmon harvest, (minus Southeastern District Mainland 
July 20-25 harvest), all gear combined, 1986-95". 

Number of Fish 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

1986-95 avg. 2,219 400,653 259,672 7,147,669 793,708 

" Figures do not include salmon harvested in test iisheries. 



Table 6. The entire South Peninsula salmon harvest, all gear combined, September 1 - End of the 
Season, 1986-95a. 

h 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum 

1986-95 avg. 15 33,920 22,917 6,922 40,382 

a Figures do not include salmon harvested in test fisheries. 
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Figure 1. M a p  of tho Alaska Peninsirla Area from Ki~preanof Point to S c o l c l ~  Cap will1 

the salrnon fishing tlistricts shown. 



UNGA ISLAND 
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Figure 2. Map of Z a c l ~ a r y  Bay. In Zachary Bay the shaded area denotes normal closed waters, while the haslled area 
denotes the zone that may open to commercial salmon fishing from July 6 - September 30, s o u t l ~  o f  a line 
at  55'22'39" N. Int. Scc regulation book for official locations of l~oundarics. 
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ALASKA PENINSULA 

Figure 3. M a p  o f  Pavlof Bay and Canoe Bay Section. The shaded area denotes normal closed waters, while the hashotl 
area denotes the area that may open to commercial salmon fishing from Jirly 6 - September 30, north o f  a 
line at Black Poi111 (55°24134" N. lal . ) .  See regulation book for oflicial locations of bounclaries. 



Figi~re  4. Map of  Cold Bay, Thin Point, and Morzllovoi Bay Sections. Tlie shaded area denotes normal closed waters. 
whilo the haslled area denotes the area that may open to commercial salmon fistling from July 6 - Septcml)@r 
30. See regirlation book for official locations of boundaries. 



 

 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game administers all programs and activities free from discrimination 
based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. 
The department administers all programs and activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. 
  
If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire 
further information please write to ADF&G, P.O. Box 25526, Juneau, AK 99802-5526; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 300 Webb, Arlington, VA 22203 or O.E.O., U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Washington DC 20240. 
 
For information on alternative formats for this and other department publications, please contact the 
department ADA Coordinator at (voice) 907-465-6077, (TDD) 907-465-3646, or (FAX) 907-465-6078. 
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