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AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF THE COOK INLET SALMON FISHERY 

Loren B .  Flagg, Fishery Biologist 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

Division of Commercial Fisheries 
Homer, Alas ka 

INTRODUCTION 

This publication presents information on the economic value of the 
commercial salmon fishery of Cook Inlet. The report i s  divided into two 
parts.  Information presented in Part I was obtained from survey forms filled 
out by a sample of Cook Inlet salmon gear l icense holders. Also presented 
in Part I a re  the results  from a survey of Cook Inlet salmon canneries.  Part 
I1 dea ls  with economic information derived from the s ta t is t ical  reports of the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game and the annual reports from f i sh  proces- 
sors  . 

Most of the information relates t o  the  1968 salmon season ,  however, 
some of the  information reported reflects values which a re  fairly constant 
from year to year.  Examples of this include such information a s  value of 
ves se l s ,  value of s e t  net  s i t e s ,  and investment in fishing gear.  

THE COOK INLET MANAGEMENT AREA 

The Cook Inlet-Resurrection Bay Management Area includes a l l  waters 
of Cook Inlet and Resurrection Bay north of Cape Douglas and wes t  of Cape 
Fa irfield , including the Barren Islands (Figure 1) . The area embraces approxi- 
mately 50,000 square miles,  a region about the same s i ze  a s  the State of New 
York . 

The management area i s  divided into seven fishing districts:  

The Northern District includes that area north of Boulder Point, excluding 
Turnagain and Knik Arms. In the  Northern District only s e t  nets  a re  allowed and 
in 1968 approximately 150 s e t  netters fished this distr ict .  This distr ict  i s  the 
only one of seven in the Cook Inlet Management Area which has  no mobile gear.  



Figure 1.  Cook Inlet - Resurrection Bay Management Area. 



The North Central District includes the area between the latitude of 
Boulder Point and the latitude of the marker a t  the south limit of the closed 
area a t  the Kasilof River, including the waters adjacent to Kalgin Island. 

The South Central District includes that area between the latitude of 
the marker a t  the south limit of the closed area a t  the Kasilof River and the 
latitude of Anchor Point, excluding the waters adjacent t o  Kalgin Island. 
Salmon harvested in the  North Central and South Central distr icts a re  of the 
s tocks and the fishing gear allowed in both districts includes both s e t  nets  
and drift ne t s .  There were approximately 350 se t  net s i t e s  fished in the 
Central Districts and virtually a l l  drifters (612) fished the Central Districts 
in 1968. 

The Southern District cons is t s  of waters south of a l ine extending 
due wes t  of Anchor Point and northeast of a l ine extending from Point Adam 
to Mount Chinitna, including a l l  of Kachemak Bay. Hand purse seines  and 
s e t  nets  a re  used in the Southern District and in 19 68 approximately 80 seiners 
and 12 s e t  netters fished in this dis t r ic t .  

The Kamishak Bay District includes a l l  waters north of a l ine from Cape 
Douglas t o  Point Adam and extending to  the Southern District boundary l ine .  
Seines only are  used in the Kamishak District and in 19 68 approximately 10 
seine boats fished this distr ict .  

The Outer District includes that  stretch of coastl ine from Point Adam, 
a t  the southwest t ip of the Kenai Peninsula, t o  the latitude of Bear Glacier, 
which is adjacent t o  Resurrection Bay. Seines a r e  the single type of salmon 
gear allowed, and most of the seine fishermen who l icense in Cook Inlet f ish  
part of each season in the Outer District.  

The Eastern District extends from the latitude of Bear Glacier (where 
i t  adjoins the Outer District) ,  including a l l  of Resurrection Bay and Day Harbor, 
and ends a t  the latitude of Cape Fairfield, which i s  the easternmost boundary 
of the  management a r ea .  Both seines  and drift nets  f i sh  the Eastern District and 
in 1968 approximately 10 seiners and 20 drift fishermen fished this distr ict .  

PART I .  PROCEDURE AND RESULTS 

In September 1968 survey forms were sent  to 1 ,395 Cook Inlet salmon 
gear l icense holders. A total of 390 (28.0 percent) forms were returned by the 
end of the year and a l l  information presented in the first  part of this report i s  
based on these returned forms. A copy of the survey form appears in Appendix 
B .  A better response was obtained from non-resident fishermen than from resident 



fishermen. Non-resident s e t  net  fishermen returned 17 of 43 forms (39.5 
percent) and non-resident drift fishermen returned 69 of 205 forms (33.6 
percent). Resident drift fishermen returned 128 of 40 7 forms (3 1 .4  percent) 
while resident s e t  netters returned 156 of 638 forms (24.4 percent). Resi- 
dent seiners returned 19 of 85 forms (22.3 percent). Information on the s ize  
of the samples by various gear categories and the number of fishermen that 
actually fished during 1968 i s  presented in Appendix Table A-1 . Due to  the 
1968 gear Limitation regulation some fishermen registered to  f ish 1968 with 
no intention of fishing -- they believed they were protecting their right to 
fish in future years .  This i s  reflected in Appendix Table A-1 , which shows 
that  only 357 of 390 (91.5 percent) of the fishermen sampled fished during 
1968. When this sample i s  expanded to  the total number of l i censes  i s sued ,  
the  results  show that a n  estimated 1 ,285  l icenses  out of 1 ,395  were actually 
used during 19 68. 

More fishing effort was expended in the two central distr icts in 1968 
than a l l  the  other distr icts combined. From the 390 forms returned, a total  
of 249 fishermen reported fishing in the North Central and South Central 
Dis t r ic ts ,  followed by the Northern District with 27, Southern District with 
1 6 ,  Outer District with 13,  Eastern District with 6 ,  and Kamishak District 
with 4 (Appendix Table A - 2 ) .  The Central Districts a l s o  accounted for the 
bulk of the 1968 catch with 71.2 percent of the fish caught in the  Cook Inlet- 
Resurrection Bay Area. The other catches  by district  were a s  follows: Northern 
(1 5 .5  percent), Kamis hak (4 .3  percent), Outer (3 .7  percent) ,  Southern (3.2 
percent), and the Eastern ( 2 . 1  percent) (Appendix Table A-3). Also presented - 

in Appendix Table A-3 i s  the catch by gear.  Drift fishermen accounted for 46.9 
percent of the total 1968 ca tch ,  s e t  netters 41.3 percent, and seiners 11 .8  
percent. 

Seine fishermen reported a higher average catch in numbers of f ish 
than drifters or s e t  netters.  A sample of 17  seiners reported a n  average catch 
of 18 ,066  f ish and a n  average gross of $8,360. Non-resident drift fishermen 
reported a n  average catch of 7,490 f i sh  and a n  average gross of $6,112. Non- 
resident s e t  net  fishermen reported a n  average catch of 7 ,3  29 f i sh  and a n  average 
gross  of $6,848. Resident s e t  netters averaged 5,907 f i sh  and had a n  average 
gross of $4,605. Resident drift fishermen reported an  average catch of 5,779 
fish and a n  average gross of $4,706. All of these data a r e  presented in Appendix 
Table A-4 along with average expenses ,  average net income, percent of total 
income from salmon fishing, and average time fished. 

Appendix Table A-5 shows the number of commercial fishermen a s s i s t an t s  
employed in 1968 and the share paid to  a s s i s t an t s  by different gear categories.  
Assistants employed by seine fishermen were the highest paid,  and received a n  
average share of $3,029. 



Value of Vessels and Set Net Sites 

A total of 19 6 drift fishermen reported a n  average value of $1 1 ,604  
for drift boats ,  while 19 seiners reported a n  average value of $7,868 for seine 
boats .  

The average Cook Inlet drift boat is 32.6 feet  long with 156 horse- 
power and has  an average speed of 11.5 knots. The average seine boat used 
in the Inlet i s  28.7 feet  with 11 2 horsepower and has a n  average speed of 9 .0  
knots. Information on Cook Inlet ves se l s  i s  presented in Appendix Table A-6. 

Appendix Table A-7 shows the average value of s e t  net s i t e s  by dis t r ic t  
and the average number of f ish caught per s i t e .  The average value per s i t e  for 
the entire Cook Inlet Area was  $15,998. These figures representing the total 
value of s e t  ne t  s i t e s ,  include a l l  gear associated with the s i t e s  such a s  
cabins ,  boa ts ,  motors, beach vehicles ,  ne t s ,  e tc .  The total  number of s e t  
ne t  s i t e s  operating in Cook Inlet changes from year t o  year and i s  very difficult 
to  enumerate. Also a "s i te"  is hard to define a s  some s i tes  may f ish a single 
limit of three nets  while others are  family type operations with a s  many a s  
five l icensed fishermen fishing perhaps 15 ne ts .  Thus we are  unable to  estimate 
the total  number of s e t  net  "s i tes"  a s  such and cannot place a total value on 
these  s i t e s .  

Appendix Table A-8 shows the number and percent of fishermen sampled 
who fished salmon during the  past  three years in Cook Inlet. This table shows - 

the  general increase in fishing pressure during the past  three years .  

Canneries Surveyed 

A survey form was a l s o  mailed out to  a l l  Cook Inlet canneries and a 
sample of this form appears in Appendix C . Eighteen out of 42 canneries (42.8 
percent) returned the forms. Of the  18 forms returned, the major canneries of 
the Inlet were well represented with s ix  out of nine responding to  the question- 
naire.  The average total  capital investment of the canneries sampled was 
$262,372 and the average gross receipts for 19 68 were $65,653. This informa- 
tion and other information obtained from the canneries appears in Appendix 
Table A-9. 

Expanded Samples 

An attempt was made to  expand the average figures from the sample t o  
obtain total values .  A s  a n  example, a sample of 128 resident drift fishermen 
reported their average gross receipts a t  $4,706. This figure was multiplied by 



the total number of resident drift fishermen who actually fished (352) result- 
ing in a total estimate of 1 . 6  million dollars for the gross receipts of resident 
drift fishermen. 

Using th i s  same method of expansion, non-resident drifters grossed 
1 . 1  million, resident s e t  netters 2 .8  million, non-resident s e t  netters $225,984, 
and resident seine fishermen $710,600. This information i s  presented in Appen- 
dix  Table A-10 along with expanded operating expenses and net income. 

The expanded values for drift boats ,  se ine boats ,  and fishing gear i s  
presented in Appendix Table A-11. The total value of the Cook Inlet drift f leet  
was estimated a t  7.1 million dol lars ,  while the total value of seine f leet  was 
$668,780. The total  value of fishing gear owned by drifters was $943,567, 
and the total  value for seiners was $161,500. 

PART 11. ECONOMIC DATA FROM FISH AND GAME RECORDS 

The information presented in this part of the report i s  taken from the 
s ta t is t ical  reports prepared by the Department of Fish and Game and from the 
annual reports of the f ish processors.  This part i s  not connected with the 
economic survey report in Part I ,  but is  presented a s  complimentary informa- 
tion to  the data obtained by the survey. 

Parts of the data that follow do not agree entirely with the data 
extracted from the survey forms a s  reported in Part I.  A s  a n  example, the 
average gross receipts reported by fishermen using the survey forms was 
higher than that  obtained by using the Department of Fish and Game catch 
records in conjunction with average prices paid by canneries.  

This can be explained partly by the f ac t  that  a t  the time fishermen 
answered the survey forms many of them had not received final settlements 
from the canneries and thus made estimates a s  to  their actual  gross receipts.  
Also, many fishermen do not keep catch records and thus in some instances  
the number of f i sh  they reported was taken from memory. 

1968 Total Catch and Value 

The 1968 salmon catch for Cook Inlet totaled 5.7  million f i sh .  The 
first  wholesale value of this catch (based upon annual reports by f i sh  pro- 
cessors )  was 1 2 . 1  million dollars.  All spec ies  but kings contributed in 
strength to  the pack, which totaled 356,163 c a s e s  of canned salmon and 2.28 
million pounds of frozen salmon. 



The total number of f ish caught by district  and by gear i s  presented 
in Appendix Table A-3, Part I. The canned c a s e  pack and the frozen pack i s  
presented in Appendix Table A- 12.  

The value of the  1968 catch to  the fishermen i s  estimated a t  4 .87 
million dollars.  This figure i s  computed from the prices paid fishermen a s  
reported by the canneries,  and the total catch of f ish from the s ta t is t ical  run. 
The value to  the fisherman, by gear category, i s  presented in Appendix Table 
A-13. 

The average gross income of Cook Inlet fishermen from 1959 to 1968 
is presented in Appendix Table A-14. The ten year average income for seine 
fishermen was highest of the three gear categories with $4,030.27 a s  com- 
pared to  $3 ,3  19.84 for drift fishermen and $2,47 6.86 for s e t  net  fishermen. 
The average income for 1968 was  higher than the ten year average for a l l  three 
types of gear.  These data were computed in the same manner a s  Appendix 
Table A-13. 

In Appendix Table A-15 prices paid and f i sh  per c a s e  i s  presented a s  
reported by the nine major canneries operating in Cook Inlet. In 1968, the  
average price paid for salmon was a s  follows: kings .24 per l b . ,  reds $1.59 
per f i sh ,  cohos $1.10 per f i sh ,  pinks .53 per f i sh ,  and chums .75 per f i sh .  

Appendix Table A-16 shows the total wholesale value of canned and 
frozen salmon products by spec ies  and the distribution by canneries.  The 
total wholesale value of salmon eggs packed by Cook Inlet canneries exceeded 
a half million dollars in 1968. The total  net  weight of eggs and wholesale 
value i s  shown in Appendix Table A-17. 

Revenue to the s t a t e  from 1968 l icense sa les  relating to  the Cook Inlet 
salmon fishery amounted to  $84,185. The bulk of this comes from the s a l e  of 
commercial fishing l icenses ,  salmon gear l i censes ,  and vesse l  l i censes .  

S UM MARY 

1. Twenty-eight percent of Cook Inlet salmon gear l icense holders cooperated 
in an economic survey to  a s s e s s  the value of the salmon fishery. 

2 .  The central distr icts of Cook Inlet a re  by far the most important and in 1968 
accounted for 71.2 percent of the  salmon catch.  

3 .  Drift fishermen took 46.9 percent of the total  19 68 ca tch ,  s e t  netters 41.3 
percent, and seiners 11 . 8  percent. 



4 .  The average gross receipts for Cook Inlet salmon fishermen (as  reported 
by the fishermen) ranged from $4,605 for resident s e t  netters t o  $8,360 
for resident seiners .  

5 .  The average Cook Inlet drift boat i s  32.6 feet  long with 156 horsepower, 
has a n  average top speed of 11.5 knots and has  an average value of 
$11,604. 

6 .  The average Cook Inlet se ine boat i s  28.7 feet  long with 11 2 horsepower, 
has a n  average speed of 9 . 0  knots and has an  average value of $7,868. 

7. The average value of Cook Inlet s e t  net  s i t e s  ranged from $9,060 for s i t e s  
in the Northern District to  $19,969 for s i t es  in the Central dis t r ic ts .  

8 .  The average capital  investment of 18 Cook Inlet canneries surveyed was 
reported a t  $262,372. The average gross receipts for these canneries in 
1968 was $65,653. 

9 .  The total value of salmon vesse l s  in Cook Inlet was estimated a t  $7,775,874 
and the value of salmon gear a t  $1,105,067. 

10.  The 1968 catch for Cook Inlet totaled 5,737,965 f i sh  which made up a 
canned pack of 355,890 c a s e s  and a frozen pack of 2,032,925 pounds. 

11 .  The total value of the  1968 Cook Inlet salmon catch to  the fishermen 
(computed using Department of Fish and Game catch records and average 

- 
prices paid by canneries) was 4 .8  million dollars.  Red salmon was first  
in value to  fishermen with 1 .9 million dollars . 

1 2 .  The wholesale value of canned salmon products in Cook Inlet for 1968 
was  10.8 million dollars while the  wholesale value of frozen products 
was 1 .3  million for a total wholesale value of 1 2 . 1  million. 

13.  Revenue to  the s ta te  from 1968 l icense  sa l e s  relating t o  the Cook Inlet 
commercial salmon fishery was $84,185. 
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Appendix Table A - 1  . Composition of samples taken and number of fishermen, 1968 .  

Percent of Estimated total 
No. l icenses Number Percent Number that sample that  number that  fished 

Gear Category issued 1 9 6 8  sampled sampled fished 1 9 6 8  fished 19  68 1 9 6 8  (sample expanded) 

Resident Drift 407  128  31 .4  110 8 6 . 6  352 

Non-resident Drift 2  0  5  69 3 3 . 6  63 91 .3  1 8 7  

Resident Set 63 8  156  2 4 . 4  1 5 1  9 6 . 8  61 8  

Non-resident Set 43  1 7  3 9 . 5  1 3  76 .5  3 3  

Resident Seine 8  5  19 22 .3  19  1 0 0 . 0  8  5 

I 
Non-resident Seine 6  0 - 

w 

I 
Resident Troll 1 0  1 1 0 . 0  1 1 0 0 . 0  

Non-res ident Troll 1 0 - - - - 

Totals 1 , 3 9 5  390 28.0% 357 9 1 . 5  1 , 2 8 5  



Appendix Table A - 2 .  Cook Inlet a reas  fished during 19 68. 

Number District Fished 
Gear Category sampled Northern Central Kamishak Outer Eastern Southern 

Res ident drift 127 110 2 

Non-resident drift 68 63 

Resident s e t  103 25 6 9 6 

Non-resident s e t  13 2 7 3 

Resident Seine 1 7  4 1 3  4 7 



Appendix Table A - 3 .  
Cook Inlet 1968  salmon catch by type of gear and by dis t r ic t .  

Gear Kings catch Reds ca tch  . Cohos ca tch  Pinks catch Chums catch Total catch 

Seine 31  . 7  1 3 , 7 5 9  1.1 5 , 1 3 8  1.1 5 7 4 , 0 2 6  20 .0  85 ,045  7 . 1  677,999 1 1 . 8  

Drift 185  4 . 0  632,700 5 2 . 7  1 6 7 , 6 1 3  3 5 . 3  881,799 3 0 . 8  1 , 0 0 8 , 1 4 0  8 4 . 4  2 , 6 9 0 , 4 3 7  46 .9  

Set 4 , 3 8 4  9 5 . 3  553 ,687  46 .1  302 ,582  63 .6  1 , 4 0 7 , 8 1 3  49 .2  101 ,063  8 . 5  2 ,369 ,529  4 1 . 3  

Totals 4 ,600  .1 1 , 2 0 0 , 1 4 6  20 .9  475 ,333  8 . 3  2 , 8 6 3 , 6 3 8  49 .9  1 , 1 9 4 , 2 4 8  20 .8  5 , 7 3 7 , 9 6 5  100 .0  

Cook Inlet 1968  salmon catch by dis t r ic t .  

"/c "/c "/c "/c I 
o/ % 

District Kings catch Reds ca tch  Cohos catch Pinks catch Chums catch Total ca tch  
I Northern 471 1 0 . 2  1 4 0 , 5 7 5  1 1 . 7  1 5 6 , 6 4 8  3 2 . 9  534 ,839  1 8 . 7  58 ,454  4 .9  890 ,987  1 5 . 5  

N & S  
Central 4 ,065 88 .3  964,329 8 0 . 4  313 ,802  66 .0  1 , 7 4 3 , 3 5 8  60 .9  1 , 0 6 0 , 6 6 0  8 8 . 8  4 , 0 8 6 , 2 1 4  71 .2  

Southern 6  1 1 . 3  1 8 , 7 1 6  1 . 6  4 , 6 7 1  1 . 0  1 5 4 , 0 3 3  5 . 4  4 , 5 1 8  . 4  181 ,999  3 . 2  

Outer 

Kamishak 0  

Eastern 2  .1 74 ,848  6 .2  5  41 ,464  1 . 4  872 .1 116 ,825  2 .1  

Totals 4 , 6 0 0  1 , 2 0 0 , 1 4 6  475 ,333  2 , 8 6 3 , 6 3 8  1 , 1 9 4 , 2 4 8  5 , 7 3 7 , 9 6 3  1 0 0 . 0  



Appendix Table A-4. 
Average t ime f i s h e d ,  to t a l  f i s h  c a u g h t ,  income,  a n d  e x p e n s e s ,  1968.  

No. sampled  A v .  t ime Av. t o t a l  Av. salmon Average Av, n e t  Percent  tota  1 income 
Gear  tha t  f i shed  f i shed  in  number f i s h  g ross  r ece ip t s  e x p e n s e s  income sa lmon from salmon f i sh ing  

Category 19 68 w e e k s  1968 caugh t  1968 1968 1968 f i s h i n g 1 9 6 8  a v e r a g e f o r 1 9 6 8  

Res ident  Drift 110 5 . 9 9  5 ,779 $ 4 , 7 0 6  $ 1 , 7 8 5  $2 ,921  51 .7  

Non-resident Drift 6  3  4 .63  7 ,490 $6 ,112 $2 ,463  $3 ,649 66 .6  

Resident  Set  1 5 1  9 .02  5 , 9 0 7  $ 4 , 6 0 5  $1 ,981  $2 ,624  6 2 . 6  

Non-re s ident  Se t  13 9 . 5 7  7 ,329  $6 ,848  $3 ,402  $ 3 , 4 4 6  48.9 

Resident  Se ine  1 9  7 .87  1 8 , 0 6 6  $8 ,360 $ 4 , 7 8 6  $3 ,574  49 .9  



Appendix Table A-5. 
Number of assis tants  and shares paid during 1 9 6 8  Cook Inlet 
commercial salmon season. 

Number of Average Average Percent 
Gear Number Assistants Share to (Net) Share to 

Category Sampled Employed Assistants Assistants 

Resident 
Drift 1 2 7  96  $ 610 2 1 . 3  

Non-resident 
Drift 6  8  4 6  $ 1 , 4 1 9  2 3 . 8  

Resident 
Set 

Non-resident 
Set 1 3  1 7  $ 1 , 1 6 6  3 3 . 8  

Resident 
Seine 1 7  4  1 $ 3 , 0 2 9  44 .0  



Appendix Table A-  6 .  
Information on Cook Inlet drift and seine ves se l s .  

Vessels Used in 1 9 6 8  Average Average Average Vessel Equipped Average Ave . Value 
Gear 1Vo . Fisherman Cannery length Horse- Speed with Radio Value of Salmon 

Category Sampled Owned Owned ves se l s  power (Knots ) Yes No Vessels Gear 

Resident 
Drift 1 2 7  8 7  2  2  3 2 . 7 '  1 5 1 . 7  1 1 . 5  1 0 7  8  $ 1 1 , 0 8 7  $ 1 , 4 5 1  

Non-res ident 
Drift 6  9  24 3 9  3 2 . 4 '  1 6 4 . 6  1 1 . 5  6  3  2  $12 ,657  $ 1 , 7 2 2  

Totals - 
I 

Drift 196  111 6  1 3 2 . 6 '  1 5 6 . 1  1 1 . 5  170  1 0  $ 1 1 , 6 0 4  $ 1 , 5 4 9  
m 

I 

Resident 
Seine 1 7  1 4  3 28 .7 '  1 1 2 . 0  9 . 0  1 5  2  $ 7 , 8 6 8  $ 1 , 9 0 0  



Appendix Table A - 7 .  
Value of Cook Inlet s e t  net s i t e s  and average number of f i sh  caught per s i t e .  

Set Net Site Average Number of 
Number Used in 1968 Average Value Number of Gear Fish Caught Per 

Category Sampled Owned Leased Set Met Si tes  Cards Fishing Site Site 1968  

Central Districts 72 44 11 $ 1 9 , 9 6 9  1 1 7  1 0 , 1 5 5  

Northern District 28 1 6  4 $ 9 , 0 6 0  32 1 2 , 3 7 1  

I Southern District 6  6  - $ 7 , 7 1 7  7  
F 
w 
I Non-resident 

(All Districts) 1 3  1 0  0  $ 1 3 , 7 0 0  1 7  

Totals 1 1 9  76 1 5  $ 1 5 , 9 9 8  1 7 3  9 , 3 9 8  



Appendix Table A-8. 
Number and percent of fishermen sampled,  during 1966, 1967, 
and 1968. 

Number No. That No. That No. That 
Fishermen Fished Fished Fished 

Gear Category Sampled 1968 Percent 19 67 Percent 1966 Percent 

Resident Drift 127 110 86.6 8 9 70.1 8 5 66.9 

Non-res ident  
Drift 6 8 63 92.6 58 85.3 5 3 77.9 

Resident Se t  103 9 9 96.1 9 1 88.3 8 3 80.6 

Non-res ident 
Set  13 9 69.2 LO 76.9 11 84.6 

Resident Seine 17 17 100.0 10 58.8 13 76.5 



Appendix Table A-9. 
Economic data from 18 Cook Inlet canneries .  

Average number of years operated in Cook Inlet 

Number of sa.lmon purchased in 1968 

Average number of salmon purchased per cannery 

Average price paid for f ish in 1968: Kings $ .25/lb. 
Reds 1.58/ea.  
Cohos 1.24/ea.  
Pinks .49/ea. 
Chums .79/ea. 

Number of people employed a t  peak of operation 

Average number of people employed per cannery 

Number of tenders operated in 1968 

Number of fishing boats owned 

Total value of fishing boats 

Average value per boat 

Average capital  investment per cannery 

Average operating expense per cannery 

Average gross receipts per cannery 

Percent of total receipts from sa l e  of salmon products 



Appendix Table A-10. 
Expanded samples - gross receipts ,  expenses ,  net  income. 

Est. No. of Average 
Fishermen That Ave. Salmon Total Gross Operating Total Ave. Net Total Net 

Gear Fished 1968 Gross Receipts Receipts Expenses Expenses Income Income 

Resident Drift 352  $ 4 , 7 0 6  $ 1 , 6 5 6 , 5 1 2  $ 1 , 7 8 5  $ 628,320  $ 2 , 9 2 1  $ 1 , 0 2 8 , 1 9 2  

Non-resident Drift 1 8  7  6 ,112  1 , 1 4 2 , 9 4 4  2 ,463  460 ,581  3 , 6 4 9  6 8 2 , 3 6 3  

Resident Set Net 61 8  4 , 6 0 5  2 , 8 4 5 , 5 8 9  1 , 9 8 1  1 , 2 2 4 , 2 5 8  2 , 6 2 4  1 , 6 2 1 , 6 3 2  

Non-resident Set 3  3  6 , 8 4 8  225 ,984  3 , 4 0 2  1 1 2 , 2 6 6  3 , 4 4 6  1 1 3 , 7 1 8  

I Resident Seine 8 5  8 , 3 6 0  710 ,600  4 , 7 8 6  406 ,810  3 , 5 7 4  3 0 3 , 7 9 0  
N 
0 

I $ 6 , 5 8 1 , 6 2 9  $ 2 , 8 3 2 , 2 3 5  $ 3 , 7 4 9 , 6 9 5  

Appendix Table A-11. Expanded samples - va lue of boats and gear.  

Ave. Value Est. Total No. Total Value Average Value Total Value 
Gear Vessels of Vessels Vessels Salmon Gear Salmon Gear 

Resident Drift $ 1 1 , 0 8 7  40 7  $ 4 , 5 1 2 , 4 0 9  $ 1 , 4 5 1  $ 5 9 0 , 5 5 7  

Non-res ident 
Drift 1 2 , 6 5 7  205 

Seine 7 , 8 6 8  8 5  668 ,780  1 , 9 0 0  1 6 1 , 5 0 0  

$ 7 , 7 7 5 , 8 7 4  $ 1 , 1 0 5 , 0 6 7  



Appendix Table A-1 2. 
Cook Inlet 1968 canned and frozen salmon packs.  

Number of 48 - 1 pound c a s e s  
Cannery Kings Reds Cohos Pinks Chums Total 

Totals 547 76,347 34,737 117,750 126,509 355,890 

Freezer Fish (pounds) 
Cannery Kings Reds Cohos Pinks Chums Total 

Totals 50,646 411,346 623,392 302,401 645,150 2,032,925 



Appendix Table A-13. 
Total number of f ish caught by gear,  1 9 6 8 .  

Kings Reds Cohos Pinks Chums Totals 

Seiners 31  1 3 , 7 5 9  5 , 1 3 8  5 7 4 , 0 2 6  8 5 , 0 4 5  667 ,999  
Drifters 1 8 5  632 ,700  1 6 7 , 6 1 3  8 8 1 , 7 9 9  1 , 0 0 8 , 1 4 0  2 , 6 9 0 , 4 3 7  
Set Net 4 , 3 8 4  5 5 3 , 6 8 7  3 0 2 , 5 8 2  1 , 4 0 7 , 8 1 3  1 0 1 , 0 6 3  2 , 3 6 9 , 5 2 9  

Average price paid by Cook Inlet canneries,  1 9  68 

Kings Reds Cohos Pinks Chums 

.24/lb. 1 . 5 9  e a .  1 . 1 0  e a .  . 53  e a .  . 7 5  e a .  

Dollar value to fishermen by species  and by gear 

Kings Reds Cohos Pinks Chums Totals 

Seiners $ 192  $ 21 ,877  $ 5 , 6 5 2  $ 3 0 4 , 2 3 4  $ 6 3 , 7 8 4  $ 395 ,739  
Drifters 8 , 8 8 0  1 , 0 0 5 , 9 9 3  1 8 4 , 3 7 4  467 ,353  756 ,105  2 , 4 2 2 , 7 0 5  
Set Net 21 ,043  8 8 0 , 3 6 2  332 ,840  746 ,141  7 5 , 7 9 7  2 , 0 5 5 , 9 8 3  

Total dollar value to  fisherman 

No. Gear Licenses Category Dollars Received Percent Ave . Income 

Seiners $ , 395 ,739  8 . 1  $ 4 , 3 4 8 . 7 8  
Drifters 2 , 4 2 2 , 7 0 5  4 9 . 7  3 , 9 5 8 . 6 7  
Set Net 2 , 0 5 5 , 9 8 3  42 .2  3 , 0 1 9 . 0 6  



Appendix Table A-1 4.  
Average gross  income of individual  Cook In le t  f i sherman,  b y  gea r  
(based  on  pr ices  paid for  raw f i s h  a s  reported by  canner ies) ,  

19  59 

69 Se ine  
370 Drift 
534 Se t  Net  

1960 

95 Se ine  
288 Drift 
540 Se t  Net  

1961 

89 Se ine  
3 7 2 Drift 
586 Se t  Net 

19  62 

91  Se ine  
372 Drift 
61 7 Se t  Net  

1 9  63 

112 Se ine  
4 72 Drift 
655 Set  Net  

1964 

1 0 8  Se ine  
468 Drift 
631 Se t  Net 

1 9  65 
71 S e i n e  
447 Drift 
589 Se t  Net 

1966 
77 Se ine  
504 Drift 
628 Se t  Net  

2 ,178 .39  
3 , 3 6 4 . 8 1  
1 , 5 2 3 . 2 4  Ten y e a r  a v e r a g e ,  1959-1968 

Se ine  $4 ,030 .27  
12 ,286 .40  Drift  3 , 3 1 9 . 8 4  

4 ,142 .05  Se t  Net 2 , 4 7 6 . 8 6  
4 ,042 .39  



Appendix Table A-1 4 .  
Average gros s income of individual Cook Inlet fisherman, by gear 
(based on prices paid for raw fish a s  reported by canneries) - cont. 

19 67 

58 Seine 
534 Drift 
605 Set Net 

1968 

91 Seine 
6 1 2  Drift 
681 Set Net 



Appendix Table A-15. 
P r i ce s  pa id  a n d  f i s h  per  c a s e *  - Cook In l e t  - By canne ry  - 1 9 6 8 .  

KINGS REDS COHOS PINKS CHUMS 
Company F i s h / c a s e  Pr ice  ~ i s h / c a s e  Pr ice  Fish/ca se Pr ice  ~ i s h / c a s e  Pr ice  F i s h / c a s e  Pr ice  

1 .25/lb 13 .00  1 . 6 3  ea. 11 . O O  1 . 2 0  ea.  21 .00  . 5 3  e a .  11 . O O  . 77  ea. 

2 4 . 1 3  .23/lb 1 3 . 6 9  1 . 5 4  ea. 1 0 . 8 7  1 . 0 0  ea. 22 .64  . 52  e a .  8 . 8 9  . 72  ea. 

5 3 . 7 0  .23/ lb 1 1 . 9 1  1 . 6 3  e a .  1 0 . 9 8  1 . 1 0  ea. 23.25 . 55  e a .  9 . 6 7  . 7 5  e a .  

8 4 .00  '.25/lb 1 0 . 0 0  1 . 5 7  ea. 14 .00  1 . 1 0  ea. 20.00 . 5 3  e a .  9 . 0 0  . 75  e a .  

TOTALS 5 . 4 7  .24/lb 1 2 . 4 4  1 . 5 9  ea. 1 1 . 6 7  1 . 1 0  ea.  23 .92  . 5 3  e a .  9 . 6 6  . 7 5  e a .  

*One c a s e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  48  - I# c a n s  



* Corrected estimates 
** Value by species  not given 

Appendix Table A-1 6 .  
Cook Inlet - 1968  -- Wholesale value of canned salmon products. 

Cannery 

1 
2  
3  
4  
5  
6  
7  
8  
9  

10  
11 
12" 
1 3  

I 1 4  
N 
rn 
I 

Kings Reds Cohos Pinks Chums Total 

$ 2 , 8 7 2 . 6 3  $ 5 5 6 , 4 0 3 . 1 4  $ 4 2 3 , 3 3 8 . 2 6  $ 723 ,017 .02  $ 5 7 7 , 2 0 5 . 1 8  $ 2 , 2 8 2 , 8 3 6 . 2 3  
1 1 9 , 8 1 3 . 7 7  4 4 , 7 8 5 . 4 1  4 9 5 , 5 0 3 . 4 7  3 0 0 , 8 7 7 . 5 0  9 6 0 , 9 8 0 . 1 5  

1 2 , 3 9 7 . 1 7  1 , 0 6 1 , 7 3 9 . 2 5  290 ,230 .93  749 ,455 .42  9 5 6 , 8 5 3 . 4 5  3 , 0 7 0 , 6 7 6 . 2 2  
1 , 6 5 3 , O l  5 6 6 , 6 2 9 . 4 1  1 8 2 , 7 1 1 . 1 3  6 4 0 , 5 8 6 . 2 8  5 7 5 , 9 0 6 . 8 6  1 , 9 6 7 , 4 8 6 . 6 9  

4 9 , 5 4 9 . 5 0  8 , 0 7 0 . 0 0  8 7 , 0 6 7 . 5 0  1 0 , 1 4 0 . 0 0  1 5 4 , 8 2 7 . 0 0  
520 .00  1 4 , 2 0 9 . 4 4  1 9 , 4 0 6 . 1 2  8 , 3 4 5 . 4 0  1 , 9 1 1 . 0 0  4 4 , 3 9 1 . 9 6  

243 ,680 .00  44 ,064 .00  3 9 7 , 4 0 4 . 0 0  205 ,972 .00  8 9 1 , 1 2 0 . 0 0  
759 .05  3 4 , 8 9 8 . 4 0  1 5 , 1 9 7 . 1 5  8 5 , 9 0 7 . 6 0  7 0 , 6 9 4 . 4 0  207 ,456 .60  

20 .00  700 .00  1 , 5 0 5 . 6 0  75 .00  9 6 . 0 0  2 , 3 9 6 . 6 0  
1 8 9 . 0 0  958 .50  1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  744 .00  2 , 9 0 4 . 0 0  5 , 7 9 5 . 5 0  
528 .00  78 .00  2 , 5 2 4 . 0 0  3 , 1 3 0 . 0 0  

1 , 9 9 8 . 0 0  3 1 9 , 5 2 6 . 0 0  1 3 8 , 4 3 2 . 0 0  1 8 9 , 3 2 4 . 0 0  581 ,425 .00  1 , 2 3 0 , 7 0 5 . 0 0 *  
800 .00  800 .00  

Wholesale value of frozen salmon products 

Total $ 422 005 .63  $ 3 , 2 2 0 , 1 0 8 . 5 6  $ 1 , 5 8 2 , 3 6 8 . 0 3  $ 3 , 4 4 4 , 4 1 0 . 6 9  $ 3 , 4 8 1 , 6 9 4 . 8 8  $ 1 2 , 1 8 7 , 1 6 4 . 1 9  
(Canned & ~ r o z e n )  



Appendix Table A-1 7 .  
Cook Inlet -- 1968 -- Wholesale value of salmon eggs .  

Cannery Total Net Weight Total Wholesale Value 

- - 

* Conservative estimates based on pounds of eggs reported. 



Appendix Table A-18. Cook Inlet  -- License s a l e s  - 19 68. 

Commercial,  Resident 1 ,675  @ 10 .  

Commercial,  Non-resident 615 @ 30.  

Troll, Resident 10 @ 15 .  

Troll,  Non-res ident 1 @ 45.  

Hand Purse Se ine ,  Resident 85 @ 50. 

Hand Purse Se ine ,  Non-resident 6 @ 150.  

Beach Se ine ,  Resident 4 @ l o .  

Drift Gill Net ,  Resident 407 @ 15 .  

Drift Gill Net ,  Non-resident 204 @ 45. 

Set  Gill Ne t ,  Resident 638 @ 15 .  

Se t  Gill Ne t ,  Non-resident 43 @ 45. 

Vessel ,  Resident 461 @ 1 0 .  

Vessel, Non-resident 208 @ 30.  

Tender, Resident 1 6 @  10.  

Tender, Non-res ident 7 @ 30.  

Dory, Resident 493 @ 10.  

Dory, Non-resident 2 2  @ 30. 



Appendix B .  Survey Form Sent t o  Cook Inlet Commercial Salmon Fishermen. 

Check 
i f  you want a copy 
of completed report. 

1 .  Name 2 .  Address 

3 .  Did you f i sh  salmon in 19 68 1967 1966 (please check) 

4 .  What type gear l i cense  did you hold in 1968? Drift Set  Net Seine Troll - 
5 .  Approximately how long did you fish in 19 68 ? 

6. Which of the following Cook Inlet Districts did you f i sh  in 1968? Northern 

North Central South Central Kamis ha k 0 uter Eastern 

7. How many fish did you catch in 1968? 

Kings Reds Cohos Pinks Chums Total 

8 .  What were your gross receipts from salmon fishing in 1968? 

9 .  For the years 19 66-1 968 approximately what proportion of your total income was from 

salmon fishing? 1966 19 67 1968 

10 .  Number of a s s i s t an t s  employed by you in 1968. Share paid to  a s s i s t an t s  

11 . Total expenses  incurred in your fishing operation during 19 68 ? 

TO BE COMPLETED BY DRIFT, SEINE OR TROLL FISHERMAN: 

1 .  Did you use your own or a cannery owned boat in 1968? Own Cannery 

2 .  Vessel information: Length Horsepower Top Speed, empty 

3 .  I s  the  ves se l  that you use equipped with a two-way radio? Y e s  No 

4 .  Estimated total  value of your boat with engine and a l l  equipment? 

5 .  Estimated total  value of a l l  other salmon gear?  

TO BE COMPLETED BY SET NET FISHERMAN ONLY: 

1. Do you own or l e a s e  your s e t  net  s i t e ?  Own Lease 

2 .  If you own a s i t e ,  what i s  the estimated total value of your s i te  with a l l  associated 

gear (cabins ,  boats ,  motors, beach vehicles ,  ne t s ,  e t c .  ) ?  

3 .  If you do  not own a s e t  ne t  s i t e ,  what is the value of gear,  if any ,  owned by you? 

4 .  What i s  the location of your s e t  net  s i t e ?  



Appendix C .  Survey Form Sent to  Cook Inlet Salmon Processors. 

Name of Company Location 

1 . How long has your company been operating in Cook Inlet? 

2 .  How many salmon did you purchase in 1968? Kings Reds 

Cohos Pinks Chums Total 

3 .  What was  the average price you paid per f i sh  or per pound in 1968? 

Kings Reds Cohos Pinks Chums 

4. How many people did your company employ a t  the peak of operation in 1968? 

5 .  How many salmon fishermen in Cook Inlet s e l l  the bulk of their  f ish  to  you? 

6.  How many tenders did you operate in 1968? Are these  tenders owned or leased 

by your company? If l ea sed ,  what is  the  expense to  you? 

7. How many fishing boats do you own? What i s  their approximate total 

value? 

8 .  What i s  the total capital  investment of your company? (Include everything--land value,  

buildings, docks , tenders ,  boa ts ,  machinery, t rucks,  e t c  .) 

*9. What were the total  operating expenses  incurred by your company in 1968, not including 

wages paid? 

"10. What were the total  wages paid to  your employees in 1968? 

* l l .  What were your gross receipts for 1968? What percent of these  

receipts were from the sa l e  of salmon products? 

* If these figures a re  not available a t  this time, please leave  blank and return form 
incomplete. 



 

 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game administers all programs and activities free from discrimination 
based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. 
The department administers all programs and activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. 
  
If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire 
further information please write to ADF&G, P.O. Box 25526, Juneau, AK 99802-5526; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 300 Webb, Arlington, VA 22203 or O.E.O., U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Washington DC 20240. 
 
For information on alternative formats for this and other department publications, please contact the 
department ADA Coordinator at (voice) 907-465-6077, (TDD) 907-465-3646, or (FAX) 907-465-6078. 
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