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POLICY STATEMENT ON THE SUBSISTENCE UTILIZATION O F  

- 
The Board of Fisheries and the Board of Game recognize tha t  exis t ing cul tures  and 
l i f e  s tyles  in Alaska are of great  value and should be preserved. Accordingly, 
customary and tradit ional subsistence uses of f i sh  and game a re  assigned a p r io r i t y  
among beneficial uses. 

The use of fYsh and game f o r  subsistence i s  v i ta l  t o  the existence of many Alaskans, 
although l imitations on the productivity of f i s h  and game stocks may l i m i t  con- 
tinued increases i n  the number of subsistence users. 

Beyond direct ly  satisfying food requirements, home consumption of f i s h  and game 
tends to  preserve cultures and t radi t ions  and gives gra t i f ica t ion  t o  a strong 
desire possessed by many Alaskans to  harvest t h e i r  own food. The l a t t e r  functions 
seem genuinely important t o  the  physical and psychological well-being of a large 
number of Alaskans. 

In some circumstances, subsistence users may also be par t ic ipants  i n  spor ts  or  
commercial harvesting. Where subsistence users can sa t i s fy  t h e i r  harvest by com- 
mercial or sports methods, special regulations f o r  the subsistence p r io r i t y  may 
not be needed. Where regulations are needed, commercial and sports  uses may not 
need to  be to t a l l y  elimxnated pr ior  to  r e s t r i c t i ons  on subsistence uses, b u t  trad- 
i t ional and customary subsistence uses will receive a p r io r i t y  harvest opportunity 
i n  the Boards' regulatory systems. 

Whenever possible, the subsistence pr ior i ty  should beachieved by exis t ing regulatory - 7  
techniques,;:such as  open and closed seasons, bag l imi t s ,  control of methods and 

?& means of take, and controlled use areas. When a resource i s  plent i ful  enough t o  ...-. T--.rr-i--- , .r- ._ .... . ^ ,~  .;..-. . . 
accomrnp_da~e,-~~~l-~:~se~~~~..the -Boards..may not need t o  dist inguish between d i f f e r en t  
types of use. Special . regulat ioni~ such as  designation of a subsistence hunting or  
fishing area to  allocate a+sub,sistence resource t o  local subsistence users may be 

, , enacted i f  the above approach i s  inappropriate o r  ineffective.  

I f  further res t r ic t ion  i s  necessary, p r io r i t y  among s u b s i s t e n ~ e  users will be based 
on 1) customary and d i rec t  dependence upon the resource as the mainstay of one's 
live1 i hood; 2)  local residency; and 3)  ava i l ab i l i t y  of a1 te rna t ive  resources. 
The Boards will &,p.&hd.&@-Tiy on data gathered by the Subsistence Section i n  
achieving pr ior i ty  'for subsistence and in considering the three faczbrs above. 

Imp1 i c i t  i n  the two c r i t e r i a  of "direct  dependence" and "ava i l ab i l i t y  of a1 ternat ive 
resources" i s  the idea tha t  a subsistence p r io r i t y  i s  based t o  some extent on the 
actual needs of people. Subsistence needs of individuals, famil i e s ,  and cultural  
groups may d i f f e r  ;{in typeaand degree. I t  i s  recognized, t ha t  judgment will  be an 
unavoidable neces's.l!'.ty in weighing actual need. Elements t o  consider i n  establishing 
'the level of subsistence need include location,  local cul tures ,  t r ad i t i ons ,  customs, 
and a1 ternative resources. . 

The Boards recognize the need f o r  regional differences i n  the  approach to  f i s h  and 
game management and they will maintain f l e x i b i l i t y  by periodically examining social 
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and economic condi t ions ,  a s  well a s  b io logica l  condi t ions  which may warrant  a 
change in subs is tence  uses and t h e  Boards' r egu la t ions .  
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