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The following are some of the definitions set forth 
in Alaska Statutes (AS) 16.05.940, 5 AAC 75.020, and 
5 AAC 75.995.
AREA: Means a regulatory management area as 
described in 5 AAC 47-5 AAC 74.
ARTIFICIAL FLY: A fly which is constructed by 
common methods known as fly tying, including a 
dry fly, wet fly, and nymph, or a bare single hook 
that is free of bait as defined in 5 AAC 75.995. 
Materials and chemicals designed and produced 
primarily to cause flies to float or sink may be used 
on artificial flies.
ARTIFICIAL FLY (UNWEIGHTED): A fly which 
weighs less than ¼ ounce in its entirety.
ARTIFICIAL LURE: Any lure which is man-made, 
free of bait as defined in 5 AAC 75.995, and is used 
to attract fish. This includes an artificial fly.
BAG LIMIT: The maximum legal take of fish per 
person per day, in the area in which the person 
is fishing, even if part or all of the fish are 
immediately preserved; a fish when landed and 
not immediately released becomes a part of the 
bag limit of the person originally hooking it.
•	The per person, per day bag limit applies across 
fisheries. You cannot take a bag limit of fish 
from one area then move to another area and 
take another limit there. However, if the bag 
limit of a specific species is higher in a particular 
area (for example, 6 fish per day in one area and 
3 per day of the same species in another) you 
can take 3 fish from one area and move to the 
area with the higher bag limit and take 3 from 
there. If you have any questions, please call the 
local ADF&G office listed on the back. 

BAIT: Any substance applied to fishing gear for 
the purpose of attracting fish by scent, including 
fish eggs in any form, natural or preserved animal, 
fish, fish oil, shellfish, or insect parts, natural 
or processed vegetable matter, and natural or 
synthetic chemicals.
BANNED INVASIVE SPECIES: A nonnative species 
that can become established in Alaska; compete 
with native species for resources; degrade habitat; 
threaten the health or population of native 
species; or cause economic and environmental 
harm. These species include:

•	Class A invasive species include Pacific 
chorus frog, Red-legged frog, Rusty crayfish, 
European green crab, Virile crayfish/Northern 
crayfish, Cyprinid fishes (includes invasive 
carps, redside shiners, golden shiners, and 
fathead minnows), American shad, Eastern 
Mosquitofish, Round goby, New Zealand 
mudsnail, Dreissenid mussels, Quagga 
mussels, Zebra mussel, Conrad’s or dark 
mussel, Asian clam.

•	Class B invasive species include American 
bull frog, Signal crayfish, Red swamp crayfish, 
Yellow perch, Muskellunge, Walleye, Bluegill, 
Largemouth bass, Smallmouth bass, Black 
crappie, White crappie, Ictalurid fishes 
(catfish), Brook trout, Brown trout, White 
perch, Pumpkinseed. 

CHAR: All char, including Dolly Varden, Arctic char, 
lake trout (Mackinaw), and eastern brook trout.

CHARTER VESSEL: Means a vessel used for hire in 
the sport, personal use, or subsistence taking of 
fish or shellfish, and not used on the same day for 
any other commercial fishing purpose; a charter 
vessel does not include a vessel or skiff without a 
charter vessel operator. 
CHARTER VESSEL OPERATOR: A person engaged 
in carrying passengers on a charter vessel for 
any valuable consideration that passes directly 
or indirectly to the vessel’s owner, operator, or a 
person with a financial interest in the vessel, in 
consideration of the carriage of any person on 
board.
CLOSED SEASON: The time during which fish 
may not be taken; including no catch-and-release 
fishing. 
CLOSED WATERS: Waters designated by the 
Board wherein it is illegal to take fish.
CLOSELY ATTENDED LINE: That the line or strike 
indicator is within the view of and is accessible to 
the angler at all times.
DEEPWATER RELEASE MECHANISM: A device 
designed to return a rockfish back near the 
bottom where it was hooked, or to a specified 
depth, and to assist the fish in recompression and 
to improve the fish’s chance of survival.
DRAINAGE: All of the waters comprising a 
watershed including tributary rivers, streams, 
sloughs, ponds, and lakes which contribute to the 
water supply of the watershed.
FISHING ROD: A tapered, flexible rod typically 
used for sport fishing, equipped with a hand grip 
and a line guide system that guides the line from 
the reel to the tip of the rod, and upon which is 
mounted a fishing reel used to deploy and retrieve 
the sport fishing line.
FRESH WATER: All inland waters; inland waters 
are separated from salt water at the mouths 
of creeks, streams, and rivers at a line between 
extremities of the latter’s banks at a mean low tide 
or at a point to be determined and adequately 
marked by the Department.
LENGTH OF FISH: The length from the tip of the 
snout to the tip of the tail (total length).

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT: 
(a) The nearest most accessible professional 
employee of the Department, (b) a person 
designated by the Commissioner or by a 
professional employee of the Department to 
perform specific functions for the Department, or 
(c) a law enforcement officer of the Department of 
Public Safety.
MARK OR MARKING: All forms of skin alteration, 
fin clipping, or other mutilation, or insertion of 
foreign materials in live fish that permit later 
identification.
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MOLESTING: The harassing, disturbing, or 
interfering with fish by any means, including the 
use of any missile or object not established as 
legal gear; molesting includes dragging, kicking, 
throwing, striking, or otherwise abusing a fish 
which is intended to be released.
MULTIPLE HOOK: A fish hook with two or more 
points with or without barbs.
OPEN SEASON: The time during which fish may 
lawfully be taken; each period of time prescribed 
as an open season shall be construed to begin at  
12:01 a.m. on the first day and end at midnight of 
the last day thereof.
PEACE OFFICER OF THE STATE: (a) An employee 
of ADF&G authorized by the Commissioner; (b) a 
police officer in the state; or (c) any other person 
authorized by the Commissioner.
POSSESSION LIMIT: The maximum number of 
unpreserved fish a person may have in possession.
POWER ASSISTED FISHING REEL: A reel used to 
deploy and retrieve the sport fishing line that is 
operated or assisted by any electronic hydraulic, 
or other mechanical power source other than by 
hand-cranking a handle attached to the reel.
PRESERVED FISH: Fish prepared in such a 
manner, and in an existing state of preservation, 
as to be fit for human consumption after a 15-
day period, and does not include unfrozen fish 
temporarily stored in coolers that contain ice, dry 
ice, or fish that are lightly salted.
REEL SEAT: An attachment mechanism that holds 
the fishing reel to the rod using locking, threading 
rings, sliding bands, or other attachment devices 
and is designed to allow the reel to be readily 
detached from the fishing rod.
ROCKFISH: Includes all fish of the genus Sebastes 
and does not include Irish lords, other sculpins, 
greenlings, or lingcod.
SALMON: All salmon, including the five species of 
Pacific salmon: Chinook (king), chum (dog), coho 
(silver), pink (humpy), and sockeye (red).
SALT WATER: All marine waters; marine waters 
are separated from fresh water at the mouths of 
streams, rivers, and creeks.
SINGLE HOOK: A fish hook with only one point 
with or without a barb.
SNAG: To hook a fish elsewhere than in its mouth.
SPEAR: A hand-operated shaft with a sharp point 
or fork-like implement attached to one end, used 
to thrust through the water to impale or retrieve 
fish; includes a Hawaiian sling or pole spear which 
is a shaft propelled by a single loop of elastic 
material that is not equipped with a mechanical 
release or trigger.
SPEARGUN: A device designed to propel a spear 
through the water by means of elastic bands, 
compressed gas, or other mechanical propulsion 
to take fish that is equipped with a mechanical 
release or trigger.

SPORT FISHING: The taking of or attempting to 
take for personal use, and not for sale or barter, 
any fresh water, marine, or anadromous fish by 
hook and line held in the hand, or by hook and line 
attached to a pole or rod which is held in the hand 
or closely attended, or by other means defined by 
the Alaska Board of Fisheries.
SPORT FISHING GUIDE: A person who provides 
sport fishing guide services to persons who are 
engaged in sport fishing.  
SPORT FISHING GUIDE SERVICES: Assistance, 
for compensation or with the intent to receive 
compensation, to a sport angler to take or attempt 
to take fish by accompanying or physically 
directing the sport angler in sport fishing activities 
during any part of a sport fishing trip; however, 
the term does not include sport fishing services 
or services provided by an assistant, deckhand, 
or similar person who works directly under the 
supervision of and on the same vessel as a sport 
fishing guide. 
SPORT FISHING SERVICES: The indirect provision 
of assistance, for compensation or with the intent 
to receive compensation, to a person engaged 
in sport fishing in taking or attempting to take 
fish or shellfish by a business that employs a 
sport fishing guide to provide sport fishing guide 
services to the person during any portion of a 
sport fishing trip; sport fishing services does not 
include an activity for which a sport fishing guide 
license is required, or booking and other ancillary 
services provided by a tour broker or agent to a 
sport fishing services operator. 
SQUID JIG: An artificial lure that may not exceed 
24 inches in total length, used to target squid, that 
consists of barbless hook clusters and may not 
contain any barbed hooks. 
STREAM MOUTH: The downstream point 
defined as a straight line running from the most 
downstream extremity on one stream bank to the 
most downstream extremity on the other stream 
bank, or a point defined and marked by the 
Department.
TAKE: Taking, pursuing, fishing, or in any manner 
disturbing, capturing, or killing or attempting to 
take, pursue, fish, or in any manner capture or kill 
fish or shellfish.
TOXICANT: Any material or chemical that upon 
introduction to the waters of Alaska by direct or 
indirect means will kill, stun, or drive fish from 
their natural repose.
TRANSPORT: Ship, transport, carry, import, export, 
or receive or deliver for shipment, transportation, 
carriage, or export.
TROUT: Includes rainbow, steelhead, and cutthroat.
WATERS OF ALASKA: Has the same meaning as 
set out in 5 AAC 39.975(13).
YEAR: The calendar year from January 1 through 
December 31.




