
Sp Su Fa Wi Habitat Notes

Loons

___Red-throated Loon C U C P f,s
___Pacific Loon C U C C s
___Common Loon C F C C f,s
___Yellow-billed Loon U U U U s

Grebes

___Horned Grebe C P C U s
___Red-necked Grebe C X C U s

Albatrosses

___Black-footed Albatross X X X X s
Shearwaters, Petrels, and Fulmars

___Northern Fulmar C C C C s
___Sooty Shearwater C P C – s
___Short-tailed Shearwater P P P – s

Storm-Petrels

___Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel C R C P s
Cormorants

___Brandt's Cormorant X – – – s
___Double-crested Cormorant C R C U s
___Red-faced Cormorant C s
___Pelagic Cormorant C U C U s

Herons, Bitterns

___Great Blue Heron U R U U c,f,m,t
Swans, Geese, Ducks

___Greater White-fronted Goose C – C – f,t,m
___Emperor Goose – – C C f,s,t
___Snow Goose C – C – f,m,t
___Canada Goose C C C U all
___Brant (Black) U X U X s,t
___Trumpeter Swan U U U C f,m,t
___Tundra Swan C – U – f,m,t
___Gadwall R R F R f,m,s,t
___Eurasian Wigeon – – X X f,m,s,t
___American Wigeon C U C U f,m,s,t
___Mallard C C C C f,m,s,t,
___Blue-winged Teal X X – – f,m,t
___Northern Shoveler F U F – f,m,s,t
___Northern Pintail C F C P f,m,s,t
___Green-winged Teal C C C P f,m,s,t
___Canvasback U X U – f,m,s,t
___Redhead U X U – f,m,s,t
___Ring-necked Duck C C C – f,m,s,t
___Greater Scaup C X C F f,m,s,t
___Lesser Scaup X P P – f,m,s,t
___Harlequin Duck C C C C f,s,t
___Surf Scoter C C C C s
___White-winged Scoter C C C C s
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___Black Scoter F U F C s
___Long-tailed Duck C R C F s
___Bufflehead C V C C f,s,t
___Common Goldeneye C F C C f,s,t
___Barrow's Goldeneye C C C C f,s,t
___Hooded Merganser C R R R f,s,t
___Common Merganser C C C F f,s,t
___Red-breasted Merganser C F C C f,s,t

Hawk, Eagles, Harriers, Osprey

___Osprey R R R – c,f,s,t
___Bald Eagle C C C C all
___Northern Harrier C F C P a,m,t
___Sharp-shinned Hawk C R C O a,c,d,m,t
___Northern Goshawk R U R P c,d
___Red-tailed Hawk O U U – c,d,m
___Rough-legged Hawk R U U – a,m,t
___Golden Eagle P R U – a

Falcons

___American Kestrel U – U – a,c,d,m,t
___Merlin U U R P a,c,d,m,t
___Gyrfalcon – – X – a,m,t
___Peregrine Falcon U R U – a,m,t

Grouse, Ptarmigan

___Willow Ptarmigan F F F F a,d
___Rock Ptarmigan F F F F a
___White-tailed Ptarmigan U U U U a
___Blue Grouse X a,c,m

Coots

___American Coot – – X – f,m
Cranes

___Sandhill Crane C P C – m,t
Plovers

___Black-bellied Plover C – C – t
___American Golden-Plover R – R – t
___Pacific Golden-Plover U – U – t
___Semipalmated Plover F F F – t
___Killdeer X X – – t

Oystercatchers

___Black Oystercatcher F C F P t
Sandpipers

___Greater Yellowlegs F F F – f,m,t
___Lesser Yellowlegs U U U – f,m,t
___Solitary Sandpiper R – R – d,f,m,t
___Wandering Tattler U – U – t
___Spotted Sandpiper F F F – f,m,t
___Upland Sandpiper – – X – m
___Whimbrel F R F – m,t
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___Hudsonian Godwit U R U – t
___Marbled Godwit C – X – t
___Ruddy Turnstone U – U – t
___Black Turnstone F R F – t
___Surfbird U – U – t
___Red Knot C – – – t
___Sanderling C X C – t
___Semipalmated Sandpiper C – C – t
___Western Sandpiper C R C – t
___Least Sandpiper C U C – m,t
___Baird's Sandpiper U – U – t
___Pectoral Sandpiper C X C – m,t
___Rock Sandpiper U – U P t
___Dunlin C – C P t
___Short-billed Dowitcher C R C – m,t
___Long-billed Dowitcher C – C – t
___Wilson's Snipe C C C P d,m,t
___Red-necked Phalarope C F C – f,m,s,t
___Red Phalarope P – C – s

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns

___South Polar Skua – X – – s
___Pomarine Jaeger U X U – s
___Parasitic Jaeger C F C – f,m,s,t
___Long-tailed Jaeger R U R – s
___Bonaparte's Gull C C C – f,m,s,t
___Mew Gull C C C C f,m,s,t,u
___California Gull X – X – s,t
___Herring Gull C F C U f,m,s,t,u
___Thayer's Gull U U U U s,t
___Glaucous-winged Gull C C C C f,m,s,t,u
___Glaucous Gull U U U U f,s,t
___Sabine's Gull R – U – s,t
___Black-legged Kittiwake C C C C s,t
___Caspian Tern F F F – s,t
___Arctic Tern C C C – f,m,s,t
___Aleutian Tern C C C – f,m,s,t

Alcids

___Common Murre F F F U s
___Pigeon Guillemot C C C C s
___Marbled Murrelet C C C C c,s
___Kittlitz's Murrelet F F F F a,s
___Rhinoceros Auklet – X – – c,s
___Horned Puffin – X – – s,t
___Tufted Puffin U U P – s,t

Pigeons, Doves

___Eurasian Collared-dove P R P – u
___Mourning Dove – – X – a,m,t,u
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Owls

___Western Screech-OwL – U – P c,d
___Great Horned Owl – U – P c,d
___Snowy Owl – R – X a,m
___Northern Hawk Owl R R R R c,d
___Northern Pygmy-Owl P U U P c,d
___Great Gray Owl P P R P c,d
___Short-eared Owl U U U P a,m,t,
___Northern Saw-whet Owl U F U P c,d
___Barred Owl P R P P c
___Boreal Owl P R P P c,d

Nighthawks

___Common Nighthawk – X – – a,m
Hummingbirds

___Rufous Hummingbird C C C – a,c,d,m
Kingfishers

___Belted Kingfisher U F F R f,m,t,s
Woodpeckers

___Red-breasted Sapsucker P U U – c,d
___Downy Woodpecker R R R P c,d
___Hairy Woodpecker F F F U c,d
___Northern Flicker P R R P a,c,d

Flycatchers

___Olive-sided Flycatcher P U U – c,d
___Western Wood-Pewee X X P – c,d
___Yellow-bellied Flycatcher – – X – c,d
___Alder Flycatcher U F U – c,d,m
___Least Flycatcher – X – – d
___Pacific-slope Flycatcher – R – – c,d
___Hammond's Flycatcher – X – – d

Shrikes

___Northern Shrike – – R – d,m,t
Vireos

___Warbling Vireo – P R – d
Jays, Crows

___Steller's Jay F F F F c,d,u

___Black-billed Magpie U U U F
a,c,d,m,t,

u
___Northwestern Crow C C C C c,d,m,t,u

___Common Raven C C C C
a,c,d,m,t,

u
Swallows

___Tree Swallow C U C – d,f,m,t,u
___Violet-green Swallow C U C – d,f,m,t,u
___Bank Swallow R U R – f,m,t
___Cliff Swallow R R R – f,m,t,u
___Barn Swallow U F U – f,m,t,u

Chickadees
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___Black-capped Chickadee R R R R c,d
___Chestnut-backed Chickadee F F F F c,d,u
___Boreal Chickadee P P – R c,d

Nuthatches

___Red-breasted Nuthatch U U U U c,d,u
Creepers

___Brown Creeper R U R P c,d
Wrens

___Pacific (Winter) Wren C C C R c,d,t
Dippers

___American Dipper F F F U f
Kinglets

___Golden-crowned Kinglet F C F U c,d
___Ruby-crowned Kinglet C C C – c,d

Thrushes

___Townsend's Solitaire P X X – a,c,d
___Gray-cheeked Thrush R U R – a,c,d
___Swainson's Thrush P U U – c,d
___Hermit Thrush C C C – c,d
___American Robin F C F P a,c,d,m,t
___Varied Thrush C C C R c,d

Starlings

___European Starling P P P X d,m,t,u
Pipits

___American Pipit C P C – a,m,t,u
Waxwings

___Bohemian Waxwing P P X X c,d
Warblers

___Tennessee Warbler P P X – d
___Orange-crowned Warbler C C C – c,d
___Yellow Warbler C U C – d
___Magnolia Warbler d
___Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler C C C – d
___Townsend's Warbler U R U – c,d
___Blackpoll Warbler – – X – d
___American Redstart U U U – d
___Northern Waterthrush P U U – d
___MacGillivray's Warbler – – X – d
___Common Yellowthroat U U U – d,m
___Wilson's Warbler C C C – c,d

Sparrows and Allies

___American Tree Sparrow P – R – d,m,t
___Chipping Sparrow P P X – c,d,m
___Brewer's Sparrow  (Timberline) – X X – d
___Savannah Sparrow C F C – d,m,t
___Fox Sparrow C C C P c,d
___Song Sparrow R F U P d,m,t
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___Lincoln's Sparrow C C C – d,m,t
___White-throated Sparrow – – X – d
___White-crowned Sparrow C U C – c,d,u
___Golden-crowned Sparrow C U C – a,c,d,u
___Dark-eyed Junco (Oregon and Slate-
colored) C C C U c,d,m,t,u
___Lapland Longspur R P R – a,t
___Snow Bunting U P R U a,t

Blackbirds

___Red-winged Blackbird U U U – m,t
___Rusty Blackbird U U U – d,m,t
___Common Grackle – – X – d,m,u
___Brown-headed Cowbird – – X – d,m,t,u

Finches

___Gray-crowned Rosy Finch R R R U a,d,u
___Pine Grosbeak F F F F c,d,u
___Red Crossbill F F F F c
___White-winged Crossbill U U U U c

___Common Redpoll F U F F
a,c,d,m,t,

u
___Pine Siskin F F F F c,d,u

210 Species (and counting!)
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Yakutat Birds Checklist 
 

 
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND SYMBOLS 
 

 
SEASONS  

Spring (Sp) – March through May 

Summer (Su) – June and July 

Fall (Fa) – August through November 

Winter (Wi) – December through February  

 
FREQUENCY CLASSIFICATION 

C = Common: occurs in most suitable habitats during appropriate seasons, with certain species at times quite abundant. 

F = Fairly common: occurs in some or most suitable habitats during appropriate seasons, but less abundant and fewer at times. 

U = Uncommon: small numbers in suitable habitats and seasons; occasionally found. 

R = Rare: either in very restricted habitat, or considered to occur most years in very small numbers; difficult to find.  

X =Very Rare: includes Casual and Accidental; not observed most years but may be expected to recur.  

P=Potential : species  expected in range but inadequate surveying has been done, or incomplete records exist 

–  = Not expected in range and not recorded. 

 
HABITAT  

a = alpine, and open areas with little vegetation  

c = mature coniferous forest  

d = deciduous woodlands and shrub – cottonwood, alder and willow, forest gaps with blueberry 

f = freshwater – includes lakes, ponds, rivers and streams. 

m = marshes and wet meadows  

s = saltwater – all inshore and offshore marine waters 

t = tidelands – land subject to regular tidal inundations, includes sand, silt, pebble, and rock 

u=developed areas, feeders  

 
ABOUT THE CHECKLIST 
Information compiled by Gwen Baluss based on the following sources: 
 

 The Birds of Yakutat, Alaska by Brad A. Andres and Brian T. Brown, Region 10 Technical Publication 

141,January2007,United States Forest Service, Alaska Region 

 Robert Armstrong and Richard Gordon. 2001. Birds of Southeast Alaska, an Annotated List from Yakutat Bay South to 

Dixon Entrance.  

 Sauer, J. R., J. E. Hines, and J. Fallon. 2008. The North American Breeding Bird Survey, Results and Analysis 1966 - 2007. 

Version 5.15.2008. USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, MD  

 Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology and National Audubon Society. 2010. eBird: An online database of bird distribution and 

abundance. Avian Knowledge Network. Ithaca, NY. <www.avianknowledge.net>. Data accessed: August 1, 2010  

 National Audubon Society (2010). The Christmas Bird Count Historical Results [Online]. Available 

http://www.christmasbirdcount.org  

 Kissling, M. L, and S. B. Lewis. 2009. Distribution, abundance, and ecology of forest owls in Southeast Alaska. U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, Juneau Field Office, Alaska, and Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Wildlife Conservation, 

Douglas, Alaska. 215pp. 

 Local birdwatchers, volunteers and biologists contributed unpublished observations.  This is a work in progress and the list 

of species, as well as the relative abundance of species, is bound to change over time. Please help by reporting your 

observations.  Questions can be addressed to the author via email:  gwenbaluss@yahoo.com; phone inquiries to Yakutat 

Ranger District 907-784-3359. Input observations directly to ebird: http://ebird.org/ 


