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JOINT PROTOCOL

BETWEEN

NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (NPFMC)
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

and

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES (BOF)
JUNEAU, ALASKA

ON

MANAGEMENT OF FISHERIES
OFF ALASKA

Recognizing that NPFMC has a legal responsibility for reviewing and recommending to the Secretary of
Commerce measures for the conservation and management of the fisheries of the Arctic Ocean, Bering Sea, and
Pacific Ocean seaward of Alaska, with particular emphasis on the consistency of those measures with the -
National Standards of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens

Act); and

Recognizing that the State of Alaska has a legal responsibility for conservation and management of fisheries
within State waters; and further, that the State system centers around BOF policy, regulations, and procedures
which provide for extensive public input; is sufficiently structured to ensure annual revisions; is flexible enough
to accommodate resource and resource utilization emergencies; and is understood and familiar to the users of

North Pacific fisheries resources; and

Recognizing that many of the fish populations in the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
migrate freely between or spend some of the year in both Federal and State waters; and

Recognizing that State and Federal governmental agencies are limited in fiscal resources, and that the optimal
use of these monies for North Pacific fisheries management, research, and enforcement occurs through a clear
definition of agency roles and division of responsibilities.

Therefore, NPFMC and BOF enter into this Joint Protocol to achieve coordinated, compatible, and sustainable
management of fisheries within each organization’s jurisdiction in the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea and

Aleutians.

L Applicable Fisheries

This Joint Protocol applies to all fisheries off Alaska of mutual concern.

1I. Duration of the Agreemen
This agreement shall be reviewed by both NPFMC and the BOF and revised as necessary.

III. NPFMC and BOF shall undertake the following activities:

A. NPFMC and BOF shall jointly agree upon and implement an annual management cycle that provides for
coordinated, compatible, and sustainable fisheries management in State and Federal waters. Management
measures shall be consistent with the national standards of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, with the laws of the
State of Alaska, and with all other applicable laws.
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B. With regard to groundfish, the annual management cycle shall have the following elements:

1. The NPFMC and BOF will endeavor to coordinate their proposal schedules to the greatest extent
practicable.

2. The NPFMC will provide the BOF with the latest stock assessment information shortly after the
NPFMC’s September meeting, noting any special management or conservation concerns with individual
groundfish fisheries. The NPFMC will also review fisheries management proposals that it receives that
could have impacts on State programs and forward such proposals to the BOF for consideration at an
appropriate BOF meeting. The NPFMC will provide all available information concerning such
proposals and will identify particular issues that should be analyzed before taking final action.

3. The BOF at its fall meeting will review groundfish proposals. Those proposals identified as being of
mutual concern to both the BOF and NPFMC, will be forwarded to the NPFMC for consideration at its
December meeting. The BOF will provide any information available concerning the proposals, and will
identify particular issues that should be analysed before taking final action.

4. In December the NPFMC will review stock assessments, set acceptable biological catch and harvest
limits, consider proposals and other information received from the BOF, and task staff with developing
a discussion paper on potential impacts of the proposals if adopted.

5. Final action by the BOF will occur at their next groundfish meeting following the February joint meeting
with the NPFMC. After a BOF final decision, the BOF shall adopt findings explaining the basis for thc
regulation. This provision shall not apply to emergency regulations, however, justification should be’
provided to the NPFMC in a timely manner, not less than ten days after the emergency action.

C. A joint NPFMC-BOF committee, not to exceed three members from each body, will be formed and meet
in January and at other times as necessary to review available analyses, proposals, and any other matters of
mutual concern, and to provide recommendations to the joint NPFMC and BOF.

D. The NPFMC and BOF will meet jointly in Anchorage each February to consider proposals, committee
recommendations, the analysis, and any other issues of mutual concern. All interested persons and agencies
shall have the opportunity to submit comments to the NPFMC and BOF at these meetings on proposals

identified as being of mutual concern, and other matters as appropriate.

E. NPFMC and BOF shall encourage ADF&G and NMFS, in carrying out their responsibilities, to consult
actively with each other, with NPFMC and BOF, and other agencies as appropriate, in order to prevent
duplication of research, management, and enforcement effort and to make optimum use of the resources

available for management of the fisheries.

F. The intent of this protocol is to provide long term cooperative, compatible management systems that
maintain the sustainability of the fisheries resources in State and Federal waters.

Approved:

For the North Pacific Fishery Management Council For the Alaska Board of Fisheries
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