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Population Trend 

Management Level and 
Harvest Level 

Declining 

Low: 6% 

Stable 

Med: 7% 

Increasing 

High: 8% 

Liberal 
Pop: 265,000+ 

Harvest: 16,000+ 

Pop: 230,000+ 

Harvest: 16,000+ 

Pop: 200,000+ 

Harvest: 16,000+ 

Conservative 
Pop: 200,000-265,000 

Harvest: 12,000-16,000 

Pop: 170,000-230,000 

Harvest: 12,000-16,000 

Pop: 150,000-200,000 

Harvest: 12,000-16,000 

Preservative 
Pop: 130,000-200,000 

Harvest: 8,000-12,000 

Pop: 115,000-170,000 

Harvest: 8,000-12,000 

Pop: 100,000-150,000 

Harvest: 8,000-12,000 

Critical 

Keep Bull:Cow ratio 

>40 Bull:100 Cow 

Pop: <130,000 

Harvest: <8,000 

Pop: <115,000 

Harvest: <8,000 

Pop: <100,000 

Harvest: <8,000 
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CALF RECRUITMENT 

ADULT MORTALITY
 

GROWTH STABILITY DECLINE ?
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Appendix 2: Management Recommendations 

Conservative Management (orange) 
• No harvest of calves 
• No nonresident cow harvest 
• Restrict nonresident bull harvest 
• Encourage voluntary reduction in resident cow harvest 
• Limit subsistence harvest of bulls only if <40 bulls:100 cows 

Preservative Management (yellow) 
• No harvest of calves 
• Limit harvest of cows by residents through permit hunts and/or village quotas 
• Limit subsistence harvest of bulls only if <40 bulls:100 cows 
• Harvest restricted to residents only according to State and federal law – closure of 
some federal public lands may be necessary 
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Appendix 2: Management Recommendations 

Conservative Management (orange) 
• No harvest of calves  √ 
• No nonresident cow harvest √ 
• Restrict nonresident bull harvest √ 
• Encourage voluntary reduction in resident cow harvest √ 
• Limit subsistence harvest of bulls only if <40 bulls:100 cows 

Preservative Management (yellow) 
• No harvest of calves  
• Limit harvest of cows by residents through permit hunts and/or village quotas 
• Limit subsistence harvest of bulls only if <40 bulls:100 cows 
• Harvest restricted to residents only according to State and federal law – closure of 
some federal public lands may be necessary 
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Appendix 2: Management Recommendations 

Conservative Management (orange) 
• No harvest of calves  √ 
• No nonresident cow harvest √ 
• Restrict nonresident bull harvest √ 
• Encourage voluntary reduction in resident cow harvest √ 
• Limit subsistence harvest of bulls only if <40 bulls:100 cows 

Preservative Management (yellow) 
• No harvest of calves  √ 
• Limit harvest of cows by residents through permit hunts and/or village quotas 
• Limit subsistence harvest of bulls only if <40 bulls:100 cows 
• Harvest restricted to residents only according to State and federal law – closure of 
some federal public lands may be necessary √ 
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Harvestable Surplus = 4-5% 

6% Harvestable Surplus 



 

   WAH Caribou harvested, 1998-2015
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These pieces of data are a combination of good news and bad news
 

GOOD: 
• There are still a lot of caribou in the WAH 
• The decline appears to have slowed 
• Other biological metrics look good 

BAD: 
• We are getting closer and closer to some critical values: 

• WAHWG preservative management threshold 
• Upper level of the Amount Necessary for Subsistence 
• State Intensive Management population and harvest objectives 
• Harvest, as we understand it, may soon exceed Harvestable Surplus 
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Game Management Unit 23 

c::JGMUBoundary 
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Teshekpuk Caribou Herd 
Seasonal Ranges 
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Teshekpuk Caribou Overview 
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IM Objective 
15,000-28,000 
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• capture mortality (3) 

• other non-predation (7) 

• bear (9) 

• wo lf (6) 

• unknown predator (3) 

• unknown (4) 

28 




• bear (1) 

• wolverine (3) 

• hunting (4) 

• wolf (11) 

• starvation (12) 

• unknown predator (19) 

• unknown cause (24) 
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•	 Survival  for calves 
that wintered in 
the Brooks Range 
was much higher 
than for calves on 
the north slope 

•	 Weight gain for 
calves that 
wintered in the 
Brooks Range was 
10% higher 
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