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DEC Policy Statement 

To conserve, improve, and protect its 
natural resources and environment 
and control water, land, and air 
pollution, in order to enhance the 
health, safety, and welfare of the 
people of the state and their overall 
economic and social well being 
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Division of Water 
• Wastewater Discharge Authorization Program 

C\'/A Sect1or1 401 Cert 1f1cdt1rn1 


- lritecJr·c1ted \\/d',\e f·ldriciciernerlt Perrr11t 


- Storm Water Per·rrnt(s) 


- Domestic Wastewater Disposal Syster11 Approvdl 


• Alaska Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (APDES) 
Program 

Effe<t1vP Or tolwr 11, )()JO. 

State assumes NPDES perrnrttrng autilorrty 

- Implementat,on 

• 	 Compliance Program 
- lnspect,ons 

- Compliance Verrf1cat1011 

- Enforcement 

• 	 Water Quality Standards Program 
- D1v1sion WQ Standards Development 

- Guidance Development 
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Protected Uses and Water Quality Standards 

• Most stringent water quality standard or criteria 
appl ies. 

• All water in the State is protected for all uses of 
that water type ( 18 AAC 70.050), except: 

- Reclass1f1ed Waters listed in 18 AAC 70.230(e). 

- Site Specific Cntena - Department authorized reduction 111 
water quality standard of a protected use category for a 
specific water body. 

- Waters with Site Specific Criteria are listed in 18 AAC 
70.236(b). 

Water Quality Stu.dardt for Dwaaattd u,.. 
(A)W-Sllpply M•yOO!u<ttdSaq,b<lomeuiclUd>«lilyuoit,(NnJ) 
(i) drinlang. aah:wy, abO\.~ a.abn.l cooditiOOI wbt,,, dlt uann.l turbidity it SO 

w 	food proctwag NTtJ0t lttl, aad Olaf 1»1 b.at<t moce ma 10% incttaH: 
in turtti.aity wbm thaa.tw:al turbidity i1 mendwl SO 
}..'TU. not ttt txtffdt OlUWSUOl~llt af lS Nru. 

May oot ex.ffi"d l.5 NTU Ibo\'~ Dlllnlccoditicot. fot 
a.11 1* v.·attn. may 11ot C'Xl:ffit .5 NTU Qeve u.tural 

coaditi.ans. 

May not ct\lSCck~t.11 df'tffl; OQ t.\U.N:i\btd .....,,. 


Iv trt.atmeot k.vels. 
Ml)' oot o.ett4 S~'TU abo,~ oanxa.l COll4itiMs wbr1J 
dlt oatu:1111 twtJi.diry lS ,0 N11J QI' 15s. md fUJ Dot 
haYe mott thaA 10'- iocn.ue iD natbidlty \\ix::D 1hc 
mun.I Nt:bidity i.~iDOtt. t1au SO NTU?uoc to a.cit«a 
muimum. UJ.Ctta,t of15 Nn;, M&y llot actt:d .5 NltJ 
abo\'t utvalNrbid" for aD lab wattn. 

(B) WmfReattrioa. 	 May aot acttd 10 NTU dm-e aat'lnl cooditiCIIU ,-1&,ca 
(i)~~ticm 	mbn1Nmidityis50 ~"'1Umlt:t1.,lltdmay-cotb\'t: 

more than 20% im:rsse in turbidity whea. the oatw"al 
hU'bidi1y i, gm.tu 1b.ao so ~"1ll. l'J.01. to o:ettd.. 
11>UJ:W1JD Ult:ttaW ofJS Nru. Ferall I.an waren.. 
n11bi.di llDt ncud S NnJabo\.-e mmn.1 tw1ridi 
Simo•(l2XAXm). 
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• e 1ne 1n Water ua 1ty 
Standard Regs 18 AAC 
70.990(38). 

• 	 Are part of most permitted 
discharges to surface water. 

• 	 Required to be as "small as 
Practicable" 70.240(k) 

• 	 Can apply to both domestic and 
industrial discharges. 

• 	 May not preclude or limit 
existing uses of the water body. 

• 	 Not authorized in a spawning 
area for anadromous salmon 
and other specified fish 
resources. 

DF.l'ART:\ItX]· OF 
):',"\'U(Olli)u;:/\'TAJ. C0XS£lt1"AT!O/\" 

illPU.:vn,TATJ()~ Gtll>AS<..T: 
J&04lllllnczo~r R.l:CL-U.r10xn,'1Slo~s 
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Example Water Monitoring Required in 
ADEC Large Mine Permit 

• 	Groundwater and surface water monitoring to 
ensure that facility is operating as no-discharge 
(chemical and physical) 

+ 	Process water monitoring 
• Tailings solids monitoring 
• 	 Waste rock monitoring 
• 	 Biological monitoring 
• 	 Upstream and downstream water monitoring 

ADEC Integrated Waste Management Permit 

•· 	 Integrates 
- 18 AAC 60 - Solid Waste Management 
- 18 AAC 70 - Water Quality Standards 

- 18 AAC 72 - Wastewater Disposal 


•. 	 Typical Wastes Managed 
- Tailings 
- Waste Rock 
- Garbage/Sewage sludge 

,.. Potential Contaminants Controlled 
- Acid Rock Drainage/Metals Leaching 

- Process Chemicals 


• 	 Primary Focus of Protection 
- Surface Water 

- Groundwater 
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Integrated Waste Management Permit 

• 	 Reviews applications 
- Plan of Operations 

- Monitoring Plan 

- Baseline Data Collection Plan 

- Reclamation and Closure Plan 

- Financial Assurance (bonding) 

- Wastewater Plan Reviews 

- Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 

- Waste Characterization and Handling Plan 

- Design and Construction Documents 

- Hydrology, Geochemistry Analysis, Mass Load 
Modeling, etc. 

I' 

Alaska 
Storm Water Guide-

,,,.,.......-"'----~--...-- -
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ADEC Role in the Large Mine 

Permitting 


• 	 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process 
as applicable; 

• 	 Conducts public meetings and public hearings; 
• 	 Reviews baseline data collection plans; 
• 	 Inter-agency review of mine planning documents 

such as: 
- Monitoring Plan 
- Reclamation and Closure Plan 

- Plan of Operations 


• 	 Issues environmental permits for large mines; 
• 	Approves in financial responsibility/financial 

assurance evaluations. 

Contact Information 

• 	 Div1s1on of Water, Wastewater Discharge Program 
S11cirr 11<Y1 St ,1 r11 t1,rncJh, \Yat er Qu,i l, ty Prograrns, 90/ 2G9 /SG5 

St1aron r-1orqar1 , APDES Pr·oqram, 907 465 SS30 

Nerney Sonafran k , Water Quality StancJarcls, 907 45 1 2126 

-	 \Vrllra m Ashton, P.E., Storrn Wa ter, 90/ 269 -6283 

Clms Foley, Comptra nce Program , 907 4 6 5 - 5257 

Allan Nakar11s il1, PE. , Mrn rng & Engrneerrng , 90 7 269 4028 

• 	 Division of Environmental Health 
- Solid \'/a,tc - Bob Blankenburg, P.E., Progr·am Manager, 907 269 - 758 1 

Drrnk,ng Water - James \'/ erse, Program Manager, 907 269 - 7647 

- Food Safety and San,tat,on - Ron Klc,n, Program Manager, 907 269 -7501 

• 	 Division of Air Quality 
-	 Ar r Permits Program - John Kuterbach, Program Manager, 907 465 5 103 
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