










North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council – Board of Fisheries 

Issue Update 

Board of Fisheries Worksession  
October, 2011 

 
Presented by ADF&G Extended Jurisdiction staff: 

Stefanie Moreland & Karla Bush 

R
C
 16 



Presentation Outline 
 Board proposals that may be of interest to the Council 
 Chum salmon bycatch in BSAI pollock fisheries 

 Initial Review in June 2011 
 Chinook salmon bycatch in GOA pollock fisheries 

 Final action in June 2011 – implementation targeted for mid-year 2012 
 Salmon FMP update 

 Final action scheduled for December 2011 
 GOA Tanner crab protection measures 

 Final action taken October 2010 – rulemaking pending 
 Bering Sea Tanner Rebuilding 

 Preliminary review February 2012 (T) 
 Halibut bycatch caps in the GOA 

 Initial review scheduled for February 2012 (T) 
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  Alaska Board of  Fisheries  
 

Agenda Change Requests: to be considered and scheduled at the BOF worksession 
October 4-5, 2011, Anchorage 
 
 ACR 6 - Amend the maximum allowable harvest in Norton Sound red king crab fishery to align 

with revised harvest rates based on recent population model. 
 ACR 9 - Increase total allowable catch in the Aleutian Islands golden king crab fishery due to lack 

of  adoption of  new stock assessment model by crab plan team. 
 
Pacific cod for Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, Kodiak, Chignik, and South Alaska 
Peninsula Areas 
October 6 – 10, 2011, Anchorage 
 
 Reviewed proposals that intersected with federal Pacific cod fisheries management.   
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Alaska Board of  Fisheries  
Southeast and Yakutat Finfish 
February 24 – March 4, 2012, Ketchikan 
 
Rockfish 
212 Increase the sport allocation of  demersal shelf  rockfish to 25 percent. 
 
Statewide Dungeness crab, shrimp, & miscellaneous shellfish 
March 20 – 23, 2012, Anchorage 
 
Statewide scallop 
350 Allow scallop harvest from multiple registration areas when an observer is aboard. 
Prince William Sound scallop 
351 Establish new management district subsections for scallop in PWS (ADF&G). 
Westward scallop 
352 Open specified waters currently closed in Registration Area M to scallop fishing.  
353 Open specified waters currently closed in Registration Area M to scallop fishing. 
354 Amend regulatory description for Registration Area J in description of  the area, fishing 

seasons and closed waters (ADF&G). 
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Salmon Bycatch in the Pollock 
Fisheries 
 Pollock fisheries catch salmon as 

bycatch (primarily Chinook and 
chum). 

 Bycatch, by law, is counted but 
cannot be retained or sold. 

 BSAI salmon bycatch is 
counted (full census) 
salmon. 

 GOA salmon bycatch is 
estimated from observed 
trips. 

 Some salmon is donated to 
food banks. 



BSAI Salmon Bycatch Trends 
BSAI pollock fishery:  
Offshore catcher processors, inshore catcher vessels, motherships, & CDQ vessels 

 



 Stock of origin genetics only in aggregate for WAK rivers. 
 
 
 

From Guyon et al. 2010 

Chum Salmon Bycatch in the BSAI 
Pollock Trawl Fishery 



What Do We Know About BSAI Chum 
Salmon Bycatch? 
 Higher proportion of Western Alaska chum salmon in the 

bycatch during June/July. 
 Higher proportions of Asian hatchery chum salmon later in the 

season. 
 Analysis estimated impact of bycatch on adult equivalents (AEQ) 

returning to river groupings. 
 Average impact rates 2005-2009: 

Coastal West Alaska  0.6% (0.1% - 1.5%) 
Upper Yukon  1.2% (0.2% - 2.7%) 
Combined WAK   0.7% (0.1% - 1.5%) 
Southwest Alaska  0.4% (0.1% - 1.0%) 

 Working to improve bycatch sampling and genetic baselines to 
better understand impacts. 
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 Chum salmon bycatch 
management measures: 
 Hard Caps (50,000 – 353,000 

chum salmon) 
 Triggered Time and Area 

Closures 
 Rolling Hotspot Program 

(RHS) 

 Next analysis: 

 Additional option for a 
June/July hard cap. 

Chum Salmon Bycatch in the BSAI Pollock  
Trawl Fishery 
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Chinook Salmon Bycatch in the GOA 
Pollock Trawl Fishery 
Final Action in June 2011 
  Prohibited Species Cap (PSC): 25,000 Chinook salmon  
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Chinook Salmon Bycatch in the GOA 
Pollock Trawl Fishery 

Final Action in June 2011 
Prohibited Species Cap (PSC): 

25,000 Chinook salmon  
 Western GOA:  

18,316 Chinook salmon 
 Central GOA:   

6,684 Chinook salmon 
Observer coverage for 

<60’ vessels (30%) 
 Full retention 
 Implementation anticipated 

in mid-2012 
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Salmon FMP update 
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Salmon FMP update 
 Final Action Scheduled for December 2011 

 Preliminary Preferred Alternative 
 Closely reflect status-quo 
 Removes three traditional commercial salmon net fisheries, allowing for 

current state management. 
 PWS  
 Cook Inlet 
 Alaska Peninsula 

Closes remaining federal waters in the west to commercial salmon fishing. 
Removes the sport fishery in the west. 
Retains SE Alaska commercial salmon troll fishery and SE Alaska sport fishery 

that occur in federal waters under deferred management authority. 
 For SE Alaska, updates the FMP to fully comply with current MSA provisions 

and other federal requirements.  
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GOA Tanner Crab Bycatch 
 Three area closures 
Marmot Bay 
Chiniak Gully 
ADF&G 

statistical area 
525702 
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Bering Sea Tanner Crab Rebuilding 
 Declared overfished in 2010. 
 Rebuilding plan must be 

implemented prior to 2012/13 
fishing season. 
 Tanner crab model is under 

development. 
 Rebuilding alternatives may 

impact the directed Tanner and 
snow crab fisheries. 

 Board/Council coordination 
anticipated. 
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Halibut Bycatch Caps in GOA 
 Initial review tentatively scheduled for February 2012. 
 Groundfish FMP amendment to change how PSC limits are 

established. 
 Alternatives include 5%, 10%, or 15% reduction in halibut PSC 

limits for trawl and longline groundfish fisheries. 
 Current PSC limits are 2,000 mt for trawl (1989) and 300 mt for 

longline (1995). 
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 October newsletter with revised 3-meeting outlook attached will 
be online next week: www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/  

 Upon request, more in-depth presentations from Council staff 
can be provided. 

 
 

More?  
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Questions? 
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Stock of Origin for GOA Chinook 
 Very limited information 
 Sampling underway 
 Preliminary information from CWT 

 hatchery runs from PNW, Canada, AK 

 Recovery studies around Kodiak in 1990s 
 Hatchery produced Chinook 16-34% of commercial salmon 

catch (mostly BC) 
 Also PNW salmon 
 Low incidence of Cook Inlet Chinook 
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