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United Cook Inlet Drift Association

43961 X-Beach Road, Suite E » Soldotna, Alaska 99669 .(907) 260-9436 . fax (907) 260-9438 .
ucida@acsalaska.net

Date: June 17, 2008

Addressee: Mel Morris
Chairman, Board of Fisheries

RE: Emergency Petition

Dear Mel,

Please accept this Emergency Petition concerning two unexpected outcomes when
the 200 fathom, double permit proposal was passed at our last Board of Fish
hearing.

Sincerely,

@»DL &,ywk Moaa

Roland Maw, PhDD
UCIDA Executive Director

ams

RECEIVED TIME JUN. 17, 11:35AM
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EMERGENCY PETITION

5 AAC 96.625. JOINT BOARD PETITION POLICY

(a) Under AS 44.62.220, an interested person may petition an agency, including the Boards of
Fisheries and Game, for the adoption, amendment, or repeal of a regulation. The petition must
clearly and concisely state the substance or nature of the regulation, amendment, or repeal
requested, the reason for the request, and must reference the agency’s authority to take the

requested action.

Regarding; 5 AAC 21.333 REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR USE OF 200 FATHOMS OF
DRIFT GILLNET IN THE COOK INLET AREA

and

PROPOSAL 107 — 5 AAC 21.331. Gillnet Specifications and Operations

When Proposal 107 (use of 200 fathoms with two permits) was prepared, presented and passed by the
Board of Fish, there was an unintended legal outcome.

The unintended legal outcome involves the legal application and enforcement of {(e) (1), the 200
fathoms in Kasilof and Kenai sections of the Central District.

" The 200 fathoms of drift gillnet were intended to be used in the Kenai and Kasilof sections during
normal Inlet-wide area openings that include these two sections,

The 200 fathoms of drift gillnet were not intended to be used when the drift fishery are restricted to
the Kenai and Kasilof sections only.

The way the proposal and current regulations are formulated, it is always illegal to use 200 fathoms of
drift gillnet gear in the Kenai and Kasilof sections, even during normal district-wide openings.

We ask the Board of Fish to adopt the following amendments to 5 AAC 21.333 {e) and add a new
section (f)

(e} The joint operation of drift gillnet gear under this not allowed in any other area, or during any time,
when a single CFEC permit holder is restricted to operating less than 150 fathoms of drift gillnet gear
[AND IN THE] or when the drift gillnet area open is restricted to any of the following areas:

1) Kasilof and/or Kenai sections of the Central Districts;
2) Kasilof terminal fishery described in 5 AAC 21.365 (f);
3) Closed areas described in 5 AAC 21.350;

4) Chinitna Bay Subdistrict of the Central District.

{f} While fishing in any fishery when the gear is restricted to less than 200 fathoms of gear, the
remaining gear may remain on the reel or vessel as long as this gear in physically separated from the

gear being fished.

Rationale: The way Public Safety plans on enforcing this current regulation is to cite anyone that
uses 200 fathoms of drift gillnet gear anytime these nets enter any portion of the Kasilof and Kenai
sections regardiess of the type of opening.

Public Safety also plans on citing anyone that has 200 fathoms of gear on the vessel while fishing
during any of the four listed restricted gear fishing periods.
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PROPOSAL 107 - 5 AAC. 21,334 Gillnet specifications and operaﬁ:_ons,.‘ AlIoWup
fathoms of drift gillnet gear and allow joint ventures with conciitrent fishing _from one Vesskl ]

~ permit as follows:~ S

Add new Regﬁléto@ Section 5 AAC 21331, Require_ment's':- and Speciﬁcatiohs “for TUse c.>f720,0’

v

- ISSUL;: ’_I:‘hé.-limﬂwof 150 fathoms of drift gillnet gear on driftgillnet vessels during times of low -

.. Fathoms of Drift Gillnet in _Cc')ok Inl‘ef.

© . (a) Except.if the.s ecial haivest areas s eciﬁé'd in. (e} of this section, two (So’bk_lhl%t_’:
drift pillnet CEEC permit holders may concarrently fish from the same yessel and

fointly operate up to 200 fathoms of drift gilinet cear under this section.

e M) Before operating drift gillnet gear joinfly ander this section, both p'e'rh_]it holders

. shall register with. the.department. o S . o )
* (¢) When two Cook Indet drift gillnet CFEC. pexmit holders fish from the same vessel |
- -+ andjointly operste a drift gillnet.gear under this section, the vessel. must display its
. ADF&G; permanent license platnumber followed by the letter-“D> to idenfify. the .
vessel as-a dual permit vessel, The letter “D” must be removed or covered when the
vessel is operating with. only one. drift giflnet CFEC pérmit holder on board the
vessel. The-identification number and.the lotters must be displayed. n
(1) in letters and numerals 12 inches high with lines ut least one inch
] ' wide; o :
- . (2)-in_a color that contrasts with the background
(3) onbothsides ofithe hullyand - . : -
(4) in'a manner that is plainly visible &t all fimes wheu the vessel is
- being operited. T L
(d) When two: permit holders. foinily- operate ge'a"ri_ under ‘this. se.é—tion, each permit -
. holder is responsible for ensuring that the entire unit of gear is operated in a lawful
_. mammer. = - o
(e)- ’I‘f_hg;-.i.(;'i-_'x_l-tsop'éﬂationiqf.,_d_rift gillnet gear under this.not allowed. in any other: area, .or .
i during:ahy time, when a single' CFEC permit_holder is Testricted. to gperating less

1

\ than 15 thoms-of drift-gillnet pear and in the | o
7 5(1) Kasilof and Kenai _sectio-ﬁs.-,bf.fhe Central Distries;

\o-~(3) Closed: s.deserihedin 5:ANC 21,350

B ~2). Kasilofiterniinal fishery deseribed in.5 AAC 21.365.(1);. .
B N(4) Chinitna Bf;ii.vfs?ﬁb-disiﬁ'c'.ofﬁtﬁg;cénii;éis,bistr:ictﬁ

salmon runs'and low: salman prices. The difficulty of hifing qualified crew during times of low .
‘salmorrreturns and prices. The percent of gross revenue.that is.required to operate a drift gillnet

vessel. The-continued decline of local.ownership of drift gillnet:permits,

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE?. - The Sontinued. difficulty of hiring
qualified ‘crew resilting in ahigher chance of accidents and insurance premiums, Continued

 difficulty of achieving a reasonable profit from diift gillnetting in Cook Ilet. Continued 1éssés

of local pwnerstiip and use of drift gillnet permits.

“WILL ‘THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS

PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? Yes, Reducing -operational costs will provide profits that

- “couldhe sed to improve the quality, of barvesting saltmon. Redueing thée total amonnt. of ‘gear
-and vessels used-in harvesting will reduce: crowding and provide harvesters the option to ‘harvest

WIIO IS BIKELY TO BENEFIT'? Tiioge

drift gillnet fishetmen who wish fo_fémain in-tiic

, fishery as dn-dctive partticipant and still realize o profit.”

’ PRI %0
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