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CAMF Comments on Proposal 197

This proposal by the Nelson Lagoon Advisory Committee was intended to address
their concern for pass-through of sockeye salmon, a concern that has been
addressed through agreement of the parties and board action. In Committee B,
the discussion of this proposal did not focus on sockeye but centered on chinook
salmon, in particular the run to the Meshik River.

Escapements of chinook into the Meshik River have not been affected by allowing
fishing for sockeye in the Outer Port Heiden (OPH) section. During the years,
1996-2006, chinook escapements into the Meshik ranged from 800 — 13,700 fish.!
During the years 2007-2011, chinook escapements ranged from 1,010 - 11,020.

The observed escapement of chinook into the Meshik in 2012 was 41 fish.> The
department reported that due to survey conditions and timing, this escapement
observation likely did not reflect the total escapement.3

By regulation, the OPH section cannot open until June 20. In 2012, the OPH
section did not open to fishing until June 28, near the end of the chinook run.

In 2012, the fleet made 601 landings in the OPH section.” The total number of
chinook landed in the OPH section in 2012 was 292 — approximately one half fish
per landing. The 2012 sockeye harvest in the OPH section was 268,226 fish —an
average of 446 fish per landing.

CAMF believes there is no justification or need to shallow our nets due to
concerns for chinook salmon, especially on the basis of an incomplete and
inconclusive survey of Meshik River escapement in 2012.

! Fishery Management Report No. 12-51, “North Alaska Peninsula Commercial Salmon Annual Management
Report, 2012” (Wilburn and Murphy, 2012), at 27-28 (Table 3, pp. 5-6).

2 d.

? Id. ats.

* Id. at 92 (Table 29).
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Appendix A2.—Page 16 of 22,

Stream Species
Date . Visi- , .
Location ... Chinook Sockeye Coho  Pink  Chum Observer Remarks
Observer bility
Bear River, Branches and Lake, 315-1102
2012-07-28 Stream G 0 900 0 0 0 Distance survey ed: confluence of Mad Sow to weir.
Dawn Wilburn Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0
Bay - 0 0 0 0 0
2012-07-30 Stream G 0 900 0 0 0 DISTANCE SURVEYED: confluence of Mad Sow to weir.
Dawn Wilburn Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0
Bay - 0 0 0 0 0
2012-08-09 Stream G 0 1,800 0 0 0 Distance surveyed: Weir to confluence of Mad Sow.
Dawn Wilburn Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0
Bay - 0 0 0 0 0
2012-08-10 Stream G 0 1,800 0 0 0 Distance surveyed: weir to Mad Sow.
Bob Murphy Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0
Bay - 0 0 0 0 0
— 2012-08-12 Stream G 0 900 0 0 0 Distance surveyed: Weir downstream to confluence of Mad Sow.
(\S] Bob Murphy Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0
~ . Bay - 0 0 0 0 0
; Le R 2012-08-16 Stream G %.uoo 0 0 1,000 STREAM DISTRIBUTION: Stream C (Ridgerunner)-500 kings and
\,\ 6 ‘V\ Dawn Wilburn, Bob Murphy Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0 1,000 chums. Stream A - From confluence of the Mad Sow to weir
NV\»L\W Bay - 0 0 0 0 0 2300 sockeye. Fish appear to be holding in river and not travelling
2012-08-24 Stream G 0 4,100 0 0 0 Distance surveyed: Mad sow to weir.
Dawn Wilburn Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0
Bay - 0 0 0 0 0
2012-09-08 Stream - 0 3,000 400 0 0
Bob Murphy Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0 DISTRIBUTION: 3,000 Sockeye from Mad Sow to weir site. 400
Bay - 0 1} 0 1} 1} coho in Ridgerunner Cr.
River and Lake, 315-1201
T L < 2012-08-12 Stream G amoo 0 0 0 Distance surveyed: Above Fish and Game cabin to below Sandy River
) Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0 Lodge. 3,500 sockeye spawning in river.
*\&\ Bay - 0 0 0 0 0
\_V? 2012-09-08 Stream P 0 0 500 0 0 Very murky water.
Bob Murphy Mouth - 0 0 0 0 0
Bay - 0 0 0 0 0

-continued-
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