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1989-90 TRAPPER QUESTIONNAIRE STATEWIDE REPORT 

The geographic coverage of the trapper questionnaire program is 
expanding. Eventually we hope to cover the entire state. This 
report covers most of southcentral and interior Alaska. 

We sent out 648 questionnaires and received 242 responses giving 
us a 37% response rate overall. Although the number of 
questionnaires sent out the previous year was less (589), the 
overall rate of response was the same, 37%. 

This represents a small sample of those who trap in Alaska. 
According to data from our licensing section, there were 22,747 
residents licensed to trap during calendar year 1989. Of these, 
9,173 people purchased the regular $10.00 trapping license, the 
rest were eligible to trap because they purchased the $.25 low 
income license. In 1990, there were 20,948 residents licensed to 
trap. Of these, 8,362 bought the $10.00 license. The number of 
licensed trappers who actually trapped is not known 

Some areas did better than others in responding to the 
questionnaire, however. The best response (64%) came from 
trappers in the Kodiak Archipelago (Kodiak Island group). Second 
place goes to the trappers on the Alaska Peninsula with a 48% 
response. Third place goes to the trappers in the Copper River 
and Upper Susitna River basins with a 42% response. Two trapper 
groups, the lower Tanana River basin and the general interior 
group tied for fourth place with a response (37%) equal to the 
overall average response. The response was less than 37% from 
the remaining geographic areas covered by this report. No 
reminder letters were sent. 

I'm sure that all of you who responded to trapper questionnaires 
in past years recognized that we made changes in the format of 
the questionnaire and the questions that were asked. These 
changes were made to enable us to improve on the documentation of 
factors affecting the levels of harvest of furbearers and to make 
better comparisons from year to year on the status and trends in 
furbearer populations as seen from your perspective. 

This report summarizes the results of responding trappers. All 
trappers did not respond to all of the questions or fill in all 
the appropriate spaces in the abundance/trend table. Therefore, 
percentages given are based on the number of trappers who 
responded to each question. 

The report summarizes the responses to the questions asked of all 
trappers sent questionnaires. Responses to questions asked by 
your local area biologist are not included in this report. In 
addition, trapper's perceptions of the relative abundance and 
trends in furbearer populations by geographic areas are 
summarized. Finally, your comments from the questionnaires are 
included as well. 



The comments are presented with minimum editing. By this I mean 
the comments include what you said with two basic exceptions. 
The exceptions result when (1) we can't read your handwriting or 
(2) you include information that identifies specific individuals 
or locations that could violate someone's privacy or reveal 
exactly where they trap. 

As I did the previous year, I have added editorial comments in 
response to questions asked. Several responding trappers said 
that they liked this addition to the report. 

A PROFILE OF SOUTHCENTRAL AND INTERIOR TRAPPERS 

It's possible to build a partial profile of trappers who returned 
questionnaires based on their responses to the statewide 
questions. A summary of the responses is presented for each 
question in the order in which they were asked on the 
questionnaire. 

Did you trap in 1989-90? 

Of the trappers responding to the questionnaire, 76% said they 
trapped this season. That means nearly 25% chose not to trap 
even though they have trapped in the past. Low fur prices for 
many species of furbearers seems to have affected the decision by 
some trappers not to trap this season. If we assume about 8,500 
people bought licenses intending to trap (an arbitrary number 
about half way between the number of regular licenses bought in 
1989 and the number bought in 1990) and we assume that the 
trappers who responded to this question are representative of 
trappers statewide, then there could have been about 6,400 
residents actively trapping this season. 

How many totallyears trapping experience do you have? 

The mean number of years of experience of the 177 Alaskan 
trappers responding was 21 years. The range was 1 year to 65 
years. Nearly 45% of the respondents had 1 to 5 years of 
experience. The percent of trappers who responded to this 
question who had more than 5 years of experience was: 

6 to 10 years: 16% 11 to 15 years: 16% 
16 to 20 years: 20% 21to 30 years: 23% 
31 to 40 years: 10% 41 to 50 years: 4% 
51 to 60 years: 2% > 60 years: 1% 



How many years have you trapped in Alaska? 

The mean number of years of trapping experience in Alaska by the 
180 trappers responding was 17.2 years. The range was 1 year to 
65 years. Nearly 48% of the respondents had 1 to 5 years 
experience trapping in Alaska. The percent of trappers who 
responded to this question who had more than 5 years of Alaskan 
trapping experience was: 

6 to 10 years: 23% 11 to 15 years: 17% 
16 to 20 years: 20% 21 to 30 years: 12% 
31 to 40 years: 5% 41 to 50 years: 4% 
51 to 60 years: 1% > 60 years: 1% 

What transportation did you use to get to your main trapping 
area? 

For some reason, this question was confusing to some trappers and 
others (29% of those who returned questionnaires) didn't want to 
answer it. The intent of asking this question was to get some 
idea of how trappers get to their trapping areas. 

For example, we might expect many (but not all) trappers who live 
on a road system to use a pickup truck to haul a snowmachine (or 
boat in coastal areas) to a place at or near the beginning of 
their trapping area. At this point they would switch to the 
snowmachine or boat to run the line. Someone in a village 
lacking a major road might leave from their house by snowmachine 
or boat to get to their trapping area and then continue using the 
same vehicle to run the line. 

As you can see from Figure 1, given the way trappers interpreted 
the question, most trappers who answered this question used 
snowmachines (38%) to get to their traplines. Next most popular 
was a highway vehicle (30%) followed by use of an airplane (17%). 

What transportation did you use to run your trapline? 

Although the intent of this question should have been clearer, 
there were some trappers who found it difficult to pick a single 
answer, instead they circled more than one of the choices. As 
with the previous question, 29% of those who returned 
questionnaires did not answer this question. 

Figu.re 2 shows- that within the geographic area covered by the 
questionnaire, snowmachines are most often used to run traplines. 
As the geographic area covered by the questionnaire expands to 
include more areas lacking good winter snow cover, we can expect 
some shift in the proportion of trappers using any one of the 
forms of transportation listed. 



TRANSPORTATION TO TRAPLINE AREA 
100 1 

AIRPLANE DOGTEAM SKIISiSNOWSHOES 3-4 WHEELER 
BOAT HIGHWAY VEHICLE SNOWMACHINE 

FORMS OF TRANSPORTATION 

TRANSPORTATION USED ON TRAPLINE 
100 1 

AIRPLANE DOGTEAM SKIIS/SNOWSHOES 3-4 WHEELER 
BOAT HIGHWAY VEHICLE SNOWMACHINE 

FORMS OF TRANSPORTATION 



Thara vU0 175 trapparm who rampondod t o  t h i m  quamtion. Tha maan 
langth of l ina  wam 51.2 milam (maan = tha sum of a l l  traplina 
milaa dividod by tha numbar of trapparm ramponding). These 
trappar. togmtllar, ran naarly 9,000 milam of lina. can you image 
what t h m  figura would ba i f  wm had information from a l l  the 
activa trappars in Alaska? 

Tha two moat frequently mantioned lmngthm warm 15 milas and 2 0  
milma. Anothar way of evaluating tha anmwar t o  thim quastion is 
t o  datermina tha median valua, tha t  i m  tha traplina length whare 
501 of tha traplina lengths are shortar and 50% arm longar. That 
valua i m  40 miles. Figure 3 showm tha number of trappers who 
raported having a trapline of a langth tha t  fa11 within one of 
tha 16 categories shown. 

HOW many yaarm hava you boon trapping t h u a ?  

In thim quastion the I8theran rafarm t o  tho arma trapped in 
1989-90. Tha mean length of tima t r a p ~ r m  had trappad the  same 
aroa am thay did in  1989-90 wam 13 yaarm for tha 177 trappers 
responding t o  t h i s  question. Tha M i a n  valuo (501 of answar 
lama, 501 mora) was 10 yaarm. Thama numbarm ra f lac t ,  I think, 
tha kind of investment in  tima tha t  trapparm maka i n  amtablishing 
and maintaining tha i r  traplinmm. Figura 4 mhowm tha frequancy 
distribution of the answars t o  thim quastion i n  incramantm of 5 
years. 

Tha approrimta nunbar of ratm I avaragad on my l i n o  thim amason 
wam t 

Somawhat fawmr trapparm (160) anmwarad thim quamtion than 
answared tha othmr questionm. Parhapm mom. trapporm don't keep 
track of tha numbmr of setm thay maka or  thay havo soma reason 
for  not wanting t o  anawor thim quamtion. The a~worm t o  this 
quastion along with anmwarm t o  tha quamtion on whothor o r  not you 
trappad and tha quamtion on langth of t rapl ino pravido an index 
t o  tha amount of a f fo r t  axpandad i n  trapping. By comparing tha 
information batwaan years, which wa can do i n  futuro years, we 
can gat  mom0 idaa i f  trappars arm incraaming o r  dacraaming the i r  
mffort t o  catch fur. 

Thm fraquoncy distribution of anmwarm t o  t h i m  quamtion are shown 
i n  figuro 5. Tha median valua fa11 i n  c a t q o r y  3, which means 
tha t  half tha trappers rasponding umod batman 35 and 50 s a t s  or  
1asm and half the  trappers responding usod moro sots. 

I f  fur  pricas improve ovar tho nurt  fow yaars, it w i l l  be 
intermsting t o  sea which, i f  any, of t he  thrao indmx values 
incraaso: tha percent of trappors trapping, tho longth of l ine  
trappod or  thm number of s a t s  mado. 
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LENGTHS OF ALASKAN TRAPUNES 

NUMBER OF YEARS SAME AREA TRAPPED 

@I--- 

0-5.5 10.5-15.5 20.5.25.1 30.S36.8 40.54.5 a50 
55-11; 5 15.5-20.5 25.5.30.1 35.540.5 45.5-50.5 

NUMBER OF YEARS 



NUMBER OF SETS USED 

51-100 101-200 201-300 

NUMBER OF SETS 



Thia quaation waa included to halp ua intarpret tha threa index 
quaatio~ diacuaaed above. Mora trapp8ra (199) reapondad to this 
quaation than raapondad to tha othar quaationa, Of thoma 
roaponding, 83a said yes, that conditiona during tha wintar of 
1989-90 affactad thair trapping affort, Conmanta axplaining what 
kind of condition. affacted trapping affort hava bean 
incorporated into tha comm.nt saction of thia raport, 

ABUNDANCES AND TRENDS OF puBBEBBER POgLfrBTIONS 

Tha following summary of tha ralativa abundances and trends in 
tha populations of furbearer spociaa in south cantral and 
intarior Alaska are drawn from tha information provided by 
trappars who took the tima to fill out all or portion. of the fur 
abundanca tabla included in tha trappor quaationnaira. Thare are 
many variablaa that can influanca tha way trappara dacida if tha 
evidanca along thair traplina indicataa that a apaciaa is scarce, 
common or abundant. Similarly, thaaa aama variablaa can affact a 
judg-ant aa to whether or not tha number of animal. arm fawar, 
tha aama or mora this saason than thay warm laat aaaaon. 

Unuaually cold or warm teqmraturaa, amount of anow, tha amount 
of traplina activaly uad, tha expariurca of tha trappar along 
with actual changaa in tha nmbora of animals ara among tha 
variablas affacting a trapporoa porcaption of tha abundanca of 
and tranda in furboarar populationm on tha .trapp.roa limo 

In spit. of tha difficultiaa thaaa variablaa praaant in 
intarprating how wall or poorly furbaarar populationa may ba 
doing, tha fact ramains that trappora spand mora tima on tha 
ground making obsarvationa than moat of tha biologists 
rasponsibla for managing tha raaourcaa. On tha othar hand, most 
biologiata gat a chanca to gathar information ovar larga 
gaographic araaa whila daing aarial su-ya, talking to many 
trappara or by raviawing tha information from trappar 
quaationnairaa. By working togathar and pooling information both 
wildlifa biologiata and trappara can gain a battar undaratanding 
of tha atat- of furbaarar populationa throughout tha stat.. 

Tha following summary ia praaantd in two diffarant waya. Tables 
1 .  and 2 prwida an ovarall s ~ r y  by s w i m  and for 9 
gaographia araaa of southcantral and intarior Alaah. In 
addition, thara is a briaf writtan summary for aach spaciaa. 

Tha tabla. contain both a numbar and a latter in aach block. Tha 
numbar is a numerical indax and tha lattar raprasanta a broad 
category raprasenting a ranga of indax valuaa. If you arm 
cornfortabla with numbers, tha indax valuaa provida a somawhat 
finar indication of abundanca or trand than doaa tha lettor 
daaignation. Both indicator. hava limitations and ara basad on 
aaaumptiona that may not ba trua. Wa naed to do additional 
raaaarch to improve on tha valua of thaaa indicaa.. 



Tna ralativa abundanca numrical inda prasurtd in ~abla 1 is 
basad upon work dona on snow8hoa bras in Albarta, Canada by 
Lloyd mith and his studant Christophar Brand. Thay comparad tha 
ramul- of ramponsam to a trapprr quastionnaira with amtimatam of 
snovmhom hara dansitiam and found thara was a good ralationship 
batwaon thama two maasuram. 

Basad on this work, thay davalopad an indax for tha responses 
racaivad from trapparm on tha quastionnaira. Tha indax asmigns 
numerical valuem to tha responsas of scarca, common or abundant 
that trapparm mark on thair quastionnaires. Tha index ranges 
from 0 to 100%. Index values of 0 through 19t war. intaqreted 
as indicating hares wera scarca, valuas from 10 through 50% am 
indicating hares at intermediata lavols (-common), and values 
graatar than 50% indicating haras war. abundant. 

Wa do not know if tha sama rangas of parcantages ara appropriate 
for Alaskan snowshoa harem, lat alona othar speciecr. Testing 
such a ralationship in Alaska romains to be dona. Howaver, the 
indur providas a way to compara tha trappar quaationnaira results 
from diffarant aream of tha stat.. 

Tha ralativa trend numerical indax usad in ~abla 3 to show if 
trappars falt animals war. fawar, thi sama or mora numarous than 
thay war. tha pravious p a r  is slightly diffarant than tha 
ralativa abundanca index. 

Tha trand indax was calculatd by assigning a 1 if tha box for 
fawar was chacked, 2 if tha box for mama was chackad and 3 if the 
box for nor. warn checkad. Tha rasponsas from all trappars in a 
gaographic area wera then summad and this sum dividad by the 
numbar of trappers who raspondad from tha a r m  (= tha maan). 
Valuas can ranga from 1 b through 3. 

Sinca wa don't hava anothar ind.purd.nt maasura of trand to 
conpara with as was dona in tha Albarta snovshoa hara study for 
tha ralativa abundanca inda, it is nacassary to salact arbitrary 
rangas of valuas to raprasant tha avoraga opinion of trappars in 
a gaoqraphic a r m  as to whathar thay f a d  tha nuabor of animals 
hava dacraasad, stayad tha sama or incraasd comparad with tha 
previous yaar. For purposas of this raport, an indaw valua of 1 
through 1-66 reprasants fewar, valuas from 1.67 through 2.33 
raprase tha sama and valuas of 1.31 through 3 rapresant mora. 

Uetio Far do not occur throughout most of tha gaographic ranga 
covarad by this report. This mpacias occurs on soma islands in 
tha Alautian chain, a Caw island8 off tha Alaska Paninsula and 
from wastarn Bristol Bay northward along tha coast to the 
Canadian border. No trappars rasponding to tha 1989-90 
quastionnaira covered by this raport providad information on 
ralativa abundance or trend for this spacias- 



wua raported am abundant in  6 of tha 9 gaographic araam 
and am collPon in  tha raminin9 3 araam (Tabla 1). Trappar8 in  8 
of tha 9 goographic araas f a l t  baavu numbarm ramainod tha sama 
am thoy wrra in  1988-89. only on. arm,  tha Uppar Tanana Rivar 
bamin (but almo includam tha Charlia and ~ o r t y  Mila Rivarm which 
drain diract ly into tha Yukon Rivar) maom t o  axpariama a 
noticaabla incraasa in  baavar numbarm. 

Coyotam war. raportod am abundant i n  3 araam of mouthcantral 
Alamka, common in  3 intarior  araam and scarca i n  2 araam, on. in 
mouthcantral and on. in  tha intarior. Coyotam ara not prasent on 
tha imlandm of tha Kodiak Archipalago. Compared w i t h  tha 
pravioum yaar, coyotas were raportad am mora abundant in  1989-90 
in  2 mouthcentral and on. intarior  araa. In tha remaining 5 
araam, tha i r  numbers war. reported am about tha sama a s  they ware 
tha pravious year. 

Lyax war. not reported as  abundant in  any gaographic area. In 4 
araam, 2 in  southcentral and 2 in  intarior,  . trapparm f a l t  lynx 
war. common. Howevar, in  4 othar araam trapparm m t i l l  conmiderod 
lynx t o  ba scarce. Lynx do not occur on tha imlandm of tha 
Kodiak Archipalago. In 5 araam, 2 i n  mouthcantral and 3 in 
intarior,  trappara reported lynx t o  k mora abundant than i n  tha 
prwioum moamon. In tha ruaining 3 araam whara lynx occur, 
trapparm raportad numbarm war. about tha mama am tha pravioum 
yaar. Bamad on an examination of our s u l i n g  rocordm wa know 
that  lynx harvests indicata tha t  lynx numbarm do not paak during 
tha mama maamon in  a l l  gaographic araam whara thay occur. Tha 
fluctuation8 in  lynx populationm ara not synchronoum. 

-tan war. raported am abundant in  only 2 of tha 9 gaographic 
araam. Hartan wera conmidared common in  5 araam and scarca in  2 
araam, both in  southcentral Alamka. Intarmtingly, both araas 
ara poninmulam, the Kanai Paninmula and tha Alamka Peninsula. 
Soma trapparm in  intarior  Alamka hava raported obmarving a 
doclina in  martan populationm whon lynx bacama abundant. An 
analymim of fur daalar and fur axport racorb. fo r  a faw gama 
managamont unit8 in tha i n t u i o r ,  hint that  harvamtm raf lac t  thim 
phonomonon. Wa naed morm data t o  datamina if thim happanm in  
a l l  arum whara tha two mpaciam occur. Information from trappar 
quamtionnairam could halp in  tha .valuation of thim pommibla 
ralatiomhip. 

Y h B  warm raported abundant on tha Rumi Ponimula, common in  5 
o t h u  -am and scarca in  3 araam (Tabla 1). Trapporu i n  a l l  9 
gaographia araam ganarally agraed that  mink numbarm war. about 
tha m a m a  i n  1989-90 am thay war. i n  tha prwioum mas-n. 

YIImkratm war. reportad abundant in  only on. araa, tha lowar 
Sumitna Rivar basin araa (includam rivarm draining into Xnik 
A m ) .  Six areas reported mumkratm war. common. Mumkratm ware 
raported scarce i n  2 aream, tha Alamka Poninmula and tha lower 
Tanana Rivar basin. 



a d  warm rrp0rt.d abundant i n  7 of tha 9 araam. Trapprrs i n  
the 10- 8urritna Rivrr basin a r m  judged rad fox t o  br common 
and X-i Raninmula trappar. rrported t h i m  sprcirm wam scarcr i n  
t h r i r  are& Pivr of thr 7 arram whrra fox w r r r  abundant a l so  s a w  
an ins- i n  numbrrm am trappers rrportrd .thrrr w r r r  morr i n  
1989-90 than i n  tho prrvioum mramon. Thrra wam no apparrnt 
incrrama i n  numbrrm i n  t h r  othar 2 arram whrra rrd fox w e r e  
rrported am abundant. There wam no obvioum changa i n  numbrrs of 
fox i n  tha a r r a  wherr they  wrra mcarca o r  tho a r r a  whrr r  t h r y  
war. common. 

Rod bquirralm w a r e  rrported abundant i n  7 of tha  9 area8 and 
common i n  tha  two remaining araam. Trapperm i n  a l l  9 areas 
r r p o r t d  no change i n  t h e  number8 of rad nquirralm compared w i t h  
t ho i r  numbarm i n  t h e  previous sramons. 

River O t t u  ware reported abundant i n  3 coastal  mouthcentral 
armam, common i n  2 other south contra1 a r r a s  and 2 i n t e r f o r  
arram, and mcarce i n  2 i n t e r io r  araas (Tabla 1). Numbers of 
ottarm war. reported t h e  same a s  tha pravious s9ason i n  a l l  9 
araam . 
W&malm worm reported t o  be abundant i n  3 mouthcantral arram and 
common i n  tho remaining 6 aream. Trapparm i n  a l l  arram but onr, 
tha  Kanai Peninsula area, reported tha number of waanaln remained 
about tha  mame i n  1989-90 am thay worm i n  1988-89. On tha  Kanai, 
trapparn f e l t  there were mora waamolm than i n  tha  previoum 
saamon. 

Wolvam war. reported abundant only i n  the  coppar Rivar/Upprr 
Sumitna Rivar bamin (CUS) araa. Trapparm conmidarad wolvom 
common i n  7 areas. No ~ 0 1 ~ ~ 8  occur i n  tho Kodiak Archipalago. 
In  addition t o  baing abundant i n  the CUS araa, trapparm fe l t  
wolvam war. mora numaroum thora i n  1989-90 than i n  1988-89. In  
a l l  othar araam trapparm reported wolf numbarm t o  bo tho  mama a s  
i n  tha provioum maanon. 

Wolvarina war. rrported am common i n  only 4 of t h o  8 aream i n  
which thay occur. Thay a ra  not pramant i n  tho Kodiak 
Archipolago. wolvarina warm raported scarce i n  4 araam, ona i n  
mouthcontral - lowar Sumitna Rivar bamin - and 3 araam i n  t h r  
in ta r ior .  Xn two of thamo aroam, tho lowor Tanana Rivar basin 
and tho gonaral i n t e r i o r  araa (includam Koyukuk R e ,  middle Yukon 
and middlo Tanana River), trappare f o l t  wolverine warm fawer i n  
numbar i n  1989-90 than i n  1988-89. Since portionm of thama areas 
racaivad mora snow during tha wintar of 1990-91 than avor and 
many mooma died, there  should hava bean planty of food avai lable  
thim wintar f o r  young wolvarina born lamt yaar. It w i l l  be 
intaramting t o  see i f  there  is any increama i n  tha numbars of 
t h i e  mpaciam i n  these aream naxt wintar. Trappars i n  a l l  other 
araae whara wolverine occur reported t h o i r  numbarm remained t h r  
sama i n  1989-90 as they wera i n  1988-89. 



anon- 8u.s war. ropor td  abundant in  6 of tho 9 aroas and 
conon in thr ruaining 3 aroas (Tabla 1) . k an important pray 
m p m ~ i 0 8 ~  Orprcially for lynx, tho abundance of this sgociom 
ahould bode wall for furboaror8 that gray on haros. In addition 
t o  bdng comron or  abundant in  a l l  aroas, trappors rogortod thoro 
war. mom harms in 1989-90 than in  1988-89 in  7 aroas (Tabla 2 ) .  
For tho rua in ing  2 aroas, both southcontral coamtal aroas, tho 
numbor of harm war. tho samo in  both soasons. 

Qrouso war0 raportad common in a l l  aroas whom thoy occur oxcept 
tho gonoral intorior area whero trappors f o l t  thoy war. abundant. 
In a l l  but on0 area, trappers considorod tho numbers tho samo in  
1989-90 as  thoy wore in  1988-89. Tho exception was i n  tho lower 
Tanana Rivor basin where trappers reported tower grouso than in 
tho provious soason. 

Ptarmigan war. reported abundant i n  3 southcontral and on0 
intorior aroa (Tabla 1). Trappers i n  tho runaining 5 aroas 
coxmidored this species t o  bo common. Carparod w i t h  tho previous 
soason, trappors in a l l  areas excopt on., roportod tho numbors of 
ptarmigan war. about tho samo as  tho provious soason. In  tho 
Coppor Rivor and uppor Susitna Rivor basin trappors f o l t  thoro 
wori moro ptarmigan in 1989-90. 

. Nioo/Rodoats war. roportod as baing abundant i n  7 of tho 9 aroas 
' and common in  tho remaining 2 arms. Trappars roportod tho 
numbors of mico/rodonts t o  bo tho 'samo as  in  tho provious soason 
in  a l l  9 aroas. 

To' a l l  of you who responded t o  tho quostionnaira, thanks for  tho 
ififormation. I f  you didn ' t  rospond but rocoivo a copy of t h i s  
roport, wo suro would 1iko t o  havo you join tho group of 
rasponding trappers 'ovon if you didn't t rap t h i s  year but havo 
trappod i n  tho past .or might in  tho futuro. I f  you havo 
suggestions for  improving tho trappor quostionnaira or  t h i s  
report, plmso contact your local a r m  biologist or  ma and pass 
along your idoas. 

Tho most rocont auction indicated soma hprovomont i n  fur  pricos 
for srvoral sp.cios. I hop. this indicates a bettor soason in 
1991-92, And spaking of 1992, tho currurt schdulo of tho Board 
of Gama indieatas tho Board w i l l  k taking up furboaror 
rqulationm a t  thoir  spring Board mating. Chack with your local 
a r m  biologist for moro information about tha t  mooting. 

Horb Uolchior 
Furbaaror Coordinator 



Table 1, Relative abundance of  furbearers  i n  nine areas of Uaoka. 

AREA DESIGNATIONS: 
(Southcentral)  

Region: SOUl7iCEWTRZIL ALASKA 
as 

Furbearers  AEP KO1 KEP I S B  CUS 

( I n t e r i o r )  

I#TEIUOR ALASKA 

UTB LTB UYB G I  

A = Abundant AKP = Alaska Peninsula UTB Upper Tanana R. Basin, 
C - Common KO1 = Kodiak Archipelago Char l i e  and ~ortymile R. 
s - scarce KBP - Kenai Peninsula LTB = L o w e r  Tanana R. msin 
N P  = N o t  Present  LSB - I n w e r  ~ u s i t n a  Basin UYB = Upper Yukon R. Basin 

CUS = Copper R. C Upper G I  = General I n t e r i o r ,  ~nc ludes  
Sus i tna  Basin Koyukuk and Middle ~ukon 

R., Delta Junction Area 

Note: See text for information on how to read and interpret the numbers in this 
table. 



Table 2. Relative trend of furbearer populationo i n  nine areao of Alaoka. 

r 2 & i  s LOO s 2 .31  s 2 .14  s I 2 4 9  s 2.43 n 12 .14  s 2.05 s .  2.00 8 
Covote 00 s NP 2 .18 s 2.50 n l  2 .39 n +so n1 2 .07  s 2.00 s 1- 

nx 1 . 7 1  S NP 2 .75  n r 2 . 2 1  S 1 2 . 5 7  H 2.85 M 1 2 . 4 6  2.13 s 2.47 M 

Region: SOUTHCBNTRAL AWSKA 
Argas 

Furbearers U P  ImI ltEP LSB CUS 

AREA DESIGNATIONS : 
(Southcentral) 

I#TELUOR ALUKA 

UTB LTB UYB G I  

( Inter ior)  

n = nore MU? = Alaska Peninsula UTB = Upper Tanana R. Basin, 
s = Same KO1 = Kodiak Archipelago Charlie and Fortymile R. 
F = Fever KBP = Kenai Peninsula LTB = Lover Tanana R. Basin 
NP = N o t  Preoent I S B  = Lower Suoitrrzr Basin UYB = Upper Yukon R. Baoin 

CUS = Copper R. C Upper G I  = General In te r io r ,  Includes 
Susitna ~ a s i n  Koyukuk and niddle ~ukon Re t 

I D e l t a  Junction Area 

I Note: See text for information on how to read and interpret the nu-rs in this 
table. 



TRAPPERS COMMENTS 
INTERIOR AREAS 

Dangerous. Ice was p re t ty  thin.  

H e r b ,  your comments a r e  a d e f i n i t e  plua. Pleaae make them a 
regular  feature.  

Not a l l  t rappers  belong t o  ATA. If t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  Alaska 
a r e  ADFCG work, it would seem t h e  r e a t  of ua should be 

able t o  g e t  t h e  information ( i n  t he  form of monographs maybe, o r  
a mailing list) without being forced t o  jo in  a non-government 
aaaociation. Now it's aa though ADFCG were working f o r  ATA on 
S ta t e  money. Perhaps ATA could pay fo r  your work by p r in t ing  the  
monograph6 and mailing them t o  non-member trappers.  ADFCG work 
belong6 t o  a l l  of us. Because of p r ice  of lynx, no b ig  s e t s  
made. Can8t see taking f u r  t h a t  won8t a e l l .  18r not  a spor t  
trapper.  Pr ice  of marten: trapped, but  w i t h  lean enthusiasm. 

[BDImRS NOTB # I :  Regarding the  comment sbout publishing 
furbearer information i n  tho Alaska Trappr ,  tho  only  cos t  t o  t he  

. stat. is my t i m e  t o  w r i t .  tho a r t i c l o .  Publicat ion and 
' d i s t r ibu t ion  is free t o  tho s ta to .  O f t r n  tho  articles are 

summaries of  published sci e n t i  fc r epor t s  on furbearer research. 
Such papers are avai  l a b l e  t o  anyono, but  many t rappers  are 
unawaro of  t h e i r  existence, which is why I. sununari a0 thorn i n  the  
column I w r i  t o  f o r  the  Alaska T r a p p r .  I would k happy t o  
provido tho information t o  any 0th- t rapper  publ icat ion t h a t  
t rappers read. This is j u s t  on. way of g e t t i n g  information out .  
I 've givon t a l k s  a t  various trapper nmatings around tho state, 
and port togother informational d isplays  f o r  t ha  annual Hunting 
and Fi8hing Day open houso. All furkaru survey and research 
work dono by tho s t a t o  is writ ten up aad published (in l imited 
quant i t ies)  as repor ts .  Copios of t h u o  rmports can ba obtained 
from our  hoadquar tus  o f f i c o  i n  Junoau. For a list o f  what is 
avai  l a b l o  w r i  t o  to Sf d Morgan, Publi  cati on8 Tochnf ci an, D i  v i  si on 
of  Wildlifo Consorvation, Alaaka Bpartnmnt of  Fish  and Game, 
P.O. Box 3-2000, Junoau, Alaska 99802.1 

Too much snow and bad weather.. 

" Lot8 of snow ear ly .  Mado f o r  anaring K-g8a eaa ie r ,  but 
snowahooing harder. Coyoto trapping aeaaon ahould cloao w i t h  t h e  
fox trapping soason. fat hunting r u m i n  open u n t i l  March 31st.  
Don8t beliovo i n  registered t rap l inor .  Wo have enough 
regula t ions  already. I intend t o  t r a p  fox real heavy i n  90-91 
season because no one e l s o  i a  and thora  are a l o t  of them. I 
w i l l  sell them next summer t o  tho  t o u r i s t  t rade.  ATA i a  a g rea t  
o u t f i t .  Every Alaskan trapper should k required t o  ba a p a r t  of 
it. I f  ovary t rapper  wan a member, YO- wauld Bd heard. 



trapporn mhould ba m u J H n  of NTA a1800 Trapping i m  baing 
challongod, but togathar wa can kick thair butt.. 

Lamt, but not laast, voting i m  our priviloga,  and a s  trappars,  w a  
should OX-isa t h a t  r ight.  Evary vota doam count, and every 
trappor COUnt8 aven mora. Trappar., tu rn  out a t  tha pol ls .  Maka 
your voica count f o r  somathing. 

* D i d  not t r a p  dua t o  fur pricam and waathar conditions, i.e. 
daap mnow, atc. 

+ Tha prica  of martan was too low t o  maka much of a p r o f i t  
without HIGH marten populationm. Th. black baar population i n  
Unit 21, Nowita River Ragion, i m  vary high and murvival rat. of 
navborn moos. calve8 i m  only about 4 0 1  dua t o  pradation by baars 
(primarily black baars, which pradominata). wa naad t o  knock 
back tha  baar (black) population bator. tha  mooma population 
cramham. Savaral ways t o  anhanca thim would bo t o  allow many 
b a i t  mtationm without having t o  ragistar thu i n  both spring and 
f a l l ,  and t o  allow tha s a l a  of black h a r  hidam and part.. The 
baarm can ba jus t  a s  datrimantal t o  rooma populationm am wolvam 
ara. 

[ZDIlVRS 19-S #2: It is current ly  illegal to buy, sol1 or  baxtar 
any p u t  of a black or  brown/grirrly b u r  ucopt that the 
*t rad i t iona l  barter* of gaam taken by .ub.iatmeu hunting may 
occur ualaaa i t  is shown t h a t  h c h  bar tu  ia  harmful to  the 
reaourco. See Alaska Statute8 16.09.930 (8) for u a c t  wording of 
thia uemption. Sa le  of baar part. ha. surd aa an fncantive to  
poach bar. leading to  overhamaat i n  many parts of tho world a s  
d.narrd for tha parts excamdad tho supply. I k l i o v o  tho B o a r d  of 
Game. conaidered t h i s  problem prior to adopting tho  no sale of 
part8 regulation t h a t  w e  havo currently.] 

+ I did  not put i n  much l i n a  am I did not gat 8tart.d u n t i l  l a t e  
i n  maamon, and d id  not put out  but a f.w martan mat. am tha pr ica  
warn not thara f o r  anything aha ,  

* A l l  furbaararm mam p r a t t y  good am f a r  am numborme Rabbit and 
fomd maom good am w a l l ,  

+ I havan't trapped hard f o r  two yaarm now. Thara hava bean two 
main raamo~ f o r  thim. Pirmt ,  I got r i d  of my dog tam and 
didn't  have t r ap l ina  tranmportation, Sacond, warn t h a t  f o r  tha 
sacond y o u  i n  a row w a  hava had a lot of mnw a a r l y  80 t h a t  tha 
craokm w u a  inmulatad from tha  cold and nmmr froaa up mafa 
anough t o  t r ava l  on. Hy long lina i m  up a crnk canyon 80 thera  
i m  no placa t o  t r a v a l  except r i g h t  up tha craak, I now have 
transportation, so  I hop. tha  craak freasam up OX t h i m  winter. 
Tha lynx ara coming back!! 

* W e  had a l o t  of snow ear ly ,  and I hava m e m a  s teap and long 
hi l l .  t o  go up.  he snow cama mo famt and go t  mo daap, tha only 
linam I could g e t  broka out wara m a p .  on f a i r l y  leva1 ground. 



AT-, 8nOYUchine breakdowns s l d  m e  up a s  f a r  a s  breaking out 
my l i n u .  

Doap maw. Tra i l  sets f o r  l a rge  animals were inoperative most 
of the tin. Few moose, no calves. N e d  wolf and bear control .  

Tho88 of you who advocate outlawing a i rplane trapping should 
consider whether you would l i k e  trapping by snowshoes, dogteam, 
o r  snowmachines outlawed. I have usmd a l l  of these methods and 
each has its advantages and disadvantages. When I t r a p  by 
a i r c r a f t ,  I do it lega l ly  and farm the area. I l l e g a l  t rapping by 
any method is a problem best le f t  t o  enforcement personnel. W e  
can a l l  help by reporting any i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w e  obsenre, 
regardless of our trapping method. 

* Wain problem on my l i n e  was mi l i t a ry  shooting i n  a rea  and 
mil i tary  s t ea l ing  t raps .  Snow was deep but good. Hare a r e  
coming up, c a t s  a re  coming up. Cat soason should be longer. 

* More snow and pr ices  down. Very fw marten i n  my area.  I ' m  
i n  the middle of a much longer t rap l ine ,  so am r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
about t en  m i l e s  of l ine .  I am a retir.4 Episcopal p r i e s t  l i v i n g  
a subsistence l i f e s t y l e  downriver from Fort Yukon. Trapping is 
only a minor p a r t  of my l i f a  and I give most of my f u r s  away. A s  
I te l l  people, I ' m  t ry ing  t o  g e t  over my addict ion t o  hunting, 
f ishing,  and trapping1 I only got  one mart- l a s t  season and 
snappod t r a p s  ea r ly  because of lack.  of sign. P.S. I ' m  a poor 
fox trappor. They're too  smart f o r  Wpreachersn. Keep m e  on your 
list. 

Trapping conditions were good here with lower than normal 
snowfall although we had many s t r e t ches  of cold weather t h a t  
slowod animal movements. Lynx populations a r e  bui lding now with 
steady r abb i t  increase. W i t h  f a l l i n g  f u r  pr ices ,  I th ink  w e  w i l l  
see a d r a s t i c  decrease i n  the Wget rich quickw t rappers  t h a t  have 
plaguod the t rappers  w i t h  established l i n e s  . who r e l y  on a 
year-to-year harvest. Fur numbers a r e  hralthy. 

* Heavy snows kept t r a p s  covered. Dri f t ing snov meant hard work 
breaking l i n e  own. One month of -40' temperatures o r  b e t t e r  
kept f u r  from moving so I stayed home too. Heavy snov closed 
Taylor Eighvay f o r  t h e  first t i m e  i n  over 15 years. 

* Want through the ice ea r ly  i n  the season. N o  snow ear ly ,  and 
then .Xtrema cold i n  February. 

* Unti l  about 15 January everything was excellent .  From then t o  
the and of the season w e  were s l w a d  by mi l i t a ry  manauvers and 
deep s n w .  After  15 February w e  were slwod considerably by deep 
snow evan though wa use Alpine and longtracks. Lynx a r e  
d e f i n i t e l y  on t h e  rise i n  our area. The wolves i n  area  20(A) 
south of the north Fort Greely boundary stayed i n  the high 
country mos t  of t h e  winter s o  they must have be- ea t ing  caribou. 
The moose (especia l ly  ca l f  survival)  was on the rise. Almost 



ovary w aav waa w i t h  young. How well they aurvivod tho 
month of nuch/doop snow, i a  unknoun. 

In tha uu I t rap,  wo had wra than avaraga anowfall mdoopor 
than - a and it mad. it hardar f o r  tha animal. t o  got around 
in. W a 8  r a l l y  hard on tha movial 1 [BDIZVS NOTB 13: What 
movf a? ] 

I did not t r ap  i n  89-90. 

Early rnow allowed good ear ly  trapping. Light snows each week 
optimizad a l l  sats, especially wolf. A f t a r  January, l o t s  of snow 
which rlowad down trapping. In  ganaral, a vary good aaason, 
planty of fur,  and good marten pricaa on aar ly  s a l e  i n  Vancouver. 

+ Poor fu r  prices. 

Cold waathor and heavy snow slowed down trapping f o r  ma. 
Thanks fo r  pr int ing my l a s t  yearo. conmanta. Same old thing this 
wintar. Cannot think of anything t o  commnt on. Hayba to  got 
tha wFedaa out of Alaska. 

+ Cold waathar affact ivaly shortuaed amason on martan and lynx 
by a coupla of waakm t o  ona month. Haavy snow and low t o  avaraga 
fu r  pricaa alao affacted trapping. B.causa our a raa  i8 f a i r l y  
remota and bacauaa of harsh waathar condition., I baliova t h a t  
haavy trapping prassura is not a p rob ln .  Eventually would l i k a  
t o  aaa trapping system modalad by Canada. 

Volcano ash pravanted snowmachina uaa. Larga mil i tary 
t ra in ing  alao caused soma problanu. 

Trapping affactad by prica of f u r  f o r  fox. 

+ Daap snow put my trap. out of commbaion savaral  timaa. 
Wolvu a r a  ovarpopulating the a rm.  Thay should ba thinnad out 
o r  w e  won't hava any othar g k .  

+ Daep a n w  and cold waathar, than ica and daap snow affactad 
trapping. Did not t r a p  soma a r m 8  on account of t h in  ica on 
1-8 and craaks. Thank you f o r  .topping tha  a a r i a l  wolf and 
wolvarina hunting and shooting. Did not g a t  a wolf o r  wolvarina 
i n  urara or: t r a p  i n  four pravioua parme Thank. f o r  t h e  good 
airplana hunting. 

* Trapping a f f o r t  waa raducd,  vary daap snow. Ovarflow was 
undatactabla undar daap snow too often. LYnXt wolf, and 
wolvarina aaason should ba raatrictd. A i r p l a n .  s h o o t u s  
(Sama-Day-Airborna shootars) should b. bannad. 

C1o.e lynx saason 20(D). Thara u8.d t o  ba a l o t  of Cats. 
Avaragd 3-4 a season. I saw a drop a f t a r  w a  had a guy coma i n  
and t r a p  nothing but c a t s  (got 2 1  cat. i n  1983). That r a a l l y  did 
him in. Rabbits wera a t  t h a i r  low. I t a l k a d ' t o  on. othar 



trappar and wo agrood no cat trapping. Thoro is a guy north of 
IP., ho's a r u l  monoy-hungry guy, so ho's probably trapping tham. 
I saw 3 difforont cat track.. Our rabbits aro waking, but 
that'm not it. I think local trappors utopping to catch them did 
it. WolvOs aro totally gono. Did FCC aorial hunt 2O(D) aroa? 
Grousa ar0 way down. Huntorm havo dona this, and woathor. Wo 
had a Vary wot yoar in 1987-88. and chic- d i d  liko f1.a.. 
1988-89 was a dry yoar and grasshoppers roally turnod them 
around, but hunters knockod t h u  back. This 7-wook cold snap 
killod 8-0 too. I found 5 just laying in tho snow. Tnoy tried 
to burrow undor to stay warm, but didn't work. ~abbits very 
high. Givo half-prico fishing and g-• hunting liconses to all 
who roturn those forms filled out. 

* Snow Was Vary deep January-March. wo had a cold streak of 
-4s0 for sovon weeks. Couldn't chock traps. 1 mtill did good 
for my aroa. Fox population was up a littlo. Wolf none 
(unusual). Coyoto down a little; thoy killed most of our fox. 

* Wo had lots of snow which mado it hard to koop trails opon and 
sots oporating. Did not got out as many sots as 1 would havo 
like to. Have dona bottor with loss offort tha yoar before. 

I am vary concarnod about tho futuo of trapping. Without 
trappors, officos such as yours would ba overrun with problems 
such as nuisance animals, rabid .animals, and ovorpopulatod, 
starving animals. I think tho ~ i s h  & Cam Dopart~nt could bo a 
big holp to trappers by lotting tho public know this and know 
that hamasting is necessary to maintain a balanco. 

I also agroo with tho parson who said wo should bo a1low.d to 
so11 boar skins, or at loast parts. It is totally ridiculous 
that wo havo to throw away a valuablo thing such aa boar gall 
whua wo aro trying to livo off subsistonco and could oasily sall 
thia to buy things wo nod. [Sea Bditor8 Nota N about solling 
bear -8.l 

* Dopth of snow slowed ma down but did littlo to my trapping 
y u r  am a wholo. Cold woathor in Fobruary reduced marten 
mwuuat to almost a standstill. 

Tho wolvoa in tho aroa s o u  to travol groat distances as 'they 
m w o  through as a pack, cross my trails, and arm gono for a month 
or two boforo they movo through again. Rabbits arm closo to peak 
cyclo again. Tho ottors ara vary fow, and s o u  to bo vary 
vulnorablo to wolves if tho wolvos woro so inclined to taka them, 
as my dogs havo run them down on overflow ico and killed them 
boforo. Every so ofton conditions aro such that opon wator is 
vary difficult to find, and if tho wolvos coma across tho otters 
duing this timo, they could vary wall kill a wholo family group 
as tho ottors seem disinclined to climb troos. Nobody that I 



krow of g o o  aftor  ot ter  t o  any gr.at oxtont, i f  a t  a l l ,  i n  t h i s  
arm. 

~ l l  animals are plurtiful. Mink l i t t l o  scarco, w i l l  bo horo 
noxt yoar. Rats aro coming back. Lakos a l l .  f u l l  of wator. 
~ l o n t y  of big gamo. Uooso aro plentiful. Thoro aro bottor than 
a thousand mooso i n  country I cwor  (30-40-50 yoars ago, thore 
woron't 10-15 mooso i n  tho samo aroa). Lots of rabbits. 

* Trapping conditions war. normal, but f u r  vas scarco. Can't 
complain too much about tho month-long cold spll. Haybo it'll 
discourago soma of tho weaker onos from continuing (man and 
boast) t o  l ivo i n  tho bush. I think tho Stat. should do more t o  
ducat. tho public about trapping, horo and outsid.. Tho Ant i ' s  
havo hurt tho image of fur and los t  us trappara soma money. I 
for one ain't  rolling over so oasy. I'll do my part. 

[JDIlVRS NOTE 14: Tho Stat. (moaning Governor, tho Legislature, 
Alaska's Congressional delegation and tho Lhpartmont of Fish and 
Gama) bar bean monitoring tho anti-trapping nmvomnt and group8 
who arm opp08.d to  tho use of furbearor reaourcoa a t  tho locsl, 
national and international l o .  Lettora ham bean w r i t t u b  
1.gialativo roaolutions paso4 and sa t  t o  appropriate docision 
m a k ~ 8 ,  and mootingar hold with tho 0.9. mado pwplo doaling w i t h  
tho propoaed BUropean C o m i t y  ban on tho importation of cortain 
Rrra and f u r  products from countrioa that  allow tho U s 0  of 
laghold t r a p .  In addition, tho stat. logislaturo i a  considering 
Senato B i l l  I44 which would oatabliah an Aluka Fur Roaourcos 
C o ~ u v a t i o n  Commission. & propoaed in  tho b i l l  tho purpo8os of 
tho commission include educating tho public about tho historial ,  
ecological and socioeconomic importance of tho uao of furboarers 
and on8uring tho perpetuation of tho u s e  of furboarrra. For more 
information on t h i s  b i l l  and it8 statua, contact your noarest 
Legi8lativo Information offico o r  contact tho s t a t e  Sanator who 
roproaenta you. 

Rogming loa t  rovmuoa, you should Jm awarv that  tho main roason 
f o r  tho drop i n  fur pricoa i a  Jmcauao th r r ,  waa overproduction of 
ran- for and Prfak a couplo of you8  ago that  fluodod tho raw 
pmlt n r k o t  cauaing rancho4 p m l t  p r ima t o  plurmt. Thia i n  turn  
cauaod w i l d  fur pricoa t o  drop. Ovupmduction w u  accompanied 
by ro la t i tn ly  w a r m  wintora in countrioa that are traditionally 
imparturt r u k . t a  f o r  fura. AccorUing to fur induatry figurus, 
Mo nurrkr of garment8 sold did not docrmaao worl-ido. HOY~VU, 
anti-fW activities havo affmctod r u k o t a  in a o n  araw and 
probably added t o  tho problam craatod by Mo surplua of raw p m l t s  
and w s r r  wintors.] 

* Trapping affected by long, cold spells. Somotimos l a to  snow 
makos hard traveling. Ovorall, tha past soason ha8 boon good. 
Had tho fur  market hold, I would spmd a vacation in  Hawaii. 
S t i l l  i n  favor of ear l ior  marton soaaon. A l l  animal8 still 
holding. I n  fact ,  thero aro mora fur sign8 now than 10 years 
ago. 



+ I noticad you did not ask for  spoeific n u r k r s  of each spocios 
caught a8 in the  past. Was t h u e  a roason? Is tha t  information 
no 10- needed, o r  did I mis-rud tho form? O r ,  do many 
trap- l ie  about t he i r  catchos? [EDIZDRS NOTB 15: Tho column 
arkin9 fat numkrs of animal8 caught by r p c i e a  waa left off t h e  
fora kcaU80 many t rap  rr (a8 much a8 508 o r  more) did not f i l l  
i n  tha n-8. The F nformation would bo u8efu l  i f  a l l  o r  most 
trapper8 responded t o  that part of the queationnaire. I don't 
know if  *many trappers l i e  a b o u t  t h e i r  catche8.* There is the 
po88ibility that  some trappers w i t h  low catches might i n f l a t e  
the i r  numbera while some with good catche8 fill i n  lower numbers 
bacause they are concerned a b o u t  other trappers o r  the IRS o r  
someona 018. finding out about the i r  success. Since I have been 
involved with the trapper questionnaire process, tha I R S  has 
never asked me f o r  information about trappers, nor have I had 
0th- trappers ask t o  see questionnaires. & you know, there is 
no place on the questionnaire for your name o r  address. This 
report summarizes the resul ts  by f a i r l y  large areas, 
with no reference to  indivdual traplines o r  areas. Even so, 
apparently m y  trappers felt  uncomfortable about revealing the 
number of aniaals they caught. sf tha response r a t e  t o  the 
queationnaire increases, w e  might condder putting tho column 
back i n  tha questionnaire . J 

I f  tha cost of l iving koeps going up and tha prica of fu r  koeps 
going down, wof 11 sea more hobby trapper.. What I maan t o  say 
is, it w i l l  cost more t o  got tha fu r  than a parson w i l l  bo able 
t o  8.11 it for, so a job w i l l  hava t o  support tha trapping. It's 
gett ing d i f f i cu l t  t o  make much of a l iving trapping, unless you 
cut cornora and get  by on very l i t t l e  got a job. I suppose 
l o w  fu r  pricos w i l l  weed tho man from tho boys. Thanks fo r  your 
work, koop it up. 

I did not t rap  th ia  wintor bocauaa I thought it would bring 
back tha marton. I w i l l  t rap  th ia  coming wintar (1990-91). 

Waathar conditions l a s t  wintor wora too cold. 

Drop i n  fu r  pricoa- drop i n  incontiva. Qui t  oarly t h i a  yoar. 
Woathar waa OX. Whon vola population# aro good, marton aro 
ovarywhara. HavmRt soan a high in  voloa fo r  6-8 yoars. How 
cow? I h m r  marton around Fairbank. hava flaaa. [In my aroa] 
w i t h  over 1,500 marten caught, I can only rcrmunbor 2-3 marten 
w i t h  flea#. How coma? [BDIlDRS NOTB #6: Vola populations 
u#ually, but not always, cycle from low numbers t o  high numbers 
and back t o  low over a 3-4 year period. Winter conditions, such 
a8 very cold temperature. and thin snow covu,  can keep 
population8 low. Voles with thair .  small body s iza  can't cope 
with real cold weather. When tha snow 18 mod.rata t o  deep, the 
tampuatura baneath t h e  snow, whora tha v o h 8  liw, can ba a s  
much a8 20-30 degrees warmer than the a i r  temperatura above the 
snow. With l i gh t  snow covu, tha tupera turu  boneath tha snow 
and above i t  is about the  same. It taka8 a l o t  more enugy t o  
keap wazm i f  tho temperatura is rea l  cold. 



I don't b.vo an anawar fo r  your quaation about f l a m  a t  t h i s  ti- 
but w i l l  &-# your quaation i n  mind a8 mrm rm8aarch gat8 dona on 
martrn. J 

  rapping condition. vara good axcapt fo r  tha  cold snap in  
January-Pmbruary vhich slowed tha fur catch; ~y catch is 
primarily m e a n ,  so did ok .van though pricaa had droppad soma. 

+ Tha pr ica  of martur and lynx a ra  low thim yaar (1989-90) 
bacaum of northam Europa. Thara a r a  too many fu r  coats  and 
that,. vhy tha  f u r  pr ica  has dro ped. Almo, tha  waathar ham baan 
cold t h i m  yaar. It's b a n  -70 a v m  ~ n f h  of Pmbruary. It's 
baan a good yaar with trapping, but trapping8. p r a t t y  rough 
somatimas. You hava t o  challanga tha bad waathar. Also, tha  
blowing wind often covars your t r a i l .  1 a v m  lomt t r a p s  on my 
martan t rap l ina .  Tha problam i m  I don8t hava t r a p l i n a  house, 
mayba that,. why I hava rough tima. still, I am planning t o  
build a cabin on my t rapl ina.  I hava a p a m i t  t o  build tha  
t rap l ina  housa. 

+ I had 32 days vithout a broak of 40-50 b l o w  zaro. I could do 
l i t t l a  during this tima and animal. did not maom t o  ba moving. 
Wind' and d r i f t i n g  snow kapt trap. that war. down balow covarad 
and out of usa 608 of tha  t i m a .  I had lynx and wolvarina walk on 
top of trap6 t h a t  war. d r i f t ed  i n  savaral  tiurn. 

I favor regis tarad t rapl inas .  It would giva t rappars  mora 
faal ing of sacur i ty  from o t h a r -  t r a p p a n  moving i n  and 
ovar-trapping araas. Thara should ba o m  trapping maamon on 
black baarm i n  tha bush, f o r  t h a i r  numbarm a ra  t o o  high, and thay 
taka hundradm of moos. calves basidam tha damaga thay do t o  
cabin., t a n t  camps, and snowmachinu. [ZDIlVRS NOT# #7: The 
black baar is c l a s d f i e d  a8 a big garn snil, not a s  a 
furboarmr, s o  you can not taka black b a ~ 8  on a trapping li censa 
o r  by trap8 o r  snare8 on a hunting licsnrro. Hwavu,  with a 
hunting licanuo thara f 8 no c l o u d  samon aad a bag l i m i t  of 3 
bur8 throughout moat of  u h t h c e n t r a l  and f n t u f o r  Alaaka (Cam. 
Haaagamnt Unit8 7, 9, 11-13 and 15-36). For loorv inforatation 
look a t  tha hunting rogulatfonu (a8pO~fal ly  -8 8, 9, 22 and 
23 in tho 1990-91 rrgulatfon8) .] 
+ Cold waathar affacted trapping. 

+ .Too much mnov and wind. 

+ Cold snap i n  January-Fabruary mlowod mo down moma. Avaraga 
w i n t u  w i t h  averaga snow and temparaturam. 

+ COW COW COLD COLD AND H O ~  COW. ninua 4 5  t o  minum 55 f o r  
4 1  day. i n  a row. Almomt want cabin crazy. Mumt opu! up a a r i a l  
wolf hunting. 

+ Ovarflow mad. Novambar d i f f i c u l t  but  D0c.Prb.r wam bat ta r .  
Trapping saamon should ba opan only during tho timo of fu r  



primonoms for tha rompoctiv~ an-1, not opur for sport hunting 
or foob 80larco purpo6.m. Tho80 i6suos ahould ba dealt with under 
hunt- v m ,  not trapping. I ar 0pp06.d to atat. or fodoral 
r.Qulatd traplino rogimtration. IF you can8+ travel back and 
forth to yaur traplino by airplaru, thur you mhouldn8t bo allowed 
to trawl back and forth to your villago by airplane either, if 
that is whoro you trap from. 

Cold woathor early; othorwimo trapping was good. Prices 
l m r ,  urcopt marten. Many kit lynx1 Gray jay8 aro down a lot. 

Lnw price of fur. Trapping conditions wore good. 

+ pricos wore down this year, 60 it jumt vasn8t worth it to 
go that Far for tho fur (plus highor prices for gam and grub). 

mop snow came on too fast for us to break open all our lines. 
1 am oppomod to traplino registration. ~horo would bo too much 
bureaucratic regulation. Individual6 must polico thoir own area 
whon an aroa is vacated, others will know in duo tima. 

TOO much snow. 

TOO much snow and lots of overflow. 

Prices wore down on lynx and fox so I mad. little offort on 
thoso. Tho prolongod cold woathor in January-Pobruary caused mo 
to miss chocking my line on a regular schodulo. 

Tho long, cold spoll in February affoctod trapping. 

Vary doop snow conditions. 

mop, early snows, oxtremo cold in February, projected low 
pit prices, concontration. of Fortymilo caribou affoctod my 
trapping. Only trapped Novombu loJanuary 31. Uada only 4 lynx 
mtm, and no trail sots for canidr duo to caribou. In spit. of 
abundant marton pray (volom, squimls, groumo, ptarmigan, and 
harem), martan abundanco in tho Tanana Hillm warn 1-1: than in 
pravioum yaars. My neighbor to tho north in 1ow.r olovation 
country, roported groator marton abundanco. My early soason 
martan taka was lowor par unit of offort and his was greater 
corp.rad to previous years. I had more haram and lynx than he 
did. 

Although wolvos ran tho line waakly, I could not sot traps or 
snaros bocauso of abundance of caribou. Caribou ovon sot off 
marton polo sets1 Sevoro wintor woathor (snow, cold), low price 
quotas, and a shortago of marton porsuaded ma to closo tho line 
down a month earlier than normal. 
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* Deep snow and a cold February with wind. I would raise
nonresident trapping license fees to $500. Most of the conflict
is fro nonresident trappers not knowing where other trappers
are Make them wait one year. open fox hunting season from
october 1 through March 31.

* Too much snow, not enough time. I don't think registered
traplines are a good thing.

* The extra deep snow made driving a truck virtually impossible
to get anywhere. As a result, we had to snowmachine 40 miles
into our lines. The deep snow also made setting lines up high
almost impossible.

* Deep snow.

* Too much snow and wind. Hard to get around, sets no good.
Price of some fur was real low.

* Conditions were poor last winter. Lots of snow and overflow.
Cut into my mileage. I really went after marten.

About registered traplines. I believe if we could come up with
reasonable guidelines, this would be a good idea. As it is now,
it is impossible to "farm" a line because someone else will
simply move in on you. The old days of respect for someone's
trapline seems to have gone by the wayside.

Animal populations are stable. Lynx numbers are increasing, but
very slowly. I am catching many more kittens now though. Marten
seom to be steady, still catching at least 75% males. Fox are
abundantl Prices are so low, it is not worth trapping them.
Moose population has increased surprisingly! Ran into more this
winter than in the last five years combined. Thanks for the
questionnaireI

* A lot of snow last year. Hard to keep sets uncovered. Also
caught many rabbits in the ground sets. Prices too low. I'm
against trapline registration and mandatory check laws. We dont
need more regulations. If there is a problem area, then enforce
the laws we havel I would like to see a spring beaver hunting
season and black bear put into the fur category so parts could be
sold. I hope lynx season is a little longer this year. The cats
are really coming back, but the prices are way down, so it should
ease the pressure.

* Overflow really bad.

* The low price of furs was why I didn't trap much this year.

LOWER TINUI RIVER BASIN PLUS YUOWN RIVR IN NWU 207

* This is my first year actually trapping this area, so I spent
time cutting trail and etc. I have been in this area during



prrvioua wintorm t o  p rosp~c t  tho f a  P.rf.c+ woathor fo r  
trapp-, 10- of snow and not tao cold for  momt of tho ti=.. 

I fool tho fu r  animals should bo managad by what is bast fo r  each 
s p o c i ~ m  and not by what is popular on T.V. o r  soma influontial ,  
but wildlifo-ignorant group. I almo fool wildfirom should not 
alwaym bo l o t  burn. Soma aroam are  jumt rocovoring from f i ros ,  
thm burn again. Wo should know what aroam mhould burn, aroas 
tha t  aro bordorlino, aream which should not burn, and then 
coordinate t h i s  information w i t h  othor stato/fodoral agencies. 

[BDIlWRS NOTE #8: Fire management plans have been prepared f o r  
a l l  areas of Naska where burns a m  l ike ly  to occur. Areas are  
designated f o r  f u l l  protection (immediate response a t  start of a 
fire), o r  desfgnated a s  cri t i  cal  (protection of local  sf  tes where 
l ife o r  property may be i n  danger), o r  for  a modified o r  limited 
response. The l a s t  category is badca l ly  the l e t  burn areas b u t  
they are still monitored. These are pro-fire mason designations 
that  help fire managers decide where to pat equipment and 
m8npow.r i n i t i a l l y .  If a l l  m a 8  of the s t a t e  w e r e  considered 
f u l l  protection areas, there would not be onough equipment and 
manpmr i n  some years t o  deal with a l l  the firms. For more 
information on t h i s  subject contact the U-ka Dapartment of 
Natural Resources o r  the  U. S. Bureau of Land Managemnt.] 

. .  * Doop snow was a problom af tor  Christmas. Almo soma squirrolly 
freozo-up conditions with overflow.in placom. 

* Thoro was unusually heavy snow early, foUowd by minum 40-50' 
early i n  Novembor. Lakos and bogs woro troacheroum throughout 
tho early going. Than la to r  thoro was unusually hoavy snow which 
made it d i f f i cu l t  t o  koop t r a i l s  and ttapm opm. 

* Hot. mnow than normal, but had l i t t l o  off- on my trapping. 

* Extromo cold i n  November, lw prico o f .  fox and othor 
conaitmontm c a u s d  ma t o  t rap  1.88 thim yoar than i n  tho l a s t  13 
years. Foxam bocamo very abundant a t  Hinto t h i m  yoar, and there 
wore many dark foxem. Too bad prico i m  80 low. 

* Li t t l o  m r o  mnw. Saw wolf t rack.  twico, umually thoy only 
c w  by O n m a  

* mop mnw mado travol d i f f i cu l t .  

* Ovorall conditions woro good. Tba mnw warn doop, making it 
hard t o  koop t r a i l s  i n  shapa, but it i n n u l a t d  tho lakom and 
stroam8 againmt thick ico, making Waver trapping oamy a f t e r  
digging down through it. Tho exttemo cold mpallm 810w.d animal 
movomont some and was hard on oquipmant and tho oparators. 

Horo funding should be diroctmd t o  furboaror study and 
managupont. This study and managaunt should bo dona i n  



combination with biologists and trappors both i n  tha f i a ld  
working w a t h a r .  

~ m v y  m w f a l l .  

Prica O f  fuz reducad tha numb8r of sat.. I t u n a  1008. a l l  
lynx caught axcapt ona tha t  broka its 1.g. Tha incraasa of snow 
dapth also causad tha wolvas t o  sh i f t  t h a i r  t raval  pattarns. 

Do not ragis tar  traplinas.  Kaap information ( m a s ,  addrassas, 
location of t rapl inas)  confidantial. In othar words, kaap t h i s  
information out of animal r ight .  hands. Trappars naad t o  gat  
sarious about contacting tha i r  po l i t i c a l  rapresentatives 
concarning trapping issues. Wa had bet tar  waka up and pul l  
togathar o r  tha an t i ' s  ara going t o  gat  trapping outlawed 
nationwida. Tha fu r  markat is in  poor shapa alraady dua t o  the 
actions of tha animal r ights  groups. f f  t h i s  continuas, Alaska 
is going t o  saa a dras t ic  incraasa of rabias and othar diseases 
dua t o  ovarpopulation in  tha stat.. Trappars do a graat  service 
t o  tha public i n  preventing ovarpopulation of furbaarars. wa 
cannot continua t o  l e t  tha fadaral govarnmant d ic ta ta  t o  us on 
managamant of f i sh  and gama rasourcas; namaly i n  tha rafugas, 
pruarvas ,  and parks (now also on a l l  fadaral lands). Sua t h u l  
Don't chang. tha constitution1 

Tha aarly, daap snow was tha . rmason I didn't do much l a s t  
saason. 

Fur pricas wera s ta r t ing  t o  drop on a l o t  of diffarant  
animals. That had a tendancy t o  maka you t r a p  1.88 hard. Good 
conditions fo r  trapping, early snow, good waathar. 

Tagging diffarent  kinds of animals i m  raal ly a wasta of your tima 
and a lso  a wasta of mina. Tha info you gat  on your forms is 
navar r ight ,  so i f  you racord it and usa it f o r  a study, your 
study w i l l  ba wrong. A l o t  of timas it is hard t o  find tha 
parson who doas tha tagging i n  t h i s  villaga. I f  you wanttd raa l  
good, accurata information about furbearars waight, s i t a ,  length, 
araa caught, sax, and othar thing., you should us. tha monay 
savod by not tagging and hi ra  a f w  good trappors from di f farant  
araam. Thay could a l so  giva you information on habits,  
movuentm, and prat ty much anything you want t o  how about most 
any kind of animal i n  t h a i r  arma. [BDIIY)RS NOIPS #9: Regarding 
tagging of animals, i t  i a  r ea l l y  only a w u t e  of t h o  i f  the 
-011 P" aurt ing th. p l t a  f tagging lie. about  the 
informat on requested. Giving falam information i8 a violation 
of the law (Maaka Statute8 11.56.210(a)). Saying .the info  you 
get  on your forms is never r ighta  i8 a protty 8trong statement. 
Whm you say that, you are saying, in effect, that everyone muat 
be ly ing about when and whera they took the anim8l and you're 
saying tha t  those who taka the moamaremurta donOt do that  
correctly either. Although I'P aura soma miataka8 are made i n  
the pmceaa of tagging (sealing ia the term w e  usually usa fo r  



and believe that moat 

ra Atult . ,  S a p c i e a  are seald a ta twide  (beaver, lynx, r iver  
o t t u ,  wolf and wolvuine) and one a p c i e a  (marten) i a  sealed i n  
sou thout  U u k a  and on the K a a i  Panfnaula. In addition to  
gett ing 80- usefu l  information when them animals are sealed, we 
ar. obligated t o  seal these speclea by law. Federal law requires 
tha t  lynx, r i ve r  o t t e r  and wolvea are sealed (tagged) t o  meet the 
rmquiremanta of CITES (Convention on International Trade in  
gndangued Species of Flora and Fawa) . If w e  didn't sea l  these 
spacia. by putting CITBS tags on the ports, these p e l t s  would not 
ba p e d t t e d  t o  leave the United s t a t e s  and enter  the 
international f u r  market. If the ports couldn't ba marketed 
outside the U. S., the value of Alaakan ports  of these species 
would probably drop and Alaskan trapper. would gat less money for  
these species than trappers i n  other s t a t e s  o r  Canada. In fact, 
buyers d g h t  not want them a t  a l l  if they wuen't sealed because 
they would have l e s s  opportunity t o  e l  then. Under s t a t e  
regulation (=law), w e  mus t  seal  baaver and wofverine. When 
demand 18 high, beaver can be overharveated (it ha8 happened 
before) although r ight  now they ara generally abundant and prices 
ara low. Wolverine are never rea l ly  abundant s o  8 gOoci 
management t o  keep track of the harvaat. some countries have 
conaidered l i s t i n g  wol verine undu CITES. If t h i s  happens, they 
would k treated the same a s  lynx, o t t u ,  and wolf. 

Although w e  have not hired trap-. f u l l  t i m e  t o  work f o r  u s  j u s t  
because they are trappers, many of our wildlife biologists  do 
have year8 of trapping experience. In  addition, we have a number 
of trappers who cooperate with u s  by providing infoJ3mtion and/or 
carcasaea. In some years w e  buy carcauea fmo trappers s o  w e  
can examine them f o r  reproductive condition and genua l  health. 
If you ara interested i n  cooperating with the  Department on 
f u r k a m r  studies, ta lk  i t  over with your local  area biologist  .] 

Deep snov, most d i f f i cu l t  t o  kaap set. oparating. Depressad 
pricas on furs. 

Haavy s n w s  limitad traval.  m e a n  population i n  my araa 
appaars low, but did not get out aarly. 

Snow dapth slowad m e  down some i n  March. Lata s t a r t  aach f a l l  
(Navembor 25) whila waiting for  tha r iver  t o  freaza. The s t a t e  
sponda t h w a n d a  of dol lars  t o  promote the tourism industry. I t  
should do tha sama t o  promote the  trapping industry. Like 
adwr t i s e  tha ranewabla resource aapact, glamoriza fur  and show 
it a8 practical ,  an altarnativa t o  the  patroleum-based faka fur. 
Show how f $#s circulata  and holp the  economy. Halp8 the 
balanca of trade, help8 tha furbaarar too, i.a. more of soma 
kinds of furbaarers bncaus. of trapping practicas. [See Bditors 
Nota I 4  ra la t ing  t o  b i l l  beforo tho stata legislature.] 

Deap s n w  and poor pricas on fox. 



Littra hard to kaap sats working kcausa of snow. Wolf 
pattun8 upsat bocausa of airplanas- Th. Saason for lynx should 
ba latu and soma longar. fathar trappod this araa and 
toward. town (Fairbanks) sinca tha marly 208s. Whan an animal 
population is low it is trappod by othar trapprs instaad of left 
to incroasa. 

m a p  snow and cold waathar warm mora of a nuisanca than a 
problem. Snowmachina is gatting up thara in ago and milaaga. 
Whur a trappr ancountars a disab1.d condition a faw days bafore 
tha closura of a saason, he should not k prayad upon and traatad 
with disraspact to thair livalihood. I hava threa childran to 
f a d  and clotha. Tha traps I hava warm bought with swaat and 
taars, so I did not appreciate gatting traps stole and dastroyed 
by Forastry workers without evan notifying ma. 

I usad to liva and trap in tha bush. Sinca moving to 
Fairbanks, 18va turnad into a waakond trappr. My lina is small. 

traps ara few. ~y sats ara human.. m s t  yaar8s trapping 
conditions warm as expacted. I wa1k.d lots of milas, fought tha 
icy cold, and caught a littla fur. I anjoyad it imonsalyl 

I lika trapping. I lika baing out in tha countrysida and 
baing fraa to wandar. But mora important than actually gatthg 
thair hidas, is tha nead to maintain haalthy populations of all 
wild crittars. I'll do what is nocassary as a trappar to insura 
that wild animals prospar; for without them I am -1 

Trapping conditions warm fina, but I burnad a tant camp down 
and had to nursa burnt wrists and snara rabbits for food along 
with martan and fox. A flood wipad out our dry grub during tha 
summar, possibly bacausa of fast run-off from last summar's burn 
upstraam. 

Also, I don8t think wa ara giving tha baavar anough cradit for 
his placa in tha schema of. things. Not only as a watar works 
onginaar and trail cuttar, but as a sourca of food for wolvas 

Ovar trapping by hard-haadd, grady, wicked city trappars who 
naed to hava thair tailfaathars clippad is a prob1.a. Thay arm 
wiping out tha fur rasourcas. Thara is a lot of disturbanca on 
tha hill. to tha north and south of M by sno~aachinar, city 
trappara chainsawing thair way in. So I try to provida a 
pmcaful, park-lika atmosphara for tha animal., mysalt, and 
whowar find. thair way in by can- or on foot. 

Thasa ara my objectiva viaws. I'm out of it. Thay squaazad ma 
out. It8s tha law of tha jungla. Tha mongral dogs took ovar. 
Tha prob1.a of the wicked city trappar has bacoma critical. It 
atfact8 avaryone who might somaday want to saa a wild animal 
aliva and moving. Or a track in tha snow. Thasa guys shoot 
moos. and leave them in tha snow for bait. Wolvas ara gatting 
tha blama. Wise up! You'va baan radio-collaring tha wrong 
crittars. 01. Bushy. 



4 Snou conditions war. daop, but good. I had to taka a 304ay 
break dawn to tha uwar 4 0  and this caumod .u to ~108. up and 
thon r+apm my lina. My first yaar on a snowuchina. Thin 
halpod r lot. A. a military m-r, I hava urjoyod my trapping 
in Alaska. ATA has graatly onhancod my abilitias as a trappar. 
Tha one thing that doas bothar ma is tha military cops8 fraa hand 
at harassing tha military trappar. Not only do wa hava to abida 
by Alaska lawn, but than wa hava to daal with whomavar in at Ft. 
~ainvright at tha tima. Things lika running our linas and 
pulling traps to chack for I D  mark.. During trapping and 
hunting saasons wa hava a lot of harassmant. 

Doap snowfall bafora Christmas affoctod ma advarsaly tha moat. 
Couldn't braak and/or kaep trails opan. sat. buriad, traps lost. 
Poor fraazing aarly on stoppad m from gatting out as aarly as 
most wasons. Money for naw snowmachina hald up plans to open 
trails for dogs. Prica of lynx want down, aftacting ma greatly 
as I'd *garad upn by ordaring snaras, traps, and lura. Marten 
pricas good, but for only a vary short tima, making me nantous. 

Doap snow. Harder gatting around-buriad tha sat.. I 'va been 
against ragistared traplinas in tha past, but naw paopla 
trawling around ara poning a thraat to my traplina. Tha paopla 
18va trappod with on aithar and of my lina for tha past 10 yaars, 
and I, hava had an undarstanding among oursalvas. 18r aasygoing 
and don't want any troubla. That's why 18r out thara, to ba laft 
alona . 

Lot's of snow and wind. Had to opan trail with snowshoes 
savaral timas. Rivar froza latar than noraal. Both of thasa 
factors slwad me down this par. Had a pratty good saason this 
par, although I had soma problems with racraational 
snowmachinars and savaral othar graody trappa- trying to mova in 
on ma. Tha waathar mad. things a littla tough too, but hey, 
that's trapping. Kaap up tha good work guy.. 

Wind and too much snow. Too hard-packod, couldn8t braak out 
trail. I also think that moosa saason should be latar so that 
thara i8 coldar waathar. Or hava a parmit hunt for locals. It8s 
too warm in Saptamber to kaap maat. 

Although I did not trap, I did spend tima thi8 wintar in tha 
trapline araa. I did not. that fox war. mora abundant. This 
spring th.ra saamad to ba vary high numbars'of rabbits. 

I took tha year off. I did look around a littla. Wolf 
populations saam to ba high in all araas. 

Excallurt early saason, but vary cold waathar limitod lata 
wason. 

W. had a lot mora snow than usual, plua anough cold waathar to 
s l w  us down a lot. In Fobruary wa had a lot of snow, 8012~ of 



froah anow, 3 of -0.4 t h o 8  wo ran tho lino. Tho only oquipmont 
failure.wo had waa a burnod-out  do^ toam by March. 

On our traplino wo havo found that having a good-quality marton 
a r u  fallow for 2 yoara w i l l  incroaao tho numbor of oldor marton 
aa wall a8 incroaaing tho population. I boliovo tho older 
f u a l o a  produco largor l i t t o ra ,  too. Whilo a high proportion of 
young could indicato a population jump, on our l ino i t ' a  more 
likoly t o  moan wo have boon catching marton 80 atoadily that  few 
of thorn havo a chanco t o  maturo. This doma not jivo w i t h  your 
oditorta noto I11 in tho 1989 aurvoy. [ZDIZDRS NOTZ 110: Last 
year'a note 111 referred to clearing up a l ine  when more females 
than male8 are being taken and when mar. adult8 than young are 
taken. These suggestions were intended a s  guidelines and came 
from ruaearch on marten done b Canada. They might not be 
appropriate guidelines to follow on a l l  traplines. For example, 
i f  you don't have anyone trapping near you, you d g h t  be able to 
violate those guidelines. If t h e r ~  i a  good marten habitat 
surrounding your l ine  that is not being trapped, t h e n  might be 
enough marten being produced i n  the untrapped area t o  resupply 
your line. If traplines are prr t ty  close t o  ona another and 
there is no untrapped w b u f f u *  zone, then following the 
guidelines might be a good idea.] 

Ehavor arm doclining duo t o  natural cauaoa hare, oapocially whero 
thoy havo not boon trapped. WO got 2 wolvorino af tor  going 5 
yoara without, and also got tho f i r a t  lynx for  4 yoara. Tho lynx 
arm coming back, but not voty faat,  and I would l iko  t o  soo tho 
shortenod aoaaon continuo for ono or two moro yoara, Caribou are 
common now. If we wero requirod t o  chock out our t rap moro ofton 
than onco a weak, we could not t rap tho f u l l  l ino  and would no 
longor bo ablo t o  mako a living a t  it. A 7-10 day requirement 
would not bo unreasonable, and moro often in  aroaa whero warm 
weather might cause spoiling. Uaually wo soo damagod fur only on 
linoa that  go 8-10 day., 

SOUTH CENTRAL AREAS 

+ Didn't t rap  thin season, fur pricoa too low1 

+ Lot# of snow in Unit 6 ( D )  (Valdoz a n a ) ,  Uncavorad and pulled 
m 0 8 t  trap8 by Januaty, but l o f t  a coup10 protoctad o t t e r  se t s  
that  produced for me. Compar.6 t o  othor wintora, I would have t o  
say Unit 1 3 ( D )  was an averago year trapping. Snow conditions 
avorage. I covered l o t s  of area trapping and juat looking 
( l 3 ( D ) ,  Tonaina, Ernestine, ~ i d e o l  Aroa), I havo not soon one 
wintor k i l l  moose a s  comparod t o  othor part8 of tho stat.. I 
would say tho moose farod rathor good i n  tho part of Unit 1 3 ( D )  I 
obaomod, How come you did not aak for our iyy catch cbunt this 
p a r ?  [Sea Editors Note 151 Thia waa tho f i r a t  year I caught 4 



volvos, had a doubla on 2 gray. about 40 yard. apart. I raally 
think it0. t h a  for  a l l  and t o  pull  togathar and 
join # o n  kind of aaaociation t o  halp f ight  tha anti-mwamant. 
It'. get*  vrry sorioua out thoro folk.. Thoao animal right. 
poop10 arm and thoy arm making hoadway, ao i f  wo want t o  
kaop our and trapa, wo had bottor join .hand. t o  f ight  tho 
muvuont. W e  n00d t o  givo financially t o  our aaaociationa such 
aa NTA, NRA, and any local aaaociationa. 

Xy 13-yoar-old aon and I anjoyad a vary auccoaafUl April Baavar 
trapping aoaaon th ia  yaar i n  Unit 13(D). Wo had a11 trape pulled 
by April 28. Wo are still obaonting lot. of baavar, but vary low 
pricoa. I onjoy tha trapper quaationnaira. You biologists  keep 
up tho good work. Soeing juat a l i t t l o  b i t  norm c a t  aign i n  tha 
araa I t rap  i n  Unit 13(D). P.S. I b a l i a v ~  tho anti-fur movement 
ham accounted fo r  low fur  pricaa. [See Bditor8 Note #4] 

* mica  of fur  was terr ible .  

* Wont out on my l ino  for  a row timoa th ia  wintor juat t o  l e t  
pooplo know I wae still around. Saw quit. a fow lynx track. fo r  
tho amount of t i m e  out thoro.  id not t rap  t h i a  yaar bocau8o I 
didn't think I could without catching a frv lynx. Don't plan on 
going a f to r  lynx next year, but w i l l  t rap  for  marton, wolvarin~,  
coyoto, and wolf, so probably w i l l  catch a fau lynx too. 

I havan't trappod much tho paat two aoaaona bocauao of 
involvamont i n  pro-lifo act ivi t iaa.  I've put out onough trapa t o  
maintain a praaonco on my linaa. waathor and prico of fu r  
haven't roal ly affected my afforta. 

b o p  anow waa only a minor problem for  marton. It did hinder 
finding baavar housaa in  spring. h a p  snov slowod ma from 
trapping fox, but with vary low pricaa, I would not havo mad. 
much moro affort .  I moatly did spot trapping fo r  marton with an 
airplan., ao longth of trapping l ino  would not bo comparabla. I 
landod a t  about 7 placaa, each anwrhoo t r a i l  thoro warn about 1/4 
mil0 with about 12 trapa pmr atop, and about 8 martm avorago par 
landing ai to.  Tho groat amount of ~ r t u r  aign impraaaed ma. 

It i a  gurorally baliaved wolf numbor. in  Unit 13 arm very high, 
but I aav l i t t l o  aign i n  my aroaa (I don't nocoaaarily diaagroo, 
hwovor) . Trapped w i t h  dog toam and enowmachino i n  l a t a  
Fmbruary, Sav a graat amount of fox mign. Pol- i n  oxcallant 
condition, 

* Trapping condition. war. fino, although a l o t  of cannibalism 
among martm. Also problem with foxoa mating martan caught i n  
trapa, Ono t r i p ,  7 out of 9 worm oaton by fox o r  othor martan. 
Duo t o  waathor, I had baan unablo t o  chack l ino  fo r  2 wook.. 

f did a l o t  of flying i n  Unit 13. Trapping waa hobby th i a  p a r .  
Obaomratiom: Fox population akyrochtod from l a a t  yoar. No 
incontivo t o  t rap  them (prico) . Martm population Vary hoalthy. 



Lynx population rebounding f inal ly .  Wolf population noticaablv 
highar than lamt yaar. ~ o l v a r i n a  pra t ty  mcarca. Coyotam, planty 
on lowu rivarm. ~ o t m  of o t t a r ,  mybo m r a  than lamt yaar. 

Snow wam a l o t  daapar thim yaar. It wam hardar t o  g a t  t o  m y  
satm. Almo, martan warm vary scarca on my l ina ' th im yaar. I did  
saa a l o t  mora wolf sign on my l i n a  than pravioum yaarm. 

Fur pricam low; prompted ma t o  wait u n t i l  naxt yaar t o  build 
up tha  cri t tarm. Ovarflow on lakam. Concamad f o r  mafaty, too 
dangaroum. 

+ Damp snow, mora wind than umual. Donot know what caused the 
daclina i n  marten. On [ona l ina ]  , only 10 martan. Umually 
15-20. I hop. I ' m  not over-trapping thim l ina .  W i l l  not  t r a p  
thim l i n a  1990-91, and sea what happen.. Saw ona lynx and foot 
t rack .  of 4 more during tha wintar. ~ o t  much, but very 
encouraging compared t o  what lynx sign IOva saa tha  l a s t  f e w  
yaars. I got  3 nice wolves i n  1 3 ( D ) ,  3 malam (gray) and 1 female 
(black). Turned the  leg. i n  t o  ADFCG i n  Palmar. 

Pricam warm down, animal numbarm a r a  down, and a i r  poaching is 
incraaming. I thought I would g i v .  tha a r u  a chanca t o  build 
up, but guamm it w i l l  nwar ,  am long am thara  i m  no ~~~~~~nt 
t o  kaap tha  a i r  poaching down. Lamt wintar I maw mignm of 
numaroum wolf poaching down i n  tha  Lak. fnuime area. I know who 
i m  doing it, o r  a t  leamt momt of it. I w i m h  you guy. could and 
would g a t  out  thara  and s top  t h i m  illagal p rac t i ce  going on. I ' m  
sura you guy. know, but don't taka any act ion t o  mtop it. 

Condition. ware bad. Graat amountm of snov. Thank. f o r  your 
intaramt . 

Raducad trapping dua t o  low f u r  pricam. 

+ Condition. i n  Novembar-member warm f a i r  t o  good am f a r  a s  
waathar and abundanca of furbaararm. Haavy mnau along w i t h  l o w  
f u r  pricam i n  January and Fabruary r a a l l y  brought a h a l t  t o  an 
otharatime productiva saamon. Wolf trapping wam vary good a l l  
wintar. NOTE: You might conmidar put t ing l i m i t .  on furbaarars 
that a r e  mubjact t o  aamy ovarhantamting, i.a., lynx, martan, 
land-and-mhoot wolvam, ate.; ampacially whan t h e  pricam f o r  thama 
fur8 are high. I know t h a t  bag limit. a r a  aamy t o  g a t  around, 
but  by taking t h a t  i n t o  account and matting tho l i m i t  according 
t o  'abundanca i n  tha  d i f f a r a n t  Gntfom, I would think t h a t  dramtic 
maamuram much a s  closuram could ba graa t ly  raducmd. 

+ Low f u r  pr ices  and vary haavy mnov limitad ny trapping t o  
wolvam, martan, and baavar, with a f w  fox (40-50) taken f o r  our 
f u r  sawing buminess. 

Sorry I can't  help you thim yaar, but  my wifa had a major 
oparation i n  October and I wam unabla t o  go on tha  l i n a  l a s t  



ymr-  Sho i m  walking good again, and w a  a ra  looking forward t o  
1990-91, 

Ricu f o r  f u r  w r r r  vary lw ao I didn8t  t r a p  much. Thrra arm 
too many Volvru i n  Unit 13. Thay8ra k i l l i n g  an awful l o t  o f  
mooua thim y-r. YOU ought t o  opmn tha airplana hunt. 

Dua t o  low pricru on f u r  and coyota, and vary low numbrr o f  
maem, I trappad vary l i t t l a  l a u t  uaauon. Lynx populations a r r  
incraauing dramatically. 

Had a good ear ly  freeze-up and anough snow a t  first of season 
t o  g a t  around good. I t  was a good yaar. Now t h a t  tha  rabbi t s  
a ra  gat t ing abundant, thr f u r  sign lookad b a t t a r  l a u t  srason, 
aupecially coyote. I believr t h r  coming mrason w i l l  ba vary good 
trapping, rvrn with t h r  low f u r  priers. 1t i m  fun t o  t r a p  when 
you maka good catches. 

I did not sat a s  many t raps  l a u t  urason a s  tha  p r i ca  of f u r  
wam 80 low. 

Snow conditions very good Novmbrr-January. Six-aight inchem 
snow a t  tha  s t a r t  of tha  srason and no mora than a 4-inch dump i n  
any on. storm u n t i l  t h r  end of February, whm 2 1/2 f a a t  of snow 
f a l l  i n  about a weak and a half.  Thim and-of-February mtorm 
n r u t r a l i z d  a l l  my wolf s r tu ,  and I am uura I would hava caught 
anothrr 1 o r  2 but f o r  tha storm, A l l  i n  a l l ,  w a  had a normal 
uramon. Pricru were ok; tha  monay r r tu rn  on tha  martan wam worth 
tha work output. And of courma, wolf and wolvarina bring a good 
pr ica  f o r  tha  longrr-furred animalm. 

Rapeatad snows. Krpt snowing i n  tha  sat8 and mad. it 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  cover a s  much country with tha  dogtam. Tha f u r  
population of fox, coyota, and ma- saamed mtablr. A 
not icmbla incrraua i n  w0lv.8 and lynx. Rabbitm (harm)  vary 
abundant. Wolvrrinr about tho  m a r . .  

Th. vaathar wam good, but  tha  prica o f .  fur wa8 down and I 
concmntratad on wolvam and volvarina. Th. mnow wa8 too dr rp  i n  
tha U m t  Lak. a r m ,  s o  I pullod that t r ap l ina  aarly. 

I suppoma I would of covarod a l o t  mora araa i f  I would of had 
a dapmdabla snowmachinr. S t i l l  looking forward t o  'gatt ing out 
again naxt yaar, hopefully with dawndabla aquipmmt. What can I 
may, I had a l o t  of fun and mjoyad mymrlf am alwaym. For the  
f i r m t  yaar I didn' t  go %swimminga. I think I had on. hack of a 
saauon. 

Lamt y ra r  w r  t rava l rd  mora on 4-vhaalrr bacauua wasn't 
any snow, and made more sets. Also got  mora fur.. Thim year w e  



didnOt gat much fur bacausa of Snow (4-5 faat daap right out on 
tha flat.) . Wa also travalod with dogs. I think it would ba 
nica if krv.r saason opanod tha m a n  tima as othar animals, or 
latar. WO sura would lika to h8va airplana huntars quit. Thay 
sura makm too many problams hurting animals aftar thay 8hot tham 
and canOt gat thair fur8 aftar thayOra daad. Thay would just 
laava them without picking them up. It would ba nica if tha 
saason was opon longar. This way a porson would hava mora tima 
to got what thoy want. Tha pricas suro aro gotting worsa avary 
yoar . 
+ Conditions wore good; a littlo moro snow than normal, but no 
worrios. Did not affact trapping. 

+ Trappod through snow and wind conditions. Makes for humorous 
timas. 

+ Animal rights movement, daclinad fur pricas affected trapping. 
In my opinion, this movement 8houldn0t affact tha fur pricas 
bacausa wo dapend on trapping duo to lack of jobs. Trapping 
brings in monay in ona's pockats to pay for food, bills, otc. 
Also, in my opinion, airplanas should not bo usod for obtaining 
furbaaring animals such as moosa, caribou, and M a r  for spotting, 
bocauso this isn't callad hunting. m v o r  trapping should bo 
opon in January bacausa from January-March, thoy aro still prim. 
Shouldn8t chango tho ragulations for b8av.r for Unit 9 ( B ) .  

+ First off thora was too much wator. Than tho snow cam0 and 
thara was too much of it. I did not go back to my cabin aftor 
Thanksgiving1 Mada only a faw mink sats, nona for ottar, as I 
didn8t so. any signs of them bacauso of tho wator baing so high. 

+ Tho woathor was a big factor; for tho aarly part of tho soason 
I usmd a 3-whooler. Than wo got an axtremo warming and tha 
ovorf low got so bad I pullod all my sots. About a wook lator it 
frozo solid again and wo got way moro snow than usual, so in 
ordor to continua trapping, a snoonobilo was a moro sonsibla 
moans of transportation. I did not oncountor anything unusual on 
my lino othor than in on0 boavor sot, I got a rivor ottor in my 
snaros. Also, I was on my way to chock my sots ona morning, and 
as I startmd crossing on0 lako as usual, I noticad somathing dark 
on tha othor and. I usually saw caribou lying down out thoro so 
I didn8t pay much attantion until I got closor and saw an animal 
start nmning away, It was a coyoto which had just mado a 
caribou kill and was starting to dovour it. Wall, nomdloss to 
say, tha coyoto ran off and I wont about chocking ray lino. I 
docidmd to roturn to tho carcass to sat for tho coyoto. But to 
my surprise, when I returnod thore worm 11 aaglas and I don't 
know how many ravens at tho kill sit., and thoro was absolutaly 
nothing loft of the kill but soma bloodatainad snow. Tho time 
lapso was approximately 2 hours 



+ Tho- wam a l o t  OF snow a i m  y r u .  Tho snow mtayad horo 
r a t h u  than blowing o r  molting away, which u d e  it a l o t  oamior 
on a anOU rachino and moro accomsiblo t o  more aroam. 

+ dnav depth w a 8  very high but 8ru.d t o  holp i n  80- camrs. 

+ Tho Wrat conditions arm land-and-.hoot airplano trapping, 
which i8 kooping wolvrm and wolvorino Far back and scarce. Thr 
land-and-shoot airplano trapping i m  much abumod. I F  the  main 
cu lpr i t8  had t h o i r  planrm conf i sca td ,  it might holp. Evrryonr 
know8 who thoy are,  including tho Protaction oFFicorm. Thosr 
guy8 taka anything thoy can, anywhoro thoy want, From walrum t o  
Fox, and thoy should br  stopped. 

+ Gonorally good conditions. Had m o n .  Froozo-thaw, but  it 
mostly stayod cold and snowy making thing8 oamior. 

+ Conditions worm bad. I wasn't ablo t o  t r a p  bocause OF snow 
dopth. I nood a snowmachino and I ' m  not quit. muro t h a t  would 
o v a  work. 

+ Novombor and Docrmbrr w r r r  good. Tho hoavy mnowm For tho  rest 
OF tho wintor w r r r  vary d i f f i cu l t .  Tho rabi.8 carry-ovor caumod 
big .drop i n  Fox. Ottor holom won clomo wary day. I Wam 
planning on t rying f o r  boavor, but too much mnow. Boavrr arm 
vory abundant and no on0 From my vi l lago i m  trapping boavrr- I 

' ,  . would l i k o  t o  so. Fish and Camr conridor a mpring soamon, maybo 
t o  April 30th. King Salmon Rivor ham ompocially high boavrr 
population. No bravor havo bron trappad thoro For yoarm. Evrn 
w i t h  tho  woathor, it war w e l l  worth tho .work t o  tak. par t  i n  
harvomting t h i r  rrsourco. 

The hoavy ra ins  i n  tho Fall  and tho hoavy snow moomod t o  koop thr 
mica down. A l l  tho mica I maw worm jwonilom. Lot8 of shrows. I 
am sure  tho Fox population w i l l  bounco r i g h t  back up. This 
spring I saw matod pairm F i l l ing  i n  tho aroar  t h a t  woro scarco 
during wintor. Fox soomod t o  =to l a t o r  t h i m  yoar, a8 l a t o  as  
Ifarch 30th. I Fool tho Dopartmont OF Fiah & Gar, i m  doing an 
oxcollont job. I would ba glad t o  holp i n  any way 2 can. P.S.: 
I wimh nativom would havo baon allowod t o  handlo soa o t t o r s  
conorc ia l ly .  

+ Too cold, too much snow during boavor roason. Snow molts and 
too much vator  on swamps; crooks Flood. 

+ ' .Good snow condition. i n  Novmbor, February-March. No snow 
Ookombor-January. 

Too much snow. Couldn't got  to ,  o r  t r avo l  on, t r a i l s .  Also, 
3-whoolor not i n  working ordar half  of winter. 

+ Much mow, changod mod. of travol. Aorial k i l l i n g  aFFocts 
wolf and wolvorine harvomt. 



XON a n w  and lea8 rain that atayed on through moat of the 
trapping auaon along with laating fraaaing tmporaturaa, greatly 
improved trapping condition. and taking of fur ovar paat seasons. 

+ I think a quota of 30 baavara on Kodiak ia abaurd. Thay'ra a 
nuiaanca on Kodiak, and gat vary littla trapping affort in most 
araas . 
+ I only had a month and a faw traps. 1t was only part time. I 
didn't hava a lot of prap tima. Fox war. raally shy. Trapped 
bafora. First tima I trapped martan only. Got ona. Also, tha 
first t h a  I trapped this area. 

+ Lots of daep snow. Hard to gat around. bars stayed out the 
whola tima I waa there, November-January. Had to pull linas in. 
Boar's gat on a lina and taka all my bait and dastroy sats. I 
taka farry from Seward to Kodiak, and fly from Kodiak to Afognak. 
I uma my 3-whaaler and walk my linas. 

+ I failad to recaiva shipmant of a naw snowmachino on my lina 
and was not abla to trap but a faw sats. 

+ Wo didnrt trap this wintar aftar all, but all populations war. 
obsarvad to ba about tha sama. 

I hava a full tima job in Anchoraga, and only trap in 
conjunction with my annual daar hunting trip to Rodiak, Novambar 
10-17. I trap mainly for enjoymant and to halp dafray my hunting 
trip axpansas. 

+ Conditions good, no raduction in affort. Mora red fox this 
yaar. Fox ara baing sightad in tha daytimo, moving about mora 
than bafora. Land ottar about tho mama. 

+ Trapping was good but had to work at tho camp a lot, plus did 
much daar hunting, so I only trappad a faw days for baavar and 
ottar. 

+ Normal saason. Sat faw traps for fun and anjoymant. 

+ Tho conbitions for Dacambar-January (tho t h o  I trappad) wera 
excallont. About 1 inch of s n w  avary 4 daysr which usually 
malted up to 300 foot alavation. Th. fraazing at nightr coupled 
with light rains mad. pan trapping uttramoly hard. Snaras provad 
closa to as affective for fox. I noticad that tha fox had quit. 
a faw bit. marks on thair butts, whi& tonds to maka ma baliava 
tha population was quit. high. In tha immodiata araa I trappad, 
I probably removed 803 of tha fox, 90% of tha baavar, and 503 of 
tha otters. There were 4 baaver araas, 3 with 1 housa. 1 with 2 
housas. The adults were right at 50 lbs, approximataly 3 
2-yaar-old8 at each house, (25 lbs). Tha ottars ranged to 71n 
(stratehad). My catch consisted of 70% adult malas, 20% tamales, 



and 10a young (2 of t h u )  . I caught 31 rod fox, 4 3  croaa, and 9 
s i l v U  fa. Tho largost  on0 waa a rod strotehod a t  64' and 
woighod 23  lba. Biggast fox I've war caught. Most a l l  tha 
a n h a l a -  urtramoly f a t  and healthy. I also had on0 fox aatan 
by a ku. 

mop snow, pr ico of f u r  affoctod . trapping. H i g h  door k i l l  
numbor good f o r  fox a t  worst of wintor. Boavor ovor abundant. 

Tho anow souued t o  causo moro movomont by fox and marton than 
  nor ma la, which holped trapping. 

Froah anow nearly daily. Snow got doop drift .  i n  open areas. 
Not .nough lynx numbers i n  1 3 ( D )  t o  warrant 0p.n soason. I saw 
moro lynx a c t i v i t y  this winter than i n  tho l a s t  8 yoara. 1 saw 1 
largo lynx track, plus a tabby with 2 k i t ton  track. and a l so  saw 
1 lynx ( t o t a l  of 5 ) .  Rabbits not returning l i k o  I had hopod o r  
.wpoctod. Hoalthy wolf population i n  13(0). I havo mixod 
motion. on tho registered traplino. Wo don't nood any moro 
stat. control., but how can a trappor uao conaorvation moasuroa 
vh.n you8ro ovorrun by wookondors and 0 t h ~ .  t h a t  jua t  movo i n  
without rogard fo r  someono that haa boon trapping an aroa. 

Snow dopth was biggest problom, packing dovn t r a i l .  t o  got t o  
sota. I fool t h a t  closing w l v o r i n r  i n  my a r m  ( l I ( A ) ,  Knick 
Rivar), o r  shortening tho soason w o u l d  havo no offoot  on tho 
population. Recreational ac t iv i t ioa  a ro  kooping tho.. animals 
away. I would l i k o  t o  so. soma roaoarch dona on wolvorino 
habitat .  Duo t o  tho amount of lynx aightinga and t r ack .  i n  tho 
s n w ,  I think thoy a ro  bocoming moro abundant. I n  tho  Hat Su 
trappora c m o n t a  of 1988-89, I agroo w i t h  tho paragraph markod. 
I don8t agroo with a rogiator.4 traplino.  To mo it8. l i k o  
so l l ing  pooploa8 right. t o  t r a p  o t h u  araaa ( l i k o  limited entry 
f ishing).  On pago 3, I agroo w i t h  tho thoory t h a t  controllod 
burna and cloarcuta a ro  nacoaaary t o  t h e  incroaao of apocioa. I 
am not againat rocroational uao on tho r ivor.  I fool  ovoryono 
ahauld hava a placo t o  rolax. 

Tha anow dopth waa f a r  moro o x t r u o .  Pricea f o r  f u r  wore 
a l igh t ly  l w o r .  Too much snow mada my equipment usa hardor. 
W i t h  thm l a w  amount of snow, w i l l  hava aavod a l o t  of sood f o r  
noxt y o u .  Trap thievoa woro a p r o b l u .  I think boavor numbers 
ramainod .tabla i n  1 4 ( A )  and 1 4 ( B )  w i t h  longor soaaona, but a f t o r  
tho  hoavy anowa of l a a t  yoar, w i l l  MICO f o r  moro boavor. I havo 
reducod my boaver l inoa t o  l o t  t h u  coma back f o r  tha l a a t  2 
yaarm. It i a  nice t o  bo ablo t o  t r a p  boavor a t  tha  a t a r t  of t h e  
soaaon, but  do not object  t o  a ahortor aoaaon. 

Too much anow. Marton a r a  vary acarca again. I caught only 
12 on 45 milos of prima martan habitat .  I saw no wolf, 
volvorina, o r  lynx t r ack .  l a a t  wintor. I havo novor soon a lynx 
t rack  i n  tho  7 winters I've trapped tho  uppor Ifat Su valley. 



wolf and ~ l v a r i n a  wara around a faw yaars back, but nona tha 
l a s t  w-. I trap up pratty high also. Lots of o t ta r  and 
baavU- Ragistared traplinas? No way1 Battar wildlifa 
manag.irnt and no airplana hunting. 

Lot mora snow than usual, had to cut saason short. Also mora 
warkond trappars than usual. Not anough lynx and wolverina i n  
many araas t o  know wathar or not thay ara on tha r i sa  or f a l l .  

I havantt saen a lynx track on my traplina sinca 19701 Closa 
saason for a couple of years. I baliava tha t  I was instrumental 
in axtanding tha season on baavar (Mt. Yonlo Fish & Gama Board). 
Prior t o  tha axtension, tha trappars across tha susitna River 
(Unit 16) would pick up their  4 0  baavar (November) and than trap 
anothar 40 in  1 4 ( B )  i n  February. Whan I started trapping i n  
Pabruary, tha beaver usually wara salling a t  a low price. 
Ragistared l inas sound good, howavar. A friand of mina i n  
Ontario, Canada has trappad for yaars on h i s  ragistared traplina. 
Tha gama off ic ia ls  t e l l  him how much and what kind of gama ha can 
trap. If ha didntt  catch h i s  aquotaa, ha would t rap on someona 
e l sa t s  l ina  and vica varsa. That was quit. a faw yaars ago. 
Having hock of a tima w i t h  waakand trappars and snonnachinas. 
Dontt know what t o  do. 

Conditions wara bad. I could not gat t o  SOM of my highar 
araas. Traps ware hard t o  find. I had t o  carry a stova pokar t o  
hook my traps this year. onca, my traps worm thrao faat  down 
undar tho snow. Thesa traps wara on drags. 

Kaap it closed unt i l  tha lynx maka a comaback. Tho rabbits ara 
just s tart ing t o  maka a comaback. Wo hava saan 2 lynx tracks i n  
1 2  yaars. Thay cama off ona sida of tha craak and back up tha 
othar. Thara has not baan a rasidant lynx on my l ina  sinca back 
in  tho 70ts. I don't think you should l a t  paoplo m-and-shoot  
wolvarino. Thay follow tha i r  track. for milas, than land and 
shoot. A. long as  this i h  allowad, thora w i l l  novar bo a good 
population of wolvarina. Wnon I marked haras a s  scarco, I maant 
it. Wo had nono and it is up t o  about 4 now. I havantt saan a 
grouso in  10 yaars on my lina. 

b o p  snow. Had t o  dig sat8 out ovary othar day. Didntt t rap 
martan kcauso of snow conditions and staap h i l l s ,  atc. 
Snanachina couldntt maka it! Also, prico of r a t s  was too low; 
just trappad for  ba i t  and fox food. Snow was too daap for baavar 
trapping. Lots of o t t e r  sign. Trappod 8 o t ta rs  and thara was 
still o t t a r  using the araa (2  sot  locations). Mink trapping was 
good in  thr valley. Had only 6 sots  and caught 23 mink. Vary 
faw trapping this year becausa of snow and low fur pricas. Had 3 
o t t a r  t raps stolen i n  tha Nancy Lako araa by a trapper. Talked 
with othar trappers that  did good trapping marton in  Unit 1 4  (A) 
a t  s t a r t  of season. Lynx tracks war. avidant throughout Un i t  
1 4  (A) . Rabbits are not increasing in  numbars. Had a good timal 
saw l o t s  of fur sign, etc. 



Did not trap. A lot of snw, gava araa a rast. 

Vary daop snw. pricas. Scarcity of s o u  animals. In 
tha 6O9m, 8unrhina Crae was aliva vith mink. In 4 waaka thia 
past D.oakr and January, did not sea a singla mink track. 
era* in Unit's 13 and 16 along tho Parka Hvy. had lass mink 
th8n in tha past. 

S n w  too damp. ~ u i t  trapping in Dacombar. Thank. to tha anny 
and Fish and Gama for halp faading hay and braaking and packing 
trail8 for tha mooma in Unit's 14 (8). Raap it up nawt yaar, but 
start in Docamber. A packed trail batwaan Rashwitna and Little 
Willw from tha mountain8 to tha Big Su Rivar with timothy hay 
put along it about every mile or so. 

Conditions good. 

Too much snow. 

Bxtra haavy snow last wintar mad. trapping difficult. Spant 
lot8 of tima breaking trail and ra-making sat. that got buried. 
Wh.n tha snow got deep, tha mink stayed undar tha snow and war. 
hard to catch. Lynx in my araa ara quit. scarca. I think th. 
saason should ba closad. I only saw 2 tracks all wintart I 
havur't saur a wolverina track in my a r m  for 10 yaars. I think 
thara's just too many paopla hara and too many snowmachinazm 
riding around on weakands. Closing th. soason might halp, but I 
doubt it. I call it habitat dastruction. A. far am martur ara 
concarned, I think tha saason should ba 8hort.n.d. Whan the 
prica of martan was high, thara war. too many t a m .  Many 
wadcurd trappar8 and young trappars don't k n w  whon to quit. 

I raad through tha trappars comments and I'm glad to saa that 
many lika tha nregistuad linaa rathu than continuing tha way it 
is. Wh8t got ma was tha attituda of V,ata closa or shortur the 
maason bacausa of lack of fur dua to o~arhanmst.~ Do thasa 
paopla want to trap or not? This "Got it whila you can or 
8oP.ona alsa will,n is tha grratast caw. of fur population 
dacraasas today in many arau. Wa can't control tha ups and 
down8 in Mothar Natura. Hau.var, if thara is ona puson in a 
givon araa, ha can gat along with Mothar a whola lot battar. How 
d o u  anyona think that outright closura or sharp reduction for a 
parid 8nhancas tha gama population for mora than j u t  a short 
parid. Th. numbars of animals c o u  up, tha saason is langthaned 
or roopmed, an uncontrolled rush of paopla into tha fur-rich 
araa. Raault: fur is gona again, closura, and on and on. The 
animals taka it on tha nos. and tha trappar starvu. 

S n w  too much. Volcanic ash on lina. Too many moosa on lina 
so could not mat snaras. Lynx soason should ba closad for at 
laast 2 mora yaars. Ona month on martan in Unit's 14 and 16. 
Opon baavar on February 1 and ~108. May 30 in Unit 14. To gat 
mora W v a r  takan, wa naed opon watar on rivarm. 



P r i w  for fox and coyoto woro way down, so I discontinuad 
trappi= for t h u  by mid-(kcambOr. From midJanuary on, wo had 
on0 s n w  Storm altar anothor, so I quit trapping until April whon 
I took a f w  boavor. I would liko to 8.0 tho marton/wolvorino 
soason shorton.6 or closod, although onco it is roopanod, wo'd be 
right back whoro wo aro now, as long as thoso furs aro gotting 
good pricos. Tho boavor in Unit 14 (8) havon't shown much 
incroaso sinco tho floods in Octobor 1986. That high wator 
washod out food cachos and dams, and thoy ndvor had timo to 
robuild baforo wintor. I havon't soon a lynx track in this area 
sinco Harch of 1984. 

+ This yoar tho soft snow kopt us from crossing tho Susitna 
Rivor until it was too late to sot a marton lino. Tho marten 
soason should start later and last longor in Unit 16. In Unit 14 
(whoro I was) I was only ablo to sot traps for fox and coyoto. 
It was a difficult year for gotting around, and I ondod up with 
othor obligations when I usually would trap boavor. Bad yoar all 
around...ask tho moose. In Unit 16, tho marton mason should 
start lator and last longor. ACCUS to this unit (unloss you fly 
or livo thoro full-tima) occurs aftor January 1st. I truly 
boliovo that tho apparmnt scarcity of marten is duo to tho largo 
numbor of volos, and bocauso of this, tho marton havo not movod 
about as much as boforo. Thoro is littlo trapping in my aroa, so 
that affocts tho population hardly at all. 

+ m o p  snow, m, first job and a breakdown all mad. this 
past soason short for ma. I saw on0 sot of lynx track last 
soason. Not good. But I do not fool tho mason should be 
clos~d. By closuro of this season, you loso a realistic count of 
cats. Duo to accidental catches, thoro should bo a bag limit not 
to oxcaod a sot numbor of incidental catches. Concorning animal 
numbarm, although beavor and coyoto woro common last soason, in 
my 15 pars of trapping I havo soon much highor donsity. My 
catch was slow and low. I will bo looking for a n w  aroa for 
next soason. I also fool that land-and-shooting of furboarers 
should ba -. This is not trapping. It is hunting and 
should ba troatod as such. In ordor to taka fur unbar a m, on0 should ba requirod to us. traP. py e, llPf 
-, [ZD12VRS NOT# # 11: Youp- wf8h c a m  t r u m .  Land and 
shwt tako of wolves i s a hunting, not trapping act1 vity. Also, 
you may not hunt arctic or red fox tho # a n  day you arm airborne. 
Tho JWarU of Gama changod tho rugulatfon8.] 

+ Tho snow was heavy and doop, and I didn't trap much. I don't 
trap for tho money. I trap bocauso I onjoy gotting out and doing 
things in tho winter. 

+ Wasn't able to fly as often as I likod bocauso of woathor. 
Snow 0xtram.ly deep and animals woren't moving. Saw lot's of 
starved coyotes. I spond a lot of timo on tho ground, I've 
novor soon a lynx, only a few tracb over tho years. I bolieve 
that ovary rosident Alaskan, regardloss what thoir transportation 
is, has tho right to trap anywhoro tho soasons allow, whother 



i t ' a  5 f-t or 5 milaa fro= any othar trappar1 claiming a 
trapline or  araa i a  Bull1 Jut bacauae t h a t  60' bullroom i a  in 
my a i m ,  doaan#t maan it,. mine unti l  I tag it. 

Had a good seamon for baavar thia yaar. I caught a dog 
trapping fox, thia had ma stop for fox becausa I f a l t  badly and 
didn't want t o  catch more. I trap for fun, but battar f u r  pricam 
would ba nice. Xumkrat and baavar ara about a l l  I trap. I hava 
l i t t le exprianca w i t h  tha animal. that are more d i f f icu l t  t o  
catch. I w i l l  be happy w i t h  whatavar you do w i t h  tha saaaon as 
long a8 thare is on.. 

* L i t t l e  tima dua t o  job. Price haa r o n  affact,  rnow dapth was 
a180 a problam. Our greatast p roblu  waa dua t o  unknown paopla 
daatroying our sa t s  and stealing aquipmmt. Thia waa not baing 
done by othar trappars. I do not want t o  sae registared 
traplinaa. Tha s ta ta  has givan away anough axclusiva rights t o  
Alaakan wildlifa. Prima examplaa ara tha commercial fishing 
induatry and tha way tha s ta ta  guiding ayatem i a  run. Why should 
anothar ayatm ba established t o  allow tha sala of wildlifa. 

Snow conditions were good in the Chugach fa r  trapping of 
wolverina, but I didn't trap martan in Unit 1 6 ( A )  th ia  yaar 
baeauaa of haavy snow. which would hava made it impoaaible t o  
trap a8 hard a8 I did l a s t  yaar. I think it w i l l  help martan 
population8 though, bacausa of dacraaaed praaaure. Wolvarine ara 
dafinitaly scarca in soma araaa of the Suaitna Vallay, but 
population8 ara healthy in othar arm. and part8 of the Alaaka 
Ranga whara airplana trappara can't land anywhera cloae. I f a l t  
martma wera h i t  pretty hard in  our a rm of Unita 16 and 1 4 ( B )  in 
1987, so w e  la id  off tha stocks thia yaar. It waa a good thing. 
Snow lavala and frequency would hava mad. it very tough t o  chack 
our 350 r i l aa  of line. Wolvaa and lynx s a u  t o  be coming back. 
I don't l i k e  tha idaa of regiatared traplinaa. Ona of tha 
raaaona I trap i a  t o  axplore naw country. Finding a naw pockat 
of g a ~  abundanca i a  alwaya fun. Batablimhing a traplina 
registration r y a t u  would ba a buraaucratie moaa tha t  would r ival  
the guide araa fiasco. Jut who would get m a t  whon 3 or 4 
trappar'. linaa intaraact a t  a a n  point? Trappara are oftan 
traruimnt by na tua ,  hare today, gona tomorrow. Who would gat 
thaaa n w  linaa whan thay open up? Craating auch a a y a t u  that  
would actually work would coat more than the value of the fur8 
caught in Southcantral. We'ra batter off trying t o  kaap a cloaar 
aye on population tranda and ad ju t ing  aeaaona and l i m i t 8  
accordingly. 

* Way too much snow thia wintar, not t o  montion cold and tha 
aah. Was i n  tha procaas of opening my main trapline whan tha 
first storm h i t ,  followed by the ash. I aprang a l l  traps a f t a r  
the aah, waiting for naw mow. Got so much anow, I naver made it 
back t o  raset  moat traps. 'Ilris yaar was mainly an urarcise in  
trailbreaking. My area is close t o  "population.' Wolverina ara 
about non-uriatent. Can't raally imagina thera could be a lo t  
around due t o  people prasaun. I don't hava 20 yaars axpriance 



w i t h  the m e n  population. I feel the population han been 
pre t ty  n+rble the 5 yearn I've trappod here. Connidering my 
clono pr0x-t~ t o  2 road., I feel lucky t h a t  there  a r e  an many 
around a s  there  are. I don't favor any restricting of t h e  
neanon. The weather the pant coup10 of wintern han accomplished 
that .  It appear. the vole population han droppad drant ica l ly  
over the pant year o r  two. With a l l  t he  anow w e  Wo had, it 's 
hard t o  nay f o r  sure. But I've noticad an abnonce of voles 
around t h e  place t h i s  spring. No damage i n  t h e  berry patch t h i s  
spring; unually it's devastated. I've l ived  i n  t h i n  area f o r  6 
yearn now, and t h i s  winter ptarmigan were nighted a number of 
timen, a f i r n t .  Beaver a r e  not an common an it would seem they 
could be, and once were. I haven't trapped them much the pas t  
few wintern. I don't understand why more hounen don't npring up. 
I can think of one house thatt.  never h e n  trapped i n  6 years, 
but can't account f o r  any new startup. t h a t  might be from young 
i n  t h a t  houne. I wonder i f  t h e  young a r e  surviving. Information 
on managing beaver populationn and factor. a f fec t ing  their  
survival  r a t e  would be useful. 

.Excellent condition. unt i& Meamber, then excennive snow 
buildup cauned m e  t o  p u l l  out. I fee1 unit. 14(A)  and (B) should 

. be cloned t o  lynx. 

An a recreational  trapper, t i m e  'and condition8 weight the most 
on my potent ia l  t o  get i n  the  f ie ld .  This year, the volcano and 
snowfall played heaviest i n  not get t ing in to  t h e  f i e ld .  

Lotn of snow, small game huntern, and nnowmachino riders. 
More moone i n  the  area than unual. The arean that I have worked 
i n  t h e  pant a r e  receiving more prennrre than I wam ab le  t o  not ice  
drlier. I don't th ink t h a t  the  addit ional  prennure han had 3n 
impact on t h e  population of the  s p a d e n  t h a t  inhabi t  t h e  area. 
Theno new trapporn a ro  very new a t  t h e  game and they unually give 
the animal. an education inntead of making a take (and I usually 
do not see them the next year). I am thankful t o  tha s t a t e  f o r  
being able t o  conduct a hobby t h a t  I enjoy very much. 

Snow depth wan incredible. Y o u  need t o  gut  a l i m i t  on t h e  
number of lynx per  trapper per  seanon u n t i l  t h e  population is 
once again w e l l  established. 

.I got  a l a t e  s t a r t  and deep nnow wan a problmm, but ear ly  
brmakup helped beaver trapping. I don8t f e e l  t h e  extended season 
on beaver i n  Unit 1 4 ( A )  and 14(B)  ham h e n  t o  the  detriment of 
beaver populations because of the  n t r i c t  take l i m i t .  I f  you want 
an e f fec t ive  l i m i t ,  then allow no moro than 2 h a v e r  t o  be taken 
from a colony pmr year. Alno extmd tha neanon through Hay 2 1  so  
t h e  Sunitna River beaver can be harvented i n  a prof i table  manner 
(i.e. open water!). Thin would taka t h e  presnure off  
road-accennible beaver s ince trappmrn would not f e e l  prennured t o  
catch them where they can. 



~ 8 g i s t O r . 6  t rapl inos  a ro  no good. Tho guys whining fo r  tham now 
w i l l  r w l y  cry  if thoy don't got  on.. Uak.  shooting o t t o r  
ill.g.1. Homt w i l l  got away through tho ico holos bocauso 
thoy'm V w  tough and a tough targot.  Lynx a ro  got t ing back 
in to  p m t w  good shaprt in  f a c t  abundant i n  sou aroam. Mica a ro  
vary scarco. I novor so. any, o r  any sign whon tho snow molts. 
Don't closo marton soason u n t i l  you ostablimh a tag/soaling 
rOc0rd8 databaso becauso now you don't know anything except 
hoarsay. Opur coyoto saason yoar-round. Thoro w i l l  bo moro fox 
i f  thoro a ro  fawar coyotes, and a180 mora lynx. I would hat0 t o  
bo a lynx huntar a t  Point McKenzia o r  i n  tho Konai Rivar drainage 
bocauso of tha coyota numbers. 

I havo a bad l e f t  leg due t o  a motorcycle accident, and snow 
dopth did maka it hard t o  run my line, but 1 did  catch 2 r i v e r  
o t t a r  and 1 mink. 

On K o n a i  Paninsula wo had t o  daal with fraquant and heavy 
snowfall l a s t  saason, making it hard t o  koap a l i n o  productiva, 
aspacially foothold t r a p .  ~ u t  won snaros got  covorad by haavy 
snow. Moo80 disturbed a l o t  of my sots.  ~ n j o y d  tho cold 
tomporaturas: much battar than fraaza-thaw conditions wo usod t o  
havo. Wo noad t o  ga t  r id of tha 4-day t r a p  chock on tho KOnai 
National Wildlifo Rafuga i n  Unit 15. It is ilapossiblo t o  oporata 
a t rap l ino  and work a 5-day work wook. Snowmachino restrictions 
a ro  too  burdansoma on tho Rofugm also. Wo n o d  t o  havo an 
a a r l i o r  boavar season on Konai Paninsula. Ot tor  soason should 
axtond through tha baavor soason on tho Kanai. 

Too much snow and ash. Trappors n o d  7-day t r a p  chock. 

Did not s t a r t  u n t i l  mid-January. Hoavy snow got  bad l a t o r  on. 
Low f u r  pricos. Lack of adoquato plowing of  turnouts  on 
roadsidas restricts accoss i n  many, many aroas. Early broak-up 
holpod on tho boavor lino. . Tho- a ro  moro lyn% t r a c k s  around 
than provious yoars, i n  f a c t  sow aroas a ro  f u l l  of lynx. Too 
many coyotos, aspocially on Xumi Purinsula. I would hat. t o  bo 
a lyn% k i t ton  on any of tho Konai Rivor drainagos. Thoy a l so  mat 
up too many fox and rabbits. Harton a ro  spot ty  and d r i f t  around 
and go too high on mountains t o  got t o  t h u .  Saw no wolf s ign 
whoro, i n  provious years thoro war. always soma. Shooting o t t e r  
should b. i l l o g a l .  Thoy can bo soon ofton a t  big distancas on 
top of ico. Lazy trappars t r y  to  shoot t h u  and thoy slid. down 
t h o i r  hol.8. Thoy should instoad look f o r  a goad so t .  

hroryono must rea l iza  t h a t  tho only f a i r  way t o  a l loca to  trapping 
a r m 8  (rogistored l ines )  is by drawing. Thon I guos8 tho boys 
whining l o u d u t  now w i l l  roa l ly  ba screaming if thoy don't ge t  
on.. Grandfathar r i g h t s  dont t  stand a8  logitinat.  bocauso no 
mattor what you think, you a m  still trapping on public proporty 
f o r  tho  most par t ,  and jus t  bocauso you havo trappod cr0.k~ "xm, 
mym, and "zm bofora, doosn't givo you automatic f u t u r .  r ights .  



~ p p l r  tho thought of rqistard hunting araam to avaryona with a 
hunt ng licurma, or ragiatard fimhing araam to mvmryona with a 
fishing licurma, and it is tha 8- thing avur if you considar 
yourmalf a profmmmional trappmr, for moat of us do. If you want 
axclumivo right., go gat pmrmimmion on privata proparty. Also, 
if youera any good and a hard-working trappar, than you know that 
108 or lam8 of tha trappara bring in 908 or norm of the fur. 

* Tha long, cold spell during boavmr maamon pravantad ma from 
botharing to trap them. Deap snow and cold waather adversely 
affactad movement of target animal.. Lynx should ba laft closed 
a littla longar. There was mora mign of tham this smason. 
Rabbits arm dafinitely on tha incraama. In araas that used to 
hava red fox, where coyotes movad in, tha fox hava dimappeared. 
In axamining moma wolf scat, I found coyota toanail.. Wolvarina 
mhould ba clomed down earliar in armam that thay arm susceptible 
to baing mhot from aircraft with wolf huntarm. 

* Snov wam damp and tha young mooma did.  apt tho wolves from 
ranging out. Othar than damp anow, tha yaar wam good, but ~al.8 
and pricam hava been cut back by anti-fur movmnt. 

* I wamn't too aggremsivm bacauma of fur pricam, but tha snow 
condition. warm excallant all ymr! I'm attonding U M  so it's 
hard to gat out mora than twice a waak. Thm woathar in Unit 7 is 
sometimam wat and rainy in January-February, but this yaar I only 
encountared 0-20° weathar. Bmfora Decambar, it wam warm with 
littla to no snow, making traval by snowmachina or foot hard. 
Thm rivarm arm usually frozan, making accamm pommibla. I am vary 
willing to ammist you in any survmy naded of my trapping araa. 
I almo raally appraciata you sanding ma tha ramultm of the survay 
with tha naxt quastionnaira! 

* Trappad total of 60 day8 dua to volcano, damp snow, low fur 
pricam, and boat towing truck broke down. Havm high hopam for 
next yaar. I am for registarad traplinam. 

* Lot8 of snow. Ovar 8 fmmt. Alwaym digging out and braaking 
nav trail. 

* Tho road trapping warm continua. 

* Snov, rain, and unsafa ica. ottar should stay legal through 
boavar maamon. Wolvarina saamon mhould stay open until March 1. 
MartUI mhould ba ~10s.d. 

* Economic hardship dua to 1088 of fimhing caused by Exxon 
Valdaa oil spill. Causad graatly decreamd affort. Extram cold 
marly in maamon closad rivarm to boat traval but laft them unsafe 
for othar traval (foot or skim). m a p  mnow toward tha and of tha 
saamon a180 limited animal traval in affact cauming raducod catch 
and roducod affort. Beavar smamon, hwmvar, wam fair with good 
s n w  and ica cover. Produced axcallant color for ~emai baaver. 



Brtruo va thmr  and snov conditions during t h m  1989-90 smason 
alto& turkrru travml p a t t m m  gr8atly i n  Unit 15. Wolvms 
r o u l n d  high v i t h  t h m  caribou and shmmp. msic populations 
-in s t a b l m .  Th. catch ratms don't r m f l o c t  t h a t  bmavmr i n  
uni t .  1S(b) and ( C )  arm on t h m  r i s m  i n  a l l  armas, mspmcially 
along tha road systans. ~rappmrs who claim othmrwism arm not 
vary succmssful o r  obsmrvant. Lynx havm incrmasod grmatly ovmr 
t h m  past  fmv ymars. Howmvmr , dum t o  wmrzmalous f edmral 
managomnt of moosm rang., it is still i l l q a l  t o  t r a p  thmm in  
Unit 15. This, i n  my opinion, w i l l  lmad t o  cats baing taggmd a s  
takmn i n  othmr armas and incidmntal catchms prosmcuted undmr 
fedmral parmit violat ions.  1 opposm this s t a t a # s  management 
policy t o  ~1088 trapping i n  armas whmn thmy havm l i t t l m  o r  no 
information on trum dmnsities and rmly on thm word of 1 o r  2 
local  trappers t o  make t h e i r  dmcisions. norm tagging is not thm 
anrrwar. I f m m l  a mandatory annual rmport of a l l  trapping 
a c t i v i t y  and spmcies taken would bm thm most uamful t o o l  f o r  
managmmmnt. Also, trapper education for  first t i m m  t rappers  and 
t r a p  tags  vould benmfit a l l  trappmrs and hmlp prmvmnt whining 
old- t l m m r s  who f m m l  thmy own t h m  statm. I s n # t  it Wm Thm People 
vho own t h m  statm? 

+ .  Thm vmathmr conditions warm ok. Had a l o t  of snow and rain .  
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