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October 20. 2010
Don Quarberg
1-IC 60 Box 3070
Delta Junction, \K 99737
907-895-4650
dniq wildak.net

ATTN: Board of Game Comments
AK Dept Fish and Game
Boards Support Section
P0 Box 115526
Juneau. AK 99811-5525

COMMENTS ON PROPOSAL #46 5 AAC 92.050
Required permit hunting conditions and procedures - Bonus Points

(Southeast Region Meeting 11/5-9/2010 in Ketchikan, AK)

OPPOSE THIS PROPOSAL: For the numerous reasons stated below.

1: The current Random Draw is the fairest and most equitable method of selecting
recipients of limited draw harvest tags.

2: The proposed bonus point system discriminates against the young hunters (hoping to
hunt sheep and bison prior to leaving home as young adults and against the older hunters.
Neither, of these age groups, has surplus time to be accumulating bonus points in hopes
of drawing a limited tag.

3: The bonus point system would be very expensive to conduct (computer programs and
technicians to tally the points and record the activity of each individual hunter),
especially in view of the current economic conditions in Alaska.

4: The bonus point system is in opposition to the standards set forth by the BOG. They
have historically subscribed to the “No Net Loss” of hunting opportunity philosophy. The
BOG and ADFG strive to manage Alaska’s game to provide hunters with a reasonable
opportunity to hunt. The bonus point system violates both of these concepts.

A: 1 he BOG initially suggested and publicized the bonus point system for the
Delta Bison Hunt. Then they arbitrarily applied it to all Sheep Hunts as well
without informing the public or the ADFG Advisory Committees before it
became a proposal before the BOG. The Delta AC suhmitted a proposal to the
BOG (at the last meeting deliberating on proposals for Region III in 2009) to
withdraw the Delta Bison Hunts and the GMU 20 Dall Sheep Hunts from the
Bonus Point system. Mysteriously, this proposal was not included in the proposal
booklet for that meeting. Apparently, it was never received by the ADFG Boards
Support section.
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B: The bonus point system significantly reduces ones opportunity to hunt by
drastically reducing the number of limited permits for which a hunter can apply.
For example. a hunter in 2010 had the opportunity to apply for the limited draw of
75 sheep permits each, in the Delta Controlled Use Area Nonmotorized hunt and
the Motorized hunt, for a total 1 50 permits. In addition they could also apply for
one of the 40 limited draw permits for sheep in the Tok Mgmt Area (this used to
be 120 permits but the BOG reduced it to 100. then to So and now two separate
hunts of 40 permits each all for no biological reason). Therefore, in 2010 a
hunter could apply for one of a possible 190 limited draw permits for sheep.
If the Bonus Point System is adopted and each of these limited draws is further
divided in two (half for the regular draw and half for the bonus point system), a
hunter will only be able to apply for 95 limited permits. This is a significant
reduction in the opportunity to apply for limited permits and consequently a
similar reduction in the opportunity to hunt (you can’t hunt if you can’t draw a
permit). Remember, several years ago there was a proposal to increase, from 3 to
6, the number of limited draw permit hunts, for a single species, that one could
apply for and that was rejected by the BOG.

C: The Bomis Point system is an ALL OR NONE system. Once the State adopts
the bonus point they are committed to this forever. Once hunters have invested
money in this system and if it were to be cancelled, they would most certainly sue
the State. Other States with similar systems indicate that they wish they hadn’t
adopted a bonus point system but will not terminate the program for fear of
lawsuits. Alaska does not need this liability.

In conclusion, I can see absolutely nothing advantageous to the bonus point system. In
fact I consider the bonus point system as described in proposal #46 to be detrimental to
hunting in Alaska. Please give proposal # 46 serious consideration and REJECT IT!

Thank you.

Don Quarberg
Alaskan Hunter and also member of Delta AC
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Sean Nielson 

Gustavus, Alaska 99826 

       October 22, 2010 

Attn: Board of Game Comments     

Alaska Dep’t of Fish & Game     

Boards Support Section 

Box 115526 
Juneau, AK 99811 

 

Dear Ms. Tibbles: 

 

Please include these comments in the on-time packet for the upcoming SE Regional Board of Game 
meeting.  Thank you. 

 

Proposal 12 

I oppose the proposal to re-instate wolf snaring in Unit 1C, Gustavus Forelands, for the following 
reasons: 

I am a professional photographer, videographer and eco-tourism guide. In these positions, I make a living 
by shooting wildlife with a camera, as well as pointing out animals and animal sign to tourists. So for me 
and other photographers in Gustavus, more wolves mean more opportunities for viewing wolves which 
leads to more and better photos, more opportunities for showing others the animals and their sign to 
visitors which leads to more photo sales to my markets and higher gratuities from my clients. With this in 
mind, I oppose hunting and trapping of wolves in general. I understand that much, if not all of your 
decision in these matters revolve on sound biological science, and that my reason for opposition to not fall 
under this category. However, I believe that under “Who is likely to suffer” the Board should add, 
“People who make a living photographing and viewing wolves and guiding others to do the same. (non-
consumptive users)” 

Additionally, when snaring was permitted in Gustavus in the past, unethical and illegal methods were 
used by some trappers. Since there is no law enforcement present in Gustavus, there is little chance that 
anyone breaking the law would be caught. I believe that if snaring is permitted, domestic dogs, eagles and 
moose calves or moose caught by the nose, will be victims of by-catch. 

The proposal states: “Calf recruitment in Unit 1C suffers partly from predation from wolves”. I am 
not aware of any science behind this statement. One could argue that just as many moose calves 
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could be by-caught by snares as are taken by wolves. With this in mind, I do not believe that 
hunters will benefit from this proposal. 

 

Finally, while only one hunter may directly benefit from the trapping of one wolf, many residents may 
directly benefit from being able to photograph the same wolf, on multiple occasions.  

Proposals 33-37 & 40 Black Bears 

I support all of these proposals for all of the reasons stated as well as the following: 

In northern SE AK, the “Glacier Bear” or “Blue Bear” color phase of the black bear persists. As a 
professional photographer and eco-tourism guide, I am constantly seeking photos and viewing 
opportunities of this elusive animal. By implementing these proposals, I feel that fewer Glacier Bears will 
be targeted and harvested. As a non-consumptive user, these proposals would benefit me. 

Proposal 43 

I support this proposal for the same reasons I opposed Proposal 12. (see above) 
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