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A Rare Find: Marine Mammal Tracker Found In Golovin

FRI, 08/03/2018 - 4:01PM  admin

BY: DIANA HAECKER

A Golovin resident recently happened upon a rare find on a beach near Golovin: a seal
satellite tracker, which came off a bearded seal that was tagged in September 2017 in Koyuk.
The tags are glued on to the seal's coat and, in theory, come off when the seals molt in
spring. Usually these expensive trackers sink to the ocean floor to never be seen again. This
one somehow ended up ashore.

According to Justin Crawford with the Arctic Marine Mammals Program of the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, this particular tag came off a young male bearded seal that

was tagged on September 21, 2017. “The seal was captured and tagged on the Koyuk River Nome, AK

by Merlin Henry, his grandson Jeremiah Henry, and two members of the Alaska Department Weather Wind Sun

of Fish and Game’s Arctic Marine Mammal Program, myself and Ryan Adam,” explained

Crawford. 48.9 °F NW Wind
Chance Rain 3.4mph

A few weeks ago, Gay Sheffield, UAF Alaska Sea Grant agent for the Bering Strait region,
received the report from the Golovin resident, who wishes to remain unidentified, that she 45°F S58°F
found a marine mammal tracker on the beach. The reason that she could identify the
r?ctangular box with afn ar_ltenna as such was that she has s?en o_ne of thost_a before at a 45 55 49 56 50 55 51 56
different research project in 2001. Sheffield asked the Golovin resident to ship the tracker to TUE WED THU ERI

Nome to identify whom it belonged to. “Knowing that there are multiple research projects 9:18 AM Mon Aug 6 Wil

throughout the Arctic that put tags on seals, this tag could have originated from anywhere in
the Arctic,” Sheffield said. There are several different seal tagging programs, including a
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program by Alaska Department of Fish and Game, a separate tagging program by the North
Slope Borough Wildlife Management and yet another one by NOAA's Polar Ecosystem
program.

On the tracker was the name of the manufacturer, an email and the serial number. After
talking to the manufacturer in Scotland, Sheffield was able to identify that ADF&G deployed
the tracker.

As the Ice Seal Committee is co-management partner, Sheffield handed the tracker to Ice
Seal Committee representative for the Bering Strait region, Brandon Ahmasuk.

Crawford explained the seal tagging project under ADF&G's auspices.

The tag that was found near Golovin is a so-called CTD tag, short for Conductivity-
Temperature-Depth, and the thing costs $4,950. “In addition to location, dive, and haul-out
behaviors, this tag collects oceanographic measurements,” Crawford wrote in an email.
“Our program conducts two separate studies involving the tagging of seal,” Crawford
explained. “One [is] funded by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) titled “Ice

~
Seal Movements and Foraging: Village-based Satellite Tracking and Collection of Traditional 4 P PLEGSE
Ecological Knowledge Regarding Ringed and Bearded Seals” and the other funded by the \ e iy HELP
Office of Naval Research (ONR) titled “Movements and Habitat Use of Pacific Arctic Seals i 2

) . . - . Adort a Pet
and Whales via Satellite Telemetry and Ocean Sensing”. The overall objective of these Pi 2 or make vour
studies is to work with subsistence hunters to deploy satellite transmitters on Arctic seals, 5 % 1 donation
and whales under the ONR study. In addition to studying seal movements, habitat use, and w \ ‘” ; today!
behavior, the BOEM study incorporates Traditional Ecological Knowledge, gathered from e
. P . . . . Dog food, cat food, cat litter and other donations are
interviewing hunters, into our understanding of seal biology and the ONR study incorporates always welcome at the Nome Animal Shelter!

i i i i i Nome Animal Control & Adoet-A-Pet
oceanographic measurements into our understanding of important foraging areas for seals S 443-8538 or 443-5262 y

and whales.”

According to Crawford, they have trained taggers in three Norton Sound communities: Merlin
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