= ——

THE STATE Department of Fish and Game

O"ALASKA DIVISIONS OF SPORT FISI & COMMERCIAL FISHERIES

1255 Wesi 8h Street

P.O. Box 115526
GOVERNOR MICHAEL ]. DUNLEAVY Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526

MEMORANDUM

TO:  Members Date: September 20, 2023
Alaska Board of Fisheries
Subject: Kodiak Management
Y2 Area Stock of Concern
From: Sam Rabung, Director Recommendations

Division of Commercial Fisheries

and

Israel Payton, Director
Division of Sport Fish

The Policy for the management of sustainable salmon fisheries (SSFP; 5 AAC 39.222) directs
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (department) to report to the Alaska Board of Fisheries
(board) on the status of salmon stocks and identify any stocks that present a concemn related to
yield, management, or conservation during regular board meetings. This memorandum
summarizes the results of the stock of concern evaluation for Kodiak Management Area (KMA)
salmon stocks for the 2023-2024 board regulatory cycle. The evaluation includes input from
management and research staff from both fishery divisions.

Following the 2023 salmon season all king, sockeye, pink, coho, and chum salmon stocks in the
KMA were examined for potential stock of concern status. Currently, there are 2 stocks of

concern in KMA (Munro 2022; Table 1), both of which are stocks of management concern for
king salmon.

King salmon

Karluk River
This stock was first designated a stock of management concern in 2011. King salmon
escapement has not met the Karluk River biological escapement goal (BEG: 3,000-6,000) in 3 of

the past 5 years (Table 1). The department is recommmending continuing the stock of management
concern designation.

Avakulik River
This stock was first designated a stock of management concern in 2020. King salmon
escapement has not met the Ayakulik River biological escapement goal (BEG: 4,800-8,400}) in



the last 7 years (Table 1). The department is recommending continuing the stock of management
concern designation.

Coho salmon

American River

This stock is on the Kodiak road system and is assessed via a foot survey. Assessment via this
method has become more problematic in recent years due to periods of very low water, followed
by periods of very high water in which many fish of this stock move upstream, and are not
assessed. Coho salmon escapement via this assessment has not met the escapement goal (LB
SEG: 400) in 4 of the 5 most recent surveyed years (Table 1). As the assessment of this stock has
become questionable, the department does not recommend designation of American River coho
salmon as a stock of concern.
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