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4.3.7 Hatchery releases

RC 046

Item C-3(b)(1)

March/April 2071

Commercial salmon fisheries exist around the Pacific Rim with most countries releasing salmon fry in
varying amounts by species. The North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC) summarizes
information on hatchery releases by country and by area where available. Reports submitted to the
NPAFC were used to summarize hatchery information by Country and by US state below (Table 66,
Table 67). For more information see the following: Russia (Akinicheva et al. 2008; Anon. 2007; TINRO-
centre 2006, 2005); Canada (Cook et al. 2008); USA (Josephson 2008; Josephson 2007, Eggers 2006,
2005; Bartlett 2007, 2006, 2005).

Chinook salmon hatchery releases by country are shown below in Table 66. There are no hatchery
releases of Chinook salmon in Japan and Korea and only a limited number in Russia.

Table 66 Hatchery releases of juvenile Chinook salmon in millions of fish
Year Russia Japan Korea Canada USA TOTAL
1999 0.6 - - 54.4 208.1 263.1
2000 0.5 - - 53.0 209.5 263.0
2001 0.5 - - 45.5 2121 258.1
2002 0.3 - - 52.8 2221 275.2
2003 0.7 - - 50.2 210.6 261.5
2004 1.17 - - 49.8 173.6 2246
2005 0.84 - - 43.5 184.0 228.3
2006 0.78 - - 40.9 181.2 2237
2007 0.78 - - 446 182.2 2276

For Chinook salmon fry, the United States has the highest number of annual releases (80% of total in
2007), followed by Canada (~20%). In Canada, enhancement projects have been on-going since 1977
with approximately 300 different projects for all salmon species (Cook and Irvine 2007). Maximum
production for Chinook salmon releases was reached in 1991 with 66 million fish in that year (Cook and
Irvine 2007). Releases of Chinook salmon in 2006 occurred in the following regions: Yukon and
Transboundary River, Skeena River, North Coast, Central Coast, West Coast and Vancouver Island,
Johnstone Strait, Straits of Georgia, and the Lower and Upper Fraser rivers. Of these the highest numbers
were released in the West Coast Straits of Georgia (20 million fish) followed by Vancouver Island area
(12.4 million fish) the Lower Fraser River (3.3 million fish) (Cook and Irvine 2007).

Of the US releases however, a breakout by area shows that the highest numbers are coming from the State
of Washington (63% in 2007), followed by California (19% in 2007), and then Oregon (7% in 2007)

(Table 67).
Table 67 USA west coast hatchery releases of juvenile Chinook salmon in millions of fish
: . . WAJ/OR/CA/ID

Year Alaska Washington Oregon California Idaho (combined) TOTAL
1999 8.0 114.5 30.5 454 9.7 208.1
2000 9.2 117.4 32.3 43.8° 6.8 209.5
2001 9.9 123.5 28.4 45.0 5.4 212.1
2002 8.4 213.6 222.0
2003 9.3 201.3 210.6
2004 9.35 118.2 17.0 274 1.7 164.2 173.6
2005 9.46 117.7 19.2 28.8 8.7 174.5 184.0
2006 10.2 110.5 19.2 294 12.0 171.0 181.2
2007 10.5 114.5 13.2 34.8 9.2 171.7 182.2
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